
 

 
Inside: 

Children's Corner 

Immortalised in Stained Glass... part 1 

Confirmation at St Mary’s  

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Part 11 

 

July 2014 

 



 

 

   

Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk (01242) 244373   

St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 
The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am 

in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury,  GL50 4PA 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 

the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933 

continued inside back cover 



Prestbury Parish Magazine  July 2014 

 

~ 1 ~ 

 

Through a glass darkly 

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; 

then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.”     1 Corinthians13:12 

Summer sunshine gives us an opportunity to visit country churches, warmer than in the 

winter months and, with the stronger daylight, offering a better viewing of our stained glass 

windows.  

These coloured icons add beauty and interest to our churches, depicting Biblical narratives 

and saintly souls. John the Baptist, Christ in the Temple and the Good Samaritan, rub 

shoulders with notable Christians of later generations, in glass-paned picture books that 

first provided instruction for the way of faith, in an age when many could neither read nor 

write  

They shine out in reds and blues, greens and gold, illuminated by the daytime sunlight, and 

by candlelight or electricity when night falls. The varied colours tell their story: blue for 

faith and white for purity; green for hope and purple for kingship; red for the martyrs’ 

blood. 

As we gaze, the lessons of Scripture are inscribed upon our memories. We revere the 

Saints for their example of courage in the face of persecution, their faithfulness in times of 

temptation. Such is their charisma, we might forget that even Saints begin their lives as 

helpless babes, equally vulnerable and with the same need for love and nurture as you or I. 

Some of them seem almost to have attained saintly status despite, rather than because of, 

their worldly achievements. Think of Mary Magdalene, St Peter and St Paul: one a fallen 

woman, one who denied Christ, and yet another a persecutor of Christians. 

But it wasn’t human accomplishment that immortalised the Saints in glass, but their 

response of faith, unconditionally given, and mirroring the unreserved love God showed in 

meeting them where they were.  In the same way, he reveals himself to us, no strings 

attached, to awaken in us that same unconditional self-offering as when he sent his Son to 

die for us, so that we could live for him.  

God’s revelation of himself will never be fully understood this side of eternity, for like our 

vision through stained-glass, our understanding is incomplete. But in our stained-glass 

windows, we are given the pattern of the Saints and the teaching of the Scriptures, to 

encourage us to continue our pilgrimage, steadfast in faith, firm in hope and generous in 

love, until we arrive in the heavenly kingdom, where God will no longer be revealed 

“through a glass darkly, but face to face.”  

Deacon Jennifer 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  

Cover Photo 

Jenner window at Berkeley    Photo by Edward Wyatt 
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Editorial Team Corner 

Earlier this month I visited the new Birmingham Library with the aim of extending my 

reading and knowledge about stained glass windows in our churches, having been initially 

tutored and inspired by Edward Wyatt on the subject. What I learnt, from the extensive 

material in the library, is that Gloucestershire, with Gloucester Cathedral, Tewkesbury, 

Fairford, Bledington, Buckland and Cirencester, rates as one of the best counties for seeing 

medieval stained glass.  Within these pages you will not only find references to medieval 

glass but also rich examples from the 14th and 15th  centuries together with good work 

from  the 19th and  20th centuries, notably Tom Denny and John Piper. I am pleased to 

introduce you to Jean Rae, whom I have known for some 20 years, and who has given us 

permission to publish her article, originally published in the St. Barnabas, Emmer Green 

(Part of the Caversham Group Ministry) Magazine, on stained glass, outside of 

Gloucestershire!  

Deacon Jennifer (page 1) and Edward (pages18&23) encourage us to visit country churches 

during the summer, as the stronger daylight provides better viewing of our stained glass 

windows. Furthermore, Edward provides details of possible itineraries, taking in not only 

windows but Berkeley Castle and Slimbridge, Peter Scott’s Wildfowl and Wetlands centre. 

I would like to thank all of you who have been diligently collecting Parish magazines on your 

travels, for the benefit of our team. We can learn so much from them, they keep us on our 

toes with fresh ideas, and I thoroughly enjoy reading the articles.  You will appreciate, of 

course, that we will not be making changes to the Magazine until the new Team Rector is in 

situ and attending our quarterly meetings, or other arrangements are officially agreed. 

The July issue is the third consecutive month that Suzy Baldwin has produced the Children’s 

Corner. Parents are encouraged to read her themed story with their children, enjoy a 

word search, and enter a colouring competition, with good prizes for the winners.   There 

is also the opportunity this month to learn how to make a stained glass window. Suzy’s 

innovative style and enthusiasm reflects much of what I saw at the Birmingham Library. 

Children with parents enjoying activities, reading and playing together, and having fun. 

Hannah Bennett, our Youth Development Worker, is considering  taking a group to the 

Birmingham Library; she is also  planning to support Suzy with her individualised monthly 

Children’s Corner,  as  the activities are available and appropriate,  up to the age  of 10.  

Launching and sustaining a new initiative requires support from across the Parish. Please can 

I ask everyone to think about how they can spread the news of the Children’s Corner? One 

of its aims is to provide families with the opportunity of having time and growing in faith 

together. There are also possibilities to link with Suzy and Hannah in support of their work 

at St Mary’s Schools and Celebrate (email Suzy at  suzy.baldwin@prestbury.net and Hannah 

at  youth@ppy.org.uk) 

Jean Johnson 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Magazine Deadline:  Saturday 12th July 

Future Themes:   Aug/Sep – World War 1 

    October -  Birds 
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Look on glass and stay the eye 

Some years ago, when we lived in Yorkshire, I heard a talk on stained glass in York Minster 

from the Superintendent of York Glaziers Trust.  He was a world expert and held the 

audience captive with his knowledge.  Subsequent visits to the Minster became more 

meaningful as I continued to admire not only the famous Rose Window but also the 

minutiae of detail contained in other windows, all of which contribute to the magnificence 

and splendour of that hallowed place of worship.  

Radley church, not far from Oxford, was built in about 1290.  The windows contain Royal 

heraldic stained glass from the 15th century and from the Tudor period.  Our visit took 

place on a cold but bright day and the sun shining through the windows highlighted an 

exquisite example of craftsmanship. 

By contrast, although the church in Iffley dates 

back many years, it contains some more modern 

stained glass windows, one of which was 

designed by John Piper.  The idea was taken from 

an Elizabethan wall painting in Shulbrede Priory in 

Sussex.  Latin words, which are put into the 

mouths of the birds and animals, resemble the 

noises they make.  Underneath is a line from 

Christopher Smart: “Let man and beast appear 

before him and magnify his name together”. 

The windows has a dual motif.  The birds and the 

lamb proclaim the birth of Christ, and are 

grouped around the Tree of Life.  In medieval 

times it was thought that on the night of Christ's 

Nativity, birds and animals gained the power of 

speech.  The window has an immediate appeal 

through the passionate intensity of its colours, 

the slight touch of humour and the joy it 

expresses in the natural world.  

Whether vintage or modern, stained glass 

windows have been described as sermons, which 

reach the heart through the eyes instead of the 

ears. 

Jean Rae 
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The Journeys of Confirmation 

Confirmation, for all involved, is an important part of a lifelong spiritual journey and marks, 

for me at least, a turning point in that journey. Although I can’t represent the views of my 

entire group due to the personal nature of religion, I hope to tell you of my confirmation 

journey and give you an idea of what it involves. In addition, for those of you reading this 

who are confirmed, I hope to perhaps help you reminisce about your own confirmation. 

