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Reflections from the Reverend Jacqueline 

I really enjoy watching action films with characters such as James Bond, 

Jack Reacher, Indiana Jones. Films where for a short space of time, I can be 

immersed into a world of subterfuge, secrets and heroes. Nothing too gory – 

something which seems a bit far-fetched and imaginative. Daring stories of 

espionage have captivated generations of ordinary people who, just for a while, 

can be part of something bigger.  

Christ’s Mission was three-fold. He was sent to redeem humanity, to prepare our way to 

eternal glory and to close all the windows and doors to evil. This was no easy task; indeed, 

we might have considered it to be Mission Impossible. As we approach Advent, a season of 

waiting in anticipation, we might reflect on what has drained us over the last year. We are 

all weary of the gloom and doom in the news; the ever-increasing cost of living, the 

pressure on our hospitals or the horrible things that people sometimes do to each other 

and their communities. Good news can feel in short supply. 

Advent is a season where we look forward to new beginnings and put some things behind 

us. Sometimes it’s very beneficial to draw a metaphorical line under something and move 

on. God is the beginning and the end of all creation – the Alpha and Omega. We could use 

this time anticipation of Christmas to prepare for our own new growth and to prayerfully 

work out where we fit into the bigger picture. It is often the case that how we perceive 

ourselves might not be what God wants for us.  

I would like to suggest that our Mission (if we choose to accept it) is to bring the message 

of hope to at least one person this Advent, even when our own lives feel difficult. These 

verses from Isaiah 43 give a message of hope at a time when we might need some 

encouragement to look forward. 

Do not remember the former things, 

    or consider the things of old. 
 I am about to do a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

    and rivers in the desert. (v 18-19) 

Go well into Advent and I wish you a joy-filled and peaceful Christmas.  

Rev Jacqueline  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month’s theme is NEW YEAR 
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NEW YEAR 

New Year’s Eve always seems a bit magical to me – it’s the chance to start afresh, and do 

things better next year. 

Every year I make the same resolutions (spend less money; go to bed earlier;  

lose weight ) and every year I fail miserably! 

But there is something about watching the clock count down the final minute of the old 

year – I always get quite emotional. 

Time is strange, though. When our clock chimes for midnight, numerous countries around 

the world have already celebrated their new year, and have moved on to the normality of a 

new calendar year. 

This was demonstrated to me very vividly a few years ago, when I went into my daughter’s 

bedroom at about 10pm on New Year’s Eve to find her facetiming her friend in Australia. 

Steph was sitting in her bedroom, and the window was open, showing a lovely sunny day. 

She said it was about 9am in the morning, she had eaten her breakfast and was about to go 

out to town with her friends … 

As I looked at the screen, I thought “that is tomorrow - I am looking at the future … it still 

amazes me. 

It is 40 years since Marty McFly went Back to the Future, and in the second film, he travels 

forward to 2015, where he finds a very different world to the one he is used to. He saves 

his son from a life of crime, and when he returns to 1955, he finds that he has altered 

history, to his benefit. 

Which year would I like to go back to? For me, I think it would be back to the early 1980s 

– just started work, no mortgage or household bills to worry about, discos and parties 

most weekends (my then boyfriend had a mobile disco) and life was just fun! 

Which year would you like to go back to – or forward to? 

Jackie Smith 

 

 

 

PARISH VISIT IN DECEMBER 

We are delighted to announce that there will be a visit to Prestbury parish by the Venerable 
Katrina Scott, Archdeacon of Cheltenham. Katrina will be presiding and preaching at the 
11 o'clock service at St Mary's on 14th December and then at 9.30am at St Nicolas on 
21st December. Do come along to meet her! 

Helen Mann 
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HAPPY OLD YEARS 

 

 

Villas in Oakfield Street 

When we moved into Oakleigh Villa in 1980, a friend wrote a postcard saying. ‘A villa in 

Tivoli? That sounds wonderful.’ He was obviously thinking of Hadrian’s Villa rather than 

Oakfield Street, Cheltenham, with its Victorian terraced houses painted the Dulux colours 

of sugared almonds. Next door to our semi-detached, there was Zlin Villa. But why Zlin? 

All I vaguely knew was that it was where the playwright Tom Stoppard was born in 1937 

which is why he had wittily described himself as a ‘bounced Czech’ and it was where Bata 

shoes came from. Zlin, Czechoslovakia.  

