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Those who have gone before us
The deadline for material for this edition of the magazine came at the time of the
Heritage Weekend. Across the country and across the town, buildings were open to the
public, many of them buildings that are not normally open for public viewing. Across our
North Cheltenham Team Ministry we opened three of our churches especially for the
Heritage Weekend; St Mary’s in Prestbury, All Saints in Pittville and St Mary Magdalene in
Elmstone Hardwicke. Of course, these buildings are regularly open! They are open for
public acts of worship, not only on Sundays but, for some of them, at other times during
the week. They are used for other services, those we call ‘the occasional offices’;
baptisms, marriages and funerals. We also manage to keep St Mary’s open every day of
the week so that people can just drop in, to look around or, more usually, to find a quiet
space to pray, to reflect, perhaps to light a candle, or maybe just to sit in the presence of
God. (St Nicolas is also left open during the week and All Saints is open on Saturday
mornings).
For the Heritage Weekend we displayed some of the old registers of baptisms, marriages
and burials which are now held for us at the Gloucester Archives. Looking through these
old registers at the names and dates made me very aware of those people who have gone
before us; those who have lived locally in our parishes but more particularly, those who
have been members of our church families. Walking around our church buildings with
some of those names on my mind, I was very aware of those who had worshipped in
those buildings over the centuries. Those who had celebrated their important family
occasions in the churches; those who had given so much of their time (and often money)
to support the work of the church, the ministry and mission of God’s people in these
places.
The Bible passage that came to mind was from the letter to the Hebrews, chapter 12;
‘therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God’. (Hebrews 12: 1&2)
I was very aware of that ‘great cloud’ of all those who had gone before us and silently
gave thanks for them and for all that they have given to us; all the ways in which their
lives have blessed ours. I was also aware that we are the inheritors; the ones who take
up the baton and run ‘the race that is set before us’. We should feel encouraged by all
those who have gone before, perhaps thinking of them cheering us on and we should
look to Jesus, placing our trust in him, as we move forward in faith. All that is still to
come, all that we still have to do, all those who are still to join us; all of this is built on
the foundations laid by those who have gone before us.
Fr Michael
___________________________________________________________________

Magazine Deadline Date
Copy date for the next magazine is Saturday 12th October 2013. Copy should be
sent by email to magazine@prestbury.net
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Editorial Team Corner
By the time you read this, our two new IT volunteers will have already tasted their first
magazine production. The Editorial Team are delighted to welcome Harry Porter and
John Payne. Harry is well known throughout the NCTM for his IT contributions to
Celebrate and his work at the Cathedral. You will find John’s profile and introduction on
page 35.
Summer feedback from readers and contributors highlight the interest and enjoyment
promoted not only by our monthly themes, but also themes from individual contributors.
Specifically Richard Gould’s five-part series ‘The Way’, February through to September.
Jill Smith is now in the process of collating a two-part theme on the Orkney Chapel,
following her holiday on The Orkneys. Please look out for her first instalment in
November.
Recently, a group of us at Welcome on Wednesday discussed the complexity and
challenge of contributing to this month’s theme ’Spirits’. RG is the only contributor to
confront the theme, see page 7. You will find a thought provoking article which speaks to
us all.
My own contribution on this theme stems from a Radio 3 talk entitled ‘The Idea of Sin’.
It’s interesting that in animist cultures, (cultures that believe in animal spirits), spirits
themselves are never simply good or bad, actually, they are in fact a lot like real human
beings. They can be good, they can be bad and they themselves can have their kindness
or malicious intent cultivated by the way that you treat them.
So, you get tempter demons who will try to lead you into bad things, and you get
attacking demons who will try to frighten you. But in the end all of these things have to
be turned in to a question of the kind of relationship that you cultivate with them. So you
have to avoid the demons that tempt those sprites in the forest. Even in Grimm’s fairy
tales, we see stories of witches or princesses or tricksters who will try to tempt a
character to leave their quest behind.
There is a wonderful story in the Grimm Fairy Tale Canon of 12 dancing princesses and
an old soldier, who has been brought in to try to sort out what they are doing in the
evenings, when they go out dancing. And of course, for an old soldier who has been out
in the wars, suddenly to be presented with 12 beautiful princesses… WOW! What a
temptation…to ditch his original quest and party with the girls. But he doesn’t do that.
The notion that we have to overcome those sorts of temptations, to overcome sin if you
like, overcome wrong-doing and achieve the good life, is a constant theme of every hero
across different cultures.
Source: The idea of sin, BBC Radio 3, 17th February 2013
Jean Johnson
__________________________________________________________________
FUTURE MAGAZINE THEMES
November - Music
Dec/Jan - Christmas
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Thank you, God, for Everything
There’s an encouraging thought in St Paul’s letter to the young church at Ephesus, where
in Chapter 5 he writes:
“Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything.”
Most parents, thank God, teach youngsters to say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’. Isn’t that nice?
Nowadays our church services are much more cheerful than when I was young and
certainly different from Victorian solemnity. I remember remarking to my Mum about
the difference between Church of England services and Methodist services, being that in
Anglican churches people seemed too shy to sing (this was half a century ago). Thank
God for ‘Songs of Praise’.
Sometimes we’re overwhelmed with wanting to say thank you. In Spring we’re inspired
to want to say thanks: the first buds on the trees; the snowdrops (there seem to be
more in churchyards this year); magnificent sunsets; frost and snowflake patterns; the
rich variety of the natural world, (thanks to TV science and natural history programmes)
and new-born babies - I could go on.
We, who believe in a loving Father God sing at harvest time: “All good gifts around us
are sent from heaven above - then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love.”
Our services in church are geared to saying ‘thank you’. We’ll be saying ‘thank you’ again
this Harvest Festival for God’s love for us. We say ‘thank you’ for the gift of God’s Spirit
to inspire and help us in our everyday lives at Whitsun. At rogation-tide we ask God’s
blessing on our and farmers' efforts in the fields and in our gardens.
One writer urges us to try to thank God each day for at least one blessing we can’t
remember giving God thanks for previously. Another urges us to make our ultimate goal
to be engulfed by, and saturated with, an ‘attitude of gratitude’. “Not some emotional
high or an escape from reality, but living in a state of thankfulness” - before, during and
after we receive answers to our prayers.
Thank you for the world so sweet,
Thank you for the food we eat,
Thank you for the birds that sing,
Thank you God for everything.
RG

Front Cover Photo:
THE TARES: MATTHEW 13:v30 “Let them both grow together till
harvest and at harvest time I will tell the reaper. ’Gather the darnel first,
Advertisements
tie it in bundles for burning, then collect the wheat into my barn.”’
Stained Glass Window by Thomas Denny
at the Church of St Christopher, Warden Hill Cheltenham
Photographer: Edward Wyatt.
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The future shape of ministry across the Team Ministry
Fr Daniel Papworth’s last Sunday with us will be Sunday 20th October. In order to
say ‘farewell and thank you’ to Fr Daniel, Sarah and Joel, everyone is invited to St Mary’s
church in Prestbury from 12.15pm onwards. Please come for a pre-lunch drink and
please bring a small plate of finger food to share. (There will not be any cutlery!) After
lunch there will be some presentations and a short concluding service.
What happens next?
Fr Daniel will not immediately be replaced and so the number of full-time clergy in the
North Cheltenham Team Ministry will reduce to 3 (Fr Michael, Fr Stephen and Revd Liz
Palin). Responsibility for each of the 5 churches in the Team will be taken by one of our
3 full-time priests (the ‘lead priest’). This person will have overall responsibility for
pastoral matters and will be the first point of contact. They will also be responsible for
worship at all of the services, liaising with relevant committees and working with
Churchwardens and other local ministers who are connected with that church.
St Mary’s Prestbury & St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke
Fr Michael Cozens is the ‘lead priest’
All Saints Pittville & St Nicolas Prestbury
Fr Stephen Eldridge is the ‘lead priest’
St Lawrence Swindon Village & Cheltenham St Peter
Revd Liz Palin is the ‘lead priest’
The ‘lead priest’ will not be able to be present for every service that takes place and we
will continue to rely very much on the help of our retired clergy and lay ministers who
will continue to take services for us.
Prestbury vicarage
Although Fr Daniel will not immediately be replaced, in the longer term we hope that the
Vicarage in Prestbury will again be occupied by a priest and so we have asked the
Diocese to retain the house. Diocesan policy is that houses are let to tenants rather
than being left empty.
______________________________________________________________________________

