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Showing Thanksgiving
“O praise God in his holiness: praise him in the firmament of his power. Praise him for
his noble acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness. Praise him in the sound
of the trumpet: praise him upon the lute and harp. Praise him in the cymbals and
dances: praise him upon the strings and pipe. Praise him upon the well tuned cymbals:
praise him upon the loud cymbals. Let everything that hath breath: praise the Lord.”
At the end of the psalms in the bible, are three psalms concerned with praise and
thanksgiving. Above is Psalm 150, last one in the collection. God has displayed his
‘immeasurable excellent greatness’ through all history. This is a cause for endless
thanksgiving. Another name for Harvest Festival is Harvest Thanksgiving and that is
what we in the 21st century have been doing - thanking God for his goodness. ‘Let all
things their creator bless, and worship him in humbleness’ as the hymn based on Francis of
Assisi’s Canticle to the Sun has it.
How should thanksgiving be shown? The psalmist fastens on the use of instrumental
music, orchestral music, wind instruments and he gives a ‘lovely noisy list’ (Donald
Coggan). But remember, the best part of worship is personal, not instrumental. People
are called upon to use their lungs in praising their heavenly Lord. While they have
breath in their bodies, they are to ‘praise the Lord’.
When I was young we were accustomed, in most churches, to use the organ or piano.
In the Methodist church I attended as a boy, the organ was situated in the centre of the
wall behind the pulpit - so demonstrating the importance of music in worship. As I
skimmed through the introduction to the Methodist Hymnbook of the time I was struck
by the opening words: “Methodism was born in song”. Ever since then I have enjoyed
singing hymns and now watching TV’s Songs of Praise. In Anglican churches the altar gets
central place, of course, but the organ and its pipes plays an important part. During my
church-going life many other instruments, including guitars, have been more and more
used.
‘Praising the Lord’ is not confined to cathedral or church. All of us are called to engage
in praise. But how do we ‘praise the Lord’ in our busy lives? ‘Arrow Prayers’ - we can
practise the art of the upward glance and the quick under-the-breath muttering of
‘Thank you Lord’ and when we do we are adding our tiny bit to the church’s ongoing
“river of praise which constantly flows before the throne of God” (Donald Coggan).
RG

Front Cover Photograph
“so I’ll quarter my pike and off we go”
Photographer: Fr Michael French
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Editorial Team Corner
“In music, as in life, it is really only possible to speak about our own reactions and
perceptions” (Barenboim 2008.)
As we say farewell to Father Daniel, the Magazine Team wishes to thank him for his
enthusiasm and commitment.
“We will miss you, Daniel, especially your know-how, marketing flair and above all,
enabling our schools to participate in the magazine in an imaginative style.”
We gained insight into Daniel’s reactions and perceptions to music when he gave a
poignant closing address to a youth concert in summer 2012 in St Mary’s Church,
highlighting how “music can touch every part of life and permeates the whole of who
we are”.
Over time, we watched Daniel and Sarah cradling Joel and singing to him, in the
knowledge that one of the loveliest relationships is that between a baby and its parent
as they sing to each other. The parent may think he or she is leading the song, but such
is the complexity of their relationship that he or she is often following the lead given by
their child. Singing creates profound connection. We see this in our NCTM choirs not
only do they sing as a group, they socialise, work and catch colds as a group, and
together they achieve much more than they could on their own.
The England Cricketer, Alastair Cook, a chorister at St Paul’s Cathedral, has reflected
on the experience as instilling in him the discipline he needed to excel at sport. He said:
“They were probably the hardest five years you could ever expect an 8-13 year old to
go through. It teaches you to be independent. It was hard work, 24 hours a week,
singing eight to nine in the morning at choir practice, then school, then four to six for a
service and more practice. The concentration was the best thing about it. You couldn’t
make a mistake. There were times I wished I wasn’t doing it, but my batting has
probably got a lot of what went into the choir.”
Just as singing can connect us together both individually and as a community, singing in
the context of faith helps to connect us to God.
As the days grow shorter and we have more time for reading, I am delighted to be able
to introduce you to our expanding number of contributors within these pages, many of
whom have embraced and/or acknowledged that ‘Music teaches us, in short, that
everything is connected’.
Sources:
Everything is Connected: The Power of Music Daniel Barenboim (2008)
This Is Our Story. BBC Radio4, 10th March 2013
Jean Johnson

