
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2015                                                      60p 

  

www.prestbury.net 



 

Parish Directory 

    

Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk (01242) 244373   

St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 
The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am 

in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury,  GL50 4PA 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 

the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933 
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Project Pilgrim 

The 21st century mission to be in tune with heaven and in touch with daily life 

As a young child in Stockport, a visit to our Cathedral in Chester in the days when 
few families owned their own cars, entailed an 80 mile round trip, usually in a 

battered charabanc of doubtful reliability. The expedition required a picnic, plastic 
mac, the box brownie camera, travel sickness tablets and spare clothes for the 

children who fell in the river. But it was the highlight of the parish year; an adventure 
looked forward to by everyone. 

A Cathedral is the mother church of a Diocese and contains the Cathedra, the 
Bishop’s seat. Every parish in the Diocese looks to its Bishop for spiritual guidance 

and the Cathedral is a place where all are welcome.  

Gloucester Cathedral is an ancient church of great beauty and offers daily worship 

and welcome, all at no charge. It’s easy for us to drop in for the occasional service, 
stop off at the coffee shop or take advantage of special Diocesan events.  But 

sometimes we can be guilty of taking our Cathedral for granted, because it’s only 
“just down the road”. 

Recently, the Cathedral Chapter has launched a new venture and is developing a 
vision that any one of our churches could be proud to emulate. “Project Pilgrim” aims 

to bring the Cathedral’s heritage and religious purpose to life, so that people of all 
ages, backgrounds and faiths can have the opportunity to learn about it and respond 
to it in ways which are personal for them. 

By the time you read this letter, our new Team Rector will have arrived and we will 
be having new conversations and building new relationships. As we begin another 

year in the North Cheltenham Team, we too will be given fresh opportunities to find 
new ways of responding to God’s love in our personal and corporate life. 

Perhaps you already have a clear idea of what you will achieve this year. If so, then 
beware! The best way to make God laugh is to tell him your plans. It’s my prayer that 

each one of us will be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and discern God’s 
purpose for our future together, so that we too may be in tune with heaven and in 

touch with daily life. 

Almighty God, 
you have given your Holy Spirit to the Church to lead us into all truth: 
bless with the Spirit’s grace and presence 
the clergy and people of the North Cheltenham Team. 
Keep us steadfast in faith and united in love, 
that we may manifest your glory and prepare the way of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen 

Deacon Jennifer 
 

  Cover Picture:   Gloucester Cathedral from the cathedral’s archives 
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Editorial team page 

On behalf of the Magazine team, contributors and readers, I am delighted to welcome 

Canon David, as our new North Cheltenham Team Rector and his family on their arrival in 

Prestbury. 

Many of you will have met Canon David, and share enduring memories of his licensing 

service by Bishop Martyn.  He contributed a chapter to the recently published book ‘Being A 

Curate’, which we reviewed in October and which has been read with genuine interest by 

many Parishioners.   You will find his first magazine message on page 3 opposite.  

We also welcome Maggie Morris, our latest magazine contributor.  Maggie has lived in 

Prestbury since 1985.  Following a career in paediatric and general nursing in hospitals, she 

diversified into Community nursing, and eventually as a health visitor in a town practice. 

Her father spent the last 11 months of his life at Bay Tree Court. It is therefore fitting that 

she launches the Magazine’s 2015 initiative of community issues with personal and 

professional insight into Bay Tree Court Care Centre (page 33). 

The response to this month’s theme ‘Cathedrals’ is diverse. Stella Caney writes of tragedy 

in Christchurch, NZ, (pages 18-19). Tudor Williams (pages 28-29) explores the Crucible2 

Exhibition at Gloucester Cathedral and David Williams (pages 9-13) crafts an inspiring tour 

of Canterbury Cathedral to whet all our appetites ! 

Within these pages you will read how the impact of a great Cathedral affects all of us 

differently. It is my experience that this impact changes as we age.  In the ‘50’s I travelled 

with cousins by bus from our Grandmother’s home into Salisbury. Approaching Old Sarum 

we strained to see who would be the first to call out ‘Spire’.  It is an immense structure. 

The top of the stone spire is over 400 feet above the ground and the spire alone is 180 feet 

high.  I return annually and it is now the sight of the Cathedral School, which my Father 

attended, that has the greater impact.  

