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Showing Thanksgiving  

òO praise God in his holiness: praise him in the firmament of his power.  Praise him for 

his noble acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.  Praise him in the sound 

of the trumpet: praise him upon the lute and harp.  Praise him in the cymbals and 

dances: praise him upon the strings and pipe.  Praise him upon the well tuned cymbals: 

praise him upon the loud cymbals.  Let everything that hath breath: praise the Lord.ó 

At the end of the psalms in the bible, are three psalms concerned with praise and 

thanksgiving.  Above is Psalm 150, last one in the collection. God has displayed his 

ôimmeasurable excellent greatnessõ through all history. This is a cause for endless 

thanksgiving.  Another name for Harvest Festival is Harvest Thanksgiving and that is 

what we in the 21st century have been doing - thanking God for his goodness. ôLet all 

things their creator bless, and worship him in humblenessõ as the hymn based on Francis of 

Assisiõs Canticle to the Sun has it. 

How should thanksgiving be shown? The psalmist fastens on the use of instrumental 

music, orchestral music, wind instruments and he gives a ôlovely noisy listõ (Donald 

Coggan). But remember, the best part of worship is personal, not instrumental. People 

are called upon to use their lungs in praising their heavenly Lord.  While they have 

breath in their bodies, they are to ôpraise the Lordõ. 

When I was young we were accustomed, in most churches, to use the organ or piano.  

In the Methodist church I attended as a boy, the organ was situated in the centre of the 

wall behind the pulpit - so demonstrating the importance of music in worship.  As I 

skimmed through the introduction to the Methodist Hymnbook of the time I was struck 

by the opening words: òMethodism was born in songó.  Ever since then I have enjoyed 

singing hymns and now watching TVõs Songs of Praise. In Anglican churches the altar gets 

central place, of course, but the organ and its pipes plays an important part. During my 

church-going life many other instruments, including guitars, have been more and more 

used. 

ôPraising the Lordõ is not confined to cathedral or church.  All of us are called to engage 

in praise.  But how do we ôpraise the Lordõ in our busy lives?  ôArrow Prayersõ - we can 

practise the art of the upward glance and the quick under-the-breath muttering of 

ôThank you Lordõ and when we do we are adding our tiny bit to the churchõs ongoing 

òriver of praise which constantly flows before the throne of Godó (Donald Coggan).  

RG 

 

 

  
Front Cover Photograph 

òso Iõll quarter my pike and off we goó 

Photographer: Fr Michael French 
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Editorial Team Corner  

òIn music, as in life, it is really only possible to speak about our own reactions and 

perceptionsó (Barenboim 2008.) 

As we say farewell to Father Daniel, the Magazine Team wishes to thank him for his 

enthusiasm and commitment. 

òWe will miss you, Daniel, especially your know-how, marketing flair and above all, 

enabling our schools to participate in the magazine in an imaginative style.ó 

We gained insight into Danielõs reactions and perceptions to music when he gave a 

poignant closing address to a youth concert in summer 2012 in St Maryõs Church, 

highlighting how òmusic can touch every part of life and permeates the whole of who 

we areó.  

Over time, we watched Daniel and Sarah cradling Joel and singing to him, in the 

knowledge that one of the loveliest relationships is that between a baby and its parent 

as they sing to each other. The parent may think he or she is leading the song, but such 

is the complexity of their relationship that he or she is often following the lead given by 

their child. Singing creates profound connection. We see this in our NCTM choirs not 

only do they sing as a group, they socialise, work and catch colds as a group, and 

together they achieve much more than they could on their own. 

The England Cricketer, Alastair Cook, a chorister at St Paulõs Cathedral, has reflected 

on the experience as instilling in him the discipline he needed to excel at sport. He said: 

òThey were probably the hardest five years you could ever expect an 8-13 year old to 

go through.  It teaches you to be independent.  It was hard work, 24 hours a week, 

singing eight to nine in the morning at choir practice, then school, then four to six for a 

service and more practice. The concentration was the best thing about it. You couldnõt 

make a mistake. There were times I wished I wasnõt doing it, but my batting has 

probably got a lot of what went into the choir.ó 

Just as singing can connect us together both individually and as a community, singing in 

the context of faith helps to connect us to God. 

As the days grow shorter and we have more time for reading, I am delighted to be able 

to introduce you to our expanding number of contributors within these pages, many of 

whom have embraced and/or acknowledged that ôMusic teaches us, in short, that 

everything is connectedõ. 