Winner of Caption Competition
Colin Holman – with:
‘Creme de la creme? Pull the other one!’
Congratulations, Colin
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All Saintstide
Again this year, due to the way the calendar falls, we will commemorate All Souls before
we celebrate All Saints.
All Souls Day Saturday 2nd November
There will be a simple Requiem Mass in St Mary’s at 9.30am. During the service we will
remember before God, by name, our own departed loved ones. Lists will be available in
each church for you to enter any names you would like remembered.
There will also be a Requiem Mass in All Saints church at 1200 on All Souls day. If you
would prefer to have the names of your departed loved ones read during this service,
please give your list of names to one of the clergy or send them to the Team Office and
mark them ‘All Saints’.
All Saints Sunday 3rd November
The celebration of all the saints will be kept on Sunday 3rd November and in the
afternoon, at 3.30pm, there will be a Memorial Service in St Mary’s. Each year we invite
those who have been bereaved during the past year to join us for a service of hymns and
prayers during which we join them in remembering their loved ones who have died.
Anyone is welcome to join us for this service at 3.30pm in St Mary’s. Members of our
bereavement support group will provide tea after the service. (Please note that there
will not be a service at 6.30pm in St Mary’s on this day.)

Advertisement
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A View From The Pew
As Christians we live in two worlds - the everyday human world and the spiritual world.
It’s in what I call the spiritual world where we meet God, of course. We communicate
with our Maker in the spiritual world because God is a spirit.
But hold on a minute, are these worlds really separate?
We can meet God in our world if only we have the inner eye to recognise it.
Christianity and other religions say both these worlds are equally real. I suppose we
could say that Christianity teaches that the real things are not things but are unseen
realities like love. Let’s just stay with the idea of two worlds. Where these two worlds
meet in the bible is in the story of the transfiguration* of Jesus. You know the story, I’m
sure. As some of Jesus’ disciples watch in awe, they’re taken into the spiritual world and
see Jesus’ earthly form - his humanity - transformed into a heavenly form. The human
Jesus is translated into the divine form of Jesus. One of the dangers, I think, that we
believers today have to face - especially as we live in this prevailing atmosphere where
everyone seems to think that surroundings they can touch and feel and see are the only
reality, is that we may miss the wonder of that other spiritual dimension.
We may be missing out on an intuition of, and feeling for, God's world that surrounds us.
The world we can see and touch is not the only reality. The Old Testament leaders like
Moses knew it - remember the burning bush - the prophets knew it. The three disciples
who saw the vision knew it. If we're short-sighted - if our eyes are turned only
downwards as we walk along in life, we’ll see the earthly things - the cracks in the
pavement - and miss the wonder of that higher spiritual reality. We'll be missing such a
lot. Have you caught glimpses of the spiritual world? Perhaps those glimpses are what
keep us going as we try to live up to our Christianity - those glimpses that we get of the
truth and beauty behind the universe.
True Christian love looks into the face of God in those times apart from the world but it
also sees the face of God in other men and women. Christian love revels in the
heightened experiences and the glory of the ideal but it's also willing to serve in the
everyday world. Christian love stretches up one hand to God, but with the other never
lets go of fellow-human beings. For some of us the quiet of a church service is where we
contact that other real world of the spirit. At other times it is the quiet moment in the
country or by the sea. At other times it’s in human love and relationships. I think it’s
unfortunately too easy for us, surrounded by noise and earth-light and constant
entertainment to forget that we must draw aside and listen for God's voice and remind
ourselves of the lasting world of eternity. Don’t let’s forget the important things.

RG

* Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9

St Mary’s Bakestall
The September stall raised £20 which was sent to Lepra and the Leprosy Mission in
response to urgent appeals for South Sudan where children with Leprosy are starving.
The next bakestall, provided by the A-F team falls on 20th October, Father Daniel’s
last Sunday with us. Let’s make it a good one!
Margaret Waker
-7-
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New Bishop of Tewkesbury
The Bishop of Gloucester, the Right Revd Michael Perham, announced in early August
that the Venerable Martyn Snow has been appointed as the new Bishop of Tewkesbury.
The role of the Bishop of Tewkesbury covers the whole of Gloucestershire and beyond.
In practice, this means that he will act as the assistant bishop for Gloucestershire,
working alongside Bishop Michael.
Martyn, aged 45, is currently the Archdeacon of
Sheffield and Rotherham and will be ordained and
consecrated as a bishop by the Archbishop of
Canterbury on 25 September at Westminster Abbey.
He will also have an official service of welcome in the
Diocese on Saturday 12 October in Gloucester
Cathedral.
Martyn has had a world view of Church life after being
born and raised in Indonesia and working as a Vicar and
youth chaplain in West Africa. His ministerial life back
in the UK has been spent in Sheffield and Rotherham
where he trained for his curacy, became a Vicar and an
Area Dean before being appointed Archdeacon.
Martyn is married to Lynn, a paediatrician who
specialises in adoption and fostering and they have
three children aged 11, 10 and 8. The eldest is Roxanna followed by two boys Fraser and
Wesley.
Martyn said of his appointment, “I'm hugely looking forward to getting to know the
people and places of Gloucester Diocese. I will have much to learn both about the
churches of the diocese and the customs and traditions of the area.
“I'm also looking forward to learning about what it means to be a bishop at a time of
great change in the church. I am particularly interested in helping the church to engage
confidently with the many issues faced by local communities and the wider society. I am
convinced of the importance of partnership, both between churches and between the
church and other voluntary, community and faith groups.”
Bishop Michael is delighted that Martyn accepted
the invitation to come to Gloucestershire as
Bishop of Tewkesbury. He said, “He will bring
energy, a focus on mission and the perspective of
a younger church leader to our life in the Diocese
of Gloucester. We shall welcome Martyn and Lynn
and their family and look forward to drawing them
into our diocesan family.”
Katherine Clamp
Communications Officer
Diocese of Gloucester
-8-
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An Australian Connection
We came to England in general to see the sights and to experience the history of the UK
and Ireland, and in particular to find more ancestral facts and “join the dots” of Mary's
forebears, the Buckle family, who lived in the Elmstone Hardwick – Uckington Tredington area of the Cotswolds, and in particular at the “Moat House” in Uckington.
Our first objective was well and truly covered by the incredible scenery, stories, sights,
history and people of this really historic country. Every turn in the road reveals yet
another fascinating adventure.
Our main objective to prove family facts and possibly discover new family data was more
than realised when we arrived and researched in the Cheltenham area. After a wonderful
pre-arranged onsite meeting with the present owners of the “Moat House” we were
generously given by them most informative hard copy and verbal information pertaining
to previous Buckle owners of the now beautifully presented “Moat House”. Their
generosity and genuine friendship is greatly appreciated.
Yet there was more to come. We knew from older family members of the Buckle
involvement with St Mary Magdalene Church at Elmstone Hardwick and that many graves
and memorials were within and without the church, thus puting together some cherished
facts. Our first visit to the church proved to be, in time, the beginning of a wonderful
adventure and beyond our most vivid imaginings.
We attended services each Sunday at St Mary Magdalene for the month we were in the
Cotswolds and from the first we were warmly welcomed by each and every member of
the congregation to the point of sharing lovely cups of tea after service. It so happened
that our visit coincided with the National Heritage Weekend of 14/15th September. As
well as the incredible Saturday evening Pig Roast, church records of baptisms, weddings
and funerals dating from 16th century and usually housed in the Gloucestershire Archives
were on display for perusal. In between the inevitable cups of tea, these records were
carefully and painstakingly searched by Mary with fantastic results. She was even able to
track family back to early 17th century as well as discovering in person, searching in the
church, a third cousin sharing the same great great grandfather. We even found close
connection to Swindon Hall via the Surmans.
The National Heritage Weekend is a wonderful institution for people not only to view
priceless records but more importantly to see and feel the wonderment of their local
church and the sincerity and loving of the parishioners who make these events possible.
Mary and I have walked in the footsteps of her forebears who graced the floors of the
“Moat House” and worshipped at St Mary Magdalene Church, an incredibly surreal feeling.
We leave in the hope that the wonderful genuine people of St Mary Magdalene continue
to enjoy their lovely Church and each other’s love of everything sacred and this love
encourages more people to involve themselves in the Church and thus this bonded
congregation. The warmth of friendship and love these people conveyed to us, practical
strangers, from the first instance to the last overwhelmed us to the point that they will
never be forgotten. We wish them well and they are forever in our hearts. We go home
with sincere wonderful memories of these people and our experiences. Until we meet
again - God bless you all.
Mary and Daryle Nash, Applethorpe, Queensland, Australia
-9-