Magazine Deadline Date
Copy date for the next magazine is Saturday 9th November 2013. Copy should be
sent by email to magazine@prestbury.net
FUTURE MAGAZINE THEME
Dec / Jan - Christmas
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your Will this November
For nearly 500 years the Church of England has encouraged people to make
a will. Without a will, your loved ones could face a lot of distress, work and
expense after your death.
Will Aid is a special partnership between the legal profession and nine of the UK’s bestloved charities including Christian Aid. Every November, local participating solicitors
waive their fee for writing or updating a basic will. Instead, they invite clients to make a
donation to Will Aid. The suggested donation is £90 for a single basic will, £135 for a
pair of basic matching or mirror wills. Every year, thousands of people gain peace of
mind by writing their Will in this way.
To take part
Simply visit www.willaid.org.uk or call the helpline on 0300 0300 013. The Will Aid
campaign takes place only in November. Book early to avoid disappointment.
A Time to Sow…
When writing your will, your first consideration is
likely to be family and friends. Many people also
take the opportunity to give a helping hand to
causes close to their heart. Leaving a gift to your
church family in your will is a wonderful way of
leaving a lasting legacy towards your church’s
future.
If you would like to find out more about leaving a
gift to your church in your will please request a ‘A
Time to Sow’ pack from your church or call
Church House on 01452 835522 to have one sent
to you by post.
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Farewell to Fr Daniel
We said our ‘thank yous’ and ‘goodbyes’ to Fr Daniel, Sarah and Joel during a shared
lunch in St Mary’s on Sunday 20th October. I reflected that quite a lot had happened in
the five and a bit years since he came to work amongst us. Fr Daniel came as a single
man and leaves us with a wife and a young son! I hardly expected when we appointed
him that I would be asked to conduct his wedding, but it was a real privilege to do so in
April 2009 (especially as I had suggested that they might like to ask the Bishop!) Daniel
also came to us before the North Cheltenham Team Ministry was formed and so has
helped bring that into being, working alongside his other colleagues as well as with
others involved in ministry, particularly in Prestbury.
Reflecting on Fr Daniel’s time with us, there are several areas where he has especially
been able to use his particular gifts. These have been in his work with the Celebrate!
service, with Prestbury St Mary’s Junior school and in what are called ‘the occasional
offices’, particularly marriage and baptism. Daniel took on the leadership of Celebrate!
and not only has the service continued in its popularity but he has also encouraged the
ministry of other people. This means that as he leaves, Celebrate! is in a strong position
to continue to flourish and it has a group of dedicated leaders who will ensure that
happens.
At St Mary’s Junior school, Daniel has taken a chaplaincy role, leading the school
services most weeks, offering pastoral support to the staff and also the pupils. He has
regularly spent lunchtimes in the playground, building good relationships with the
children, a contribution that has been greatly appreciated by the staff and governors.
Fr Daniel has particularly enjoyed taking weddings and baptisms. As he has prepared
couples for marriage and parents for the baptism of their children, he has valued the
opportunities to meet with people who often have had little connection with the life of
the church. His ministry to these couples and families has been greatly appreciated.
Fr Daniel is a good example of someone who takes his Christian faith very seriously and
who ensures that his values and opinions are both well informed and firmly held. The
confidence he has in his faith has enabled him to interact especially well with those who
are more on the fringe of the Church.
On the 20th October we wished Fr Daniel well as we thanked him for his ministry
amongst us and we asked God’s blessing on him, on Sarah and on Joel as they move to
their new home. We will continue to hold them all in our prayers and we will pray
especially for Fr Daniel as he discerns God’s will for the next stage of his ministry.
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What happens next?
The Churchwardens from the five churches of the North Cheltenham Team Ministry
have met with the Archdeacon of Cheltenham to discuss the future ministry across
North Cheltenham. Although Fr Daniel will not immediately be replaced, the
Archdeacon has instigated a review process which will be carried out by a small group
which will include the Area Dean of Cheltenham, Fr Michael and other representatives
from the Team Ministry and the Deanery. This group has been asked to report back in
January.
In the meantime the number of full-time clergy in the North Cheltenham Team Ministry
will reduce to three (Fr Michael, Fr Stephen and Revd Liz Palin). Responsibility for each
of the five churches in the Team will be taken by one of our three full-time priests (the
‘lead priest’). This person will have overall responsibility for pastoral matters and will
be the first point of contact. They will also be responsible for worship at all of the
services, liaising with relevant committees and working with Churchwardens and other
local ministers who are connected with that church.
St Mary’s Prestbury & St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke
Fr Michael Cozens is the ‘lead priest’
All Saints Pittville & St Nicolas Prestbury
Fr Stephen Eldridge is the ‘lead priest’
St Lawrence Swindon Village & Cheltenham St Peter
Revd Liz Palin is the ‘lead priest’
The ‘lead priest’ will not be able to be present for every service that takes place and we
will continue to rely very much on the help of our retired clergy and lay ministers who
will take services for us and bring a continuity of ministry to the local church. In
addition to the ministry of the retired clergy, we are especially grateful for the ministry
of Deacon Jennifer, and of our Readers; Linda Biggs, Neil and Sarah Jones and Ralph
Griffin.
Fr Michael
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Thank you and farewell
I can hardly believe it has been nearly six years since I came to live in Prestbury, first as
Assistant Priest in the “Prestbury and All Saints Team Ministry” (remember that?) and
then, from September 2008, as Team Vicar for North Cheltenham. It has been a hugely
varied experience with some real highs and lows, rewards and challenges. Thank you so
much for the lovely send-off that you organised for us and for your generous and
thoughtful gifts. We go without a very clear idea about what the future will hold, but
trusting that God is moving us and aware that the Bible is full of people who had similar
experiences (Abraham, Elijah, Hannah, Ruth, Jeremiah, Daniel, Mary, Peter et al, Paul....
good company!). May you also continue to journey in him and find his joy, peace and
justice among you and within you now and in the world to come.
Daniel, Sarah and Joel
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Have you got room for the Holy Family this Advent?

St Mary's and St Nicolas churches both have a set of figures as seen in the photo above.
We call them 'the Holy Family' and during Advent they will be travelling the length and
breadth of Prestbury. The scheme started some time ago, when Fr Stephen Gregory
was Vicar of St Mary's. He encouraged the handover of the Holy Family from the host
family to the next recipient to be an occasion, celebrated with a cup of tea or a glass of
wine, and for the children to draw and photograph Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus.
If you have room in your home and would like to look after the Holy Family for one or
two nights until it takes up its place in the church on Christmas Day, then please look
out for the sign-up sheet in church. Alternatively, Ruth Rudge will be available in
St Mary's for you to speak to, either at Celebrate! at 9.30am, or at the 11:00am service.
Similarly, Linda Biggs will be available for you to speak to at the 9.30am service at
St Nicolas.
Ruth Rudge