We soon met our friendly neighbours, the Vlceks, Paul and Lida, and they invited us for 

drinks. They had two young daughters, Katharine and Hannah. We were told by friends that 

Paul and Lida had escaped as refugees at the time of the Prague Spring and Alexander 

Dubček in 1968 with something like 10 shillings each. Paul was stolid, thoughtful and 

professorial in manner, while Lida was a vivacious blonde, blue-eyed and glamorous like 

Agnetha from ABBA. Both spoke excellent English. Starting in his cellar, engineer Paul had 

set up an electronics business and it had prospered. He explained what he did and how it 

involved minutely printed circuit boards. I seem to remember being encouraged by Paul to 

knock back a glass of Slivovitz and feeling a torchlight procession down my throat. They 

explained that they both came from Zlin and so the firm was known as Zlin (Electronics) Ltd. 

At that time, neither of them had been able to return to Czechoslovakia which was firmly 

under Communist Rule and the Russian tanks had been sent in to Prague in 1968. 

Remember the self-immolation of Jan Palach in protest? What Lida said she missed most 
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from her homeland was the forest, just as she supposed we would miss the sea, and 

sometimes I do in land-locked Cheltenham with its Neptune fountain so many miles from 

the coast. 

Paul threw himself into British life in many ways, one of which was by improbably becoming 

a Morris Dancer. They were so often to be seen at festival and musical events that I 

privately called them the Culture-Vlceks. And the Vlceks threw excellent New Year’s Eve 

parties on a lavish scale for friends and neighbours. Zlin Villa was crowded with expat 

Czechs and Cheltenham friends with much food, drink and music until well past midnight. 

Apparently, the Czechs are famous for their partying and festive celebrations at New Year.  

The Zlin electronics firm had clearly prospered and soon the Vlceks were on the move. 

They bought a tall house in Wellington Square overlooking the leafy central garden and 

once again through the 1980s they invited us to lively and imaginative fancy-dress parties on 

New Year’s Eve. Fine food, dynamic dance music, strobe lighting, sparklers, champagne to 

drink, and all in costumes from Hollywood, Musicals or Disneyland. There was absolutely 

nothing drab or dreary about them and I did wonder whether it was in part a reaction 

against Communist post-war austerities and the grimness of auld lang syne in the Eastern 

Bloc as dominated by the Soviet Union. 

When the Berlin Wall came down in 1989 and the former Russian empire crumbled, Pavel 

and Ludmilla were able to return to Zlin and Czechoslovakia again. I remember Lida 

commenting on the dowdiness of life behind the former Iron Curtain. When we moved 

away from Cheltenham, we lost touch with the Vlceks and their fabulously friendly 

New Year Parties.  

It all seems a long time ago now and so it is, almost forty new years on with all the many 

changes, celebrations and regrets that have come about between now and then. For just a 

few examples, there has been the reunification of Germany, the break-up of Yugoslavia 

producing seven new nations, the European Union and the euro, the division of 

Czechoslovakia, EU reforms followed by Brexit and the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, globally electronics and printed circuit boards (PCBs) have seemingly gone from 

strength to strength. Without them, presumably, I could not have typed this article on a 

computer and submitted it electronically. And so I wish a Happy New Year to all my 

readers. Or as they say in what is now the Czech Republic: šťastný nový rok. 

Duncan Forbes 
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The Revd Lizzie called, and ‘The Goths’ came marching in. 

Angie and I attended a quiet and restful Sunday Eucharist at St Mary’s Church, Whitby, 

which is right alongside the famous Whitby Abbey Ruins, that is forever linked to Bram 

Stoker’s gothic horror story ‘Dracula’ now in its 125th year of publication, although 

St Mary’s was already there when St Hilda built the abbey. 

We were intrigued that during the service the occasional music seemed to include phrases 

from ‘When the saints came marching in’. All was explained in the bell tower after the 

service but for now let us start at the beginning: 

We were welcomed into the church by a lively priest, the Revd Lizzie Reynolds, Honorary 

Chaplain to The Goths. Three years ago, she and the curate of St Mary’s, the Revd Paul 

Burnett, a full-time firefighter, with the blessing of her then placement supervisor, the Revd 

Paul Wheelhouse, a steampunk fan, (what a brilliant combination) set about arranging a 

Goth Mass Candlelit Service. A service blending the traditional 1662 Book of Common 

Prayer with music of a distinctly gothic flavour. This service was enthusiastically supported 

by the organist who devised a programme of music and hymns and songs, suitable to the 

occasion. Tubular bells had a significant place in the repertoire as obviously had ‘When the 

Saints!!’. They have had up to 130 Goths attend all splendidly attired (See Angie’s photos 

for a very small sample, all the photos would have filled the magazine, perhaps a special 

edition, Brian?) 

