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Change
Change - we all experience change, and most of the time we are hardly affected. Night
changes to day and then back to night again; we move happily through the seasons; we are
feeling unwell one day and perfectly fit the next. So many changes. Just recently many of
our younger members have experienced an altogether different sort of change, one which
potentially had a big effect. The new school year heralded, for many, a new school or even
a move to university. Such changes can be quite traumatic, especially the latter, both for
the person affected and their family. One really quite unpleasant change that occurred in
the late summer was the publication of exam results, where poor results forced a change of
plan. Perhaps hopes were dashed, or maybe results were far better than expected. The
former would be a hard pill to swallow, the latter a source of great joy.
As a Team Ministry we have recently experienced a big change in the departure of Fr
Michael, Gill, Anna and Simon to take up a new ministry in Dursley. This left us feeling
almost bereaved at the loss of a loved pastor and his family. Imagine, if you can, the effect it
had on them. There were all smiles and happy reminiscences at their leaving party, but
didn’t we feel a big loss after that was over? On a personal note it was Fr Michael who
oversaw my training when I was ordained and what a thoughtful and caring teacher he was.
The training at West of England Ministerial Training Course (WEMTEC) only made it
possible for him to mould me into a half decent priest.
It is true that change can be joyful or painful. When it is joyful, we need to give thanks to
God just as we need to give Him thanks for each passing day. If it is painful, we need to
pray for the strength to face up to the challenges ahead. Such changes often feel like a
bereavement and so we need to be able to recognize that, and be prepared to go through
many emotions. God is with us every step of the way, even when things aren’t so bad and
we forget him. He is still there when we again realize our need for Him. Above all, as a
community of believers, we need to be aware that each of us is a potential instrument for
God to use, in helping not just our fellow believers, but any of our neighbours in their hour
of need. God has given us all the necessary gifts to be able to recognize others’ need and
to take the appropriate action. Don’t forget that our neighbour includes the Ebola sufferer
in Sierra Leone and the Resident of Gaza who has just had his home destroyed.
Fr Peter
_________________________________________________________________
Magazine Deadline:

Saturday 11th October 2014

Future Themes:

November – Fire
December – Forests and Trees
Front cover photo
Greater Flamingoes at Slimbridge in the Spring
by Richard Johnson
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Editorial Team Corner
During the 1970’s I lived in Hampshire. Family friends and I made occasional visits to
Selbourne, home of Gilbert White (1720-1793), not only a pioneering naturalist and
ornithologist, but also Curate of Selbourne. Often described as a genius, he spent hours
bird watching in his garden, which was devoted to the house-martin, and upon which he
wrote his dissertation. He made numerous entries in his journal of many birds, especially
the song of the nightingale. Interestingly, the nightingale encouraged a Prestbury naturalist,
see page 7. Cecil Emden’s renowned book ‘Gilbert White in His Village’ (1956) is an
unequalled read which I recommend, not only to naturalists and historians, but to everyone.
Inspirational visits to Selbourne, with Emden as my guide, marked the beginning of bird
watching in our garden.
Within days of moving to Prestbury in April 2011, we noticed a pair of handsome birds
landing on the lawn. Their electric blue outer wing feathers helped us to identify them as
jays. The habitat of these relatives of the crow family is usually oak woods. So, what were
they doing in an overgrown garden? Where were they nesting? Neighbours suggested that
they were nesting in the churchyard and feeding primarily on birds’ eggs and fledglings in
our dense borders of shrubs and trees. By the time you read this magazine, many birds will
have left on their migratory flight, but not the jays. They will be found amongst the acorns!
They make the most of this crop, and any not eaten immediately, are carried away and
stored under leaves or in holes. These astute birds remember the location of their hidden
acorns, often retrieving them in winter from under several inches of snow.
This month’s ‘bird’ theme runs seamlessly through the writing of our valued contributors,
from David and Diane’s interesting illustrated story ‘Walking The Cotswold Way’, to our
final article ‘Finding a Home’ (page 40) from Frances.
Suzy is back again, with an amazing Children’s Corner, featuring birds in the bible and
instructions how to make a bird feeder. Please encourage the children to enter the
competition. Ralph relates birds to poetry and the bible (page 5), and David illustrates bird
behaviours at St Mary Magdalene (page 3).
The fascinating subject of links/synchronicities, highlighted in our last issue, has been
followed through by John in ‘Daniel Atkins POW’ (page 11). Beryl and I present our
reviews on a new book entitled ‘Being a Curate’, (pages 26-27). If you wish to borrow this
book, please ring or e-mail me. Similarly, if you, too, have a book that you consider
warrants reviewing, we would be delighted to hear from you.
On behalf of the Editorial team we hope you have all enjoyed a good summer holiday, and
are looking forward to the next one within the church’s calendar - Harvest Festival.
Jean Johnson
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Birds in the Church at St Mary Magdalene
Sometimes we get the odd sparrow in the church at Elmstone Hardwicke, and after chasing
the poor thing around for a while, the doors are opened, and the bird is left to its own
devices. This usually works, and we watch with relief as the hapless creature flies off, free
at last.
Some years ago, the then Parish Clerk thought it would be an impressive idea to release
some white doves by the church. What could be lovelier than seeing the symbols of peace
circling the tower? After all, they would stand out against the more humble and common
pigeon circling the yew trees in the churchyard. The church was to suffer a penalty later
on, when the doves found a way through the wire mesh that should have prevented any
birds getting into the tower. Time was on the doves’ side as the galvanised wire
deteriorated further with rust, and so we soon had nesting doves around the bells.
Another bird joins the story of the doves of Elmstone, this was a raptor, a buzzard. Slowly
the number of the sitting targets dressed in white declined until no more were to be seen.
After new wire mesh was installed, the idea came about to open the tower to the general
public. But what about all the bird droppings? 57 sacksful later, the tower and its stairs
were clean, at some cost to the P.C.C. who hired a local builder to do the work.
There is another bird that remains stationary within some churches; it is an eagle, and this
time a wooden one, though sometimes brass, whose task it to hold up the Holy Bible for it
to be read during services. This bird symbolises John the Apostle carrying the Christian
message to all those who will listen. Yes, this is the Lectern. Our Lectern is a plainer affair
at Elmstone, just a book rest with candle holders each side for those dark nights of old.
David Williams

St Nicolas Sunday Club
At the end of last term we said thank you and goodbye to Linda Biggs who has been
actively involved with Sunday Club for over thirty years as a parent and as a leader. We can
still call on Linda for help and advice as she continues in her role as Reader with special
responsibility for children's work.
As Reader and a member of the Local Ministry Team, Linda is now very
busy in this challenging time of vacancy, supporting the clergy during the
Sunday morning Eucharist as well as her many other duties.
Sunday Club resumed on 7th September, and we have a busy and
interesting term planned, with more stories from the Old Testament and
related craft activities. We have a special activity planned for Harvest
Festival on 5th October, when the Brownies will join us, and in December
we shall explore the Christmas story and (hopefully!) create a new
seasonal picture for the entrance hall.
Sunday Club meets during term time in the church hall just before the start of the 9.30
service and joins the rest of the congregation about 30 minutes later during The Peace.
All ages are always very welcome.
Hazel Langley
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The wonderful ‘Birds of the Air’
“Hail to thee blithe spirit, bird thou never wert”. The poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley, hears a
skylark singing and refuses to believe that it is an ordinary creature. He prefers to believe
that such a divine sound can only come from a spirit - from another world.
Here are two verses from the poem that speaks of that other world:
To A Skylark
Hail to thee, blithe Spirit!
Bird thou never wert,
That from Heaven, or near it,
Pourest thy full heart
In profuse strains of unpremeditated art.