October 2013

Prestbury Parish Magazine

Advertisements

- 10 -

Prestbury Parish Magazine

October 2013

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
AUCTION OF PROMISES
Saturday 19th October at St Nicolas Church
So what exactly is an auction of promises?
Imagine the promise of a dozen freshly baked scones to put in the freezer, or a litre of
home-made soup. If you have a busy life-style, might you be tempted to put in a bid?
Maybe a chauffeured trip for four to Cribbs’ for a shopping trip?
If you are lucky enough to own a convertible, how about offering a drive in the
Cotswolds, or a pillion ride on a motorbike?
You might offer a few hours help gardening, babysitting, knitting, shopping. Maybe
language lessons, helping someone get set up on Skype, learning how to send e-mails, carwashing.......
We can ALL offer a promise, but in order to raise funds we also need you all to come
along to bid against each other!
There will be light refreshments on the night, so please bring your friends. To place a
promise in the Auction, contact Janet Ford or Marcus Steel at St Nicolas, or any of the
wardens within the team. All will be welcome!

Ride for Ryder
Sunday 13th October 2013.
Location: Burley Fields, Leckhampton Lane, Cheltenham.
We're asking you to get active this October by taking part in a 35 mile bike ride in
Cheltenham for Sue Ryder.
Not only is 2013 the 60th anniversary of Sue Ryder, it’s also Ride for Ryder’s 25th
birthday. What better year to come on down and help raise vital funds for people in
Gloucestershire living with incurable illness?
Ride for Ryder is open to people of all fitness levels. If you are a keen cyclist or just want
to make a day of it with your friends or family, then Sue Ryder want to hear from you.
Celebrate with Sue Ryder and support Leckhampton Court Hospice.
The entry fee is £12. For more information and to register go to
www.SueRyder.org/RideforRyderLCH, or email leckhampton.events@sueryder.org or call
01242 246274.
Angela Walker, Volunteer with the Fundraising Team at Sue Ryder, Leckhampton Court Hospice.
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The Severn Forum
This charity was founded in 2000 by Professor Roy Niblett who was a leading
educationalist in Gloucestershire. Its purpose was “to provide a forum in the West
Midlands and Severn Valley for the stimulation of thoughtful interest in contemporary
theology through lectures and discussion groups”.
The next lecture is to be held on Tuesday 15th October at 7.30pm. The lecturer will
be Christopher Herbert (former Bishop of St Albans). His subject is “Glittering Prizes:
the Mosaics of Ravenna”. We use the Main Lecture Theatre at the Park Campus of the
University in Cheltenham. Entry FREE for full-time school and university students.
Otherwise a £3 donation is requested per lecture. Membership subscription is £10 or
£12 for a couple annually.
I am happy to give more information.
Fr John Gann

Prestbury Mothers' Union
The M.U. are having a luncheon party at The Apple Tree, Woodmancote, on Tuesday
22nd October, 12 for 12.30pm. Menus available from me. I need to know
requirements by 13th October. This is a good place to relax and enjoy one another’s
company.
Sylvia McKenzie, Branch Leader (tel 528825)

Pilgramages to the Holy Land and Greece
Revd Geoff Crago of Highnam is organising two pilgrimages next year:
24th March to 2nd April 2014 to the Holy Land.
Six nights based close to the Old City of Jerusalem provide a great opportunity to
prepare for Easter with visits to Gethsemane, the Hill of Calvary, and the Tomb of Jesus.
Further trips out from the city to Bethany, Bethlehem, Emmaus, Jericho and the Dead
Sea. Then three nights by the Sea of Galilee with visits including Capernaum, Mount of
Beatitudes, Nazareth and Cana.
22nd to 30th September 2014 to Greece in the Steps of St Paul.
Travelling along the Eastern coast of Greece visiting Philippi, Thesalonika, the Meteora
Monasteries, Delphi, Athens and Corinth. This pilgrimage brings alive Paul’s missionary
journeys and the growth of the early Church.
For full details telephone Geoff on 01452 750575; email
or see the website: www.crago.co.uk
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Riding Lights
TWO Riding Lights shows coming to Cheltenham - both excellent, high quality
entertainment with gospel-filled intent. Please add these dates to your diary - contact
Natalie Burfitt (paulandnatalieb@googlemail.com) for more information or visit
www.ridinglights.org for viewable trailers.
a different drum - Thursday 17 October, St Matthew's Church.
Small stories to change a troubled world
In the blood of a flea, wrapped in a bundle of French silk,
the plague arrives in the Derbyshire village of Eyam. With
it comes a devastating decision. As the entire community
chooses the bold path of sacrifice… they begin to march
to the sound of a different drum.
Beginning in the 17th century, the play follows a thread
through history to the present day, picking up accounts of
other men and women who dare to break the boundaries
of self-interest. Beating with a heart of resistance and
selflessness, these are stories of individuals who set out in
hope and discover their potential for remarkable love in
action.
Full of life and colourful music, a different drum imagines
how different the world could be if we responded unswervingly to the golden rule – ‘do
unto others as you would have them do to you.’
Suitable for young people over the age of 10.
Friday 13 December - 'Only 80 Miles to Christmas', St Luke's Church Hall, 7pm
You’d think it would be simple enough… one carpenter on his
own, pops down to Bethlehem, registers for the census and nips
back home again. No problem.
But Mary wants to come too, so they might need nappies, a
travel cot and even some squeaky toys, and it’s not an easy
route, especially carrying an extra passenger or two. Then
there’s the risk of scally-wags and ruffians, to say nothing of
bumping into undercover angels, Persian philosophers and a
wildly mischievous camel called Desmond (heaven knows where
he’s going!).
Odd things are happening on the way to the census office. Still,
everyone’s counting down the miles to Christmas! You’d think that would be simple
enough…
Suitable for the whole family.