Congratulations to Gwen & Alister !
Prestbury URC is celebrating the 90th birthdays of two of our long-standing members –
Alister Bathgate and Gwen Hewinson. Gwen, who was born in Prestbury, has been
associated with the church for her entire life and has served as an Elder and now as
Flower Steward. Alister, who came from Cupar in Fife in 1997 to be near his family,
was an Elder in the Church of Scotland and has since been our Church Secretary and is
still a serving Elder. Congratulations & thanks to you both !
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Out to Africa with a Cardboard Box (Part 1)
This particular journey started 36 years ago
although my dream to work in Africa is older
than that. In 1977, my then fiancé, David,
spent a three-month medical elective
placement in Thailand with surgeon and
missionary Dr Ken Webb, living with Ken and
Carol and their two small children, Rachel
and Jonathon. What experiences he had - but
that's another story.
Years passed. All our efforts to work in
Uganda, Zimbabwe, India at different times,
always thwarted. Why? On one occasion,
south London was not quite where we had in
mind, but working at St Christopher's
Hospice was certainly challenging. My dream
went into hibernation.
Life became hectic with four energetic
children, part-time work as a children's
physio, and wife to a conscientious GP who
also worked at the Sue Ryder Hospice.
Some 15 years later David was surprised to see Ken and Carol at the Hospice. He had
in fact been looking after Carol's father. In 2008, great joy as Father Stephen and Vicky
Gregory's daughter Anna was to marry a boy who had been born in Thailand to
missionary parents, so David saw Jonathon again 30 years on at their wonderful
wedding.
We visited Ken and Carol (now retired) the following year at a family wedding in
Scotland on the day their village traditionally beat the bounds on horseback. As we
watched, we bumped into local friends of theirs, Archie and Peter Hinchcliffe who had
spent their working lives in Africa, Archie as a children's physio. and diplomat's wife. We
talked, how we talked. On retirement Archie had set up a charity, Cerebral Palsy Africa
(www.cerebralpalsyafrica.org), the seed was sown!
Four years later it germinated with a phone call, she did remember me, yes the charity
was still active. My first step - to meet her friend Jean Westmacott in Hampshire to
learn how to make cardboard furniture! Really? Oh well, let's give it a go.
What you can do with a cardboard box, a cereal packet, newspaper, a pair of old tights
and flour and water paste is limitless and extraordinary, and called Appropriate Paperbased Technology (APT www.paperfurnitureenterprise.com) .
Jean and her family stayed with us during Greenbelt where we had a CPA stand and I
got numerous chances to say ‘here’s one I made earlier’ pointing proudly to my chair
for a child with cerebral palsy.
Diane Lyle
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Saint Cecilia – Patron Saint of Music
Saint Cecilia is said to have heard heavenly music inside her heart when she was forced
to marry the pagan, Valerian. A wealth of music, art and festivals in honour of St Cecilia
has grown from this little bit of information from her biography. She is the acclaimed
patron saint of music, especially church music, as well as that of musicians, composers,
instrument makers and poets. The name Cecilia means blind and so, although we don't
know if she herself couldn't see, she is also the Catholic patron saint of the blind.
It is believed that St Cecilia was born in the 2nd or 3rd century AD, although the dates
of her birth and martyrdom are unknown. She is purported to have been the daughter
of a wealthy Roman family, a Christian from birth, who was promised in marriage to a
pagan named Valerian. Cecilia, however, had vowed her virginity to God, and wore
sackcloth, fasted and prayed in the hope of keeping this promise. Saint Cecilia disclosed
her wishes to her husband on their wedding night. She told Valerian that an angel
watched over her to guard her purity. He wanted to see the angel, so St Cecilia sent
him to Pope Urban (223-230). Accounts of how and when Valerian saw the angel vary,
but one states that he was baptized by the Pope, and, upon his return to Saint Cecilia,
they were both given heavenly crowns by an angel. Another version recounts that
Tibertius, Valerian's brother, sees the crowns and he too is converted.
The two brothers then made it their mission to bury Christian martyrs put to death by
the Prefect of the city. In turn, they were brought in front of the Prefect and sentenced
to death by the sword. Cecilia, in the meantime, continued to make many conversions,
and prepared to have her home preserved as a church at her death.
Finally, she too was arrested and brought before the Prefect. He ruled that she should
die by suffocation in the baths. She remained there for a day and a night but was still
alive when the soldiers opened the doors and was eventually killed by beheading. There
exists in Rome a church in St Cecilia's honour that dates from about the fifth century.
Her relics were believed to have been found by Pope Paschal I in 821 A.D., in the
cemetery of St Celestas. These remains were exhumed in 1599, when Cardinal Paul
Emilius Sfondrati rebuilt the church of St Cecilia, and were said to be incorrupt.
Saint Cecilia’s Legacy
St Cecilia's following flourished during the Middle Ages in Europe. Songs were sung in
her name, poetry was written, paintings with St Cecilia as the subject were created, and
her feast day, on November 22, was happily celebrated. Chaucer commemorates her in
his Second Nun's Tale.
The Saint Cecilia medal typically features her at the organ, sometimes with angelic
hosts gathered around her. Cecilia is frequently depicted playing a viola, a small organ,
or other musical instrument, evidently to express what was often attributed to her, that
while the musicians played at her nuptials she sang in her heart to God. St Cecilia
societies still flourish around the world, often sponsoring musical events and contests.
The first record of a music festival in her honour was held at Évreux in Normandy in
1570. There is a beautiful St Cecilia Cathedral in Omaha, Nebraska, the diocese of
which claims her as their patron saint. Prayers to her ask God's blessings on musicians
- 10 -
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and the hymns they proclaim to Him. Musician or not in her real life, St Cecilia, by her
devout, musical followings has certainly earned the right to be called the patroness of music.
The Sisters of Saint Cecilia are a group of women consecrated religious sisters. They
are the ones who shear the lambs' wool used to make the palliums of new metropolitan
archbishops. The lambs are raised by the Cistercian Trappists in Rome, and are blessed
by the Pope every 21 January, the Feast of the martyr Saint Agnes.
The National Academy of Santa Cecilia is one of the oldest musical institutions in the
world. It was founded by the papal bull, Ratione congruit, issued by Sixtus V in 1585,
which invoked two saints prominent in Western musical history: Gregory the Great,
after whom the Gregorian chant is named, and Saint Cecilia, the patron saint of music.
Located on the Isle of Wight, St Cecilia's Abbey was founded in 1882. The nuns live a
traditional monastic life of prayer, work and study in accordance with the ancient Rule
of St Benedict.
Her feast day became a time for musical concerts and festivals that occasioned wellknown poems by John Dryden and Alexander Pope, and music by Henry Purcell (Ode to
St Cecilia), Many other compositions included Ode for St Cecilia's Day which is a cantata
composed by George Frideric Handel in 1739. The main theme of the text is the
Pythagorean theory of harmonia mundi, that music was a central force in the Earth's
creation. The premiere was on 22 November 1739 at the Theatre in Lincoln's Inn
Fields, London.
(source: http://www.saintcecilia.us/)
Stella Caney

Exciting Organ Recital at All Saints
The recital was given on 28th September by John McElroy, who is a choir member at
All Saints and sometimes plays the organ in other churches of our team.
It can only be described as a ‘tour de force’. He chose a programme of eight works
which was unusual and refreshing – Bach did not even get a look in! There were many
contrasts and attention did not flag. The first part included variations by Pachelbel
whose canon is well known. A short piece by Robert Lind was based on the hymn tune
Kingsfold which we usually sing to an old hymn ‘I heard the voice of Jesus say..’. The first
part ended with a Reinberger sonata when we had a sample of the full power of the
deep pedal notes of All Saints organ.
John gave us an outline of the pieces before each part. There was fun in the second half
with a piece by Kerll. It was entitled ‘Cucu’. Before it had finished we were wondering
just how many more cuckoos were flying around the huge vault of All Saints roof.
There is only space to mention the final work by Eugene Gigout – with that name it
should be something magnificent – and it was! We heard the full grandeur of this fine organ.
Thank you John for such a good evening. We hope that next time there is a recital by
All Saints organist Cameron Luke or John McElroy there will be a very much larger
audience.
John Gann
- 11 -
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Henry Purcell and his Contribution to Sacred Music
Purcell was born in St Ann's Lane, Old Pye Street, Westminster in 1659. His father sang
at the coronation of King Charles II of England and the family lived just a few hundred
yards west of Westminster Abbey.
After his father's death in 1664, Purcell was placed under the guardianship of his uncle
Thomas, who was himself a gentleman of His Majesty's Chapel, and arranged for Henry
to be admitted as a chorister. Henry was a chorister in the Chapel Royal until his voice
broke in 1673, when he became assistant to the organ-builder John Hingston, who held
the post of keeper of wind instruments to the King.
Purcell is said to have been composing at nine years old, but the earliest work that can
be certainly identified as his is an ode for the King's birthday, written in 1670. Purcell
continued his studies under Dr John Blow. He attended Westminster School and in
1676 was appointed copyist at Westminster Abbey. Henry Purcell's earliest anthem
Lord, who can tell was composed in 1678. It is a psalm that is prescribed for Christmas
Day and also to be read at Morning Prayer on the fourth day of the month. In 1679,
Blow, who had been appointed organist of Westminster Abbey in 1669, resigned his
office in favour of his pupil. Purcell now devoted himself almost entirely to the
composition of sacred music.
Soon after Purcell's marriage, in 1682, he was appointed organist of the Chapel Royal,
an office which he was able to hold simultaneously with his position at Westminster
Abbey. For some years after this, he was busy in the production of sacred music, odes
addressed to the king and royal family, and other similar works. In 1685, he wrote two
of his finest anthems, I was glad and My heart is inditing, for the coronation of King James II.
Purcell's Te Deum and Jubilate Deo were written for Saint Cecilia's Day (22nd
November), 1694, the first English Te Deum ever composed with orchestral
accompaniment. This work was annually performed at St Paul's Cathedral until 1712,
after which it was performed alternately with Handel's Utrecht Te Deum and Jubilate until
1743, when both works were replaced by Handel's Dettingen Te Deum (which however
was composed following a battle victory rather than for the Saint’s Day.).
Purcell died in 1695 at his home in Dean's Yard, Westminster, at the height of his
career. He is believed to have been 35 or 36 years old. The cause of his death is
unclear: one theory is that he caught a chill after returning home late from the theatre
one night to find that his wife had locked him out. Another is that he succumbed to
tuberculosis.
Purcell is buried adjacent to the organ in Westminster Abbey. The music that he had
earlier composed for Queen Mary's funeral was performed during his own. Following
his death, the officials at Westminster honoured him by voting unanimously that he be
buried with no expense in the north aisle of the Abbey. His epitaph reads: "Here lyes
Henry Purcell Esq., who left this life and is gone to that blessed place where only his
harmony can be exceeded."
(Source: adapted from Wikipedia)
Stella Caney
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Remembrance Day 2012
On a drizzly, grey November morning, I found myself in a tiny cemetery in north-east
France, together with two of my sons and a grandson. We had come to visit the grave
of my uncle, killed in the very last moments of the First World War.
He had twice been wounded, and was allowed to recuperate at home on each occasion
as my grandfather was a doctor. When he returned to France for the second time to
rejoin his regiment there were so few members left that he had to be seconded to
another.
I am the lucky custodian of three of the last letters he wrote, and though I never met
him, I feel I know him from their gentle humour and steadfast courage in the appalling
conditions in which he was living. The last came from a hole in the ground, measuring
4ft by 3ft by 2ft in which he could only crouch to write by candlelight under a tarpaulin.
We were all thinking sadly of the uncle, great uncle and great great uncle whom none of
us knew, but we felt remarkably close to him as we laid our flowers and said a prayer
before his simple cross.
Walking away, I was moved to see the neatly mown grass and the careful planting
around each grave. It gave me hope that, nearly a hundred years later, someone
somewhere cares enough to tend those very special graves.
Sue Fairclough