In September 2014 we visited Canterbury Cathedral and attended evensong sung by the 

girls’ choir, founded in 2014. Aware that this is one of the most important buildings in the 

world and arguably the finest architecturally in England I still marvel at the impact of the 

awe-inspiring girls’ choir. Sitting opposite them in the quire I was struck how Canterbury 

Cathedral is at the forefront of change. 

Feedback concerning The Children’s Corner means changes! This will now be printed 

separately from the Magazine and available as a stand-alone leaflet available in our churches. 

We would be grateful for more feedback. It is essential for our development and 

knowledge. Please note, we are listening to your comments re print-size! 

Jean Johnson 

 

 

March Magazine Deadline:  Saturday 7 February 2015 

 Future Themes :  March  Friendship 

     April  Flowers and Gardens  
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From your Team Rector 

Clergy traditionally start these magazine messages with “Dear Friends” or similar, but in 

this case that would not yet be true since, as I write this, I have met only very few of you. 

You have placed considerable trust in your Parish Reps, who in turn have placed 

considerable trust in me in inviting Bishop Martyn to appoint me as your new parish priest 

and Team Rector, and we do indeed look forward to getting to know you in the weeks to 

come. For now, I guess I must start . . . : 

Dear Friends-to-be, 

 Thank you, all. Thank you for inviting Angela and me to join your community. Thank 

you too for the welcome and help we are already receiving from the Churchwardens and 

PCCs. Many of you I know are long term residents in your respective parishes, and we shall 

greatly value your local knowledge. In contrast, Angela and I have hitherto led a rather 

nomadic life. Both of us were born, brought up, and went to school in London. We met 

when we both went to Southampton University in 1972, and married when we graduated in 

1975, Angela in English & History and me as an Aeronautical Engineer. I had already been 

accepted into the Royal Air Force and sponsored through university, and so I embarked on 

what was to become over 30 years’ service as an RAF Engineer, during which time Angela 

also qualified as a teacher, we had four children: Michael (now 38), Tom (35), Tim (30), and 

Hannah (21), as well as 22 different houses, a miscellany of small mammals, rodents, and 

fish, and 8 cats  -  one daughter and 3 cats still live with us!!! We have moved over the 

length and breadth of the UK, from Cornwall to north Scotland, and from Wales to East 

Anglia, as well as 18 months living at Mount Pleasant Airfield on the Falkland Islands. 

Throughout my service in the RAF, we almost always lived in RAF married quarters and felt that, 

for us, it was right to support and attend the local RAF church or the local parish church. Thus, 

as a family, we have experienced a wide range of church traditions and theological approaches, in 

many different parts of the UK, and our shared faith has strengthened our relationship 

throughout and never let us down. Through such a variety of experience, I have also come to 

value more consciously the sacramental traditions and seasonal patterns of my upbringing. Our 

Christian heritage is still the best story humanity has ever known – we simply need to make it 

relevant, understandable, and accessible within our modern culture. 

I finished my Service career with a 3 year tour at RAF Innsworth, during which time we 

were able to train for ordained ministry through the West of England Ministerial Training 

Course. I was ordained in 2005 to serve my curacy in Matson, and Angela was ordained a 

year later, also joining the team in Matson. It is something of a novelty for us to have stayed 

in one city for over 12 years, after so many years travelling and moving house. We have 

come to know and love Gloucestershire and are looking forward to this new role, in and 

around Cheltenham. 

That said, as Christians, we are a pilgrim people and it is our Christian purpose to move 

forward always seeking to be the people God calls us to be, in this life and the next. We 

are all God’s gift to each other, and we hope and pray that we can work together to follow 

that pilgrim path and build up the corner of God’s kingdom which is this benefice. 