Teach us, sprite or bird,
What sweet thoughts are thine:
I have never heard
Praise of love or wine
That panted forth a flood of rapture so divine.

I’m sure we’ve all been uplifted by the song of birds at some time in our lives. The people of
the bible must have been very aware of birds. I’m sure Jesus loved birds. Some less than
welcome birds figure in his parable of the Sower. Remember the birds eating the seed
which fell by the wayside?
As you know, Jesus’ people lived in rural communities much closer to nature than most of
us (except when we go camping or caravanning or cultivate our gardens and allotments,
perhaps?) The people who rewrote the stories of creation in the Bible are sure about the
beginnings. God created the universe and “saw that it was good”. “God said, ‘Let the water
teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.’”
You don’t have to go to Slimbridge or a RSPB Reserve, thank God, to see birds flying above
the earth across the sky, just go outside.
We’re all familiar with the dove of peace - often with an olive branch in its beak. We’ll see
some on Christmas cards. One of the stories we meet in the early part of the Bible is the
account of the great flood. You know the story: the ark has been floating with its cargo of
humans and animals, two by two, and Noah wants to test if the water is going down: “Then
he sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the ground. But the
dove could find no place to set its feet because there was water over all the surface of the
earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the dove and
brought it back to himself in the ark. He waited seven more days and again sent out the
dove from the ark. When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a
freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth.”
In the New Testament we have Jesus crying out despondently: “How often I wanted to
gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you
would not have it!” Jesus speaks for the Father who sends prophets and messengers. Jesus’
Father, like a mother hen, wants to shelter and protect the chicks, Jerusalem’s children.
So we've grown up with many lovely images from our Bibles. The dove of peace and God as
a mother hen who “shelters us under his wings.”
“Thank you for the birds that sing
Thank you God for everything”.

Ralph Griffin
~5~

October 2014

Prestbury Parish Magazine

~6~

Prestbury Parish Magazine

October 2014

Fred Brockman… Prestbury’s Amateur Naturalist
One of my endearing memories of Fred is during coffee-time, following the Thursday
morning Eucharist. We would often sit together, and I would frequently talk about my
eldest son who had served, or was currently serving, in the Middle East on four operational
tours, over a period of some nine years. Fred would listen with interest, talk about the
Second World War, and then his life on Cleeve Hill. It was the latter that brought a twinkle
to his eye and helped me to understand this gifted man’s love for ‘all things nature’.
Lilian recalls Fred as a lad living in Queenswood Grove on the side of Cleeve Hill. He would
climb out of his bedroom window and shin down the drainpipe, often taking his brother
with him. On these sorties he gradually learnt how and why birds talk to one another,
where they lived and where they hunted. He was fascinated in the song differences between
the individual species. It was not long before he was imitating linnets, skylarks,
yellowhammers and cuckoos. The latter he did very well.
One evening when Lilian and Fred were in the garden at home in Noverton Lane, he
imitated the cuckoos’ two notes and ‘brought 4 of them up’ on the path leading to their
front door. One day when they were visiting the Coombe Nature Reserve, Fred called up
a cuckoo; suddenly they had a new friend! The bird subsequently followed them all around
the reserve!
Another evening when Lilian and Fred were walking on Cleeve Hill they stopped and waited
by a tree, which Fred knew as the home of a nightingale. Eventually, when it arrived, he
taped its song. The nightingale’s song consists of many distinctly different phrases in
different rhythms, sung with a moment’s pause between each phrase. He used to give talks
on the birds, supporting his wide knowledge and interest with recorded bird songs. If any of
our readers attended these talks, we would love to hear from you. I have recently read of
the work of the distinguished neurobiologist and avian scientist, Peter Marler. Of particular
interest to him was the question: “How did birds learn to sing?” Prior to his research it was
generally thought that the process was a matter of instinct. Marler’s work showed that
there was evidence of learning from older birds during the early learning stages. Marler
deciphered the meaning of birds’ different trills and whistles, becoming an expert on their
song. He also discovered that birds, like humans, develop regional dialects in their
communication.
When Fred was learning his craft he would not have known that the 1970’s would see the
beginning of a severe decrease in cuckoo and nightingale populations. This fact makes Fred’s
work and his tapes of birdsong all the more important. My lasting memory of Fred will be
his birdsong imitations on a Thursday morning over a cup of coffee. The birdsong
transported me to Cleeve Hill and in Lilian’s words, was ‘calming’.
Jean Johnson in conversation with Lilian Brockman
Source:
a) Robert Burton. Garden Bird Behaviour (2005)
b) The Times. July 29, 2014
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Out to Africa with a cardboard box

Part 4

Birds. Has to be guinea fowl. Beautiful
quirky birds common in Northern
Ghana and served up for supper deep
fried to a crisp every night for the 3
weeks I was there in May this year. I
did buy a chicken but that was to feed
to the crocodile I was about to sit on!
What a contrast this assignment was
to the previous one. Last time I was in
the capital, Accra, in the south helping
with APT, the cardboard assistive chairs and standing frames. This time I was far far north
almost into Burkino Faso in rural villages teaching about cerebral palsy to 21 mostly
community rehabilitation workers. There was an APT course as well which we taught
where I met up with wonderful Veronica again much to my delight.