I have held a faith for as long as I can remember, 

and from the beginning of my spiritual life 

(starting with my Baptism) up to my 

confirmation I have seen the aim of my journey 

as to become closer to God. Indeed, the 

confirmation classes that I attended with 

Shelagh, Bridget, Thomas, Clare and Alexia 

were all about strengthening our understanding 

of Christianity, God and the faith that we share 

– all of which, for me at least, were preparation 

for the end of the ‘become closer to God’ stage 

of my journey. The end of this stage is marked 

by the Confirmation service, in my group’s case 

on the 18th May 2014 at St Mary’s Church. 

In the traditional Christian journey, Communion was not taken until one was confirmed, 

however this is starting to fall out of practice as proliferating numbers of young church-

goers are being offered Communion before they are confirmed. I was one of these children. 

Despite this, I decided to abstain from Communion in the months leading up to my 

Confirmation (an excellent idea suggested by Father Michael) as it made the occasion more 

special to me – it made my Confirmation mark the time where I can truly take the Body 

and Blood of Christ, and it made me feel that I had become closer to God than ever. 

The second stage in my spiritual journey, which starts after the 

Confirmation, is all about what God is asking me to do for him in 

his Kingdom (this is particularly appropriate as one of our 

confirmation classes was on how God “calls” us to him). I am still 

new to this stage, having only one exam-packed week since my 

Confirmation to reflect on it, but I hope that I will soon 

understand what my calling is and what I can do to build on 

God’s work. As we say at Church every Sunday, I must “go in 

peace to love and serve the Lord” - but how? 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the North Cheltenham Team Ministry, especially 

Deacon Jennifer and Revd Liz, for guiding me through my Confirmation and making me feel 

so welcome throughout my time of attending St Mary’s Church, and I would implore 

anyone with the slightest faith to give one of the Sunday services a try. 

“For the LORD your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget the 

covenant with your ancestors, which he confirmed to them by oath.” 

John Hawke  
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Why did I get confirmed? 

I have always believed in God. In my early years, it was natural to believe because I was 

born into a family that believed. As I became a teenager, however, it was more of a 

conscious decision, because that was the first time that I realised that one of my friends 

didn’t believe in God. Faced with the clear choice as to whether to continue to believe or 

not, I chose to continue. That said, I didn’t feel the need to get confirmed – no-one else in 

my immediate family had been confirmed and we didn’t think that God would love us any 

less as a result. 

So why did I get confirmed recently? Many years have gone by since I was a teenager - 

that’s no secret!  These days, I think of people very dear to me (past and present), my 

home, my job, my friends, readings at church and the meaning behind the words, of the 

world we live in... Indeed, I think of all of the things that go together to make up the mosaic 

of life that I have been able to experience and feel so very grateful to be alive and to have 

had such wonderful chances.  Life truly is all around, seen and unseen, at times pushing me 

on to sample more, even as I sometimes ponder why. It is in the context of all of this 

wonder that I decided to get confirmed because it felt the right thing to do.  I wanted to 

confirm, as an adult, the promises made for me during my baptism when I was just a few 

months old.  I don’t believe that God will love me more by this action alone, however I do 

believe that I’m on a journey through life with God quietly watching over me.  Getting 

confirmed is part of that journey. 

Shelagh Holder 

 

 

 

Shelagh (right) with sponsor Verina Morgan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Bakestall 
The July Bakestall on Sunday 20th will be in aid of ‘Children in Distress’. Members of both 

the the A-F and G-M teams are invited to contribute, to compensate for the stall we missed 

in June when we were otherwise engaged with Fr Michael’s farewell party. Everyone can 

take a break in August when we have no bakestall. 

Margaret and Linda 

  



July 2014  Prestbury Parish Magazine 

 

~ 6 ~ 

 

Stained Glass at Elmstone Hardwicke Church 

 

 

The window 

The legend starts at the top of the right hand light, where fashionably dressed ladies of the 

Court of Pepin d’Herstal are attended by Hubert.  Below a group of Hunt followers gather 

for a draw, but are amazed to see the groom holding his master’s horses while Hubert 

throws aside his bow and enters a clearing.  There at the bottom or the left hand light, he 

kneels in awe at the Vision of The Crucified Christ, poised between the antlers of a silver-

white stag. 

Above is a scene depicting Hubert’s period of conversion and study in the forest.  The rays 

of Divine Light fall upon the Holy Bible as wild animals and birds gather around his hermit’s 

cell. 

In the tracery light, Hubert is shown as Bishop of Liege making the Sign of Peace.  This 

bears a similarity to the Saint Eustace Window in Chartres Cathedral.  

The Broken border shows heraldic hounds and the roses of England.  The predellas show 

The Moat House at Uckington, which was formerly a monastery to the Church of Saint 

Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke with Uckington, and in the See of Deerhurst in 

Gloucestershire.  It is surrounded by Everlasting Peas, a favourite wild flower of the late 

Gershom Wood.  To the left are Moorhens from the Moat, his favourite wild bird, and 
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there are foxes, horses and ponies, all beloved by 

him and therefore included in the window given by 

his widow and children. 

The above text comes from a leaflet made by Gerhom’s third 

wife Jane, writing about the window given in memory of Gershom 

S. Wood and designed and made by Edward R Payne 

 
Edward Raymond Payne, Stained Glass Artist, 1906 - 1991 
Edward Raymond Payne, the renowned stained glass artist, spent 

most of his working life in Box .Gloucestershire.  
 www.box-village.com/publications-new-2/edward-payne 
 

 

When coming to write this article I only considered 

the above window, but further reflection, made me 

realise there is a lot more stained glass in St Mary 

Magdalene church than this window.  All around 

the other windows there is the green edging which 

is a trademark of John Middleton when he restored 

the church in 1886.  

It is to be found around the window above the high 

altar behind the reredos where fragments of earlier 

glass have been saved. 

              

David Williams 

 

Corrigendum and Addendum 

In the April/May issue where I wrote about the Grave Story of Elmstone I wrongly 

attributed the work of recording the graves to the Gloucestershire Archaeological Society 

where as it was Gloucester Family History Society that did the work. Since then looking 

through papers in the safe I find we have the relics of the Arch Priest Byterd 

Constantinopolis of Bethlehem and Jerusalem in a secret place in the Altar. I could not find 

the hiding place myself.                                                                                David Williams  
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Praising God in church windows 

“ In him (Jesus Christ) was light and the light was the light of men. The light shines in the 

darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” 

Throughout the ages people have built their churches to the glory of God. The building is 

designed to let light into the interior. It seems that the first church at Swindon village 

consisted of our hexagonal tower with a wooden nave attached. Windows were a problem 

for very early church builders. Any holes in walls weakened them and although shutters 

were installed, the gaps in the wall let in the weather. 

The earliest surviving stained glass windows are from the twelfth century. In those days 

large sheets of glass were not strong enough to stand rough weather so windows were 

strengthened by a metal framework. Thus the art of stained glass windows in churches was 

developed.   Many of the later medieval windows were donor windows to commemorate 

the generosity of those who gave them.  

The greatest of all commemorative windows is the magnificent fourteenth east window of 

Gloucester Cathedral. In the lower lights are the shields of the Gloucester knights who 

fought at the battle of Crecy in 1346. St Lawrence church has only a small piece of old 

decorative glass in a small window near the altar. There are several stained glass windows 

given by people in memory of family who have died. In the church there is a window 

complete with symbols like palm branches and a grid iron depicting a young looking St 

Lawrence. Over the altar is a striking group of windows showing Christ in glory. 

Our churches would be poorer if it were not for our stained glass windows. These 

windows now supplement the fading but fascinating medieval wall paintings.  

Ralph Griffin 

Contrasting Effects 

Below are some photos from The Meeting House, on the campus at the University of 

Sussex, near Brighton in which our daughter's wedding took place in March. 