Marle Hill WI
Sweden was the subject of our October talk by Lena Dyche. She is married to an
Englishman but keeps alive her Swedish national culture despite living in this country.
Sweden is roughly twice the size of Britain but with a population the equivalent of
London (9 million). It is a country of lakes, forests and wooden houses, no old
properties as they burn down too often. There are 2 months of snow in the north and
temperatures of -20°C, though more tolerable than our damp cold. Every year an icehotel is built where everything is made of ice, even the drinking glasses, but it all melts
away after a couple of months. Stockholm, with its milder climate, is a marine city being
set amidst many islands and water of the area. The houses are triple glazed and heated
geothermally or by oil or hydro-electricity, no gas. We were regaled with tales of
festive customs, traditional food recipes, wildlife and, with the aid of slides, certainly felt
the atmosphere of the country.
We were invited to produce a display of handicrafts for the Harvest Festival at
St Nicolas Church. A very enjoyable morning was spent at the Synagogue in
Cheltenham. This is one of Cheltenham’s hidden gems and has a very interesting
history. We came away very much the wiser about the Jewish community in the area.
Our November meeting brings the AGM and voting for a new President. Chris has
worked hard over the past three years to make our WI a success. We were saddened
to hear at the Council Meeting that, though there have been several new WI’s opened
in the county, some have been suspended because they could not find anyone willing to
be officers. Let us hope we are not faced with any such decisions.
Sara Jefferies
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
The Friends of St Mary’s invite you to lunch with Mark Cummings
of BBC Radio Gloucestershire on Friday, 15th November at 12 noon,
at St Mary’s Church, Prestbury
Following the postponement of his planned visit on the 28th June, Mark Cummings, the
entertaining early morning voice of Radio Gloucestershire, has kindly offered to come
to St Mary’s Church, Prestbury to support the fund-raising activities of the Friends of
St Mary’s on Friday 15th November.
Mark is a native Yorkshireman, but has now become an adopted son of Gloucestershire.
Beyond the world of broadcasting he is a keen cyclist and a motorhome enthusiast.
We plan to meet in the Church at 12.00 noon for a drink, followed by a light lunch and
desert at 12.30pm. After coffee.....about 1pm...Mark will be giving his talk.
This is likely to be a popular event, so you are advised to book your tickets early.
Tickets cost £12.00 and are available from: Phil Dodd and Tony Noel.
forward to seeing you.

We look

Prestbury Mothers’ Union
Prestbury Mothers' Union meets next on Tuesday 26th November at St Nicolas'
Church at 7.30pm. Maz Allen and Julie Jefferies will be coming to tell us the latest about
Purity, and our own Gill Cartwright will tell us about her overseas project.
A cheque for £118 has now been sent to The Mothers' Union Office at Mary Sumner
House for the 'Wheels Appeal'. This amount was collected over the summer by
Prestbury Mothers' Union. This is to help Community Development Co-ordinators who
give support around the world to help improve health and education to families.
Everyone is most welcome at our meetings.
Sylvia McKenzie, Branch Leader.
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Christingle Service 2013
in aid of

The Children’s Society
on

Sunday 8th December 2013 at 4.00 pm
at

St Mary’s Church, Mill Street
“Let light shine out of darkness”
2 Corinthians 4:6
The Christingle Service carries a deep message of God’s love and is a
particularly special way to give thanks for this gift of love for us, and to reach
out together to help some of the more disadvantaged children and young
people in our society.
During the service Christingle oranges will be given to everyone who brings a
gift of money in the candle collecting box. (If the money can be gift-aided this
would greatly enhance the amount the Society receives). All the money raised
will be used to help the Children’s Society continue to take direct action to
support disadvantaged children and young people all over the UK. All are
welcome at this service. If you would like a collecting candle, they will be
available from the beginning of November at:
St Mary’s Church
St Nicolas’ Church
St Mary’s Infant School
St Mary’s Junior School
Prestbury Village Stores

A Christian ‘Last Night of the Proms’
Saturday 26th April 2014, at the Royal Albert Hall
Cost approximately £47.
A £30 deposit per person is required by 21st December
Coach travel, leaving Cheltenham 4.00pm and returning approx. 1.00am.
If you are interested, please contact Revd Maz Allen
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URC Autumn/Christmas Fair –
Saturday 2nd November 10.00 – 12.00
Please do join us for our annual Christmas Fair – an ideal opportunity to help with your
preparations for Christmas. This event will be combined with our monthly coffee
morning at the Church. There will be lots going on and the morning will feature
Christmas gifts including jewellery as well as Christmas necessities such as cakes, cards,
wrapping paper and decorations. Books will be available for sale, there will also be a
raffle as well as the usual selection of teas, coffees, and cakes to enjoy. Donations of
good quality items would be very much appreciated – please contact Fiona Hall.

Christian Aid Autumn Fair
at St Andrew's Church, Montpellier
Saturday 2nd November, 10.00am-1.30pm
Hot and cold lunches will be available from 11.30am. A box for donations towards
stalls selling gifts, cakes and preserves, toys etc. will be placed at the back of St Mary's
church from 19th October.
Please support this – money raised will go towards helping crises in the Middle East, and
will be trebled by European Union funding.