At the end of Part 3 (see magazine of February 2014) I mentioned Veronica's vision which
inspired me and I was able to find out a bit more. Veronica married Jerry, a pastor for the
United Pentecostal Church, 17 years ago. They have 5 children, Asher (16 years old) away
at boarding school but doing the family washing the weekend I met him, Annette (14) an
alert, feisty teenager with severe athetoid cerebral palsy like her twin sister, Anita, who
died when they were 8 years old, Ephrim (9) who is into sport and Adelaide (2), a much
prayed for daughter to eventually help take care of Annette. When I saw her at home,
~8~
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Veronica was also caring for 2 nieces whose mother had been in a dreadful accident. Jerry
is paid by his congregation of 100 and supplements this by running a religious book shop.
Veronica went on the first cardboard furniture course to make a chair for Annette who
could then go to school. It was so dramatic as she was able to start communicating.
Veronica made the furniture initially in her small back yard and later rented a container
where she could make the APT furniture and sell other goods. She gave us shivers when
she described how she made the varnish for waterproofing the furniture by dissolving
polystyrene packaging in petrol, it works!
Since having Anita and Annette, Veronica
realised the overwhelming need for parents,
actually mostly mothers as the fathers
usually abandon mother and child, to have a
centre where they can be shown how to
take care of their child, for day care with
competent loving carers so the mothers can
go out to work to buy nappies and respite
so the mothers can spend time with their
other children. Veronica is praying that she
can find or build a centre and then move the
APT container and set up a workshop for
other mothers to help. She liked the idea of
calling it Anni's centre. Please, please add
your prayers to hers.
This time I was very moved by the
phenomenon of spirit children, a belief that
disasters or disability are the fault of a child
who will then be killed. The charity Afrikids
has done an amazing job of combatting this
and invited us to educate key people about
cerebral palsy. On my return I read a book called Spirit Boy by Paul Apowida which I highly
recommend, Paul was a rescued spirit child from the village of Sirigu from where the
children we worked with came. In the book he praises a particular Afrikids worker called
Joe which rang a bell in my head. When I checked names, Joe had been a participant on our
course whom I rated highly.
Returning to birds, a flock of 6-inch, bright yellow birds who made hanging nests in a tree
close to our guest house intrigued me, but I haven't yet identified them. David suggests
weaver birds.
Although there is still so much to be done to educate people about cerebral palsy and show
them how to make the assistive devices, when we were presenting certificates numerous
enthusiastic speeches were made by the wonderful participants which made my heart soar
like a bird with hope for the future.
Diane Lyle
~9~
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Daniel Atkins POW
On page 27 of the August/September 2014 edition of the
Parish Magazine, Angie raised the question of synchronicity.
I was in Cauterets in the French Pyrenees on the Centenary
of the start of WW1. In the square outside the church is a
full-size figure of a French soldier standing amongst the
debris of battle and signalling his friends to come to him.
This figure reminded me of a story my grandfather, Daniel
Atkins, told of his time leading up to and including his time
on and after the battlefield. My grandfather was a baker and
grocer and prior to the war was asked by a customer for
advice. The customer was German by birth but had lived in
the area and used my grandfather’s shop for many years and
they had become friendly. The man had received a letter
from the German government demanding his return to
Germany. He sought my grandfather’s advice. He advised
his customer to wait and see how things developed before
making any decision. Shortly afterwards the customer
received another letter from the German government
stating that if he did not return, his family would be interned. After much discussion it was
eventually agreed that he should return to Germany and that my grandfather would look
after his house for him.
Ultimately my grandfather joined the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry and
went to Ypres. Whilst advancing across no-mans-land, he was shot through the thighs and
ultimately picked up by a German stretcher party and hospitalised. During his recovery he
was making his way across the parade ground of the prison and he heard his name called
“Atkins!” He turned to see an armed German soldier gesturing to him, and thought “What
have I done now?” He hobbled over, as slowly as he thought he could get away with
without further retribution, and reluctantly looked into the face below the spiked
helmet.....................it was his friend, neighbour and customer!!!
They could, of course, only exchange brief greetings, as fraternisation was not allowed by
either side, so they parted company and ultimately my grandfather was moved on to
another POW camp. They did meet up again after the war but further details are vague, as
I was about nine when my grandfather retired and moved from that area and I believe the
German customer had moved elsewhere by then anyway.
Whilst I accept that the statue in Cauterets is of a French soldier gesturing his French
colleagues to join him, it does punch home to me how war divides and continues to divide
families, friends and communities alike, out of circumstance or choice but also that
extraordinary links can often occur during a lifetime.
John Moles
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Everest Base Camp Expedition supporting the fight against Malaria
Having survived my ascent of Kilimanjaro without ill effect, and remaining in good health, I
have been tempted to challenge myself again to reach a similar height by trekking to Everest
Base Camp over 12 days in early November. I feel very fortunate to be able to consider
getting to such magnificent parts of God’s earth in my early retirement and am looking
forward to climbing through the spectacular scenery of Nepal.
Although the final elimination of Polio has not yet been achieved, and money continues to
be raised in support of this, Rotary International is beginning to think of the next big World
Health issue that needs to be tackled. Malaria is contracted by 500 million people every
year causing death to 3 million of these cases. In Africa, one million children die from
Malaria annually i.e. one death every 30 seconds. A group of Rotarians have formed a
charity called REMIT (Rotarians Eliminating Malaria In Tanzania) which over the past 10
years has reduced death rates from malaria in Tanzania to one third of previous levels. This
has been achieved through local education and the supply of insecticide impregnated nets to
whole village or town communities. The nets are produced in Tanzania with funding from
the charity, giving local employment as well as the health benefits.
The Rotary Club of Cheltenham is planning to raise US$7,500, which, through matching
grants from Rotary International, will be increased to US$30,000, to give a massive boost to
the work of REMIT. Hence I am hoping to get sponsorship for my climb, and give 75% of
the funds I collect to help my Rotary Club achieve its US$7,500 target.
As many of you know, Wendy and I also support a local charity, Kenya Projects UK, run by
URC Minister, Maz Allen. Maz will be leading a party of 25, including Wendy and me,
travelling out to Embu in Kenya on 28th December, self-funded by team members. We visit
the children and offer practical help to the Children’s Homes supported by the charity. This
is in addition to the financial support raised by the charity to keep disadvantaged and street
children cared for in the Homes. I propose to give the remaining 25% of my sponsorship to
Kenya Projects UK.
I hope you may consider sponsoring me in this enterprise which will benefit so many
African people. I will be circulating sponsorship forms in October, or you may prefer to
sponsor me online using my Virginmoneygiving site:
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/DavidPrice75
Many thanks.

David training in the Dolomites
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Forthcoming Events
URC Coffee Morning – 4th October
Please join us for our monthly Saturday coffee morning on 4th October from 10.30–
12.00. Raffle, books and cake stall, not to mention the legendary toasted teacakes!
You can be sure of a very warm welcome - we would love to see some new faces as well as
the regulars.

Quiz Night
Rachel Jackson is trying to raise funds to help pay for her to attend the World Scout
Jamboree in Japan next year. She writes:
I hope you will be able to come to my next fundraiser, a quiz night at Prestbury Hall on
Bouncers Lane on Saturday 4th October.
Rachel Jackson

Severn Forum
The last lecture of the year will be on Wednesday 15th October.
The subject is RELATIONSHIPS AT THE HEART OF EDUCATION, to be given by Professor
Bart McGettrick of Liverpool Hope University.
It will be held in the Main Lecture Theatre, Park Campus, University of Gloucestershire,
Cheltenham, GL54 5XG.
Please note the start time will be 7.30. The charge for non members is £3.00.
John Gann can supply more details.