It was designed by Sir Basil Spence, completed in 1966, as an inter-denominational chapel, 

built of red brick and concrete, with multi-coloured glass between them. From the outside, 

it can appear rather like a grain silo, but once inside....you get the WOW factor, with the 

light streaming through the different coloured glass panels.   Quite a contrast to the 

windows of St. Mary's! 

Janet Ford 
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Prestbury Mothers’ Union 

Prayer & Action worldwide 

In July we shall be praying for MU members in Malawi, Zambia, Australia and Grenada, 

St Lucia, and St Vincent in the West Indies. 

In Malawi they are learning to work together with other churches and faiths and community 

leaders, both men and women.  Mothers’ Union Malawi has introduced a savings and credit 

project in all dioceses which has helped many women to support their families. It has also 

helped them to share what they have, to share their problems and to encourage one 

another. One member said; 

“I have learned forgiveness; when things go wrong we forgive each other and this brings us 

closer to God.” 

This information comes from the Mothers’ Union resource ‘Families Worldwide’ which goes 

to all members. If you would like to read more about the MU round the world please ask 

me for a copy; I have some spares. 

Action At Home 

One of the ways in which members of the MU in Gloucester Diocese help those whose 

lives have met with adversity is through the ‘Teddies’ project. 

Members (and their friends!) are knitting small teddies to help children who are struggling 

with trauma or tragedy. The teddies are being given to hospitals, the police force and the 

fire service for them to pass on to a child in order to help take their mind off the traumatic 

situation being faced. 

If you would like to knit a teddy for this project, please ask me for a pattern. 

Fundraising: We contribute to the work of the Mothers’ Union by raising funds and we 

are grateful to Ann Parrack for offering to hold a coffee morning in her garden at 

Shaw Green Lane on 23rd July from 10.30 - 12.00  

Do come and join us! 

Dates: 

July 22nd at  7.30  MU meeting @ St Nicolas.  Speaker: Rev Liz Palin 

July 23rd at 1030  Fund raising coffee morning – cakes strawberries & cream etc 

    @ Shaw Green Lane. All welcome! 
August:    No meeting 

 

Gill Cartwright (Branch Leader) 
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St Mary’s C of E Infant School, Prestbury, GL52 5JB 

Tel: 01242 244054 

VACANCY 

Lunchtime Supervisor 

If you like team-work and are looking for a small part-time job or if you are 
recently retired and still feel ‘young at heart’ then this may be the job for you! 

Lunchtime Supervisors are responsible for the supervision, safety and welfare 
of the children in the dining hall and during outdoor play (or inside during wet 

weather). Duties also include setting up and clearing away of dining tables and 
chairs.  This is a permanent position, term-time only for one hour and 5 minutes 
per day, Monday – Friday from 11.55.a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 

Details of salary, an application form and job description are available to 
download from the school website   www.stmarysceinf-prestbury.co.uk .  Please 
contact Mrs Lisa Collins at the school for more information. 

This position is subject to an enhanced DBS check 

St Mary’s Infant and Junior Schools’ PTFAs Present 

HAPPY’S CIRCUS 
The First and Best Circus for Schools 

Fun for all the Family! 

Friday 11th July 
5.30 pm 

(Gates open 4pm) 
 

St Mary’s School Field, Bouncers Lane, Prestbury 
 

Contact Izzy Budd for tickets on 07799 650344 

Family of 4 £30, single tickets £8.50, Lap seats £4. Only 30 family tickets left! 
Crazy Clowns – Magical Illusions – Daring Aerialists  

Speciality Acts – International Artistes 
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Forthcoming Events 

The Friends of St Mary’s, Prestbury 

The Friends of St Mary’s will be holding a BBQ ON THE BURGAGE on Sunday 13th July at 

12:30pm to which everyone is welcome. The event will be on the Scout field. 

The barbecue meat is being supplied and cooked by Waghorne’s, the local village butcher; 

there will also be a variety of salads available.  Live music will be provided throughout the 

afternoon by local duo Eleanor Fagan and Anthony Vukic. A cash bar will be available 

serving drinks. 

Admission is by ticket only in advance. Tickets cost £10 for adults and £5 for under 12’s 

and are available from Jim Mackie, Phil Dodd  

 

Reading Group  

The next meeting of the Reading Group will take place at 7.30pm on Wednesday 27th 

August, at Prestbury URC.  The book we will be discussing will be 'The Rosie Project'. A 

handsome thirty-nine year old geneticist has never progressed to a second date. He devises 

The Wife Project, a scientific test to find the perfect partner. However, nothing goes to his 

plan as he attempts to reconcile his head and his heart. 

Please contact Mary Cummings to find out more information about the Group. 

 

URC Coffee Mornings & Autumn Bric-a-Brac    

Please join us for our monthly Saturday coffee mornings on 5th July and 2nd August from 

10.30–12.00.  Raffle, books and cake stall.  Not to mention the legendary toasted teacakes!  

In September, as well as the Coffee Morning on 6th September, we will be holding our 

Autumn Bric-a-Brac sale.  Good quality donations very welcome – please contact Fiona  

 

Visit of the Moderator of the West Midlands Synod to 

Prestbury URC  

We are very pleased to welcome the Moderator, the Revd Roy Lowes to Prestbury to take our 

service on 27th July.  All are most welcome to join us at this Communion Service (starting at 

10.30) and then afterwards for coffee where there will be a chance to meet Roy informally. 

 

Future Fundraising Event – for Rachel’s Jamboree funds 

Please save the date as we will be holding a family Barn dance 'Barn on the Burgage' on 

Saturday 20th September. BBQ and pork baps available. 

Linda Jackson, Group Scout leader  
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Picnic  

Informal Worship 

Games & Activities 
Sunday 6 July -  Worship starts at 10.00am 

St Mary’s Infant School 
The worship will take place inside the school if it rains  

Please bring your own picnic food & drinks 

We plan to finish the whole event by 1pm 

Everyone welcome 

All ages – Children & Adults 
Under 11s must be accompanied by an adult 

More info: Louise Evans  

 
01242 244373 (Church Team Office) 

 

   
  

http://www.cofe.anglican.org/
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Fr Michael’s Licensing in 

Dursley 

Fr Michael will be licensed to his new 

role by the Bishop of Gloucester in 

the Parish Church of 

St James the Great, Dursley on 

Wednesday 9th July at 7.30pm. All are 

very welcome. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musica Vera Summer Concert 

Date Saturday 12 July 2014  Time 7.30 pm 

Location St Peter's Church, Leckhampton, Cheltenham. 

Cost £12.00 to include refreshments. Free admission to children under 16. 

Contact number 01242 517258 

Other information  

Concert by Musica Vera, conducted by David Dewar and accompanied by Musica Vera 

Camerata, with Soprano Soloist Kate Bennett. 

The programme includes Handel's Four Coronation Anthems, Monteverdi's Beatus Vir and 

Purcell's Rejoice in the Lord Alway. 