Prestbury WI
November Meeting: Monday 11th November - 7.15pm - WI Hall.
This is the Annual General Meeting. Sub-committees will be reporting on their
activities, and the past year will be reviewed and projected activities discussed.
A Coffee Morning is being held at the Prestbury WI hall on Saturday 23rd
November. Doors open at 10.00am, and coffee/tea and rock cakes will be available
from 10.30am. There will be sales tables and a WI bring and buy table with lots of
bargains. Admission and refreshments £2.00.
On Wednesday 11th December, the Prestbury WI Drama Group is presenting ‘Deck
the Halls’, an entertainment for Christmas, which will be followed by the Grand
Christmas Draw. Doors open at 6.45pm for 7.15pm. Admission is by programme,
adults £4.50 and accompanied children £2.00, including seasonal refreshments. Tickets
are available from 01242 523558. Proceeds to Prestbury WI Hall Funds.
Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday
of each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road.
For further information on WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas on
01242 584485.
Sally Alexander
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MALAWI VISIT 2014
In July next year I shall be revisiting Malawi as one of a party from MACS (Malawi
Association for Christian Support) to see at first hand life in rural Malawi, to meet local
people and to see some of the work of the charity. We are looking for interested
people, single, couples, of any age and skill to join us. Further details are in the
provisional itinerary below.
Thank you.
Roger Hodges

8 to 23 July 2014

Provisional Itinerary

This visit is to allow a group of up to 11 people, who may span a wide range of ages and
skills, to see at first hand life in rural Malawi and to meet local people. We also visit some
recent and current MACS projects.
Our first night is likely to be at the KuNgoni Cultural Centre at Mua. A cottage on the
beautiful shore of Lake Malawi will be our base during five days spent in the nearby village of
Nkope where we will do some light renovation or redecoration work at its Health Centre,
Primary School or in the residential unit for blind children. There may be visits to Monkey Bay
and an eco-village.
We then move to Malosa with visits to St Luke’s
Hospital, Malosa Sceondary School, and a bicycletaxi excursion into the bush to experience the
work of the MACOBO volunteers who take
medical and other care to the needy of local
villages. We may visit Nkasala Health Centre and
picnic on Zomba mountain.
Land and boat Safaris and a night at Mvuu Camp in
the Liwonde National Park provide well-earned
relaxation before our return to Lilongwe via the pottery at Dedza.
BOOKING AND COSTS: The estimated total cost is £1600 - £1700. The first element is the
flight which will be payable at the price obtainable when you apply (est £820-950) the sooner,
the cheaper. The cost of travel in Malawi, taxes, accommodation and food is the second
element and will depend on the number of travellers, the 2014 Game Park tariff and currency
fluctuation. This part will be fixed and payable, less the deposit, in April. Not included are
personal insurance and spending money in Malawi or at Nairobi airport.
Fundraising: In previous years travellers have raised money to cover the work to be
undertaken, fulfilment of needs we shall find on the way and for other MACS projects large
and small.
CONTACT: Richard Barton, the chairman of MACS, who led the 2011 visit is happy to
answer queries - Tel: 01227 728310 or email chairman@malawimacs.org
The MACS website www.malawimacs.org provides information about the work of the charity
(No 1025616). Applicants for the 11 places should respond as soon as possible to Richard
Barton, Sweech Cottage, Preston Lane, Preston, Canterbury, Kent CT3 1EY sending a cheque
made payable to MACS for the non-returnable deposit of £200.
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November 2013 Diary
2

Sat

3

Sun

10
13

Sun
Wed

15
17
18
19
20
21
24
26

Fri
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sun
Tue

0930
All Souls Requiem
1200
All Souls Requiem
1530
Memorial Service
No service at 6.30pm in St Mary’s
1045
Act of Remembrance
1400
Buildings & Fabric committee
1930
Deanery Synod meeting
1000
Friends of St Mary’s event
1100
Parish Eucharist & Baptism
1930
LMT meeting
1930
PCC meeting
1430
Welcome on Wednesday
1800
Infant Governing Body
1500
Diocesan Celebration
1930
Mother’s Union

St Mary’s
All Saints
St Mary’s
War Memorial
St Mary’s
The Rock
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Nicolas
St Nicolas
St Nicolas
Infant school
The Cathedral
St Nicolas

If you use email you can contact the Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk and ask to be added to the
email list for the weekly Notice Sheet which will carry the latest information. Alternatively contact as
per listings on front and back pages. More events are advertised on the Diocesan website
www.gloucester.anglican.org

ROBOCAP RUNNING CHALLENGE
I am Helen Mann and I am currently undertaking a
challenge in support of ROBOCAP, a charity which
aims to provide robotic assisted surgery for prostate
cancer sufferers in Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and
South Worcestershire. My objective is to run 13
miles, 13 times, in 13 weeks in 2013! The runs are
organised races over a variety of terrain - road,
forest trails, an airfield and cross-country. They vary
in challenge from flat, undulating, hilly to 'severe'...
sounds like fun?
I started with the Cheltenham half-marathon on 15th
September and hope to finish by 14th December.
If you would like to support me in this venture for a
very
worthwhile
cause,
please
visit
www.justgiving.com/helen-mann-robocap, OR text TMTT99 £1
(or other amount) to 70070, OR I have sponsor forms available if you prefer. Plus you
can follow me on Facebook to see how I am getting on. THANKYOU,
Helen
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The Italian Chapel on Orkney – Part 1
Until a couple of years ago I had not heard of Orkney’s Italian Chapel, but after reading
a novel entitled “The chapel at the edge of the world” by Kirsten McKenzie, based on
the building of a chapel by Italian prisoners of war, I was keen to find out more. I
followed it up by reading “Orkney’s Italian Chapel” by Philip Paris, which tells the true
story behind this remarkable chapel. By the time I had finished I almost felt I knew the
men who had built this little gem on a tiny Orkney island. So, knowing that it is still
preserved today, we spent our summer holiday on Orkney where I saw the Italian
Chapel and my husband indulged his interest in archaeology.
The story begins on the night of 14th October 1939 in Scapa Flow, which was
considered a safe haven for the British fleet. The narrow channels between the Orkney
mainland and the islands of Lamb Holm, Glimps Holm, Burray and South Ronaldsay had
been blocked by sunken hulks of old ships - or so it was thought. However, on the
night of 14th October, an intrepid U-boat commander found a way through into Scapa
Flow and torpedoed HMS Royal Oak which sank with the loss of over 800 lives. It
therefore became imperative that these channels were closed urgently, so research was
undertaken at Manchester University, which included dropping miniature concrete
blocks into a cattle trough to design a causeway. The engineering firm of Balfour Beatty
was awarded the contract and in May 1940 work began on building the so-called
“Churchill Barriers”. This was a monumental task involving first of all, quarrying the
stone to make five-ton blocks of concrete with which to fill the channels.
The
construction workers had not
reckoned on the severe
weather conditions and the
heavy nature of the work and
many of them soon returned
south.
However, in January
1942 more than 1,000 Italians,
taken prisoner in N. Africa,
were brought to Orkney to
work on the barriers. One can
imagine how Orkney in January
must have seemed to the
Italians but, unlike the British
workers, they had no choice
but to stay! The initial
antagonism between the Italians
Rood screen and chancel
and the British was greatly
alleviated with the arrival in September 1942 of a new camp commander, Major
Buckland, who was more sympathetic to the Italians. One of the prisoners in Camp 60,
Domenico Chiocchetti, was an artist whose work before the war consisted of painting
religious statues and frescoes in churches near his home in Moena in the Ladin-speaking
part of northern Italy. He it was who had the idea of building a chapel and in this he
was supported by Major Buckland and the padre, Fr. Giacomo.
Amongst his
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companions in Camp 60, Chiocchetti had a small band of helpers including a cement
worker, a blacksmith, electricians and carpenters. In late 1943 two Nissen huts were
made available and joined together end to end, the original plan being to use one end as
a chapel and the other for educational purposes.
The chancel was the first part to be designed, and, there being an abundance of
concrete for building the barriers, this was used to realise Chiocchetti’s design for the
altar and altar rail. The altar was placed against a stud wall dividing the chancel from
the vestry. All through the war, Chiocchetti had carried a prayer card on which was a
picture of the Madonna of the Olives,
painted by Nicolò Barabino, and this was his
inspiration for the beautiful fresco which he
painted on the wall behind the altar.
It
portrays the Virgin Mary clothed in white,
with the baby Jesus holding an olive branch.
They are surrounded by six cherubim
holding a scroll inscribed “Regina pacis ora
pro nobis” (Queen of Peace pray for us).
One of the cherubs is sheathing a sword
and another carries the heraldic badge of
Moena showing a man rowing his boat out
of a storm into a calm sea. Thus in this one
painting were incorporated four symbols of
peace, which was the theme Chiocchetti
wanted the chapel to send out to all who
worshipped there.
Chiocchetti’s intricate design for the rood
screen needed a craftsman skilled in the art
of ferro battuto - wrought-iron work. For
Painting of Madonna and Child
this he was fortunate to have Guiseppe
Palumbi, who had learnt this skill in America.
Palumbi had the difficult job of fashioning the rood screen out of many different metals scraps of old farm machinery, railings, pots and pans and even the metal ladders from
sunken ships which were accessible at low tide. However, he managed to produce a
work of great delicacy and beauty which divides the chancel from the nave with gates
opening at the centre. There is a moving story of how Palumbi, who spoke good
English, was sent to accompany one of the Italians on several visits to the hospital as
interpreter. During these visits he met and fell in love with one of the nurses.
However, he had a wife and son back in Italy and when the war was over he went back
to them, but not before telling the nurse that he had left something for her in the very
centre of the chapel.
What she found there can still be seen - a heart-shaped piece of wrought-iron
embedded in the floor as a stop for the two gates of the rood screen.
Jill Smith
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November 2013 Calendar
2