- 16 -

Prestbury Parish Magazine

October 2013

Diary October 2013
6 Sun

0930
0930
1100
8 Tue 1430
9 Wed 1930
11 Fri
1930
12 Sat
0900
1330
1630
1930
13 Sun 1530
15 Tue 1000
1930
16 Wed 1430
1930
19 Sat
1900
20 Sun 1215
25 Fri
1800
26 Sat
1530
27 Sun
28 Mon 1930

Celebration of Harvest
Harvest Festival
Harvest Festival
Infant School Harvest service
Celebrate! leaders’ meeting
CHADS ‘Autumn Frolics’
Diocesan Synod
Wedding
Service to welcome new Bishop
CHADS ‘Autumn Frolics’
Baptisms
Meeting of Ecumenical ministers
FOSMP committee
Welcome on Wednesday
Communications group
Auction of Promises
Farewell lunch for the Papworths
Wedding rehearsal
Wedding
Bible Sunday
Bereavement Supporters

St Nicolas
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
Prestbury Vicarage
Prestbury Hall
St Nicolas
St Mary’s
Cathedral
Prestbury Hall
St Mary’s
Cheltenham Minister
Finchcroft Lane
St Nicolas
Prestbury Vicarage
St Nicolas
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Nicolas

Diary November 2013
2 Sat
3 Sun

0930 All Souls day requiem
1530 Memorial service
No service at 6.30pm

St Mary’s
St Mary’s

If you use email you can contact the Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk and ask to be
added to the email list for the weekly Notice Sheet which will carry the latest
information. Alternatively contact as per listings on front and back pages. More events
are advertised on the Diocesan website www.gloucester.anglican.org

One World Week in Cheltenham 19th – 27th October 2013
Each year, One World Week is an opportunity for people from diverse backgrounds to
come together to learn about global justice, and to take action to build a just, peaceful
and sustainable world. Thousands of people take part in One World Week events across
the country. In Cheltenham this year, the events are being co-ordinated by Global
Footsteps, Transition Town Cheltenham, United Nations Association and World
Development Movement. More information from:
www.transitiontowncheltenham.org.uk or www.global-footsteps.org
- 17 -

October 2013

Prestbury Parish Magazine

October Calendar
4

Fri

Francis of Assisi, friar, deacon

6
12

SUN
Sat

HARVEST
Wilfred, bishop, missionary

13
15
17
18

SUN
Tue
Thu
Fri

TRINITY 20
Teresa of Avila, teacher of the faith
Ignatius, bishop, martyr
Luke the Evangelist

27
28

SUN
Mon

LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
Ss Simon & Jude

November Calendar
2

Sat

ALL SOULS

3

SUN

ALL SAINTS
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From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
July
August

17
28
11
18
25

Penelope Jean Binding
Jacob Terrance Clark
Rory Edward Cook
Niamh Victoria Percival
Thomas William Beveridge
Harrison William Tyrell
Samuel Archie Spicer
Alastair Joshua Baraka Mackie

13
4
9
10
17
6

Adam Hunt & Sarah Chandler
Chris Dagnall & Hannah Bowles
Neil Turner & Katie Danter
Gareth Price & Clare Davis
Trefor Beynon & Kim Scudder
Jamie Cartwright & Laura Gregory
Benjamin Zakotti & Jodie Loughran

7
23
5
27

Sidney Hawkins
Iris Pearce
Joseph Russell
Graham Wood

Marriages
July
August

September

Funerals
July
August

Burials of ashes
August
September

3 Eric Barbery
30 Anthony Edwards
5 Glyndwr Wells

Prestbury WI
October Meeting: Monday 14th October 7.15pm - WI Hall.
Our speaker is Ross historian, Mary Sinclair Powell. Her talk is entitled ‘Tales of Old
Ross’. She is a town guide and runs a Private Heritage Centre in Ross on Wye. She will
be entertaining us with many stories of characters and events of Ross on Wye’s past.
Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of
each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road.
For further information on WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas on
01242 584485.
Sally Alexander, Prestbury WI, Publicity Officer
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Glenfall House Garden
From Griffith’s ‘New Historical Description of Cheltenham’, 1826
Page 97: “At the turn of the London road, immediately beyond Cudnal, a private road
leads to Hewletts hill, on the declivity of which is a most romantic spot called the
Glenfall, distant about a mile and a half from Cheltenham. Though not on an extensive
scale, this truly fascinating retreat combines, within its precincts, the local charms of hill,
vale, wood, and water. Nature seems to reign here in her primeval simplicity and beauty;
and the soft sound of the waters from the
miniature cataract, formed by rude rocks,
breaking upon the stillness of the solitude, has
the most imposing and soothing effect. The
views from the lawn in front of the tasteful
cottage-residence, are luxuriant beyond
description. Glenfall, which was formerly the
property of Charles Higgs, Esq has been lately
purchased by Edward Iggulden, Esq, whose
tasteful mind has been successfully employed in
improving the pleasing attractions of a place
which, even in its less cultured state, was
extremely beautiful.”
Early history
The first mention of a garden at Glenfall is in the Cheltenham Manor records of 1817 at
the time of Cheltenham's expansion following the popular visit of the Regent Prince.
Even the name of the modest villa changed from 'Gutterfall Farm' (linking it with the
nearby brook 'The Gutter' and its waterfall) to the more poetic 'Glenfall'. Prior to that
time, the records only recall farm tenancy names and husbandry of strip farming in the
surrounding Manorial lands, back to the early 1600's when the brook was called 'Le
Guther'. Subsequently three distinct periods of development occur.
1. The 19th century ownership by Edward Iggulden, a wealthy brewer from Deal and
agent with the East India Shipping Company and later his daughter Mary Mollineux
(1819-1889). As can be seen in the guide books of the time, tourists were allowed
to visit the private coppices to view intimately the natural beauty of 'The Glen' and
its waterfall.
2. The 20th century ownership by Arthur Mitchell of Birmingham's Mitchell & Butler
(1920-1966) when, as an admirer of the Arts & Crafts Movement, he employed
Sydney Barnsley, Norman Jewson and Peter Waals not only to extend the house
but also the garden with its dramatic terracing and orchard beyond as we see it
today. Later, in 1929, the South Wing was added by Healing & Overbury (Sydney
Barnsley having died in 1926), and the paddock that was beside it included in the
garden as a sloping lawn and vegetable garden beyond.
3. The present day ownership by the Diocese of Gloucester (1990-today), when
major restoration of the seriously neglected grounds and replanting in the tradition
of Gertrude Jekyll and the Arts & Crafts movement has been the major focus.
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None of this would have been possible without the generous gift of the property by the
previous owners, The Community of St Peter & St Paul and a coincident substantial
legacy from Miss Dinah Albright of Bromesberrow Place.
The nuns had run the house as a retreat centre and it gave the Diocese an opportunity
to continue their work and broaden its usage. The peaceful 4-acre historic garden gives
the house an added ambience for such work and now its permissive pathways, leading to
public ones, over much of its former estate lands extend the area for quiet walks.
…………………
Glenfall House Garden........History, Restoration and Farewell
The restoration of Glenfall's garden has been a most rewarding project for those of us
approached some 23 years ago, and others joining us since. Looking back now to those
days when much of it was strewn with weeds and sapling trees and little of its history
known, one can appreciate a certain joy of how, by contrast, we are leaving it today.
Hopefully, many have been able to enjoy our recent Open Days under the National
Gardens Scheme for which volunteers gave it extra preening. It brought together a team
of focussed garden lovers who have bonded their skills and achieved a period garden
worthy of its Grade 2 recognition. We wish its future well, still hoping it can remain in
the occasional sight of we, the public.
Barbara Lyle