Concert in support of Sue Ryder, Leckhampton Court Hospice. This is a Cheltenham Music 

Festival Plus event.    http://www.freewebs.com/musicavera 

Angela Walker, Secretary, Musica Vera 
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July Calendar  

 3  Thu  Thomas the Apostle 

 6  Sun TRINITY 3 

 11  Fri Benedict, abbot 

 13  SUN TRINITY 4 

 14  Mon John Keble 

 15  Tue Swithun 

 19  Sat Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa 

 20  SUN TRINITY 5 

 22  Tue Mary Magdalene 

 25  Fri James, Apostle 

 27  SUN TRINITY 6 

 29  Tue Mary, Martha and Lazarus, companions of the Lord 

 30  Wed William Wilberforce, social reformer 

August Calendar 

 3 SUN TRINITY 7 

 

July Diary 

 1  Tues  1930 Wedding rehearsal St Mary’s 

 2 Wed 1900 Junior School Governing Body Junior school 

 4 Fri 1530 Wedding St Mary’s 

 5 Sat 1330 Wedding St Mary’s 

   1900 Food for thought St Nicolas 

 7 Mon 1400 U3A visit St Mary’s 

 9 Wed 1930 Fr Michael’s Licensing Dursley 

 16 Wed  1400 Fabric committee St Mary’s 

   1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicloas 

 17 Thu  1015 Infant School Leavers service Infant school 

 18 Fri 1415 Junior School Leavers service Junior school 

 21 Mon 1930 LMT St Nicolas 

 22 Tue  1930 MU St Nicolas 
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Immortalised in Stained Glass (Part 1) 

At the beginning of the year I gave a talk to the Prestbury branch of the Mothers’ Union; 

the topic was church windows. This article, the first of two, is a follow-up to that talk, but it 

is concerned only with dignitaries who, being famed in the county, are now framed, that is 

immortalised, in stained glass windows. There is no special order to the people mentioned 

and I do not claim to know all of the famous connected with the county and recognised 

with a stained glass window in a Gloucestershire church, so if any reader can fill in the gaps, 

and there may be many, then we would all be delighted! 

My first example can be seen at St Mary’s Church, Berkeley, in the large Perpendicular east 

window dedicated to Dr Edward Jenner, 1740-1823 (see front cover). Early in his life, local 

born Jenner published his fascinating findings on the life of young cuckoos, but most people 

know him through his connections with the smallpox vaccine. His father was the vicar of 

Berkeley, and Jenner lies interred, with other members of his family, just below this east 

window. Its stained-glass was made in 1873 by John Hardman; the main panels represent 

some of our Lord’s miracles of healing; for example; the curing of the centurion’s servant 

(Luke 72-10), the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Luke 841-56) and the three miracles shown here; 

the naked man being freed of evil spirits, (Luke 826-39) Jesus healing the epileptic boy, (Luke 

937-43) and Jesus restoring the sight of a blind man (Luke 1835-43) (see below right). Consider 

how the artist has arranged the characters, for example the top of the boat’s masts are just 

visible and the blind man is holding a stick. An essential ingredient in any study of windows 

involves viewing a magnified image through binoculars or an enlarged photograph. To 

continue with this theme of medicine and healing I have enclosed references to the miracles 

only from Luke, the good physician. It may be taxing to recognise all of the scenes depicted 

in this window, as well as the devices symbolic of medicine and healing shown in the smaller 

panels of the upper section. In addition to the Jenner window this large church contains 

many fascinating features, and the churchyard contains some exciting examples of chest-

tombs, and has a detached tower, some distance from the castle.  

(Continues on page 23) 

  

Edward II in Tredington Church East window at Berkeley 
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The Children’s Corner 
The theme of Children’s Corner this issue is Light! 

 

A Miracle on the Mountain 

 

 

Parents : The following story tells children about the Transfiguration. Try reading it to your children 

and asking them how the disciples felt when the saw Jesus transformed by light. The story can be 

used to explain to your child, that God wants them to listen to Him.  

Jesus took Peter, James, and John up onto a mountain to be alone. On the 

mountain these disciples saw an amazing event. As they watched, Jesus 

‘transfigured’  - this means that He changed appearance. His face shone like the 

sun and his clothes became as white as the light. This was like nothing Peter, 

James and John had ever seen before!  

Although they had been dead for a long time, Moses and Elijah, two of the 

greatest Jews ever to live, appeared with Jesus, and the three of them spoke 

together. Finally, they were wrapped in cloud and a voice came from the cloud, 

saying, “This is my Son . . . listen to Him.” The Transfiguration was a miracle and 

showed the disciples what God thought of Jesus.   

You can also read about this story in Mark 9:2-13 and Luke 9:28-36. 
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Word Search Time!  

How many words relating to stained glass, 

light and windows can you find?  

 

Stained  Panes 

Shining  Colours 

Glass  Tinted 

Leaded   Window 

Light   Bright 

 

 

 

 

Craft Activity: Make a stained glass window hanging 

 

 

What do you need? 

 Card 

 Coloured sweet wrappers (see-through) 

 Coloured tissue 

 Glue 

 Scissors 

 String 

 A grown-up to help  
 

 

*You may need a grown up to help you with the scissors …..! 

First cut out a shape in card to make the frame for your hanging. It doesn’t need to be the 

shape we used here; you can use a circle, a star or a rectangle.  

Fold the shape in half lengthways and cut out the inside of the shape.  

Then use your glue to stick tissue or sweet wrappers to the back of the frame, overlapping 

each other and gradually filling the gap in the centre of your frame.  

When you have finished, let it dry, then tape or glue a loop of string to the top of your 

decoration. You can hang it in a window to let the light shine through it.  
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Competition Winners!  

The winner of our John the Baptist colouring competition was Jacob Bogle, aged 4. The 

judges felt that he made good use of colours.   Here is his picture:  

 

Jacob has won a special book, to be presented at Celebrate!  Well done Jacob!!! 

 

 

Enter our colouring COMPETITION and win a book! 

Colour in the picture below and hand it to one of the Celebrate! team on or before 13th 

July, or pop it through the door at Maidenham, Mill St, Prestbury (behind the church). If you 

are a winner you will receive a lovely book appropriate to your age, and will also see your 

colourful picture featured in the next magazine!  Please remember to write your name, age 

and email address or phone number on the back ….so we can tell you if you have won! 

My name  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Age . . . . . . . . . .  

Telephone or email . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Immortalised in Stained Glass (continued from page 18) 

Other links with Dr Edward Jenner include the Jenner Museum at Berkeley, a plaque at 

Kingscote Church, where, in 1788 Jenner married Catherine Kingscote, and a large statue in 

Gloucester Cathedral; a visit to any of these would complement a day’s excursion very nicely. 

Many a trip to the quiet town of Berkeley will include the castle, known as the setting of 

the murder of Edward II, and his subsequent burial by the monks of St Peter’s Abbey, now 

the cathedral. A window in the nave south aisle depicts the monks receiving the body of the 

king, and a medieval panel in the east window portrays him. An outing here makes an 

interesting link to both church and castle. The church at Tredington, to the west of Stoke 

Orchard, contains medieval glass showing the crowned head of an unknown king. However, 

many people, me included, believe this to be Edward II, endorsed by the likeness of the 

hairstyle to old portraits of the king and his effigy at Gloucester. 

Just up the road from Berkeley lies Slimbridge, well-known as a Wildfowl and Wetlands Centre, 

and founded by Sir Peter Scott in 1946; it was here that his ashes were scattered in 1989. 

A visit to the bird sanctuary could be combined with 

one to the local church of St John, whose tall spire is 

visible to all travelling along the nearby motorway. The 

church is passed en route to the Wildfowl and 

Wetlands Centre. At the west end of the south aisle is 

a stained glass window (left) in memory of Sir Peter 

Scott, installed in 1994 by its the creator Tom Denny. 

The design is based on Psalm 104, which cites nature as 

an image of God’s majesty. The central light has swans 

flying over a meandering river, in whose estuary, in the 

bottom left-hand panel, is that leviathan (verse 26). The 

right-hand panels show night wherein all the beasts of the 

forest creep forth (verse 20). Here an oak wood is lit by 

the moon, moths flutter by and a red fox wends his way 

towards the edge of the glass. As Tom Denny wrote in 

his notes for the glass, an imaginative leap must be made 

between design and window; it is a modern creation!  