C4 Children’s Choir rehearsals restart – newcomers most
welcome
On Friday 17th October at 6pm, The C4 Children's Choir (5-10 year olds) begin rehearsals
for their Christmas production of ‘Are we nearly there?’ at Prestbury URC. Newcomers
are most welcome.

Advent Bazaar
Make a note in your diaries that St Nicolas will be holding an Advent bazaar on 29th
November from 12pm - 4pm. There will be hot soup for lunch, and afternoon teas, plus
lots of crafts for sale, and fun activities. Do come along and enjoy yourselves.
Janet Waters
~ 13 ~
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Food for Thought
A talk by

Professor Andrew Lincoln

The Bible and
Contemporary Spirituality
St Nicolas Church
Saturday 8th November at 7pm

Food for Thought - Session 3
Saturday 8th November 2014, 7 pm – St Nicolas
Professor Andrew Lincoln, who is professor of New Testament Studies at the University of
Gloucestershire, will be leading the third session of our series.
Andrew’s publications include: Paradise Now and Not Yet; The Theology of the Later
Pauline letters; Hebrews: a guide; Christology and Scripture: Interdisciplinary Perspectives,
Truth on Trial and so many more titles. He recently completed a monograph entitled Born
of a Virgin? Reconceiving Jesus in the Bible, tradition and theology.
Andrew continues to work on projects arising from the Centre for the Bible and
Spirituality; he worships at St Nicolas.
Margaret Compton
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Christingle Service 2014
in aid of

The Children’s Society
on
th

Sunday 30 November 2014 at 3.00 pm
at

St Mary’s Church, Mill Street
“Let light shine out of darkness”
2 Corinthians 4:6
The Christingle Service carries a deep message of God’s love and is a particularly
special way to give thanks for this gift of love for us, and to reach out together to
help some of the more disadvantaged children and young people in our society.
During the service Christingle oranges will be given to everyone who brings a gift
of money in the candle collecting box. (If the money can be gift-aided this would
greatly enhance the amount the Society receives).
All the money raised will be used to help the Children’s Society continue to take
direct action to support disadvantaged children and young people all over the UK.
All are welcome at this service.
If you would like a collecting candle, they will be available from the beginning of
November at:
St Mary’s Church
St Nicolas’ Church
St Mary’s Infant School
St Mary’s Junior School
Prestbury Village Stores
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October Diary and Calendar
Saturday

4

1530

SUNDAY

5

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Tue

7

SUNDAY 12

baptism

St Nicolas

Harvest Lunch

St Nicolas

1530

Baptism

St Mary’s

1430

St Mary’s Infant School Harvest Service

TRINITY 17
1530

Celebrate! Service & 10th anniversary celebration with
Bishop Martyn

1530

Baptism

St Nicolas

Wed

15

1430

Welcome on Wednesday

St Nicolas

Fri

17

1400

Art Group

St Nicolas

Sat

18

St Luke

SUNDAY 19

TRINITY 18

Mon

20

1930

Tue
Wed

LMT

St Nicolas

21

All Saints PCC

St Nicolas

22

Musica Vera Rehearsal

St Nicolas

SUNDAY 26

LAST AFTER TRINITY

Tue

St Simon & St Jude

Wed

28
29

1930

Mothers Union

St Nicolas

1900

Musica Vera Rehearsal

St Nicolas

November Diary and Calendar
Sat

1

All Saints Day

SUNDAY

2

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
1530

Memorial Service
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Walking the Cotswold Way
To walk the Cotswold Way in a week seemed a good idea six months ago when suggested
by a medical school friend, but as the time approached Diane and I needed to stretch our
legs up the Cleeve Hill escarpment, but did not get in the stamina for 15 plus miles each
day! Nevertheless the route was well devised, taking us past lots of ancient and modern
sites up on the escarpment and down in the vale.
The weather was not kind on two
early days but otherwise it was
pleasant walking views. From the
escarpment we could hear skylarks
soar with kestrels, and be drenched
by the birdsong in misty morning
beech woods.
On those days we passed several hill
forts
on
naturally
defended
promontories with impressive and
varied mounds and ditches even
after 5000 years. Nearby were burial
mounds with orientations possibly to sunrise. Belas Knap was a much-needed shelter on a
particularly wet day, but the deep soaking baths were wonderful!
Accommodation was mostly B and B where homemade cake and tea was the prize before
pub supper. The houses of villages started golden yellow, but gradually became a greyer
tone south of Stroud, and stone tiles replaced thatch. The path went through small village
churchyards, at one of which we
helped prepare for a wedding,
then past grand wool churches
and the ruins of Hailes Abbey. In
Dursley we went into Father
Michael’s new church, St James
the Great, only to bump in to him
on the pavement outside! Tea,
cakes and catch up were most
welcome as the rain passed over.
(Continues on page 23)
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The Children’s Corner
This Month’s Theme is Birds!
Birds fly all over the Bible - from beginning to end – taking part in stories and
acting as a symbol for many things – for hope, adventure, protection, for God’s
love and for God Himself.
 In the Bible's first book, Genesis, God hovers over the face of the water like
a dove.
 Abraham, in the Old Testament, has to shoo birds away from his offering.
 A raven flies to feed the prophet Elijah when he is stranded in the desert.
 A pigeon accompanies Jesus on his first visit to the temple (New Testament).
 The rooster announces Peter's betrayal on the night before Jesus dies.
 Jesus compared himself to a mother hen: ‘how often would I have gathered
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings’ (Luke).