The Revd Lizzie told Paul Wilkinson of The Church Times (02.11.2022): 

“People were just really lovely,” she said. “The whole negative stuff from the past didn’t 

show up at all. I was very keen that I kept in touch with the Goth Weekend organisers. 

There is a huge sense that we want to work together.” 

Google AI Overview notes that: 

Additionally, on Saturday, November 1, chaplains were available throughout the day while 

the church was open for blessings, prayer, or lighting candles. Tea and cake were also 

available in the belfry from 11:15 am to 3:00 pm, along with churchyard tours at 12:00 

midday and 3:00 pm.  

What a wonderful blending of what might be considered a tribute to the spirits of horror, 

tuned into a service that boldly states : 

‘Jesus is Greater!’ 

Footnotes: 

A "Goth" person is primarily a member of a subculture that emerged from the gothic rock 

music scene, characterized by an appreciation for darker and more introspective aesthetics, 

fashion, and themes. (AI Overview) 

Steampunk is a style of design and fashion that combines historical elements with 

anachronistic technological features inspired by science fiction. (Oxford Languages) 

In the background, of the couple with spider faces, St Mary’s Church and bell tower can be 

seen, with St Hild’s (Hilda’s) Abbey ruins behind. 

John Moles  

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=87839103094c6a77&q=anachronistic&si=AMgyJEsC5654kKpXyhDciYYMoeWUiSUe9SIt1z6kfKKds06C9yagNdyC7Udu0qlY3IF-Vj0TJQ7_8QPAw8Hs831zPz2h9Sv7dRSZXxGYHFcvoVftW9qango%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwimxvqe8NqQAxWmS0EAHZaxAiUQyecJegQILxAS
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 Pictures by Angie Brassey  
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NEW YEAR'S EVE 

RING out, wild bells, to the wild sky, 

   The flying cloud, the frosty light: 

   The year is dying in the night; 

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die. 

Ring out the old, ring in the new, 

   Ring, happy bells, across the snow; 

   The year is going, let him go; 

Ring out the false, ring in the true. 

Ring out the grief that saps the mind, 

   For those that here we see no more; 

   Ring out the feud of rich and poor, 

Ring in redress to all mankind. 

Ring out a slowly dying cause, 

   And ancient forms of party strife; 

   Ring in the nobler modes of life, 

With sweeter manners, purer laws. 

Ring out the want, the care, the sin, 

   The faithless coldness of the times; 

   Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes, 

But ring the fuller minstrel in. 

Ring out false pride in place and blood, 

   The civic slander and the spite; 

   Ring in the love of truth and right, 

Ring in the common love of good. 

Ring out old shapes of foul disease, 

   Ring out the narrowing lust of gold; 

   Ring out the thousand wars of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace. 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 

   The larger heart, the kindlier hand; 

   Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 

 

Alfred Lord Tennyson             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was about between the years of 

1844 and 1850 that Alfred Lord 

Tennyson lived at No 10 St James 

Square in the centre of 

Cheltenham. This house was 

adjacent to St Gregory's Church 

and opposite what used to be the 

entrance to St James Railway 

Station in the centre of 

Cheltenham. That is where the 

world's fastest steam train “The 

Cheltenham Flyer” set forth for 

Paddington in the 1930s. Next 

door but one to No 10 was the 

Victoria Nursing Home where, in 

1930, I first saw the light of day as 

did my wife, Pamela, three years 

later. While Tennyson resided at 

No 10 St James Square he wrote 

much of his “IN MEMORIAM” in 

which featured the poem 

opposite. I expect he was inspired 

by the bells of the parish church, 

now renamed Cheltenham 

Minster, which would have been 

well within his earshot. 