View of the house from the Rose Terrace

Lynda and Roger Hodges with Ruth and
Geoff Shaw on the South Terrace

Barbara and Family
on Bob’s Bench

Pictures by John White
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Greenbelt 2013
Wake Up! and do things differently
I look forward to Greenbelt as a chance to 'recharge' at the end of the summer before
going back to school. It's also a chance to spend quality time with family and friends and
meet new friends from all around the country.
Greenbelters are friendly folk who readily talk to everyone. This year we met a lady
who travels from Sweden every year to volunteer as a steward and many small children
who see us “ladies” as an audience for their dancing and tumblings. I have to add my
husband also loves Greenbelt as he has 4 days of peace at home to do whatever he wants.
Friday
After collecting my sister from the station we
went home to study the programme, bought
earlier in the day from the box office, to try to
work out who we wanted to listen to, reading
descriptions of thousands of speakers
/musicians/types of worship/comedy acts and
drama.
Late afternoon, up to the Racecourse to meet
with friends at the Tiny Tea Tent for the first
cuppa of many. We discovered the site layout
was different from last year due to ground damage from the torrential rain and mud. We
quickly found all our favourite venues, switched on our mobile phones (on silent – texting
only) for later rendezvous and headed out to be entertained and inspired.
I listened to John Bell, a wonderful speaker from the Wild Goose community in Iona, tell
us how reading the Bible is bad for our faith – we spend too much time using it to find
proof texts to buttress our prejudices instead of using its stories to share as inspiration.
Next we gathered at the main stage to watch
the local comedy group Folk On open the
musical programme – the first of four times!
Very funny! Lastly into the Centaur at 11.00 to
watch late-night comedy – home at 1.00am!
Saturday
On Saturday, we got up, made sandwiches, and
headed up to the racecourse. The first talk was
in the circus big top, (you may have seen the
large blue tent from the road), Abdul-Rehman
Malik, a Muslim journalist who contributes to Radio 2's Pause for Thought. He took us
on a musical journey to find how believers have expressed and found Allah through
music. He explained how as a Muslim he feels that he has ‘come home’ when he and his
family come to Greenbelt and are made to feel very welcome.
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We listened to the very inspirational Revd Rose HudsonWilkin, a member of the General Synod who shares her
time between pastoral work in Hackney and meeting
with parliament. She explained that in a ‘dog-eat-dog’
world it is our job to go out and help those in our
communities, it is up to the church in the inner city to
enable those who are lost to recognise that life begins.
She told tales of welcoming homeless families into her
home on behalf of the church, being with parents of stabbed children and befriending
gangs of hoodies on the street. She is a wonderful woman who one day perhaps will be
one of our first women bishops!
We attended the ‘Village Fete’ where there was a wonky vegetable competition and
comedy for all the family.
Music that night included the Boxettes on mainstage, one of the best, most vibrant and
fun a capella acts around – containing the current world female beatbox champion. The
London Community Gospel Choir with their up-tempo flair for traditional and soulful
arrangements. Grace Petrie at the Performance cafe, a plucky young singer/songwriter
who sang heartfelt songs about love, loss and the Coalition, and then more Folk On!
Sunday
On Sunday we joined visitors from local churches to share Communion with thousands
of Greenbelters. The service was led by the Wild Goose Resources Group with Barbara
Brown Taylor, Mary Grey, MacDuff Phiri and the Ewan King Band. We were led through
worship songs from the last 40 years (did I mention Greenbelt is 40?) and encouraged to
think of inspirational women and fairtrade products. We shared bread and wine using
communion bags in groups of about 20. The bread had been baked in the Christian Aid
tent earlier in the festival by Greenbelters.
It was later reported that the collection had amounted to £68,000 and this was before
many people had the chance to go home and give online. £40,000 of this will be given
away through Trust Greenbelt to charities.
After communion, the huge crowd dispersed, and we
headed for ‘Jerusalem’, an open-air venue on the
Grandstand, to listen to Clare Balding talking to the
Revd Richard Coles (he used to be in the 80s pop duo
The Communards). She explained how her faith is very
important to her but it is difficult when it can reject her
sexuality in an institution still dominated by men. She
had earlier presented BBC Radio 2’s Good Morning
Sunday from Greenbelt.
Then back to the big top, for the Rising where Welsh singer/songwriter Martyn Joseph
introduced us to his guests, fellow musicians who talked about their faith and music.
Grace Petrie, Andy White who sang about the struggle to grow up in Northern Ireland,
and a young girl, Jasmine Kennedy, with a fragile voice who gets her inspiration from
tweets on the internet.
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After having a delicious vegetable buritto for tea, more music from the Moulettes, a folkrock band who played beautiful music with many string instruments. Then to the
performance cafe to hear Miriam Jones who had flown in from Canada with her band.
Monday
Then came our last day, Monday. We arrived early for breakfast worship with Susan
Sayers. This was in a room in the grandstand, one of over 75 types of worship, from a
Goth Eucharist to Franciscan worship. This was a lovely simple service. She guided us to
make prayer flags which we put on a washing line, we reflected around paddling pools of
water surrounded by bunches of lavender and did the ‘hokey cokey’ to the words ‘Praise
to the Father...’ We finished by serving each other a breakfast of bread and fruit.
Next I went to ‘Hebron’ to hear Mohammed Ansar, a
theologian, public speaker and lecturer on Islam, talk about
'what have Muslims ever done for us?' This was a lighthearted exploration of history, misconception and myth, the
politics of prejudice and the new enlightenment in
contemporary Islam. He said that his wish for his Christian
friends is to be the best Christians they can.
We then stumbled upon Steve Chalke, a Baptist minister who founded the Oasis
charitable trust pioneering life-transforming housing, healthcare, education, church, youth
and community initiatives around the UK and across ten other countries globally. He
talked on the ‘Business of Salvation’. He spoke on how Jesus said ‘Repent’ means 'Wake
up!, enjoy life and help other people.’ He said we should love God, love other people
and do what we want. He said that we were not born to sit inside our buildings and
practise doctrine and singing – we should be out leading communities not churches. We
do not lead God into the community – he is already there! We need to join in and catch
up. He said that Jesus never mentioned Christianity – he did not want to start a religion.
The church is the best institution to bring about community change. They were
challenging words!
Then a little light relief, into the Playhouse tent for ‘Lunabug – dreams of Philomena’, a
storytelling, puppetry and music show, a tale of love and loss which asked what would
you say if you could speak to the person you loved one last time.
Next Beer and Hymns in the ‘Jesus Arms' pub tent, a rousing mass sing-along of
traditional church favourites.
By now we were happy just to sit in our camping chairs enjoying the sunshine. We
finished the festival with more music, Courtney Pine and Duke Special on the main stage
and scientific/mathematical musical comedy with Helen Arney, ‘the Voice of an Angle’.
This was my Greenbelt but everybody there will have had a completely different
experience – there is really something there for everybody. Hope I see you there next
year – it may be the last chance to experience this wonderful festival on our doorstep as
they may move to another venue in the near future.
Ruth Rudge
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club
It seems rather a long time since our last demonstration back in July as we do not meet
in August, and this issue will be printed before our "Coral" Anniversary celebratory
evening on 23rd September. However, we enjoyed a delightful time on 22nd July in the
company of Arnaud Metairie, a local demonstrator from Winchcombe who was on his
third visit to our club and always puts on a really magical show. If you would like to see
photos of his arrangements and previous demonstrations at Prestbury, do have a look on
the Gallery page on our website, www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com.
On 28th October, we are looking forward to welcoming Lorena Dyer back to
demonstrate "A touch of Romance" which I'm sure will also be a lovely evening. Do
come along and join us. Visitors are always welcome at £5 payable on the door. Our
meetings are held in Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane, GL52 5JF, and commence at
7.30pm with the hall open from 7.00pm. If you would like any further information, ask
Lindsey McGowan or Fenella Botting.
Lindsey McGowan