Sources: 

Everything is Connected: The Power of Music   Daniel Barenboim (2008) 

This Is Our Story. BBC Radio4, 10th March 2013  

Jean Johnson 

Magazine Deadline Date  

Copy date for the next magazine is Saturday 9th November 2013 .  Copy should be 

sent by email to magazine@prestbury.net  

FUTURE MAGAZINE THEME  

Dec / Jan     -  Christmas  
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your Will this November 
For nearly 500 years the Church of England has encouraged people to make 
a will. Without a will, your loved ones could face a lot of distress, work and 

expense after your death.  

Will Aid is a special partnership between the legal profession and nine of the UKõs best-

loved charities including Christian Aid. Every November, local participating solicitors 

waive their fee for writing or updating a basic will. Instead, they invite clients to make a 

donation to Will Aid. The suggested donation is £90 for a single basic will, £135 for a 

pair of basic matching or mirror wills. Every year, thousands of people gain peace of 

mind by writing their Will in this way. 

To take part 

Simply visit www.willaid.org.uk or call the helpline on 0300 0300 013.  The Will Aid 

campaign takes place only in November.  Book early to avoid disappointment. 

! ¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ {ƻǿΧ 

When writing your will, your first consideration is 

likely to be family and friends. Many people also 

take the opportunity to give a helping hand to 

causes close to their heart. Leaving a gift to your 

church family in your will is a wonderful way of 

leaving a lasting legacy towards your churchõs 

future. 

If you would like to find out more about leaving a 

gift to your church in your will please request a ôA 

Time to Sowõ pack from your church or call 

Church House on 01452 835522 to have one sent 

to you by post. 

 

 

 

  



Prestbury Parish Magazine   November  2013 

- 4 - 

Farewell to Fr Daniel  

We said our ôthank yousõ and ôgoodbyesõ to Fr Daniel, Sarah and Joel during a shared 

lunch in St Maryõs on Sunday 20th October.  I reflected that quite a lot had happened in 

the five and a bit years since he came to work amongst us.  Fr Daniel came as a single 

man and leaves us with a wife and a young son!  I hardly expected when we appointed 

him that I would be asked to conduct his wedding, but it was a real privilege to do so in 

April 2009 (especially as I had suggested that they might like to ask the Bishop!)  Daniel 

also came to us before the North Cheltenham Team Ministry was formed and so has 

helped bring that into being, working alongside his other colleagues as well as with 

others involved in ministry, particularly in Prestbury. 

Reflecting on Fr Danielõs time with us, there are several areas where he has especially 

been able to use his particular gifts.  These have been in his work with the Celebrate! 

service, with Prestbury St Maryõs Junior school and in what are called ôthe occasional 

officesõ, particularly marriage and baptism.  Daniel took on the leadership of Celebrate! 

and not only has the service continued in its popularity but he has also encouraged the 

ministry of other people.  This means that as he leaves, Celebrate! is in a strong position 

to continue to flourish and it has a group of dedicated leaders who will ensure that 

happens. 

At St Maryõs Junior school, Daniel has taken a chaplaincy role, leading the school 

services most weeks, offering pastoral support to the staff and also the pupils.  He has 

regularly spent lunchtimes in the playground, building good relationships with the 

children, a contribution that has been greatly appreciated by the staff and governors. 

Fr Daniel has particularly enjoyed taking weddings and baptisms.  As he has prepared 

couples for marriage and parents for the baptism of their children, he has valued the 

opportunities to meet with people who often have had little connection with the life of 

the church.  His ministry to these couples and families has been greatly appreciated. 

Fr Daniel is a good example of someone who takes his Christian faith very seriously and 

who ensures that his values and opinions are both well informed and firmly held.  The 

confidence he has in his faith has enabled him to interact especially well with those who 

are more on the fringe of the Church. 

On the 20th October we wished Fr Daniel well as we thanked him for his ministry 

amongst us and we asked Godõs blessing on him, on Sarah and on Joel as they move to 

their new home.  We will continue to hold them all in our prayers and we will pray 

especially for Fr Daniel as he discerns Godõs will for the next stage of his ministry. 
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What happens next?  

The Churchwardens from the five churches of the North Cheltenham Team Ministry 

have met with the Archdeacon of Cheltenham to discuss the future ministry across 

North Cheltenham.  Although Fr Daniel will not immediately be replaced, the 

Archdeacon has instigated a review process which will be carried out by a small group 

which will include the Area Dean of Cheltenham, Fr Michael and other representatives 

from the Team Ministry and the Deanery.  This group has been asked to report back in 

January. 