Wordsearch Time!
How many words relating to birds and flight can you find?
Cockerel

Fly

Raven

Beak

Dove

Hen

Peace

Sky

Vulture

Wings

Flight

Sign

F
E
Z
S
S
W
I
N
G
S

O
H
R
W
B
K
B
A
B
I
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A familiar story is that of Noah, from Genesis 6-8.
“The descendants of Adam and Eve had become evil and wicked, and God was sorry He
had ever created mankind. He decided that the only thing to do was to destroy them all
and start all over again! But there was one man, Noah, who was obedient to God. God
asked Noah to carry out a plan for him. He asked Noah to build a large boat, called an Ark.
He told him to make it 150 metres long, 25 metres wide and 15 metres high. It was to have
three decks, be divided into rooms and have a door in the side. God then told Noah to
bring a pair of every living animal into the Ark! One male and one female of every animal
and bird, with all the food they would need. Noah obeyed God and did exactly as he was
told, but it took him many years to collect all the animals he needed. When he was ready
God told Noah to go into the Ark with his wife, sons and their wives.
Then it began to rain, and did not stop until all the earth and all the mountains were
covered. All the animals left on earth died, but the Ark floated, saving those inside.
Eventually the rain stopped and the water began to go down, until the Ark came to rest on
the mountains at Ararat. Noah sent out a dove, to see if it would find land, but it returned.
When he sent it again, it returned with an olive leaf.
After a whole year on board, God told Noah he could leave the Ark with all the animals,
and they could multiply again all over the earth.
After leaving the Ark, Noah built an altar and worshipped God, who promised never again
to destroy the earth. As a sign of his promise a rainbow appeared”.
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Fun Bird Feeder!
Here’s a really fun and simple activity for small and older children alike.
 All you need is: Coloured pipe
cleaners, Cheerios (or similar)
and string!
 First bend a pipe cleaner into a
‘V’ shape.
 Then thread on the Cheerios,
leaving a few gaps so you can
see the colourful pipe cleaner.
 Bend the ends to make a heart
shape and twist.
 Use string to hang the hearts from a tree in your garden! Once the birds
find them they will be super-chirpy!!!

Enter our colouring COMPETITION and win a book!
Colour in the picture of Noah and the dove on the next page, and hand it to one
of the Celebrate! team on or before the 12th October or pop it through the
door at Maidenham, Mill St, Prestbury (behind the church). If you are a winner
you will receive a lovely book appropriate to your age, and you will also see your
colourful picture featured in the next magazine! Please remember to put your
name, age and email address/phone number on the back ….so we can tell you if
you have won!

My name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Age . . . . . . . . .

Telephone or email . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(Continued from page 18)
It was then up and down and up again to
Tindale’s monument about North Nibley, on
towards Old Sodbury with yet more large earth
works and a Millenium commemoration; an
Owl and Swift tower.
We were able to chat with several other
walkers and usually found common ground,
including an Australian who had grown up in
Diane’s family town, and went to the Ladies’
College before her! The escarpment became
more rolling with parkland houses. Dyrham
Park is well worth a visit, and Bath, of course,
very grand, finishing at The Abbey.
David and Diane Lyle
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From the Registers
Baptisms
July
August

Weddings
August
Funerals
July

August

20 Ella Criddle
Nicola Daniels (adult)
27 Sophia Skal
3 Henrik Craven-Webb
24 Isla-Rose Grainger
Katie Barnes (adult)
Jacob Holder
31 Max Reeves
Rocco Fry
1 Joseph Santy & Sophie Mills
9 Mark Howgego & Emma Hines
11
17
23
25
31
8
21

Gerhard Schmit
Mark Jones
Barbara Lyle
Evelyn Arnot
Justine McDowell
Mervyn Handscombe
Gladys Murton

Burials of ashes
July
28 Charles Harrison
August
1 Patricia Caldwell
John Boxwell
8 Laurence Bloor
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World Scout Jamboree update by Rachel Jackson
Since my last article, despite a few exams, I have been having loads of fun and adventures.
As a unit we recently attended Malvern Challenge, a huge scout camp on Cleeve Hill with
over 5,000 scouts on site, to fundraise. We sold all sorts of things, but the most popular
was definitely our duck woggles. These were small, novelty rubber ducks which we spent
hours cutting holes in so they could be used to fasten together a scout neckerchief.
We also did some interesting team-building activities. Our leaders made us get into pairs
with someone in the unit we didn't know very well and tied us together. Then we were
made to walk up Cleeve Hill whilst getting to know the other person. We were made to
ask our partners strange questions - like when was the last time your threw up? Or have
you ever farted in the bath! We were also squirted with ice cold water from a water pistol
if we separated! Although it was very strange, it was a great team-building exercise as we
got to know each other a lot better.
We also had a unit training camp where we met some of the Cornish people in our unit.
We did lots of fun activities; my favourite was the "Glosopoly" we were given a list of iconic
places to visit around Gloucestershire, and we had to take a silly picture of our whole
group in each of the places to score points, a bit like monopoly! We also had our picture
taken with the Japanese cranes at Slimbridge Wetlands Centre to promote our journey to
Japan.
Recently, I was selected as one of three from my unit to go to Manchester to take part in a
scout speak up training course where I learnt a variety of media skills, eg how to talk to the
media and give interviews on the radio, television and in print. This was a great weekend as
not only did I learn new skills to promote the Jamboree, I also met others taking part in the
Jamboree from all over the country and made many new friends.
I hope you will be able to come to my next fundraiser, a quiz night at Prestbury Hall on
Bouncers Lane on Saturday 4th October.
Rachel Jackson