Sat

ALL SOULS

3
8

SUN
Fri

ALL SAINTS
Saints and martyrs of England

10
11
16

SUN
Mon
Sat

3 BEFORE ADVENT
Martin, bishop
Margaret, queen, philanthropist

17
18
19
20
23

SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Sat

2 BEFORE ADVENT
Elizabeth, princess, philanthropist
Hilda, abbess
Edmund, king, martyr
Clement, bishop. martyr

24
30

SUN
Sat

CHRIST THE KING
Andrew the Apostle

From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
September

October

1 Alastair Joshua Baraka Mackie
15 Edward Richard Felix Etherton
22 Georgia Elizabeth Pike
Megan Estelle Christina Roberts
Mia Ella Newton
Pippa May Hibbert
29 Emily Harper Smith
13 Joseph James Trotter
Kate Rose Hurst

Marriages
September
October

27 Matthew Wilson & Hayley Morgan
28 Paul Mellor & Eloise Stott
12 Daniel Parker & Katie Holder

Funerals
September
October

25 Richard Brown
10 Terrence Derry

Burials of ashes
September
October

5 Glydwr Wells
1 Wilfred Newman
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Diocesan Synod Report
The Autumn Synod was at St Nicolas Church on 12th October at 12 o’clock, instead of
the usual 9am, to allow members to move straight on after its conclusion to Gloucester
Cathedral for the welcoming service of the new Bishop of Tewkesbury. It meant that
we started with coffee and biscuits and ended with a lunch of excellent rolls, sticky buns
(various) and fresh fruit – an unimagined treat! This was to make things simpler for
members who live far afield.
In his presidential address, Bishop Michael talked about Confirmation and the deeper
understanding of the Christian Faith that this brings. He felt that often this was
neglected, the attitude being that once baptised you are a member of the church so that
was enough, but he felt that to confirm people was one of his great privileges as a
bishop. The happiness and emotion after a confirmation service was greater than at any
other service and wonderful to share. He hopes that many more benefices and parishes
will hold confirmations in their own churches in future.
Following on with the theme of nurturing the Christian faith better, the Church of
England is producing a new course. It is called “Pilgrim”.
There are already Alpha and Emmaus, but Pilgrim is taking a quite different approach. It
is split into two stages. The first stage assumes that the questioner just wants to know
what Christianity is. There are four course books and the first two are available now.
Book One is about what Christians believe and explains this through the six questions
we are asked at baptism. Book Two deals with how Christians come to know God
through our greatest prayer, The Lord’s Prayer. Books Three and Four will be ready in
January and explain how Christians should behave through the Ten Commandments and
the Christian vision for the world through the Beatitudes. As an ordinary Christian, I
found it simple, straightforward and definitely non-invasive of my personal space.
The second half of “Pilgrim” follows next year and is for those who want to know more.
It explains the Creeds, the Eucharist and the Bible.
Gloucester Diocese Education Board started “Open the Book”, “Experience Easter”
and “Experience Christmas”. These are used in England and internationally. They have
now added “Experience Church”. The short DVD clip we saw looked great fun.
The finances are on track to finish within budget. If they succeed it will be the best year
end for a decade. More “joined up thinking” has led to the abolition of four more posts
and one clergy redundancy has occurred. Nationally, clergy stipends are now legally
locked in to the Retail Price Index so a rising parish share is still vitally important. The
Synod approved the 2014 budget that shows a deficit of £318,000.
The major presentation lasting a whole hour was on the work of the Diocesan
Safeguarding Board. To begin, Canon Paul Williams reminded us of the supreme
importance of children to Jesus during his ministry, and we were shown the first part of
the film “The Shameful Truth” (on YouTube). It was about the sexual abuse by an
Eastbourne parish priest which led to the far-reaching Chichester Diocese Inquiry. It
was stunning to realise the enormous sense of guilt and fear that the boy victims were
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forced to endure and how they had kept the abuse secret, even from each other, until
adulthood.
Our Diocesan Safeguarding Board has complied totally in every way with all the
regulations and demands in place within the Church of England, and now all our licensed
clergy, whether stipendiary, self-supporting or retired, as well as Readers and other
ministers must attend one of the series of workshops now in place. The facts and
statistics were such that we felt very subdued, but the final speaker in the debate
pointed out that the Church of England was not the only professional body to have
failed in this manner in the past, many others had as well. At least the Church is now
doing everything possible to prevent it happening in future.
On a far brighter note, the Synod also agreed to pass the resolution to transfer certain
powers and responsibilities from the Bishop of Gloucester to the Bishop of
Tewkesbury, thus clearing the way for Bishop Michael to go on his holiday two days
later!
It was a different and rather challenging Synod this time but our group of lay and clergy
members at our lunch table all agreed that some good progress had been made. The
diocese of Gloucester is “Journeying Together” better than it has in the past.
Who knows, if we stick at it we might just become good at it!
Thank you for your time,
Lynda Hodges (Diocesan Representative)