In the meantime the number of full-time clergy in the North Cheltenham Team Ministry 

will reduce to three (Fr Michael, Fr Stephen and Revd Liz Palin).  Responsibility for each 

of the five churches in the Team will be taken by one of our three full-time priests (the 

ôlead priestõ).  This person will have overall responsibility for pastoral matters and will 

be the first point of contact.  They will also be responsible for worship at all of the 

services, liaising with relevant committees and working with Churchwardens and other 

local ministers who are connected with that church. 

St Maryõs Prestbury & St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 

Fr Michael Cozens is the ôlead priestõ 

All Saints Pittville & St Nicolas Prestbury  

Fr Stephen Eldridge is the ôlead priestõ 

St Lawrence Swindon Village & Cheltenham St Peter  

Revd Liz Palin is the ôlead priestõ 

The ôlead priestõ will not be able to be present for every service that takes place and we 

will continue to rely very much on the help of our retired clergy and lay ministers who 

will take services for us and bring a continuity of ministry to the local church.  In 

addition to the ministry of the retired clergy, we are especially grateful for the ministry 

of Deacon Jennifer, and of our Readers; Linda Biggs, Neil and Sarah Jones and Ralph 

Griffin.  

Fr Michael 
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Thank you and farewell  

I can hardly believe it has been nearly six years since I came to live in Prestbury, first as 

Assistant Priest in the òPrestbury and All Saints Team Ministryó (remember that?) and 

then, from September 2008, as Team Vicar for North Cheltenham.  It has been a hugely 

varied experience with some real highs and lows, rewards and challenges.  Thank you so 

much for the lovely send-off that you organised for us and for your generous and 

thoughtful gifts. We go without a very clear idea about what the future will hold, but 

trusting that God is moving us and aware that the Bible is full of people who had similar 

experiences (Abraham, Elijah, Hannah, Ruth, Jeremiah, Daniel, Mary, Peter et al, Paul.... 

good company!).  May you also continue to journey in him and find his joy, peace and 

justice among you and within you now and in the world to come. 

Daniel, Sarah and Joel 
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Have you got room for the Holy Family this Adv ent? 

 

 

St Mary's and St Nicolas churches both have a set of figures as seen in the photo above.  

We call them 'the Holy Family' and during Advent they will be travelling the length and 

breadth of Prestbury.  The scheme started some time ago, when Fr Stephen Gregory 

was Vicar of St Mary's.  He encouraged the handover of the Holy Family from the host 

family to the next recipient to be an occasion, celebrated with a cup of tea or a glass of 

wine, and for the children to draw and photograph Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. 

If you have room in your home and would like to look after the Holy Family for one or 

two nights until it takes up its place in the church on Christmas Day, then please look 

out for the sign-up sheet in church.  Alternatively, Ruth Rudge will be available in 

St Mary's for you to speak to, either at Celebrate! at 9.30am, or at the 11:00am service.  

Similarly, Linda Biggs will be available for you to speak to at the 9.30am service at 

St Nicolas. 

Ruth Rudge  

Congratulations to Gwen & Alister  ! 

Prestbury URC is celebrating the 90th birthdays of two of our long-standing members ð 

Alister Bathgate and Gwen Hewinson.  Gwen, who was born in Prestbury, has been 

associated with the church for her entire life and has served as an Elder and now as 

Flower Steward.  Alister, who came from Cupar in Fife in 1997 to be near his family, 

was an Elder in the Church of Scotland and has since been our Church Secretary and is 

still a serving Elder. Congratulations & thanks to you both !  
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Out to Africa with a Cardboard Box  (Part 1)  

This particular journey started 36 years ago 

although my dream to work in Africa is older 

than that. In 1977, my then fiancé, David, 

spent a three-month medical elective 

placement in Thailand with surgeon and 

missionary Dr Ken Webb, living with Ken and 

Carol and their two small children, Rachel 

and Jonathon.  What experiences he had - but 

that's another story. 

Years passed.  All our efforts to work in 

Uganda, Zimbabwe, India at different times, 

always thwarted.  Why?  On one occasion, 

south London was not quite where we had in 

mind, but working at St Christopher's 

Hospice was certainly challenging.  My dream 

went into hibernation. 

Life became hectic with four energetic 

children, part-time work as a children's 

physio, and wife to a conscientious GP who 

also worked at the Sue Ryder Hospice. 

Some 15 years later David was surprised to see Ken and Carol at the Hospice. He had 

in fact been looking after Carol's father.  In 2008, great joy as Father Stephen and Vicky 

Gregory's daughter Anna was to marry a boy who had been born in Thailand to 

missionary parents, so David saw Jonathon again 30 years on at their wonderful 

wedding. 