Angus to the Rescue
For many years Kay Canning and her two dogs, Angus and Ailsa, have been a regulars at the
8.00 service in St Mary’s on Friday morning. On one Friday morning in August, Ailsa had
just died and instead William, the new puppy, came for the first time. Almost as soon as I
started the service, William began to growl and even barked at one time.
Undaunted, Kay put him on a lead and went to the legilium to read the first lesson and the
Psalm. When she finished, it was my turn to read the Gospel, but before that I tried to
mollify William by sitting on the altar steps and trying to encourage him to come to me not too successfully. It was at this point that Angus came to the rescue. He came over for
a stroke which, of course, encouraged William to do the same. A couple of strokes for
William and he immediately flipped over to have his tummy rubbed. Job done - thanks to
Angus to the rescue.
Fr Peter
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Book Review
Saturday 7th June was St Nicolas Plant Sale and also the day when, over a cup of tea, your
editor and Beryl Elliott discussed the possibility of writing an occasional book review for
the magazine. Independently, we had been mulling over the possibility for some time and
were surprised and delighted, not merely that we could look at this venture jointly, but also
to find that within a matter of days we had a book to review! Revd Liz suggested that we
may like to review a book called Being a Curate: Stories of What It's Really Like, for which she
had written a chapter. The book was due out in a matter of days. Beryl ordered two
copies of the book, published by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, and
below you will find our reviews.
~~~~~~
Here is a book written in the first place for future
curates, and anyone else who will be part of their
journey – fellow-clergy, families, churchwardens.
Might it have anything for the rest of us?
Each chapter is the contribution of a minister in the
Church of England – bishop, priest, or deacon.
After chapters on ordination training, the heart of
the book is devoted to the personal stories of a
dozen serving (or recent) curates; finally we are
offered reflections on what makes a successful
curacy, including the honest recognition that things
can sometimes go badly wrong. For us in Prestbury
there is one particular focus of interest: among the
curates offering their stories is Revd Liz Palin, fulltime curate in the North Cheltenham Team
Ministry.
Should you buy this book hoping for a behind-thescenes view of the workings of the North
Cheltenham Team Ministry, you would be
disappointed. But if you have ever wondered what
goes on at the pre-ordination retreat, or thought that “curates nowadays don't look like
curates”, or been surprised when other clergy don't agree that “a curate will ease their
burden”, then you will find a lot here to interest and inform you.
Taken together, these contributions from a large and varied group of men and women leave
us with a heartening picture of the church. As we recall our own clergy present and past,
we may well be grateful for the ministry we receive.
Beryl Elliott
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This book is an informed and readable resource of personal stories and reflections of the
experience of serving as a curate. Albeit the stories are rooted in theological and practical
perspective, they are “down to earth” and valuable, demonstrating just what it means to be
ordained in the Church of England today, in a variety of church traditions and contexts.
During the summer I dipped into this book and was aware of how moved I was by the
honest, open and personal stories. There were aspects which resonated with my own
experience of firstly, practice placements within the field of social work, and secondly, my
subsequent role of practice teacher. To give one example, Jonathan Perkin, Vicar of St
Andrew's Churchdown, focuses in his chapter on “The Relationship between Training
Incumbent and Curate” on just three R's: respect, relationship, and role modelling, out of a
possible 101 ways. I warmed immediately to his story where he drew on visionary and
successful values from John Lewis, highlighting key values and skills within any partnership.
Of particular interest and relevance for all of us living within the Diocese of Gloucester, is
that 8 out of 24 contributors live and work in Gloucestershire. Clergy from within
Gloucestershire are represented in Parts 1 and 2, focussing on ordination training,
ordination, and first steps. The Revd Mike Parsons, priest-in-charge in a council estate in
Gloucester, known for his ability to get science and religion into most topics, addresses
Part 1 as a training principal and Bishop Michael Perham provides a detailed and reflective
perspective on the latter.
Part 3 contains 11 stories on “Being a Curate”. It is here that you will find Liz's story,
together with a further 4 from within the Diocese of Gloucester. Their individual life
stories together with the analytical insight of being a curate, from within a team ministry
setting, to the University of Gloucestershire, makes a good read.
This book, unique in its field, inclusive in terms of age, ethnicity and gender, together with
compelling contributions from within our own county, should encourage readers not only
from within our churches across Gloucestershire, but also from within our communities. I
would also highly commend this book for the caring professions – it has much to offer.
Jean Johnson
Being a Curate: Stories of What It's Really Like, ed. Jonathon Ross-McNairn and Sonia Barron,
SPCK £12.99

St Mary's Bakestall
With the money in hand, plus a donation of £25, we were able to send £60 to Water Aid,
to be Government-matched in support of their “To Be a Girl” campaign.
This is working hard for the relief of young girls forced to trek for many miles to collect
water, dirty water at that, just because they are girls.
Our next Bakestall will be on 19th October, provided by the A-F team.
Margaret Waker & Linda Matthews
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Prestbury WI
On Bank Holiday Monday, the 25th of August, a good many people gathered at Prestbury
WI Hall to experience Prestbury WI ‘On Show’ in spite of the appalling weather. This
replaced the usual Produce Show this year and served to introduce the visitors to the many
skills of WI members. On display were exhibits of craft work of many kinds, knitted
garments and toys, quilted cushion covers and quilts and examples of different types of
embroidery. The Drama Group had costumes on view that had been made by members.
There were exquisite examples of sugar craft flowers; various painting techniques and many
different examples of card making. Lavender bags and crochet hats were being made on the
day and were for sale, as were some of the other items. Visitors could learn how to make
simple origami flowers.
Home-made cakes, pies and preserves were on sale and were available with tea or coffee.
A raffle was drawn and photographs with the theme ‘Water’ were voted for by putting
pennies in a jar. The event was organised by the ‘Produce Show Committee’ who put a lot
of hard work and effort into a very successful event.
At the Prestbury WI Meeting on Monday 13th October, Debbie Houlbooke will be
explaining why women need to have a good fitting bra, in her talk entitled ‘A World of
Lingerie’. She will be talking about how a bra should fit and showing some of the different
shapes and styles available. Information will also be given on the use and fitting of swimwear
and ‘shapewear’. Questions are encouraged and it should be a ‘fun’ evening.
Debbie runs a lingerie shop in Ledbury called ‘Debby and Jilly Lingerie’ and has been in the
business for 6-7 years. She is a farmer’s wife and has three children.
Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of
each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road.
For further information on WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas on 01242 584485.
Sally Alexander, Publicity Officer

Tongue in Cheek?
As we await the appointment of our new Team Rector, this seems like food for thought!
A holy priest makes a fervent people;
A fervent priest makes a pious people;
A pious priest makes a decent people;
A decent priest makes a godless people.
(Dom Choutard, a Cistercian Monk)

Margaret Waker
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Marle Hill WI
Virginia Adsett and Gillian Morss paid us a return visit for our September meeting, this time
they arrived with boxes of 1960’s memorabilia. Recollections of the Kennedy assassination,
Churchill’s state funeral, winning the World Cup, Beeching axing the railways and putting a
man on the Moon amongst others. Barbie and Cindy dolls, Thunderbirds and Sooty and
Sweep, bubble cars, Tupperware and the fashions of the day put everyone in a very
nostalgic mood.