Advertisement
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St Nicolas Walkers
Thirteen walkers met at St Nicolas’ car park on Saturday 28th
September. We drove on the A40, turning off at Dowdeswell and
then straight on to park at Withington Mill. The day was overcast
but dry. Part of the walk was beside the River Coln, and then over
fields and through hazel thickets. At the beginning a heron was
spotted, and later a mare with her foal. In another place we were
amused by a wooden carving of an otter and a very realistic metal
crocodile! We went under the bridge of a disused railway line and
came to a lovely view of the valley and hills in the direction of
Compton Abdale.
We ended the morning with lunch at the Mill.
Thank you Gill and Nigel Woodcock for showing us another beautiful area. We look
forward to more walks in the future.
Hilary Gann

Pictures by John White

St Mary’s Bakestall
Our last bakestall this year falls on 17th November, with contributions from the G-M
team, but all members’ help would be more than welcome to boost our charitable giving
for the year.
Margaret Waker
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Thank you Sharon!
After many years of loyal service, Sharon Macauly has stepped down from her role as a
volunteer leader working with PPY. Most recently Sharon has worked with the Synergy
group on Sunday evening, for a while acting as leader of the group. She also worked for
PPY as a paid employee in her role as Youth Inclusion Worker, working on two
projects; as co-leader on the Pittville Youth action Group, and as Project Leader with
the CORE project. This role was interrupted by the birth of Grace!
We were very fortunate that when Sharon moved with Andy to live in Cheltenham, she
volunteered to work with our young people, bringing her considerable skills as a
qualified youth worker and offering them to us for free! Over the years many young
people have benefitted from Sharon’s experience and dedication to youth work and
from her creativity and enthusiasm. Sharon has a particular gift for building relationships
with young people, offering a deep level of support and trust which has enabled them to
flourish and she has earned the affection of those she has worked with, both young
people and other volunteers. All of this has been underpinned by Sharon’s strong faith.
Fortunately for us Sharon will continue as a member of the Celebrate! worship band,
using another of her skills to help lead the worship. Also she will continue in her role
as a Foundation Governor at St Mary’s Junior School where she is a very valued
member of the Governing Body. Thank you Sharon for all that you have contributed to
our work with young people.
Fr Michael

Makes you think, doesn't it?
Nick and I write the occasional song together for Celebrate! – usually he does the
music and I do the words.
For a recent song I came up with the line “Planets and stars in their course without
measure”. Knowing that Nick's academic background is in astrophysics, I thought he
might have a problem with this line. I pointed out that, although I assumed
astrophysicists would have the movement of the stars and planets buttoned down, to
the rest of us it seemed to all intents and purposes unmeasurable.
His answer surprised me. The problem of predicting the motion of a group of celestial
objects that interact with each other gravitationally is known to scientists as the n-body
problem. It turns out that, when there are more than two objects in the group (as in
our solar system), the problem is still to this day unsolvable. So not even
astrophysicists can work out an accurate future course of all the planets. Makes you
think, doesn't it?
Jerry Porter
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Barbara’s Birthday Greetings
As a family, we have just enjoyed a wonderful gathering for my 90th birthday at
Battisborough House, overlooking the sea to the east of Plymouth.
The sun shone, the sea was warm enough for some swimmers, and the tide spring low
for child style cricket and rounders on the beach. Meals came and went for 40 of us in
a college style dining room with benches against long wide tables, though oldies were
allowed chairs! The noise level was joyously high. With ten bedrooms, oldies benefitted
from proper beds in grander rooms, while most had bunk dormitories.
I have now returned to a shower of cards, so I would like to thank one and all for their
special greetings. I thought I would have an open day here when my conservatory is
finished, so watch this space. The foundations are in and the pathway is being laid next
week.
Meanwhile, my sincere thanks to Prestbury for the wonderful fellowship we have
enjoyed over the years. We came here in the spring of 1953- making 60 years here - so
I think we might nearly be locals.

Barbara with her birthday cake that featured
a model of ‘Bobs Bench’
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Civil Unrest at Prestbury!
No – not a row over beer prices at the local taverns, but a re-enactment of a disturbing
time in our history.
To mark the recent Heritage Days, both the Plough and the Royal Oak were visited by
a Civil War Re-enactment Society (aka The Scrumpy Wheelers – don't ask!) to recall
the turbulent times of the English Civil War in the 1600s. It was something of a shock
to emerge from the comparative safety of the bar to be confronted by a motley band of
threatening men brandishing pikes and muskets in the air accompanied by bloodcurdling shouts.
An amazing demonstration ensued – bearing in mind these pikes are up to 16 feet in
length and take some handling (as was demonstrated later by volunteers from the
crowd with more enthusiasm than skill). A phrase by a certain Lance Corporal Jones
came to mind!
These were the days before Colonel Fairfax founded the New Model Army and bands
of fighting men consisted of volunteers (?) at the command of the local squire. It
depended how well britched he was as to the level of dress and equipment. Hence
some had body armour – most did not. Rather nasty if the other lot had those pikes!
Pike drill was fascinating as was musket use. These were very laborious to load, but the
Sargeant* at Arms told me afterwards a good marksman could load, sight and get two
shots off per minute. Much hilarity was forthcoming when at the command 'Discharge'
all the pikemen shouted 'Bang'. That's health and safety for you. (Didn't work then of
course!) All the shouted commands were accompanied by drumbeats to overcome the
noise of battle.
The Sargeant explained these bands were ill-disciplined and forced to forage and live off
the land. They were ordinary working men with little or no training, not much
enthusiasm for the job in hand and desertion was rife. But here were sown the seeds
for the organisation of the Army as we have come to know it.
Right – we're off to the Royal Oak as some troublemakers have turned up there – so I'll
quarter my pike and off we go. Oh dear! It's coming on to rain – pity about the holes
in my boots!
Fr Mike French

*Old English spelling
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Community Celebration of Harvest
Our wonderful performers from St Nicolas, our extended choir, the Brownies and
members of Sunday Club joined together to present this Harvest Home. The lively and
fun presentation nonetheless contained some important messages.
All songs and sketches followed the theme of harvest and food ranging from the sublime
to the ridiculous: “Thou visitest the earth”, based on psalm 65, sings of God's provision;
“Food Glorious Food” from ‘Oliver’ reminds us of the unjust distribution of food.
Meanwhile, “Back in Canaan” from ‘Joseph’ speaks of the havoc caused by famine. The
take on “All things Bright and Beautiful” humorously deals with pests and bugs which
plague the gardener. The sketch, “The Enormous Turnip”, so tenderly cultivated by the
little old man and his little old wife celebrates how, with the help of one and all, even
the largest obstacle can be tackled and overcome. The Brownies brought swing and
sweetness with their Harvest Samba. The home grown calypso celebrated the harvest
in our local community and ended in a slightly chaotic limbo dance. Finally all the Teddy
Bears, who had been hugged by Brownies and adults alike during the entertainment,
came out to play and have their picnic to the inevitable song “The Teddy Bears Picnic”.
The interactive displays were :
Harvest of the Ocean prepared by PPY
Harvest of the earth, Harvest of the grain, Harvest of the garden - prepared by
members of the congregation
Harvest of the flock prepared by the WI
Harvest of Thanksgiving prepared by the Brownies 36th Cheltenham pack
The activities centred on the displays were varied, each one encouraging a moment of
reflection. They included sharing bread, knitting a line with or without help, making an
origami boat or a seaside bottle, climbing into a safe haven (our Sukkah) to say thank
you, leaving behind a personal reflection on patience and time to take stock of how
many items we use which come from the earth. How pleasant it was to welcome so
many from our community in addition to our ‘regulars’.
Daphne Philpot