Linked with Scott of the Antarctic (father of Sir Peter) 

is local-boy Dr Edward Wilson. Born in 1872, and 

educated at Cheltenham College, Wilson, with Scott and their three companions, perished 

on that ill-fated return from the South Pole. In 1924 his portrait, dressed in polar clothing, 

was included in a stained glass window, representing Fortitude, which was inserted in the 

College chapel. Obviously not easy to see but a more accessible link is visible on the 

Promenade, a bronze statue of Edward Wilson, designed by the widow of Captain Scott; 

thus an interesting, although rather nebulous, connection can be made between the South 

Pole and the Cheltenham Promenade! 

In part two we will be looking at some of the men who were involved in the Great War. 

Edward Wyatt  
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From the Registers 
Baptism 

May 11  Dylan John Bennett 

 

Weddings 

May 24 Mark Buckley & Claire Risbey 

May 25 Robert Wallace & Victoria Horne 

June  7 Mark Davies & Rebecca Orr 

June 13 Mark Poulton & Joanna Kinnear 

 

Burial of ashes 

May 12 Thomas Hanks 

 

Memorial Service 

June 2  Jim Readings 

 

 

Apologies 

We wish to apologise to Fr Michael and Richard Mason for the poor reproduction of their 

photographs in some copies of the June issue of the magazine.  There was a technical 

problem with the copier.  Here again are the pictures that appeared on pages 4 and 41. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________ 

St Mary’s 2114 

Very many thanks to all of you who entered the competition. Father Paul thoroughly 

enjoyed reading your contributions and found making the choice of the winning entry very 

difficult. He decided in the end that there should be joint winners and we publish the two 

winning entries overleaf. 

Apart from some fun, it was also aimed at keeping in the forefront of our minds, the future 

needs of the church, and how we can ensure they are met. So don’t forget legacies can be a 

great way to help towards this goal. 

Nick Roach   
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St Mary’s 2114   by Clare Wyatt 

Rain, driven by the east wind from Cleeve Hill, stung Jan’s face as she crossed the church 

yard and the two tall palm trees swayed alarmingly. Old pictures of St Mary’s Church 

showed yew trees and a great spreading horse chestnut but they were long gone, victims of 

imported disease and climate change.   

The outer porch doors swung open as she reached them. Inside there were several people 

staring rather bemusedly at the ancient wooden door.  Jan opened it for them.  People 

were so used to automatic doors they often had no idea how to open one manually. 

Inside it was warm and comfortable. ‘The Nave’ was a popular venue. Once Prestbury had 

several places where people could meet but now only the church, protected by its listed 

status and the fear that no one would buy houses built on a graveyard, survived.  The over 

90s Luncheon club, the mother and baby group, and the youth group all met here. 

Over the years the building had been used for worship less and less. True, one or two 

people turned up each week when Chris, the Vicar, said Mass,  and the church had been 

packed for the celebration of King George’s 100th birthday last year, but most Christians, 

like Jan’s parents and grandparents, preferred to worship  at home.  Why go out when you 

could program your entertainment pod to provide you with your own private chapel?  

Virtual reality technology meant that you could choose to worship in St Peter’s, Rome or in 

Jerusalem or by Sea of Galilee without leaving your home.   

Things were changing, however, and the Live Worship Revival Movement (LWRM) was 

sweeping the country. The movement had actually started here in St Mary’s with the 

discovery of a collection of old booklets. They had brightly coloured covers and titles like 

‘The Eucharist in Lent’.  People were amazed at the level of interaction there had once 

been between the Celebrant and the people. 

Those booklets, over 100 years old and very fragile, now lived in a temperature and 

humidity controlled display case at the back of the church but, taking them as inspiration, a 

group had got together and started to run LWRM Events. These were becoming more and 

more popular. Today there was a real buzz of excitement for this very morning there was 

to be a Sung Eucharist! 

Of course the Live Worship Revival Movement faced opposition.  How could anyone 

concentrate on God when surrounded by other people who may be moving around or 

whispering or coughing and sneezing? The Word might be read by someone who couldn’t 

pronounce biblical names properly and amateurs performing sacred music might sing out of 

tune. Critics predicted great rows about which form of words to use or which type of 

music to have.  In the old days, lack of technology meant people had no choice but today, 

they claimed, you should do as Jesus said and pray in your own room with the door locked. 

Jan did wonder if they had a point, LWRM events were enjoyable but what did God think?   

Then, about half way through the service Chris turned to the people and said ‘Let us offer 

one another a sign of peace’.  Suddenly people were smiling at each other, reaching out to 

each other and grasping each other by the hand.  The words ‘Peace be with you’ echoed 

again around the ancient building and Jan felt that God was smiling too.     



Prestbury Parish Magazine  July 2014 

 

~ 27 ~ 

 

St Mary’s  2114  (Sunday Morning, 10am)   by Rosemarie Kenshole 

The church warden arrives early. His first task is to start up the Virtual Vicar 365 Hologram 

Projector, in order to give the lamps time to warm up before the start of the service at 

1100. The projector was installed seven years ago at the suggestion of the Bishop, who has 

since been replaced by the Virtual Bishop 379c. Both of these devices, designed to offer 

congregants a complete, all-round and welcoming service, are old technology now. The new 

Virtual Minister 382b9 can switch effortlessly between vicar, bishop and even arch-deacon, 

depending on the type of service needed. The modern machines are also fully equipped to 

handle straight, gay and even bi-sexual marriage ceremonies at the mere flick of a switch. 

It's incredible what technology can do these days. But there's no way this poor, hard-

pressed parish can afford one of these highly sought-after models, even if they are 

sponsored by Snacky-Bites - the perfect salty, sugar snap for kids! 

It wasn't like this in my day, thinks the warden, back in the early 21st century (at nearly 97, 

he's still one of the more sprightly parishioners on the electoral roll) services used to last 

the full hour and a quarter, instead of the twenty minutes one gets now. And whatever 

happened to communion and the peace?  Lost in the mists of time, or rather, thrown out 

by the Worship Directive Commissariat, the official government body which gets to dictate 

how church services should be run these days, all in accordance with the new guidelines on 

inclusivity and equality. Ideally, short enough not to interfere with the working day which 

Sunday has now become, and yet not too long that they might distract people from their 

compulsive viewing of 24 hour TV sport extravaganzas, and the constant consumption of 

Snacky-Bites - the perfect salty, sugar snap for kids!  

Gone is the lovely old graveyard.  Turned into a helipad with barely space for cars for those 

old folks who still use them.  But what an improvement to the seating, beautifully padded 

chairs instead of hard pews. In the past, the long distant past, Sunday used to be a day of 

rest!  Indeed, some of the old Bibles still mention it at as such, but not the VNSV (Very 

New Simplified Version) where most of the story is told in pictures, with only occasional 

dialogue thrown in. Perhaps it's good that people don't have to read too much these days, 

thinks the warden to himself. After all, life is very busy and not all of us have time to open 

an actual computer program and look at the words written on a screen. And to most of us, 

these strange symbols don't make sense without pictures anyway. Still, at least they'd done 

away with all the frightening, bloody bits, which used to scare the children and potentially 

put them off their daily dose of Snacky-Bites - the perfect salty, sugar snap for kids!  