With every blessing, 

David Smith  
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Our Heritage of Cathedrals 

I hardly need to remind you that we are fortunate and blessed in this country to have so 

many historic and beautiful cathedrals.  You may have visited many of them and will have 

remembered the quiet atmosphere for years afterwards.  I remember my first visit to a 

cathedral as a youngster. Winchester Cathedral was within cycling distance and I cycled 

with a friend.  It was an experience to remember.  I came away with many memory 

snippets.  I remember St Swithin’s memorial.  You will know that, against his wishes, they 

buried him outside the building and so we have the story that it would rain for forty days 

and nights if it rains on St Swithin’s day.  I also remember a gravestone, which 

commemorated a man who was said to have died from drinking ‘small beer’ (whatever that 

was).  I remember the statue of the diver who spent hours and hours submerged in 

darkness as he saved the building slipping down into the marsh ground.  Most of all I 

remember being impressed with the sheer size and beauty and grandeur of the building.  I 

marvel at the dedication and skill of those men of long ago who ‘worked to the glory 

of God’. 

As you know, cathedrals in the Middle Ages were not 

the quiet, reverential places of worship we know 

today. In Lincoln, for example, the central nave or aisle 

was where pilgrims chatted and shared news; there 

would have been an elaborately carved stone screen 

to separate the ordinary people in the nave from the 

priests and monks worshiping and singing in the 

choir.  Nowadays we have become used to imaginative 

uses of such as seeing the TV Antiques Road Show 

coming from various cathedrals. 

The buildings were elaborate and brightly coloured 

before much of the interior decoration and original 

medieval art was destroyed during the Reformation and the Civil War.  Now only traces 

remain of the vibrant colours that were often whitewashed out of existence.  Now we have 

light projected on to walls and roofs creating a lovely quality of atmosphere. 

I have tried to picture how such huge buildings were built and I’ve been helped from TV 

programmes which enact the building methods of the Middle Ages.  I marvel at their 

achievement.  Medieval workers worked with the most basic of tools and in conditions that 

modern day health and safety laws would forbid.  However, for all this, the most common 

driving force was to build a magnificent building for the greater glory of God. 

In thinking about the position of a cathedral the people in charge at Gloucester tried to 

encapsulate their vision of aims and purposes. 

They wish to be ‘in tune with heaven’, through worship, prayer and service, and will 

continue ‘in touch with daily life’, so that the mission and ministry which they undertake in 

Jesus’ name can make a real difference to the way in which people live their lives. 

Thank God for our cathedrals and for the dedication of the builders. 

Ralph Griffin  



February 2015  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 6 ~ 

 

St Mary’s plaster fall – what next? 

I am sure that everyone reading this article is aware that a large piece of plaster fell from 

the ceiling of St Mary’s church in October. As a result the church had to be closed for a 

number of weeks whilst the entire nave ceiling was inspected and the church made safe for 

people to enter. 

To carry out this inspection an amazing piece of machinery called an ‘articulated spider’ was 

used to provide safe working access to the ceiling. Following the inspection, the church 

architect made the decision that the whole of the nave ceiling should be covered with a 

fine-meshed pvc netting to prevent any further falls of plaster reaching the ground. 

   
         The Damaged Ceiling                                                  The Spider arrives      
 
Following completion of the installation of the netting the architect advised that, in order to 

carry out a long-term repair of the ceiling, it would be necessary to install scaffolding from 

which the repair work could be safely carried out. 

Every five years, as some of you will know, the church building has to be inspected by a 

nominated architect who then produces a report, the quinquennial inspection report, which 

includes recommendations for repair and maintenance work that should be carried out 

over the following five year period. As far back as 2009 the architect recommended 

cleaning the interior walls and redecorating the ceilings inside the church. As you can 

imagine the cost of this work is very high and at that time the PCC was not in a position to 

undertake this work. In 2014 St Mary’s found itself in a very fortunate position as following 

the death of a local resident the church was left a significant legacy. The terms of this legacy 

restrict its use to maintenance and improvement of St Mary’s church building. 

Perhaps you can see where this article is heading. 

At the PCC meeting in November it was agreed to set up a project team to produce an 

action plan for the long-term refurbishment and development of St Mary’s church. 
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The project team members nominated by the PCC are: Phil Dodd (Team Leader), Ken 

Bradbury, Lynda Hodges, Colin Holman, Margaret Holman, David Price and Mary Turner. 

Fr Stephen is being kept up to date with the group’s work and following his arrival Fr David 

will of course be involved. 

The group met for the first time in December and agreed that the scope of the restoration 

work should include: cleaning the internal masonry, fitting insulation panels to the nave 

ceiling and north transept (original organ chamber) – thin panels will be fitted between the 

beams so that the appearance of the ceiling remains unaltered – cleaning and decorating 

painted areas, improving the interior lighting, improving the sound system and checking the 

electrical wiring and sockets. 