Anyone for cake?
Join The Children’s Society Bake and
Brew and help raise funds for children in
poverty and at risk of harm and neglect.
We are asking people to take part in our
annual Bake and Brew campaign and have
fun catching up with friends and family.
There are so many ways that you can get
involved – hold a coffee morning, a
vintage afternoon tea party complete
with bunting and mismatched crockery, or even a cupcake and cocktail party! Or, why
not get the children involved and hold an icing party? All you need is a generous helping
of plain cupcakes, a sprinkling of edible decorations and some enthusiastic young people
to come up with a variety of weird and wonderful creations! There are lots of resources
available including cupcake stands, collection boxes and there is even a cake themed quiz
and a ‘pin the cherry on the cupcake’ game to print out and play.
All funds raised from Bake and Brew will go towards funding our network of
programmes which support young runaways, young carers, children with disabilities,
children in care and young refugees. We work directly with these children, many of
whom have nowhere else to turn to ensure they are loved, valued and listened to.
For more information and lots of ideas on how to hold your party, visit
www.childrenssociety.org.uk/bake or call us on 0300 3030 555.
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REMEMBER REMEMBER

your Will this November

For nearly 500 years the Church of England has encouraged people to make a
will. Without a will, your loved ones could face a lot of distress, work and
expense after your death.
Will Aid is a special partnership between the legal profession and nine of the UK’s bestloved charities including Christian Aid. Every November, local participating solicitors
waive their fee for writing or updating a basic will. Instead, they invite clients to make a
donation to Will Aid. The suggested donation is £90 for a single basic will, £135 for a pair
of basic matching or mirror wills. Every year, thousands of people gain peace of mind by
writing their Will in this way.
To take part
Simply visit www.willaid.org.uk or call the helpline on 0300 0300 013. The Will Aid
campaign takes place only in November. Book early to avoid disappointment.
A Time to Sow…
When writing your will, your first consideration is
likely to be family and friends. Many people also
take the opportunity to give a helping hand to
causes close to their heart. Leaving a gift to your
church family in your will is a wonderful way of
leaving a lasting legacy towards your church’s
future.
If you would like to find out more about leaving a
gift to your church in your will please request a ‘A
Time to Sow’ pack from your church or call
Church House on 01452 835522 to have one sent
to you by post.

Host UK

Could you make the world a friendlier place by offering an invitation to an international
student at a UK university, for just a day, a weekend, or 3 days at Christmas? Young
adults from many countries would love to have a homely break and discover the real life
of this country. HOST is a well-established charity which takes care in linking students
with volunteer hosts. See www.hostuk.org
Lynette Chappin, 02920 693903.
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What’s Happening at Prestbury and Pittville Youth
I have been in post for a year now – feeling like I have a handle on all the groups and how
they work, and what we as a charity can achieve to help the young people in the area.
Aaron and I have now moved and are settling down well in Gloucester. We are still
running three youth groups and working once a week with the school.
Synergy and Elevate re-started 15th September, the Chill on the 19th. Community
Challenge we hope to start after half term in November – there is a delay due to funding
and staffing. Last year saw lots of exiting times such as learning zumba, messy games,
visiting the animal shelter, group socials, and new skills.
This year the groups are experiencing a lot of change. Synergy sees several members of
Elevate move up to join them, which means there will be a split in ages with several
Synergy members aged 14-15 and a few aged 17-18. Because of this a new coffee shop
group idea is being developed. There is also the struggle of maintaining a group where
the members are always battling exams and revision. Elevate gains a few from Celebrate!.
The Chill remains constant with 15-20 young people each week.
We are really struggling with volunteer numbers. Elevate needs 2-3 volunteers each
week which means having at least 4-5 people willing to volunteer as not every leader can
make every session. As does Synergy. We currently only have 3 volunteers for Elevate
and 4 for Synergy. The Chill is also really badly in need of extra help due to the numbers
that attend this group. With 15-20 coming regularly we need 4 people each week and we
currently only have a team of four which means if anyone is ill or away the groups
struggles to run and the volunteers feel under a lot of pressure to attend each week. So
PPY really badly needs more volunteers.
I am hoping to put on a training day/team building/retreat for any new volunteers and the
current team at some point in the next few months. If you think you could help please
get in contact with Hannah. There is the possibility of new projects such as detached
work in the local community and a new coffee shop group for the older members of
Synergy.
I am also hoping to take on more of a role at St Mary’s Junior School spending some
lunch times with the children and helping with some of the school services.
Over the course of the year we hope to run several projects such as “Come dine with
me” with the three youth groups. This will involve learning cooking skills, a themed
weekend ‘Come dine with us’ where they are split into teams, each given a budget and
asked to prepare a meal over the course of the weekend. Before the weekend they will
be given the opportunity to gain their food hygiene certificates and we will look at
perhaps producing a recipe book from the experience.
Other projects include:
One with Synergy and Elevate involving exploring the idea of faith being a journey,
and discovering where they are on that journey through the use of a physical
journey (a day trip canoeing or possibly an overnight canoe trip).
Community events such as the 24/7 prayer event at The Rock later this month
Taking part in the Celebration of Harvest, and possibly auction of promises.
- 28 -

Prestbury Parish Magazine

October 2013

A date to be aware of is this year’s CHADS performance taking place on 11th and 12th
October in support of PPY as well as Noonan Syndrome Association.
PPY relies mainly on volunteers and people’s
generosity. We are currently in need of more
help financially. If you feel you could support
us, even if it’s as little as £5 a month, we
would be very grateful. For more information
and forms please send an email to Hannah at
youth@ppy.org.uk. Thank you
All in all a lot to think about and I hope a lot
going on as the groups continue to grow.
Hannah Bennett
PPY
c/o St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA
youth@ppy.org.uk
www.ppy.org.uk

Prestbury Memorial Trust – Volunteer Drivers
Our local Trust is continuing to serve the community as it
has done for many years. Villagers who don't have the use
of their own car etc. are so grateful and full of praise for the
service provided by our band of volunteer drivers.
The Trust depends on the continuing support of these men
and women, but for a variety of reasons the number of
drivers available does shrink over a period of time. This is
why we are hoping to recruit a number of replacement
volunteers to fill the vacuum.
The driving duties are certainly not onerous. The requirement is for mini-bus drivers and
for car drivers. Our principle call is to cover the twice MONTHLY Cleeve Hill Golf Club
Monday Lunches. Additionally the Mini-bus is used to ferry folk on weekly shopping trips
(Sainsbury's and Tesco) and other miscellaneous trips in the area. If anyone would be
interested in obtaining further details, please contact our Village Warden, Richard Mason
(579097) or Nigel Woodcock.