‘Hello, and a very warm welcome to you all,’ said the Virtual Vicar 365 Hologram Projector 

quite spontaneously. ‘And it's so good to see so many of you here.’  It had been doing this 

quite a lot lately; firing off unexpectedly and saying all sorts of silly things. The other day it 

had even mentioned something called the Devil, as if it had some direct correlation to the 

service in hand, which happened to be a baptism, and no one knew what on earth it was 

talking about. The warden suspected it might be something to do with the operating 

software, or perhaps a misfiring of the internal circuits.  Oh well, there was nothing he could 

do about it. The service was about to start, and he had to be ready to welcome the arriving 

congregation with his bumper bag of Snacky-Bites - the perfect salty, sugar snap for kids!  
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Brighten the corner where you are 

For many people verse or poetry is inspiring.  It is hardly surprising therefore that we find 

poetry in our Old Testament scriptures – words that have spoken to the Jew, the Christian 

and the non-believer alike down through the centuries.  Our creator God seems to have 

designed the human spirit to be stirred by this. 

The most obvious part of the bible to seek out for poetry is the psalms where a collection 

of songs, largely attributed to King David, eloquently express deep emotions ranging from 

despair and desolation through hope and expectation to sheer joy and delight.  Who, in 

church circles, will not be familiar with psalm 23 (New International Version) which begins 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he restores my soul” and have drawn comfort from it? 

Poetry is also to be found in the New Testament.  The gospels include verse in the passages 

relating to Jesus’ triumphal entry on Palm Sunday in Mark 11v9 and John 12v13 (NIV).  

“Hosanna.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”  Especially relevant for those 

based in the village of Prestbury and for whom the church of the Blessed Virgin holds a 

special place in their heart is Mary’s song or the Magnificat which is found in the gospel of 

St Luke 1v46-55 and begins “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my 

saviour, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.  From now on all 

generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me – holy is 

his name.”  

The quotation I’ve chosen as the title for this article is not from a biblical poem but from a 

hymn written by Ira Ogden in 1913 and popular in Scotland namely “Brighten the corner 

where you are”.  It is new to me but struck me profoundly recently when I first read it.  

Brighten the corner where you are.  How positive, how Christian, how achievable. 

In the main most of us are not public figures in positions of huge influence, with the world’s 

press waiting with bated breath for any pronouncement we may utter.  We are Joe public 

living a quiet, pretty uneventful life below the radar.  Nevertheless, we are all here in 

Prestbury and living out our time on life’s stage.  So that is “our corner”.  

Ponder a minute on those you interact with in “your corner”.  If you live alone perhaps it is 

a visiting carer.  If you live with others perhaps it is a flatmate or family members.  Outside 

the home there are people you pass on the pavement, on a bus, in a car park, in a shop, at 

the office, school or college, in the pub, at the theatre, in a restaurant, in church(!)  How 

might you “brighten that corner”?  A smile, a seat offered on a bus, a parking spot 

proffered, giving way at a traffic junction, a “thank you” for a kindness received, an offer to 

help a harassed parent, an hour spent in a hospital visit, a shared meal with someone who 

normally eats alone..... 

We hear so much of “working in partnership”, “objectifying outcomes”, “maximising 

throughput” or “engaging with stakeholders” we need, I feel, to step back from politically 

correct jargon and reflect on how Jesus would have us act in the here and now in the 

power of his Spirit and each set our mind to “brighten the corner where we are”. 

Sue Read 
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Prestbury Memorial Trust 

Prestbury Memorial Trust has great pleasure in welcoming Jenny Roden into the position of 

Village Warden, in this our 65th year.  The Trustees/Committee are looking forward to 

working with Jenny for many years to come. 

Jenny officially started work on Monday 2nd June, attending the Lunch Club on her first day. 

All the guests were very pleased to meet her and to finally put a face to a name they had 

heard mentioned during the past few months. 

As the days and weeks go on there will be many more people for her to meet and activities 

to attend, bringing fresh ideas and new ways of working to what is a very diverse role. 

 

 

Jenny Roden, Warden, Prestbury Memorial Trust. 

 

I am very excited to accept the post of Warden with the Prestbury 

Memorial Trust. This is a paid position within the Trust, working 

Monday to Friday in a part time capacity.  

Having 32 years experience in the care field, supporting individuals and groups of all ages 

and from different walks of life, I hope to use my experience and energy to fulfil my role as 

warden to both the Trust and the residents of Prestbury, in the best way possible. 

I am impressed by the variety of activities Prestbury Memorial Trust offer the local 

community including a lunch club at the golf club, arts and craft sessions in the village hall, 

shopping trips to two local supermarkets, friendship group and sit & fit in the local library. 

As you can see by the list of things the Trust offers, and with me also moving to Prestbury 

and unpacking, it has certainly been a very busy few weeks. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Trust, its wonderful volunteers, the 

people we serve and the local community for making me so welcome. It’s been a great 

couple of weeks and I look forward to getting to know lots of new people and being able to 

serve the Trust and the community of Prestbury for many years to come. 

Jenny Roden  

 

 

Prestbury Memorial Trust held a most successful coffee morning on 6th June raising just 

over £500 for Trust funds! The event was very well attended, the glorious sunshine 

encouraging many to gather in the Pavilion and gardens of The Royal Oak in the Burgage. 

We thank Simon and Kate Daws for providing the venue and the welcoming cups of coffee.  

We also welcomed our new warden,  Jenny Roden. She was quickly into the swing of things 

drawing the raffle and distributing the prizes. The money raised will help to fund the Trust’s 

work within the parish. If you would like to know more about the foundation and work of 

the Trust please contact Jenny at 10 Deep Street.  

Jane Banwell  
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A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land    (Part II) 

There are two warnings I should give to prospective pilgrims to Jerusalem and Bethlehem: 

do not expect wall-to wall spiritual experiences.  Jerusalem in particular is very busy and 

crowded. Other pilgrims think nothing of jostling and trying to get ahead of you in the 

queues to access places of special significance. It is helpful if you have a former wing 

forward or scrum half in the group to block the blind side breaks! 

If you are looking for certainty you might be disappointed. For example, there are two 

competing locations for the Crucifixion and the Holy Sepulchre, and the Upper Room is a 

complete fabrication dating from the 14th century. Does this matter? To me it didn’t, but a 

few members of the group were quite upset. 

Jerusalem and Bethlehem 

The Mount of Olives 

We began our time in Jerusalem at the top of the Mount of Olives, at the Church of the 

Pater Noster, celebrating the fact that Jesus taught his disciples the Lord’s Prayer on the 

Mount of Olives. The Lord’s Prayer is inscribed on the walls of the cloister and church in 

over 60 different languages. I thought of Fr Mike, as one of the versions is in Cornish! And 

it made my heart glad to hear the Lord’s Prayer spoken in Welsh by a member of the group 

who came from my home town of Swansea. Those memories return whenever I say the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

 

It was a surreal experience to walk part of the route Jesus took from Bethany to Jerusalem 

on Palm Sunday, less than two weeks before I was celebrating Palm Sunday at St Mary 

Magdalene.  I should have liked to have walked the whole route from Bethany, but this is 

not possible as the road is closed at the border between Israel and Palestine.  

At the bottom of the slope are the Garden of Gethsemane and the Church of the Agony, 

also known as the Church of All Nations as it was built with contributions from 15 nations, 

including England. Gethsemane means ‘the place of the olive press’ and it is a relatively 

peaceful place. Having experienced the bustle of Jerusalem it is easy to imagine how Jesus, 

who was very much the focus of constant attention in Jerusalem, needed to remove himself 

to a quiet place to pray. 

Bethlehem 

Bethlehem – the City of David – is a Palestinian city. It has been walled in by the Israeli 

government and everyone has to pass through a military checkpoint to get in and out. 

Whilst the need for Israel to protect itself and its people is recognised, it is very sad that 

they have felt the need to resort to this. For example, inhabitants of Bethlehem relied on 

Jerusalem for medical care – there was no hospital in Bethlehem when the wall was erected 

and people in need of medical care were prevented from travelling to Jerusalem. Some of 

them died! 