Back to 2014! The evening at Wendy’s was well attended and members enjoyed the variety
of eats brought. A fine afternoon at the Croquet Club, where we had excellent tuition and
a delicious tea served in the interval, proved very popular. We met for an evening at Neal’s
Yard where we had talks and samples and a beneficial hand massage. A craft afternoon at
Wendy’s to discuss decorations for our entry in the Christmas Tree Festival, a couple of
members joined Southam WI for a visit to the SS Great Britain in Bristol, a day of Archery,
a coffee morning at Annette’s, a meal at No 7 and the Autumn Council Meeting have been
on the agenda.
October activities include a bus trip to Oxford to visit the needlework exhibition in the
Ashmolean Museum, a coach trip to London to see the poppies at the Tower of London, a
Group Meeting and a talk on the History of Signals.
At our meeting on Monday 6th October, Josie Albert PhD will tell us of her story of ‘From
Foster to Doctor’. We shall also be collecting some reading matter for the long winter
evenings as there will be a bring-and-buy book stall, so turn out your bookshelves and make
room for some more books! If you would like to join us for the evening you would be
made most welcome at St Nicolas’ Church Hall, Swindon Lane at 7.30pm.
Sara Jefferies

Barbara Lyle
We have been so very deeply touched, almost overwhelmed, by
the many kind messages of sympathy and warm tributes to our
darling mother, Barbara; for all of which we are profoundly grateful.
The task of replying to them all personally is so daunting that we
trust you will not take amiss this printed token of our gratitude
Anthea, Nigel & David
“Life is eternal and love is immortal and
death is only an horizon and an horizon is
nothing save the limit of our sight.”
Bishop Thomas Brett
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Community Corner in The Prestbury Village Stores
Your NEW simply fresh STORE
The lease of our village store has now changed to DARSHAN MISTY and all the staff have
been re-employed.
Do come in and share every TUESDAY MORNING with us between 10 and 11.30 am.
Enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, exchange paperback books and most importantly meet new
friends and have a chat.
Do not be lonely in our friendly village. Everyone is welcome.
The project was launched in April 2012.
Contact Doreen Morris

Offers of help would be appreciated.

Thursday Morning Eucharist, St Mary’s 10.30am
Just a 30 minute service, away from the hubbub of your life. A time to be quiet and
reflective. Followed by a cup of coffee, biscuits and a chat. Do join us, it would be great to
see you. There are usually about18-20 people there and it would be lovely to see a few
new faces. We have a beautiful old church so come and bring a friend too. Such a short
time out of your week.
Doreen Morris

PRESTBURY MEMORIAL TRUST
CHARITY NO. 204970

Prestbury Memorial Trust is a local charity supporting and bringing together the
senior citizens of the parish. We have a very smart, new minibus used on several
days of the week to transport our clients to lunch club, supermarket shopping
and a fitness class. Our current drivers do an excellent job but we are always
looking to recruit volunteers under the age of 70 who would be prepared to give
a couple of hours of their time on a flexible basis to join our team. The minibus
has power steering and training would be given.
If you feel you could help, please contact our Warden, Jenny Roden,
on 01242 579097 ; email : prestburymt@gmail.com
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Summer Tea parties
During August and September, we have all been invited to various Coffee Mornings and Afternoon
Teas, with members of St. Nicolas congregation hosting these events in order to raise funds for our
Community Celebration of Harvest, with Ploughman's lunch. We have had the opportunity not only
to meet our usual friends, but also friends and neighbours of our hosts.
It has been a pleasure to raise funds, whilst at the same time enjoying good company and
such excellent refreshments. Thanks must go to Janet & John, Margaret & Derek, Pat &
Peter, and Joan Aspray for all their hard work on our behalf, particularly as we also had the
chance to view their beautiful gardens at the same time!
Janet Ford

Walking group
As we near the end of our walking programme for this year, it seems a good point for us to
reflect on the amount of fun and fellowship we have enjoyed as we clambered over stiles
and waded through mud! We have walked from Stow, Northleach, Apperley, Withington
and along the Stroudwater canal, and it has been a real opportunity to explore new areas of
the county. The walks are always announced in the pew sheet and new walkers are always
welcome to join us.
Janet Waters
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Wine for a Summer Night
This event was held on Friday 29th August and was attended by forty-eight members and guests.
Originally the event was planned to be held in the garden of Dunelm House, but due to
adverse weather conditions and ominous forecast, the venue was changed to Prestbury Hall.
On arrival, guests were greeted with a glass of Prosecco and a variety of canapés were
available on each table. Five well-known local residents then each presented a wine of their
choice, with everyone attending giving each wine a score from one to ten.
The remit for the presenters was that the wines should cost under £8 and be purchased at
a local supermarket. Adhering to this remit, the wines we sampled were: a Sicilian dry
white wine, (Waitrose), a New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc (ALDI), a Bordeaux Rosé (M & S),
a French Corbières (Waitrose), a French Cabernet Sauvignon (ASDA) and an Australian
Shiraz (Sainsbury's). When the wines had all been tasted and the scores totalled, the wine
having the highest final score was revealed as the Australian Shiraz.

Duncan extolling the virtues of Cabernet Sauvignon

Guests were thoroughly entertained by the quality and humour of the presentations and we also
learnt something about grape varieties, wine producing countries and the British tax system.

Tasting in full flow

Supper Time

Following the tastings we enjoyed a supper of pizza and salads followed by fresh fruit salad,
meringues and ice cream. A thoroughly entertaining and enjoyable evening was had by all.
Phil Dodd
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FRIENDS OF ST.MARY’ WINETASTING
Dear Friends of St. Mary’s,
John and I enjoyed the wine tasting so much that I must write to thank everyone
involved.
Nothing was overlooked. The lighting and table settings set the scene for the
evening.
The canapés with the welcome glass of wine were delicious and we were provided
with plain nibbles to eat between wine tastings. A couple of bottles of water were
also there!
Without the generous support of those who provided and spoke about their choice of
wine the evening would not have been possible---so a special thanks to them.
A tasty home-made supper completed the experience.
Here’s to the next one!
Liz Chantry

Calling all past members of
36th Cheltenham (St Nicolas) Brownies
Wednesday Brownies
We are celebrating the pack turning 50 years old, and would love to get in touch with as
many past members as possible.
Please could you send your name (including previous surname if you are now married) and
email address to Karen Walker (karen.e.walker@blueyonder.co.uk) to be added to an
invitation list!
We have a couple of events in the planning stages.
Karen Walker – Guider in charge

September Coffee Morning/Autumn Bric-a-Brac –Thank You!
A massive thank you to all who attended this event – it was a great success that raised £330
for URC Church funds.

~ 35 ~

October 2014

Prestbury Parish Magazine

~ 36 ~

Prestbury Parish Magazine

October 2014

HISTORY WALK
The annual Prestbury Local History Society (PLHS) history walk, took place on Monday 23rd June, when
twenty-three participants met on the green beside the War Memorial. Jointly led by Michael Cole and
Norman Baker, this year’s route incorporated four places of great historic interest to which members
would not normally have access.
At the start point Michael Cole directed everyone’s attention to the newly refurbished gardens of Idsall,
formerly The Cleevelands, where between the boundary wall along High Street and the driveway to the
house there is a little-regarded stream. The source of this stream is to be found in several springs above
Noverton, but what is so very surprising is that, instead of flowing along the lowest and easiest course
(along High Street and Deep Street) this watercourse flows along the top of an elevated bank. After leaving
Idsall gardens the stream is hidden in a culvert, but further downstream, where we followed, it reappeared
in the churchyard, making a sharp turn at the west end, then disappearing into the Priory gardens. Even