Pictures by Gill and Brian Wood and John White
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club
Members, visitors and a number of invited guests enjoyed a really special evening on
23rd September, when we celebrated our Coral Anniversary, 35 years of friendship and
fun expressed through a mutual love of flowers. Our scheduled demonstrator was
unable to join us but managed to swap with October's demonstrator, so instead of
Margaret Walker we had Lorena Dyer come along to entertain us with "A touch of
Romance" and she certainly kept us amused with her delightful stories and gorgeous
arrangements. We rounded off the evening with a glass of “fizz” and a slice of delicious
cake.
Our last meeting of 2013 will be held on Monday, 25th November, with Cynthia
Preston Jones demonstrating “Have yourself a Merry Little Christmas”. Meetings are
held in Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane, GL52 5JF and commence at 7.30pm with the
hall open from 7.0pm. There will be refreshments, nibbles, sales table and a raffle of
prizes as well as flowers. We will also be holding the final “just for fun” competition,
the title will be “Christmas Carol” so we hope there will be plenty of entries in both the
floral and craft categories. Do come along and join us, visitors are always welcome. If
you would like any further information on club events or to view photos of past
demonstrations please have a look at our website, www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com
or contact Lindsey McGowan or Fenella Botting.
Lindsey McGowan

PEPS-NET Greetings Cards 2013
We are pleased to announce that once again we have produced a selection of Greetings
cards for the festive season. There are six cards in each pack featuring a variety of local
wintery scenes. This year our cards are available to order online through our website
at www.peps-net.co.uk or from Prestbury Post Office. All proceeds towards the
work of PEPS-NET.
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North Cheltenham Churches Football Team
Sponsored by Revolve Studios Ltd
Two defeats and one win for NCC
On 21st September, with a much weakened team, NCC was away to
Diamonds. From the outset, the hosts made some very strong challenges
down both wings. Then, on five minutes, a good ball from the home side
found an attacker who sped through the NCC defence and drilled a low
volley into the net. NCC was fortunate when Diamonds headed a free kick wide, with
only the keeper to beat. At the other end NCC replicated this twice in rapid
succession. On twenty-five minutes Diamonds created another fine run and scored
when they sent the ball between the goal-keeper and a post. In the remainder of the half
both teams missed several scoring opportunities.
In the second half NCC played with more grit and determination, but could not create
any potential scoring chances. Then, just past the hour mark, Diamonds sealed victory
with two quick goals. The first saw another speedy run and cross, followed by a shot
which went beyond the keeper, then NCC conceded a penalty to complete their
misery. In the remaining minutes NCC created a few chances, but all to no avail.
Diamonds 4 NCC 0
A week later NCC was home to Cambray, the current leaders. The visitors
started with a furious onslaught and created several fast runs down both
wings, but were denied by the home defence. Cambray continued to
dominate play and forced the NCC keeper to make a number of saves; the
one he missed was ruled out for offside! Ten minutes before half-time another great
Cambray run saw a low cross turned goalwards by a powerfully struck effort, to give
them a narrow half-time lead.
NCC started the second half much better, and created a series of attacks, which gained
success. On the hour mark a good ball enabled Ian Jones to shake off a defender and
level the scores. Minutes later he was denied in a similar move as the opposition keeper
reached the ball first. Cambray demonstrated their team’s skill when, with twenty
minutes left, a long-range cross found an unmarked attacker, who volleyed home
another well-struck shot. Although comfortably beaten in the end NCC had put on a
more determined effort. NCC 1 Cambray 2
The game scheduled for the following Saturday was postponed, and so NCC
had a couple of weeks to prepare for their cup match against Upton
Cornerstone, played on 12th October. NCC cruised to victory against this
novice side, who are hoping to enter the league. NCC had scored six by halftime, with goals from Barry Styman, Harry Wilks, Mark Broekman (2), Tom Mangan and
Tristan Undy.
Ian Jones scored immediately from the restart. Five minutes later the visitors scored
with a wonderful long range volley which sped over the keeper. No more goals were
created until the seventieth minute, when Mark Broekman completed his hat trick; then
Jon Whitlock scored and Ian Jones completed the scoring after the keeper had parried
the ball. NCC 10 Upton Cornerstone 1
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Old friends and new
Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus, and who risked their necks for my
life ... Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert in Asia for Christ... Greet Mary...
Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives who were in prison with me; they are prominent
among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was. Greet Ampliatus...Timothy, my coworker greets you; so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater... I Tertius, the writer of this letter,
greet you... Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you, Erastus, the city
treasurer and our brother Quartus, greet you.
Extracts from Romans 16. 3-23; NRSV

Like most of Paul’s letters, the closing verses of this one to the Roman church consisted
simply of greetings to various people unknown to us. I guess that most of us skip over
them quickly. But take another look before dismissing the passage altogether.
Paul had never been to Rome, and perhaps for this reason he takes care to emphasise
how many links he already has with the Christian community there, naming no less than
34 people in the complete passage. A few can be recognised: Prisca and Aquila had
been among those who welcomed Paul when he first arrived in Corinth; they too were
new to the city, recent exiles from Rome driven out by anti-Christian policy of the
emperor. They were tentmakers by trade like Paul, so he moved in with them and
joined them in their work (Acts 18. 2-3). Of others we know nothing, except that all
had at one time or another shared with Paul the insecure life of Christians in a
threatening pagan society. By the time Paul writes to the Romans, Prisca and Aquila
have moved back to Rome, and so have these other old friends, from whatever corner
of the empire Paul had met them in. Journey times then were measured in weeks and months,
not hours, and eventual safe arrival was not a certainty. Yet how much they travelled!
In our own day many people travel, and make homes far from their roots. We are
accustomed to hearing of the son or daughter in Australia or California, the efforts to
maintain contact with growing grandchildren. Even modest distances take us away from
old friends and valued neighbours when marriage or the demands of a career bring
relocation. Like Paul and his friends, we miss them, and we don’t stop caring for them.
But Paul names another set of people, the new friends and colleagues among whom he
lives and works now. One of them we know: Timothy was a young man of mixed
Jewish-Greek parentage who joined Paul on his missionary journeys and became a
trusted colleague. The books I and II Timothy are Paul’s personal letters to him. Perhaps
by adding all these other greetings, Paul hoped to show the followers of Christ in Rome how
much they were valued by the whole community of Christians throughout the empire.
When we lose everyday contact with familiar friends, it is easy to undervalue the new
people who come into our lives. More recent neighbours, work colleagues, those we
meet in leisure activities or at our local church - these are the companions God has
given us for this stage of our journey; we should make the most of them. Nothing can
take the place of family members, but still we can be enriched through contacts with
different generations as they come our way. Caring for new people does not mean we
love the others less.
Beryl Elliott
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admin@northchelt.org.uk
(01242) 244373
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Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings
may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am
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please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above)
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