(continues overleaf) 
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However, let us move on. We held a communion service in the Shepherds Fields in 

Bethlehem at which I had the privilege of reading the Holy Gospel (Luke 2. 8-20). Another 

very special memory. 

The Church of the Nativity was undergoing significant repair work at the time of our visit. 

In addition to the noise of the construction work, there were lots of visitors chattering 

away, despite the efforts of a priest telling them in a loud voice to “SHUT UP!”  The Greek 

Orthodox/Armenian Church of the Nativity is built over a cave which is allegedly the 

‘stable’ in which Jesus was born; the traditional place of His birth is marked by a silver star. 

The Midnight Mass broadcast from Bethlehem is not from the Orthodox Church of the 

Nativity, but from the adjoining Roman Catholic Church of St Catherine. 

  
The Church of the Pater Noster showing 

 the Lord's Prayer in Cornish (2nd from right) 

 

Jesus' Birthplace inside the Church of the Nativity in 

Bethlehem 

 

The Via Dolorosa, The Stations of the Cross and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

The Via Dolorosa (The Way of Sorrows), the alleged route Jesus took to Calvary, dates 

only from the 15th century. Along the way there are 9 Stations of the Cross, the other 5 

being located inside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The locations of the Stations are, in 

the main, commemorative – 9 are based on the Gospel and the other 5 are traditional. The 

Via Dolorosa is very crowded – there are street traders trying to sell postcards and 

souvenirs all along the route, plus lots of other groups, so it is virtually impossible to stop 

at each Station for a reading or a prayer. And a week later – Holy Week – it would have 

been difficult to make any progress along the route due to the throng of visitors.  

Despite the number of visitors, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre is a very special, spiritual 

place, covering the rock of Calvary and the site of Our Lord’s tomb. It has been the focus 

of pilgrimages for centuries and represents the most sacred place in Christianity – the place 

where Jesus died for us, was buried, and rose again. It is possible to visit in the quiet hours 

of the early morning, after the church has been unlocked at 6.0am by a member of a 

Moslem family who have held the keys for centuries. 

The Garden Tomb 

But, there is a competitor for the site of the Crucifixion and Resurrection of much more 

recent provenance. Just outside the Damascus Gate is a rock formation which bears an 
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uncanny resemblance to a skull (Golgotha – the place of the skull). This was first noticed by 

General Gordon (of Khartoum fame) in 1883. Nearby there is a garden with a 1st century 

tomb which is consistent with the descriptions in the Bible, but there is no substantial body 

of evidence to support the claim that this was the real Calvary. Nevertheless, it is a peaceful 

place, ideal for meditation and prayer. 

Conclusion 

I am aware that I have only scraped the surface of my pilgrimage. I have omitted many fond 

memories, such as the Church of St Anne with its wonderful acoustics, and I have not done 

full justice to all the special places I have mentioned. However, I hope that I have shared 

with you my joy at having made this pilgrimage. I feel really blessed that I was able to have 

had the experience - many others are unable to do so. All I would say to each and every 

person reading this is - if you get the opportunity to go, grasp it! 

Peter Fischer 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury WI 

At the next meeting on Monday 14th July at 7.15pm, Jennifer McDiamid, a Nutritional 

Therapist, will be speaking on the subject of ‘Nutrition for the Mind’. She will be talking about 

lifestyle factors that can have a detrimental effect on the mind and what we can do from a 

nutritional aspect to protect our brains. Her company is called ‘Pillar of Health’ and she is a 

member of BANT – British Association of Nutritional Therapists. She will be providing 

individual questionnaires so that members can consider their own lifestyles from their 

answers. She will also be prepared to answer relevant questions. 

A Quiz Evening with Ploughmans Supper was held at the WI Hall, Prestbury on Wednesday 

21st May at 7.30pm. There were 9 tables and the evening finished at 9.30pm. A delicious 

‘Ploughman’s Supper’ was provided by Mavis Brick and Wendy Thomas with helpers. Quiz 

‘master’ was Sally Alexander, ably assisted by Di Griffin who did the ‘maths’.  Judging from 

comments and congratulatory emails, the evening was enjoyed by all. The winning table was 

Mavis Brick, Wendy Thomas and David Alexander. (the latter had not seen the questions 

or answers prior to the event !!) It is hoped that another quiz evening will be held in the 

New Year. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas. 

Sally Alexander, Publicity Officer 
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Marle Hill WI 

Arthur Ball, one of our favourite speakers, paid us a return visit in June.  This time we were 

taken, via his beautiful pictures, to India, to seek out ‘Birds, Tigers and the Taj’.  A ride on an 

elephant resulted in seeing tigers.  From there to Agra and the famous Taj Mahal and 

Barakpur where pythons, sloth bears and mongooses were seen.  A visit to the Amber Fort 

and from thence back to New Delhi and home.   

I was once again invited to be a steward at the National Annual Meeting. The plans for the 

WI Centenary Celebrations, to be held next year, were announced.  There is a Baton 

travelling around Wales and England at the moment arriving in Gloucestershire next March 

for a week of activities.  It started in Lanfair PG on Anglesea, where the first WI was 

formed, and will end up at next year’s Annual Meeting to be held in the Royal Albert Hall.  

The event that day will be broadcast live and watched all over the country.  

We changed the date for our meal at the Café Rouge as it clashed with the skittles match 

with Sheepscombe.  A day of Clay Pigeon Shooting, a Craft Afternoon at Sue’s, a tea 

afternoon at Gloria’s and assisting with catering and making cakes for the Royal Three 

Counties Show were some of the other activities.  Future events include an afternoon of 

croquet, a visit to Denman College, our visit to Stratford-on-Avon with a boat trip and 

cream tea and a bus trip to Cirencester to seek out the many decorated Hares placed 

around the town. 

Our major event is the ‘Music on a Summer’s Evening’  at Swindon Village Hall on 12th July. 

The performers are The Lauda Singers (a choral group from London), Jennifer Statham (a 

violinist and winner of the Gloucestershire Rotary Young Musician of the Year 

Competition) and The Ukuladies (a group of local ukulele players and singers who were 

winners at the National Ukulele Festival of Great Britain, held in Cheltenham). This should 

prove to be a varied and enjoyable evening starting at 7pm and to include a glass of 

sparkling wine (or an alternative) with canapés in the interval.  Tickets are available from 

Wendy  or myself. 

At our meeting on 7th July we have invited members from the other WI’s in our Group to 

join us.  Paul Evans is coming to entertain with ‘Humorous Poems, Monologues and Readings’.   

Visitors are always welcomed to our meetings held at St. Nicolas Church Hall, Swindon 

Lane at 7.30pm.  We do not have a meeting as such in August, hence the visit to 

Cirencester instead but, on 1st September, Virginia Adsett and Gillian Morss will be with us 

to remember ‘The Swinging Sixties’.  Do they mean the decade or sexagenarians?   

Sara Jefferies 

 

 

Lanfair PG is short for Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch - Ed 
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The Prestbury Flower Arranging Club 

The Prestbury Flower Arranging Club hosted a Charity Fashion Show at the beginning of 

June in aid of the Royal British Legion and our Club. The clothes, from Just-in Fashion of 

Winchcombe, were beautifully modelled by Club members.  The hall was decorated with 

flower arrangements in red, gold and blue made by Club members and all the delicious food 

was prepared by yet more Club members. Esther and the Committee would like to thank 

everyone who worked so hard to make the evening a success. The flower arrangements 

and a selection of “non-floral” prizes were raffled after the show. 