Bernard Parkin 
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PRESTBURY CHURCH CHOIR AND BELLRINGERS 

Carol singing around the village, Christmas 1948 

Left to right, the singers were: 

Derek Brown (Organist and Choirmaster), Uncertain, Bill Gill, the Curate, Tommy Dean,  
Bob Dowdeswell (centre with specs), Frank Pendry (Tower Captain), Ralph Ward,  

Winnie Evans (with specs), Mary Tovey, Pamela Humphreys (who married to become 
Pamela Parkin), Bob Godfrey (the four behind them on right, unknown – can anyone help?) 

(Submitted by Bernard Parkin. He was away on National Service at this time.) 
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NEW YEAR 

New Year’s Day is the official birthday of all racehorses, and it is also one of the most 

looked forward to of all Cheltenham race meetings.  Because of this, Pamela and I annually 

held a pre-race party for about thirty of our friends, all of whom were either followers of 

steeplechasing or involved in the sport.  The Christmas decorations were still in place and 

the crowd, a very happy crowd, still in festive mood.  There were after all, another six days 

to go before Twelfth Night.  Our children, Nicola and Charlie, being on holiday from 

school, were willing waiters, running about serving the buffet.  The toast was always 

“Happy Birthday to racehorses everywhere!” 

In Bishops Cleeve there used to be a grocer’s shop called Beckinsale, run by a family named 

Blake.  They were renowned for their home-cooked ham and extra mature cheddar, and 

these two delicacies were the highlight of the buffet Pamela provided at our pre-race 

parties on New Year’s Day.  Derrick Blake, the son, would meticulously slice ham from 

bone and weigh it, which for thirty guests would be many slices.  Never would he begin to 

attack the great round of cheese with his length of thin wire before offering the customer a 

mouthful to taste, knowing full-well it would be given marks of 10/10.  Whatever weight of 

cheese was required, Derrick Blake’s eagle eye would study the great piece before him, pull 

the wire taught and cut off the exact amount of cheese.  Onto the scales it would go and, 

lo and behold, always it was within an ounce of that which was ordered! 

When Mr Blake senior retired and Beckinsale closed down, young Derrick applied to The 

Jockey Club for the position of Clerk of the Scales at racecourses all over the country.  

With his impressive CV, he found himself, instead of weighing out luscious slices of ham 

and tasty cheese, weighing world-famous jockeys like Frankie Dettori and A P McCoy.  

True to form, Derrick was still going for quality! 

Thinking about it now, how risky it had been to have all one’s eggs in the same basket at 

our New Year’s Day pre-racing parties.  Had Derrick Blake’s ham have been, shall we say, 

‘going off’ and our guests all gone down with food poisoning, that most popular of race-

meetings could well have been abandoned.  You see, the racecourse doctor, the Jockey 

Club head of security, the course vet, one trainer, two jockeys, a racecourse director, two 

stewards, the ambulance driver, one fence-builder, two groundstaff, three owners, two 

newspaper columnists, the starter and the course photographer were all at our New Year’s 

Day party! 

Another New Year vivid recollection for me is associated with Tennyson’s poem about 

bells, reminding me of Prestbury on New Year’s Eves.  The Prestbury ringers also rang out 

the old year and rang in the new.  My first involvement and lasting memory of this 

momentous occasion was in 1945-46 when a four-and-a-half-gallon barrel of Barber’s 

Church Farm cider was hoisted with some difficulty up into the ringing chamber.  Settled 

onto the side-bench closest to the entry trapdoor, it was wedged with a couple of hymn 

books to keep it steady.  In those days we used ‘Songs of Praise’.  The barrel was not 

allowed to be tapped until the New Year was well and truly rung in and the bells stood.  

The vicar, Father Hill, had climbed the stairway, lifted the trapdoor a few inches and as 

soon as the tenor had rested on its stay, the bell-ropes tied up and all was quiet, did he 

emerge.  It was strictly forbidden for anyone, not even a man of the cloth, to enter the 

ringing chamber while the bells were in action.  (There were all sorts of tales of people 

being lifted into the air by an out-of-control bell-rope and hanged).   
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No one was ever hanged by the bells of St Mary’s Prestbury, but I was present when a 

curate we once had went up with his rope!  As a novice campanologist, the Revd Ruming 

lost control of his rope and therefore his bell which snapped its retaining stay and began to 

wind him up.  In his panic he kept hold of his bell rope and as he left the floor, raised his 

eyes heavenward.  He was fast nearing the three-inch diameter hole in the floor above, 

through which the rope would soon pass on its way up to the bells.  Realising there was no 

way he could squeeze through that hole, his gaze heavenward changed from one of interest 

to a plea for divine intervention.  With advice quicky relayed, he obeyed instructions like 

the good clergyman he was and let go.  His return to the ringing chamber floorboards was 

nothing like as painful as it might have been and the Revd Ruming survived with nothing 

more than bruising.   