Marle Hill W.I.
September events included the Autumn County Meeting held at the Racecourse and a
County trip to the National Memorial Arboretum. At our meeting on 6th October we
have Lena Dyche coming to tell us about Swedish Culture. If any visitors would like to
join us they will be made most welcome at St Nicolas’ Church Hall, Swindon Lane at
7.30pm.
Sara Jefferies
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A treatise on retreats…..
Suzanne Beadnell and Revd Liz Palin
Most of us have read about the closure of Glenfall and the reasons behind this rather sad
but necessary decision. This set me thinking, what if going on retreat was a more popular
activity? What IS going on retreat? I have of course heard of the topic, but knew very
little about it. This led me to look into the subject in more detail, something which
culminated in some correspondence between myself and the Revd. Liz Palin, who of
course resided at Glenfall.
The aim of this article is therefore not just to talk about her memories and experiences
but to look at the subject afresh and as a whole.
After reading this article it would be great if we could hear about any more of our
readers’ experiences!
So what is ‘going on retreat’?
Going on retreat is exactly as it sounds – the chance to step aside from life and the ratrace, to rest and just ‘be’ in a welcoming and peaceful environment. Normally linked in
our context with Christianity and prayer, a retreat, taking place over anything from a day
to a week or more, can be used to have quiet time, to develop one’s interests and learn
more about prayer.
Many people who go on retreat want to deepen their spiritual life but also to spend time
in reflection away from work, family and all the distractions of modern life. You don’t
need to be a churchgoer or a religious person to go on retreat and there are no
‘expectations’ of this sort on anyone who goes, although, for many people this is their
background and their motivation. Retreats are first and foremost, for ordinary people.
It is possible to go in groups, or alone.
Should I go on retreat?
Anyone considering going on retreat could ask some questions of themselves in order to
make a decision. Do you wish for some time to learn about prayer or your own
spirituality? To develop your interests? Do you just want time to think in peace and
quiet? Do you need time to reflect on an issue in your life? If so a retreat could be
suitable for you. Most retreats offer space to worship, think, pray, reflect and rest.
Where could I go?
Retreats are held all over the UK and beyond, in places often known as Retreat Houses.
These are welcoming, peaceful places in all sorts of locations or types of building, but
often very beautiful buildings with gardens. They can be very small with only a few rooms
or large, accommodating over 100 people.
Some have libraries, art facilities and prayer rooms. They usually provide simple,
comfortable overnight accommodation and home cooked food for all tastes, including in
many places special diets i.e. vegan or wheat-free.
An increasing number can cater for people with disabilities.
/cont.
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Different types
Some retreats offer beginner courses, or retreats with a theme such as painting or
gardening, or skills such as computing. Others offer courses to enable the delegate to
cope with life issues – perhaps bereavement, stress or divorce.
A retreat varies in length but is usually anything from 2 to 7 days. Some are up to 30
days, depending on the programme. There are also 1-day retreats, usually called ‘quiet
days’.
Do I have to stay quiet?
This is a common misconception, and no, not completely silent. A lot of people welcome
the peace and tranquillity of retreat houses, and there will be areas of the retreat house
where quiet is the norm…. but many offer the opportunity to talk to others in
confidence about your experiences and meal times may also be an opportunity for
conversation. Guidance on these issues is usually offered by the retreat house in
question. Can I speak to someone
What will it cost me?
Most retreat houses rely on the income from visitors to remain in existence and so
charge a competitive rate to cover costs such as maintenance, accommodation, food,
insurance and staff.
Over to the Revd Liz Palin….
What did Glenfall House offer in the way of retreats?
Glenfall House had a programme of retreats and days of reflection which were
increasingly popular. Particularly popular were the individually guided retreats, where
participants would spend between four and eight days in silence, meeting once a day with
their ‘guide’ to share their experience. The rest of the time was spent in prayer, walking,
and reflecting. The retreats would follow the spiritual exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola,
and there is lots of information about him and the exercises on the website of St Buenos.
Also popular were taster retreats – particularly aimed at those for whom silent prayer
was an unfamiliar experience. These retreats were not totally silent, although we often
found that once people experienced the power of the silence they wanted it to last
longer.
What are your best memories of going on retreat?
Those moments of deep peace and connectedness with God, as well as ‘light bulb’
moments where things just made sense all of a sudden.
What are your best memories of helping at retreats?
Seeing the impact stepping outside everyday life had on people’s faith. It’s often thought
going on retreat is all about navel gazing, but a Christian retreat is about encountering
the living God who calls us to live out our faith in the world, and a retreat is one way of
equipping us to do that.
/cont.
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What might the future hold for individuals or groups wishing to do this
locally?
A good question! There is a group set up and chaired by Bishop Michael who are looking
at this question, and I am part of that group. The Gloucestershire Spirituality Network
(of which I am also a member) arranges quiet days in a variety of venues. There are
people who open their gardens for quiet spaces, through the Quiet Garden Trust, and of
course there is nothing to stop parishes in the team having a quiet day in one of their
churches, as they have done in the past – speak to either Deacon Jennifer or me if this is
something that interests you!
Details of other retreat houses, monasteries and convents can be found on the retreat
association website in the list of useful links below.
www.retreats.org.uk
www.quietgarden.org
www.gloucester.anglican.org/content/pages/documents/1359719735.doc for information about
Gloucestershire Spirituality Network.

Monday Club's trip on Tuesday to Weymouth
The Uckington and Elmstone Hardwicke Club had a day out to Weymouth in August.
The day was fine and the Punch and Judy was set up ready for a performance when we
arrived. Look at the blue skies! (see the pictures opposite)
The day remained bright, so everyone was able to have a great time. We set off with 39
members and friends and called at Sedgemoor Services on the M5 on the way down and
on the way back.
As soon as we arrived at Weymouth, the party dispersed as if the sea breeze had blown
us away, as dust in the wind. Fish and chips loomed high on many people’s agenda- they
taste so fresh at the seaside.
Marchants Coaches had carried us safely down to Weymouth and back again to
Cheltenham. Their distinctive red coach was easy for us to find and our driver was most
helpful, even though arrangements at our destination were not as he had previously
remembered. He was able to drop us right on the sea front. How about that!
It is rather fun strolling along the sea front to meet people you know, yes they had come
with us on the coach, but even so, it is good to find friends in this seaside town,
especially on such a busy day on the beach and in the town.
39 set out and as far as we know 39 returned safely.
David Williams
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Clockwise from the top left:
The Punch and Judy Show;
One of our church florists chills out;
Our organist and deputy churchwarden;
A Helping Hand;

October 2013

Just calling base, on our way home;
Our village Agent was still on call;
You might know this gentleman with a friend;
Ex parishioners join us for the day;
Old neighbours re-united
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(new member of the Magazine Team)