 
Stage with models, our Chairwoman Esther Wilson, and Just-in owner June Ford 

Our next meeting is on Monday 28th July when Wendy Lawrence will be presenting her 

demonstration entitled “Jewels in July”; followed as usual by tea/coffee, biscuits and a raffle 

of Wendy’s arrangements. Visitors are always welcome, £6 payable at the door. 

On 22nd September, Beryl Griffiths will be presenting her demonstration “The Pleasure is 

Mine”.  At that meeting there will be a flower arranging competition, title “Harvest”, and a 

photography competition. Photographs will be judged on content not technical photographic 

expertise, so please have a go…max size of photos 10 x 8 inches. We would like to see 

pictures of your garden or places you’ve visited; just plants and flowers please no people/pets!  

This year’s outing will take place on Wednesday 24th September. We are going to the Hop 

Pocket, an Aladdin’s Cave of gifts and crafts, clothes and plants and then on to Hampton Court 

Castle and Gardens near Leominster, Herefordshire (not the London Hampton Court!). The 

cost of the outing is £20 per person and includes coach travel, entry to the Castle Gardens and 

a cream tea.  Lunch can be purchased at the Hop Pocket or bring a packed lunch, and tickets 

can be bought to look around the Castle interior if you would like to do that. 

All events, except the outing, are held at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane GL52 5JF.  

If you would like to know more about our small friendly club, please contact Esther Wilson 

or Shirley Price  

See our web page www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com for more details. 

Penny Kennard   
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Thank you and goodbye! 

Completely overwhelmed! It is almost impossible to find words that can adequately express 

our thanks to you all for the wonderful array of leaving gifts, cards and messages and also, 

of course, for the unforgettable farewell service and celebration at St Nicolas. We're not 

sure that we've ever tried to squeeze that many people into the church before and we 

certainly have not experienced a social event like that, with so many friends from across 

North Cheltenham and beyond! Many, many thanks to everyone who was involved in any 

way in the organisation of our farewell celebrations and to all those who attended. Thank 

you for your overwhelming generosity which means that we will be taking with us to 

Dursley so many wonderful gifts which will remind us of all of you. We will also take with 

us some amazing memories,stretching back over almost 18 years and we know (especially 

after Sunday!) that we take with us your love and prayers. We want you to know how 

grateful we are to you all for your generosity to us and that you will be very much in our 

thoughts and prayers. With much love, Fr Michael, Gill, Anna and Simon. 
Fr Michael 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant Sale at St Nicolas 

Very many thanks to all those who grew 

and gave us plants, the helpers who sold 

persuasively to willing customers, raising 

£380, to be shared between St Nicolas' 

and Prestbury & Pittville Youth. Thanks, 

too, to those who made cakes and 

served the teas, raising a further £60. 

Janet White 
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North Cheltenham Churches Football Team 

 

On 12 April NCC travelled to Innsworth to play St Andrews. In a catastrophic 

opening thirty minutes they conceded four goals; their worst start this year. 

Approaching the interval Ian Jones pulled a goal back in this high scoring half. After 

the break a more positive NCC took the field, and this was demonstrated when Ian Jones 

doubled his tally. With twenty minutes remaining, St Andrews ensured a handsome victory 

as they scored a fifth.   St Andrews 5    NCC 2 

On 26 April, NCC hosted St Matthews, who sent a free kick over the bar early in 

the game. After fifteen minutes Ian Jones opened the scoring, following a throw, 

although he sent a later effort wide. Just past the half hour, and after several 

unsuccessful attacks, St Matthews gained a corner, and in a crowded goalmouth the ball was 

scrambled home. Mark Broekman saw his shot saved by the keeper, and then a well-taken 

throw caught out the NCC defence. This allowed a lone attacker all the time in the world 

to fire past the keeper, who had come out too far, and score what became the winning 

goal. NCC totally dominated the second half as they created a succession of missed 

opportunities; Harry Wilks hit the bar and Ian Jones sent the last kick of the game wide of 

the far post.   NCC 1    St Matthews 2   

A week later NCC entertained Trinity & Quedgeley. After twenty minutes NCC 

took the lead when Harry Wilks headed in from a corner. Four minutes later they 

doubled their lead after Cain Thomas sent a long range shot into the bottom 

corner of the net. Just before half time, Ian Jones scored NCC’s third when he rounded the 

keeper. On seventy-one minutes Barry Styman ran down the wing, and, as the keeper 

neared so he fired the ball into the net from an acute angle. Two minutes later the visitors 

got a score when their shot was pushed onto the bar and the rebound forced home. 

During the final ten minutes NCC netted two further goals; the first was another long 

range effort from Cain Thomas and then Barry Styman lobbed the keeper.  

NCC 6    Trinity & Quedgeley 1 

On 10 May NCC played their last game of the season, away to Cornerstone. They 

got off to a poor start by conceding a goal in the second minute, and another ten 

minutes later; for the rest of the match they were playing catch-up. Approaching 

thirty minutes Barry Styman drilled the ball home, but, just before the interval, the hosts 

restored their two-goal lead. Early in the new half Ian Jones pulled another goal back, 3-2, 

before the hosts scored two further goals in rapid succession. Then Ian Jones scored a 

penalty, to make the score 5-3. After the hosts had notched up half a dozen, Ian Jones 

completed his hat trick, taking his NCC tally to ninety-nine goals, as time ran out. 

Cornerstone 6   NCC 4  

Michael Wyatt 

 

 

Fuller reports of the games and photographs may be found on the prestbury.net website. 
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Reflecting on Freedom  
 

No more Latin, no more French, no more sitting on a hard school bench! 

 

When I was a child, July meant the end of the school year and the freedom of the long 

summer holidays to come. For some young people the end of the summer term marks the 

end of compulsory education and the beginning of the choices and challenges of adult life. In 

the wider world July sees two nations celebrating freedom, the USA on the 4th and France 

on the 14th.  July seems a good month to reflect on freedom and what the Bible teaches on 

the subject. 
 

In the Old Testament, the story of Adam and Eve indicates that God created humans to 

have free will and Exodus tells of God acting to free the people of Israel from bondage in 

Egypt.  

 

In the New Testament Jesus reads aloud the prophesy of Isaiah and applies it to Himself, 

‘He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoner and the recovery of sight to the 

blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lords favour.’(Luke 4:18,19) 

and in John’s Gospel we read that Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 

disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’ (John 8:31,32)     

 

St Paul takes up the theme of freedom in his letter to the Romans, ‘Therefore, there is now 

no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because  through Christ Jesus the law 

of the Spirit of Life set me free from the law of sin and death’ (Romans 8: 1,2) 

 

In spite of this, some critics of Christianity seem to think we blindly follow a set of rules laid 

down by an old man living in the sky, who watches our every move and is ready to punish 

those who transgress.   Of course some rules are needed and getting the balance between 

freedom and control right is a challenge for all sections of society from the family to the 

national and international level.  The Church of England is not immune from this dilemma!  

 

Different people respond to being given freedom in different ways. Some hanker for the old 

ways when there was a set of rules to follow and they didn’t have to think for themselves. 

Other people think freedom means they can do whatever they like. 
 

St Paul faced challenges from both groups. There were those who thought all Christians 

should follow the strict religious laws of the Jews while others seemed to have abandoned 

all rules.  

 

St Paul puts it very neatly in his letter to the Galatians, ‘You, my brothers, were called to be 

free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in 

love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: ‘love your neighbour as yourself’ 

(Galatians 5:13,14). Good advice but hard to follow. 
 

Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of freedom and we pray for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit that we may to use it wisely for the benefit of all. Amen    

Clare Wyatt 
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