As a reminder of his dramatic deliverance, he was presented with the broken stay which 

was probably part of the shaft of a farm cart, which in those days was often the case.  This 

of course demanded a cartoon, a few verses and a title, which if I remember rightly went 

so: “Verily thou shalt be lifted up”.  To my knowledge the good Reverend never climbed 

the tower steps again.  Little did he know that a cartoon of him swinging about on the end 

of his rope like a giant pendulum, was pinned to the ringing chamber wall, adding to the 

‘gallery’ of caricatures I did of other members of the band when the occasion arose.  After 

a few years’ exposure they were taken down and stored in the tower chest, where I 

believe they remain to this day, seventy years since the event.  So the Reverend lies 

adjacent to the dozen handbells that have been traditionally released from captivity every 

Christmas, bells that need no dangerous ropes to operate!  (Thanks to Pam Hyett, Bob 

Dowdeswell’s sister, for reminding me of some of the detail.) 

Father Hill climbed up to the ringing chamber that night, the reason being of course, to 

wish the ringers a “Happy New Year”.  I remember he was offered a mug of cider 

afterwards.  I do not remember if he blessed the barrel before it was tapped.  I hope he did 

– it was my Dad’s barrel! 

Bernard Parkin 
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BRASS POLISHING AND 'LIGHT UP THE CHURCH’ 

On 31st October a jolly group of us had a splendid afternoon polishing brass and silver at 
St Mary's, restoring items to their true brightness and lifting spirits with joyful chatter. 

This was immediately followed by 'Light up the church' where we kept the church fully lit 
and had snacks and hot drinks ready for any who ventured into the churchyard. There was a 
life-size angel in the porch to welcome people to come inside (rather than lurking in the 
darkness) and we had crafts and a 'count the Jesus images' quest for younger visitors. A 
goodly number of folk (more adults than children, surprisingly) ventured into the church 
simply because all the lights were on, so it was lovely to welcome them in and share time 
together. 

Helen Mann 

 

 

A TIME TO REMEMBER 

We celebrated All Souls on Sunday 2nd November at St Mary's. On entering the church we 
were invited to light a candle in the Good Shepherd Chapel in memory of our loved ones 
who we see no longer and we could also write names of loved ones on hearts to hang on 
the (real) tree of remembrance. During the service the names were read out of those for 
whom we have conducted funerals in the last three years. It was a special time to pause 
and remember. 

On Sunday 9th we gathered at the war memorial in Prestbury High Street for a very moving 
act of remembrance. Then we processed back to St Mary's for our Eucharist with healing, 
the latter seeming particularly needed and appropriate given the nature of the day. 

A large group of us gathered again at the war memorial on Tuesday 11th for a short service 
and two-minute silence at 11am to commemorate the Armistice. We were actually silent 
for a lot longer than two minutes and that felt especially poignant. 

Helen Mann 

 

PIANO RECITAL AT ST MARY’S 

On one of the wettest November days in decades, a small but supportive group gathered in 

St Mary's for a most wonderful piano recital performed by Joshua Stokes in aid of 

Alzheimer’s research. 'A journey through song and dance' led us from William Byrd to 

Peter Philips, Frederic Chopin (Four lively Mazurkas) Frederico mompou (a curious song 

and dance) and on to Gershwin (four well known songs from the shows). I have to say I 

groaned when I saw Gershwin on the programme, but Joshua played with such enthusiasm, 

creativity and skill that I might just have to give Gershwin another hearing. The recital was 

just an hour long which is great for those of us with short attention spans and was truly 

well worth attending. I would definitely recommend going if Joshua performs any further 

recitals. 

Helen Mann 
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Christmas 

When days are short and weather drear, 

We know that Christmas time is near. 

Time to fill the darkest nights 

With lots and lots of coloured lights. 

We do not know if our Saviour dear 

Was born at this time of the year, 

But it just seemed nice 

To celebrate the coming of the Christ. 

At Bethlehem, when the Christ was born 

He brought with him a brand new dawn. 

Therefore, joyfully, we can sing, 

And all the church bells we can ring. 