We visited Ken and Carol (now retired) the following year at a family wedding in 

Scotland on the day their village traditionally beat the bounds on horseback. As we 

watched, we bumped into local friends of theirs, Archie and Peter Hinchcliffe who had 

spent their working lives in Africa, Archie as a children's physio. and diplomat's wife. We 

talked, how we talked.  On retirement Archie had set up a charity, Cerebral Palsy Africa 

(www.cerebralpalsyafrica.org), the seed was sown! 

Four years later it germinated with a phone call, she did remember me, yes the charity 

was still active. My first step - to meet her friend Jean Westmacott in Hampshire to 

learn how to make cardboard furniture!  Really? Oh well, let's give it a go. 

What you can do with a cardboard box, a cereal packet, newspaper, a pair of old tights 

and flour and water paste is limitless and extraordinary, and called Appropriate Paper-

based Technology (APT www.paperfurnitureenterprise.com) . 

Jean and her family stayed with us during Greenbelt where we had a CPA stand and I 

got numerous chances to say ôhereõs one I made earlierõ pointing proudly to my chair 

for a child with cerebral palsy. 

Diane Lyle  

http://www.cerebralpalsyafrica.org/
http://www.paperfurnitureenterprise./
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Saint Cecilia ð Patron Saint of Music 

Saint Cecilia is said to have heard heavenly music inside her heart when she was forced 

to marry the pagan, Valerian. A wealth of music, art and festivals in honour of St Cecilia 

has grown from this little bit of information from her biography. She is the acclaimed 

patron saint of music, especially church music, as well as that of musicians, composers, 

instrument makers and poets. The name Cecilia means blind and so, although we don't 

know if she herself couldn't see, she is also the Catholic patron saint of the blind. 

It is believed that St Cecilia was born in the 2nd or 3rd century AD, although the dates 

of her birth and martyrdom are unknown. She is purported to have been the daughter 

of a wealthy Roman family, a Christian from birth, who was promised in marriage to a 

pagan named Valerian. Cecilia, however, had vowed her virginity to God, and wore 

sackcloth, fasted and prayed in the hope of keeping this promise. Saint Cecilia disclosed 

her wishes to her husband on their wedding night. She told Valerian that an angel 

watched over her to guard her purity.  He wanted to see the angel, so St Cecilia sent 

him to Pope Urban (223-230).  Accounts of how and when Valerian saw the angel vary, 

but one states that he was baptized by the Pope, and, upon his return to Saint Cecilia, 

they were both given heavenly crowns by an angel.  Another version recounts that 

Tibertius, Valerian's brother, sees the crowns and he too is converted. 

The two brothers then made it their mission to bury Christian martyrs put to death by 

the Prefect of the city. In turn, they were brought in front of the Prefect and sentenced 

to death by the sword. Cecilia, in the meantime, continued to make many conversions, 

and prepared to have her home preserved as a church at her death. 

Finally, she too was arrested and brought before the Prefect. He ruled that she should 

die by suffocation in the baths. She remained there for a day and a night but was still 

alive when the soldiers opened the doors and was eventually killed by beheading. There 

exists in Rome a church in St Cecilia's honour that dates from about the fifth century. 

Her relics were believed to have been found by Pope Paschal I in 821 A.D., in the 

cemetery of St Celestas. These remains were exhumed in 1599, when Cardinal Paul 

Emilius Sfondrati rebuilt the church of St Cecilia, and were said to be incorrupt. 

 

Saint Ceciliaõs Legacy 

St Cecilia's following flourished during the Middle Ages in Europe. Songs were sung in 

her name, poetry was written, paintings with St Cecilia as the subject were created, and 

her feast day, on November 22, was happily celebrated. Chaucer commemorates her in 

his Second Nun's Tale. 

The Saint Cecilia medal typically features her at the organ,  sometimes with angelic 

hosts gathered around her.  Cecilia is frequently depicted playing a viola, a small organ, 

or other musical instrument, evidently to express what was often attributed to her, that 

while the musicians played at her nuptials she sang in her heart to God. St Cecilia 

societies still flourish around the world, often sponsoring musical events and contests. 

The first record of a music festival in her honour was held at Évreux in Normandy in 

1570. There is a beautiful St Cecilia Cathedral in Omaha, Nebraska, the diocese of 

which claims her as their patron saint. Prayers to her ask God's blessings on musicians 