there it does not flow on the lowest ground but is constrained in a channel leading to Mill Street.
The antiquity of this mill leat is a point of crucial importance for the history of Prestbury, whose prosperity
once depended on agriculture and in particular the milling of grain produced on local farms. Michael
conjectured that the diversion of this stream may have been undertaken by the monks of Llanthony
Secunda, who owned both the Noverton area and ‘the Priory’, with the intention of supplementing the
supply to the mill pond at Lower Mill.
There Norman Baker took up the story with a visit to the site of the long-forgotten millpond. For this we
were given the kind permission of Mrs Sue Marsh, at Lower Mill. Standing in her beautifully presented
garden we assembled on a spot within the original pond, now filled in, and could see how the land
contours here gave the important height difference needed for an overshot wheel. Norman was able to
show that, contrary to popular belief, the mill wheel was not at the Mill Street side of the building but at
the opposite end where, before its conversion to residential use in the 1920s, the range of buildings
farthest from the road had three floors, through which the grain descended in the standard mill layout, as
may be seen in the restored working mill at Stanway.
From there we moved on to Home Farm where we were able to stand in the yard and view a variety of
buildings which were the foundation of farm life. Around us we saw the old farmhouse, the great barn
(both from the early eighteenth century), the stables, granary and dairy unit, and the cider mill, its nowdisused wheel making a feature in the farmyard. We are grateful to Mrs Jane Banwell for access to this site.
Our excursion continued on foot over Bow Bridge and up to Park Lane where, thanks to the kind
permission of Mrs Kate Buxton, we were able to enter an ancient moated site, which formerly surrounded
Prestbury’s oldest known building. Of this all that now remains are foundations under the turf where we
gathered under the lone sycamore tree. Here we found ourselves closely regarded by fifteen curious
alpacas. When standing beside the moat itself we could see how, despite centuries of disuse, the banks
were well formed and still contained water. As Michael explained, the site was excavated by archaeologist
Helen O’Niel in 1951, an ample report being published in the Transactions of the Bristol & Gloucestershire
Archaeology Society, 1956. Her dig produced many potsherds dating from about 1180 to the sixteenth
century. During most of this period it was used principally as a hunting lodge by the Bishop of Hereford,
the associated park being enclosed by wooden paling several miles in length, surrounding not only the
present-day racecourse (still called Prestbury Park) but also Hunting Butts Farm, together with associated
land stretching all the way to the former parish boundary near Swindon Village.
Following on from this visit we were invited by Mr & Mrs Davies, of Spring Lane, to walk through their
grounds, which are surrounded by another rectangular moat, possibly used originally for the outbuildings,
stables etc., associated with the Bishop’s ‘manor house’. This secondary moat, though it has been filled in
and built over at several points, was surprising well preserved and deep at the north-western side.
For details of the PLHS visit their website: www.prestburyhistory.btck.co.uk
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Bay Tree Court Care Centre Chef Wins Unilever Chef Day Awards
Chefs across the UK attended a Unilever Chef day in September, where new recipes,
creative meal ideas and industry best practice were discussed and demonstrated.
One of the most enjoyable of the day's demonstrations saw a range of new finger food
ideas for care home residents being created, all of which being healthy and easy to prepare
and serve. Some of the many recipes included a range of innovative and tasty sponges, ideal
for accompanying other delicious ingredients. Flavours included Apple & Ginger, Beetroot
& Chilli, Carrot & Cumin, Courgette & Cardamom and Swede & Mixed Spice.
Blind tasting was conducted on a range of other foods, from gravies to sponge cakes and
Unilever nutritionists answered questions from the assembled Chefs, before taking their
places on the judging panel to determine the day’s “Master Chef”.
Many congratulations go to Carl Sloman, Head Chef at Bay Tree Court Care Centre in
Prestbury, who won the best tasting and best presented meal of the day.
Why not arrange your visit to Bay Tree Court at lunchtime and find out for yourself what
the judges saw (and tasted) in Carl's cooking? If you would like to find out more or make
your booking, please contact Sue Smith on Tel: 01242 236000.
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES
St Mary’s, Prestbury
Sunday
08.00
09.30
11.00
18.30
Monday
09.00
09.30
Wednesday 09.00
19.30
Thursday
10.30
Friday
08.00
Saturday
09.30

Said Eucharist
Celebrate! All-age worship
Sung Eucharist
Evensong
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist

St Nicolas, Prestbury
Sunday
09.30
Sung Eucharist
Tuesday
09.00
Morning Prayer
10.00
Said Eucharist
Daily (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays)
17.00
Evening Prayer
All Saints
Sunday

Thursday

08.00
10.30
18.30
09.00
11.15

Said Mass
Sung Mass
Choral Evensong
Morning Prayer
Said Mass

St Mary Magdalene
Sundays 1st,2nd,3rd& 4th10.30
5th
10.30
or
18.30

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Songs of Praise

(alternates with St Lawrence. On the Sundays we
host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)

St Lawrence, Swindon Village is temporarily closed between June and October whilst
building work is being undertaken. Meanwhile services are as follows:
1st Sunday of the month
10.30 Together at Ten Thirty will meet in the hall of Swindon Village Primary School
18.30 - Holy Communion in Swindon Village Hall
All other Sundays
09.30

Holy Communion at St Nicolas, Swindon Lane, Prestbury

10.30

Service at St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke (see weekly News Sheet for details)

18.30

Evensong in Swindon Village Hall
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Finding a Home
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! My soul longs, indeed it faints
for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. Even
the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her
young, at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise.
Psalm 84:1-4 (NRSV)
One of the pleasures of having a garden is the presence of small birds. At the beginning of
the summer I enjoyed the company of a young robin whenever I was weeding. As the
weeks passed I watched it mature from brown speckled baby plumage to the more familiar
orange-red of an adult. Another delight is the birdbath: if I hear splashing I stop what I am
doing and watch the entertainment as the bird dips and flutters. And the singing!
Sometimes a softly penetrating tweet causes me to look up and up, and there, perched on
the very highest branch, is a goldfinch, often answered by a second, swaying at the top of
another tree. And they are so pretty, with their red and white patches and yellow stripes.
Blackbird song never fails to lift my spirits. Sometimes I envy them the time to sit and sing.
But I can learn from them – they make homes, find food, rear their children, and then sing.
If I work as diligently as they, then I also can enjoy time to relax.
Jesus recognised that birds work and play, live and die, without all the thinking and worrying
that people do. Sparrows are considered almost worthless, two a penny, and yet God
notices what is happening to them (Matthew 10:29). Birds neither sow nor reap, yet God
feeds them (Matthew 6:26). People are at least equal in value to birds and so we are told
to not be anxious, but to trust that God will provide for us too. That does not mean not
working if we are able; after all, the birds would not find the food if they did not go out and
look for it, but it does mean going about our everyday life with and for God, working for
him, spending time with him and trusting him.
There are two verses that I particularly like. I love the image in Isaiah 40:31 of the eagle
soaring up above all the minutiae of ground-life. What does it mean to ‘wait on the Lord’?
I think it means taking time to be with God, listening, praying, reading his word. If we do
this, we will be refreshed and our spiritual strength renewed.
The other verse is from Psalm 84, quoted at the top of this article. Do I go to church out
of habit, or do I consciously go to be close to God? Of course God does not only dwell in
buildings, but there is something comforting about these two little birds, the sparrow and
the swallow, building nests and making their homes in God’s house, right at the altar. I too
can make my spiritual home that close to God.
Frances Murton
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