 

 

Epiphany 

There came wise men from afar, 

Who were following a star. 

They said they were looking for a king, 

When they saw Jesus they worshipped Him, 

And gave Him all their Royal presents, 

Gold and Myrrh and Frankincense. 

They had a dream one night, 

To keep out of Herod’s sight. 

As they knew where home lay, 

They went back another way. 

 

Joseph said to Mary, “We must away, 

Or Herod, the child, will slay.” 

So it was to Egypt they fled, 

Where they stayed until Herod was dead. 

Then, not being ones to roam, 

Returned and made Nazareth their home. 

 

The whole story can be found in Matthew, chapter 2 
Clare Wyatt 

 

 

Marle Hill WI 

We met on Monday 3 November 2025 for our Annual Meeting. 

We had the usual business meeting and dates were given out for our Knit and Natter, 

Book Club and our Birthday Lunch. 

One of our members, Wendy, had arranged a quiz for us, which was very entertaining with 

the winning team getting just a point between them and second place team. 

After our refreshments we had our Annual Meeting with reports from the Treasurer, 

Secretary and President. All were duly thanked for all their hard work and the President 

and Treasurer were presented with a card and a plant as they were stepping down from 

their roles. We then had a secret vote, in accordance with our constitution, to find a new 

President. Wendy Custerson was voted in as our new President for the coming year. The 

Treasurer will be found within the committee. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 1 December and our speaker is Paul. 

Do come and join us and have some ME time and enjoy the company of like-minded ladies. 

If you want any more information, contact Sara Jefferies. 

Sue Davies 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Music and Readings for Advent 

Sunday 30 November at 6:30pm  in St Nicolas Church 

Led by Canon Pauline with singers from the choirs of St Nicolas and All Saints 

To be followed by refreshments 

 

 

WI Coffee Morning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Tree Decorating plus crafts for children and adults 

Saturday 6 December at 2:15pm in St Mary’s Church. + Refreshments 

 

 

Christingle Service 

Sunday 7 December at 5:00pm in St Mary’s Church 
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Tewkesbury Choral Society 

www.tewkesburychoral.org.uk 

Directed by John Holloway 

Charpentier: Te Deum  

   Handel: Royal Fireworks Music 

   Haydn: Harmoniemesse  
Regency Sinfonia 

5 Vocal Soloists 

Saturday 6 December 2025 at 7:30pm 

Tewkesbury Abbey 
Tickets (unreserved) £20 from Society members, the Abbey Shop 01684 856148, Alison’s Bookshop 

at the door 
 and on line at www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s    Accompanied school children free 

 

 

Carols at Waitrose  

Saturday 13 December at 10:00am at Waitrose 

 

Bereavement Friendship Group 

We will be meeting in St Mary’s Church, Prestbury  

on Monday 15 December at 2.15-4pm 

If you have lost a loved one and would like to talk to others in a similar situation, please 

come along. You will be most welcome, whether you are new or have come before.  

Light refreshments will be provided.         Marion Povey 

 

 

Community Celebration of Christmas 

On Monday 15 December at 6:30pm  in  St Nicolas 

Carols, Candles, Poems, Children’s Pop-up Nativity   

with the Brownies, Helen Gill dancers and Community 

 

 

Carols at The Kings Arms 

On Tuesday 16 December at 7:00pm  in  The Kings Arms, Prestbury  
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Welcome on Wednesday 

Wednesday 17 December at 2.30pm in the 

St Nicolas Room. There will be home-made 

cakes, tea or coffee for £2 and the chance to meet 

friends and have a friendly chat. So please come 

along, maybe bringing a neighbour? 

 

 

 

Carols at The Ridge 

Wednesday 17 December at 6:00pm  in The Ridge, Wymans Brook  

 

 

Carols at The Plough 

Friday 19 December 600pm in The Plough, Prestbury 

 

 

Lessons and Carols by Candlelight 

Sunday 21 December  at 6.30pm  in St Mary’s Church  

 

 

Dramatic Villagers Pantomime for the John Hopkins Trust 

Summon the Genie of the Lamp and the Slave of the Ring and fly to Old Peking for this 
year’s spectacular family pantomime – Aladdin - A lad in trouble! 