I am 67 years old, and my wife, Janet, and I had the
opportunity to relocate to Prestbury three years ago, a
village we have known and visited on many occasions
over the last 20 years.
Prior to retiring, I worked in the X-Ray Department of
the University Hospital of North Staffordshire for 33
years, where I specialized in cardiac imaging. My last five
years were spent as a Project Manager in the X-Ray
Department, responsible for the installation of new
management computer systems and digital imaging
equipment.
Since retiring I have been able to devote more time to
my pastimes of gardening, photography and attempting to
play the piano. Voluntary work has always played an
important role in my life, and since moving to Prestbury I
have sought ways to continue that part of my life. I have been a volunteer at Cheltenham
General Hospital for two years, and have a unique volunteering role at Prestbury Library
where I am a Computer Buddy/Window Cleaner. I manage to escape the confines of
Prestbury every third Tuesday of the month when I drive a group of Prestbury ladies to
Sainsbury’s in the Memorial Trust mini bus. To complete my integration into the life of
the village I was co-opted onto the Parish Council exactly one year ago.
I look forward to working as a member of the Prestbury Parish Magazine Team, and
making a contribution to a publication which is evidently important to so many residents.
John Payne

Advertisement

- 35 -

October 2013

Prestbury Parish Magazine

Advertisements

- 36 -

Prestbury Parish Magazine

October 2013

North Cheltenham Churches Football Team
Sponsored by Revolve Studios Ltd

NCC makes a winning start
NCC began the new season on 14th September when they hosted Tewkesbury Trinity
Tigers, who had re-joined the league after a year’s absence. Early in the game NCC
created two good scoring chances, but each time the ball was sent wide of goal. Then, on
ten minutes, the team made another attack, which resulted in Ian Jones having his shot
parried by the alert keeper. An equally alert Ian Jones was able to lift the rebound past
the keeper, who was wrong-footed after his deflection. The home side continued to
attack, and after a further ten minutes gained four successive corners. The final one,
taken from the far side, was delivered in a low trajectory. Missed by many players the
ball reached Ian Jones, who leapt up and headed it into the goal with great aplomb. After
another five minutes Andy Hill scored NCC’s third goal, through good fortune and great
concentration. His first shot hit the legs of a well-positioned defender and rebounded
towards the alert Andy Hill, who was able to stroke his second chance beyond the
unfortunate keeper. Up to half time NCC had several further chances to score but was
frequently denied by the opposition keeper, who made a series of fine saves. Then, on
the stroke of half time, NCC won a throw-on, on the near side. A well-directed delivery
enabled Jon Whitlock to jump, turn and head the ball home, all in one teasing movement,
to give NCC a comfortable interval score.
The second half began in a sensational start; NCC kicked off and moments later we
watched in horror as a back-pass headed towards the NCC goal. The ball was completely
missed by the home keeper, who had
the embarrassing task of collecting it
from the back of his net; a gift to the
Tigers who were only spectators! In
the next ten minutes NCC scored
two quick goals. After fifty-four
minutes Andrew Murton had the first
after he unleashed a powerful volley
from just outside the box. Two minutes later Peter Vaughan-Shaw, playing his final game
before moving, produced a good solo run down the right wing. Then he delivered an
inexorable shot which saw the ball speed into the far corner of the net. This was the end
of the scoring as the teams’ lack of match-practice was beginning to take its toll. Few
chances were created for the remainder of the game, but one, taken by NCC, was ruled
out for offside. NCC made three substitutions so their new players could get the feel of
the excitement and enjoyment of a match, as well as much-needed practice. As the final
whistle was blown NCC had made a winning start, but perhaps the team ought to get out
the oil can before the next match! NCC 6 Tewkesbury Trinity Tigers 1

Fuller reports of the games and photographs may be found on the prestbury.net website.
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NEWS FROM PRESTBURY
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Minister: Revd Maz Allen
Tel: Cheltenham 238273
maz@urcic.org.uk
Bric-a-Brac Sale and Coffee Morning Saturday 5th October 10.00 – 12.00
If you are having a bit of a clear out then do think of donating good quality bric-a-brac to us
please (books, toys, china etc.). Then why not join us at the Church to pick up a bargain on
the day? There will also be a cake stall and a raffle and as well as teas and coffees.

Pensioners Forum at St Andrew’s, Montpellier
Wed 2nd October: The Work of the Samaritans with Caroline Karkoutli
Wed 6th November: Aids to improve your sight with Susan Gregory (Glos Association for the
Blind)
Wed 4th December: Planning Funerals with David Stephenson (Selim Smith)
Free Entry - All Welcome. Coffee/Tea available from 10.30 am

Advance notice of Christmas Fair – Saturday 2rd November 10.00 – 12.00
Please do join us for our annual Christmas Fair – an ideal opportunity to help with your
preparations for Christmas. This event will be combined with our monthly coffee morning at
the Church. There will be lots going on and the morning will feature Christmas gifts, cards,
decorations, books and a raffle as well as the usual selection of teas, coffees, and cakes.
Donations of good quality items would be very much appreciated – please contact Fiona Hall
on 01242-511143.
St Andrew’s URC
Montpellier Street

‘Refresh’
Every Thursday 10 am – 2 pm
and last Saturday of each month 10 am – 12 noon
Relaxing Coffee Shop with Christian books, cards and gifts for sale
Pop in for Daily Bible Reading notes, devotional books and more
For more information please contact Kay Boulton on 222005
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Amazing Grace
“By the grace of God I am what I am and his grace towards me was not in vain.
On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I but the
Grace of God which is with me.”
1 Corinthians 15:10 (RSV)
Sometimes I regret to say that I find the occasional hymn rather long and I then I find it
helpful to concentrate on the words, reading them to myself. This can be helpful but I
find you need to ask two questions. Do I really understand what the hymn is saying or
put in another way, does it make sense? More importantly, is what the hymn is telling us
worth the effort, and does what we sing so cheerfully have any relevance to our
Christian lives. Have I, for example, actually promised to serve him to the end? Or do I
seek not yet repose but watch and pray? There are some hymns, too, where the
attraction of the tunes hides the message. For myself I confess that I was held by the
Welsh hymn melody ‘Ebenezer’ but failed to appreciate what seems now to me to be a
less than hopeful message in the words “Once to every Man and Nation.....”. It is worth
spending time with our hymns, reading them prayerfully and closely.
It can be individual words that suddenly emerge from our reading of what we are singing,
words that have become so familiar they fail to make any impact. One Sunday, we were
singing that fine old hymn of Newton’s “Amazing Grace” I began to ask myself “what is
this Grace we laud so robustly?” The more I thought about it, the more I realised how
deep in our consciousness the word “Grace” is embedded and how limited is my
understanding of what it is. It occurs frequently in our New Testament readings from
Chapter one of John’s Gospel (verse 14) to Paul’s insistence on the importance of its role
in the Christian life (Ephesians 2). A concordance lists many such occurrences although,
interestingly, few in the Old Testament (but read Zechariah 4. 7 and note its context) .
The dictionary is helpful. Among the many and various definitions – ‘easy elegance in
form or manner, ‘any unassumingly attractive or pleasing personal quality’, ‘a short prayer
before or after a meal’, ‘an ornament in music’, Chambers gives: ‘the undeserved mercy
of God, divine influence’. Every denomination has its own expansion of this basic
statement. The Methodists, for example, define Grace as ‘the love and mercy given by
God because God desires us to have it, not because of anything we have done to earn
it”. Or a Roman Catholic definition, “Grace is favour, the free and undeserved help that
God gives us to respond to his call and become children of God, adoptive sons, partakers
of the divine nature of eternal life”.
Is this what we mean by grace or have we not
thought about it at all? It is easy to lose the vitality of the concept in its familiarity. In the
end it is perhaps preferable to return to where I started and read closely the words of
Amazing Grace.
John Elliott
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