Panto rehearsals at Prestbury hall are in full swing and things are looking fabulous! Lots of 
laughs, plenty of sparkle, and maybe just a touch of chaos…"Oh yes they are!”  With a great 
cast of local people, hilarious comedy, toe-tapping songs, and plenty of “it’s behind you!” 
fun, this show is the perfect treat for all ages. Will Aladdin find the magic lamp, win the 
heart of Princess Lotus Blossom, and outwit the wicked Abanazzar? There’s only one way to 
find out! 

All the profits from the bar and the show go to raising money for the John Hopkins Trust 
providing nursing respite care for Gloucestershire’s life-limited and life-threatened young 
children. So please come and join us for some family fun, eat and drink and enjoy the 
panto. 

The show runs from Friday 30th January to Sunday 1st February, with both matinee and 
evening shows.  

Tickets are already selling fast from: https://thedramaticvillagers.co.uk/shop 

Adult tickets are £12.50 and Child Tickets £6 (up to age of 16) 
Children under 2 are free providing they are seated on an adult’s lap. 

https://thedramaticvillagers.co.uk/shop
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FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S AGM 

 

 ADS C2 
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FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S AGM 
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TIMES OF REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 

  Sunday  0800 Said Eucharist 

   1st Sunday 0930 Breakfast Celebrate! – All-age worship 

   Other Sundays 0900 Breakfast Celebrate!   at Infant School  

    1100 Sung Eucharist 

   1st Sunday 1830 Evening Prayer at Capel Court  

   2nd Sunday 1800 Benediction  

   Other Sundays 1800 Evening Prayer  

  Thursday  1030 Said Eucharist 

St Nicolas Church, Prestbury 

  Sunday  0930* Sung Eucharist 

  Tuesday  1000 Said Eucharist 

All Saints Church, Pittville 

  Sunday  0800 Holy Mass 

    1030* Solemn Mass 

 Weekdays    Holy Mass usually on 3 days, check noticeboard 

 Saturday 1st Saturday 1000 Holy Mass for Our Lady of Walsingham 

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village 

  Sunday 1st Sunday 0930 Family Communion 

    1700 Evensong 

   2nd Sunday 0930 BCP Holy Communion 

   3rd Sunday 0930 Holy Communion 

    1700 Evensong 

   4th Sunday 0930 Holy Communion  

   5th Sunday 1000 Benefice Holy Communion 
       alternates with St Mary Magdalene 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Elmstone Hardwicke 

  Sunday 1st Sunday 1100 BCP Holy Communion 

   2nd Sunday 1100 Family Service (no communion) 

   3rd Sunday 1100 Holy Communion 

   4th Sunday 1100 Holy Communion 

   5th Sunday 1000 Benefice Holy Communion 
       alternates with St Lawrence 

  Wednesday 2nd Wednesday 1900 Celtic Evening Prayer 

  Thursday 4th Thursday 1900 Celtic Evening Prayer 

 

* These services are usually streamed on the internet. These and other services are recorded 

so may be accessed live or later on the Team’s YouTube page - 

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams  

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry/streams


 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Children’s Work 

Linda Biggs 01242 510856 

   linda.biggs@prestbury.net 

Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Biggs 07769 581822 

Organist & Choir Director 

St Mary: Peter Greaves 01452 739108 

   peter.greaves@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas: contact the Team Office 01242 244373 

   admin@northchelt.org.uk 

Parish Magazine 

Editor: Brian Wood  01242 515941 

   magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising: Richard Johnson 07535 417828 

   advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher: Mr Matt Ferris 

   01242 383817 

Hall Letting 

Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 01242 239590 

   bookings@prestburyhall.com 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane  

   hallhire@northchelt.org.uk 

Parish Giving Scheme 

76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 

   info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

  

Copy Dates and Themes for Future Magazines 2026 

Issue Copy Date Theme 

February Sunday 11 January Good Humour 

March Sunday 8 February Holidays 

April Sunday 15 March Modern Life 

May Sunday 12 April Pleasure 

June Sunday 17 May The Sea 

July Sunday 14 June British Summer Time 

August Sunday 12 July Desert Island Discs 

September Sunday 16 August Ireland 

October Sunday 13 September Scotland 

November Sunday 11 October Wales 

Dec / Jan Sunday 15 November Memorials 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. The copy 

date is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but there may be scope for some flexibility. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

February 2026 Magazine    Theme: Good Humour  
Please send copy by Sunday 11 January 2026 

or soon after  
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