As can be seen from the list above there is a lot of work to be done. This will require a lot 

of thought and planning to ensure St Mary’s remains the beautiful and attractive church that 

it has been over many centuries whilst meeting the needs of the current congregation. 

Further information will be displayed in church as the planning progresses, but if you have 

any questions or comments you would like to make regarding this work then please speak 

to Phil Dodd or one of the churchwardens. 

Phil Dodd 
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CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 

This August Mary and I stayed with my cousins in Surrey. Upon being asked if there was 

anywhere we would like to visit in the region I immediately suggested Canterbury 

Cathedral, for we had never been there. Of course we had seen it on television and history 

books and knew about its great importance to the 

history of the country.  Following a short journey and 

quick cup of coffee in the narrow Canterbury streets 

we arrived at the Cathedral gate. 

This was no ordinary gate house, as you can see.  The 

entrance charge paid for and we were straight away 

in the precincts of the most grand of buildings.  A 

plaque near the porch registers that Canterbury 

Cathedral has been identified by the World Heritage 

Convention for inclusion on its list of those sites of 

Exceptional Universal Value.” 

 

 

continues over   
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Overawed and lost inside the building it took a little while to gain my bearings,  I know the 

altar lies in the east end, but there seemed so much to take in all at once, which way round 

am I? 

How about this for a grand font? I guess the lid is no longer lowered, for it looks so grand 

and heavy.  As for the pulpit its brilliance and detail surpasses anything else I have seen with 

its statues on the handrail leading to the pulpit itself.  The Nave pulpit  was installed in 1896 

and the figures are those of St Gregory the Great and St Augustine of Canterbury  

                      

 

The tall slender columns and high roof with the lack of stained glass gives the nave an 

unexpected plainness for such an important building, giving a sense of exultation as pilgrims 

of the past and today would feel.   The stained glass had been destroyed at the Reformation 

and by The Puritans, the guide book tells me.  

As you can see from the two pictures, the two parts of the cathedral are very different to 

each other.  The Quire and Presbytery are Romanesque with their rounded arches 

compared to the early mediaeval ones of the Nave.  You move from one church into 

another.  It is the size and space of the Quire and beyond which is so impressive. 

 

        
Looking east from the west end of the nave            View looking east from the quire steps    

 continues on page 13   
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CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL continued from page 10 

 

Then we move into the area where some of the great names 

associated with Canterbury are to be found.   The effigies of the 

Black Prince and King Henry IV and his second wife Queen Joan. 

Look up Wikipedia for a fascinating piece of history of Henry and 

his wife. 

Is there no memorial for the most famous of the Saints of 

Canterbury?  I look around and on the way out spot a plaque to St Thomas Becket which 

tells of the candle which marks the place where the shrine once stood, for it was destroyed 

in 1538.   This was done when Henry VIII closed down the monastries and it was said the 

21 carts were needed to carry away the treasures.  There still flickers the candle that 

marks the spot where he was slain. 

 

After leaving the Cathedral through the Cloisters, we went into the Chapter House with 

the Archbishop’s throne under a splendid 15th Century ceiling.  The Chapter house is the 

largest in the country with its rectangular shape, though mostly empty now.     

So our very memorable tour came to an end of what was a truly astonishing revelation of 

one of the largest cathedrals in Great Britain.  We have visited York Minster recently, but 

were not prepared for the immensity of the whole building here in Canterbury.  

I hope this article will encourage the readers who have never seen this great icon to visit it 

themselves.  Obviously I have only touched on some of its highlights. Go and see for 

yourself.  

David Williams 
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Forthcoming Events 

 

Welcome on Wednesday at St Nicolas 

The next welcome afternoon is on 18th February at 2.15 onwards.   Do come and join us 

for tea, coffee, homemade cakes and friendship.  Bring a friend too. 

Janet Ford 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S AGM  

St Mary’s Church,     Thursday, 26th February, 6.50pm 

Apart from the business of the meeting itself, we hope that this will be an occasion to 

celebrate five years of The Friends existence and to thank all those who have made such a 

generous financial contribution to the fund for the upkeep of the church. Please come if you 

can. The inducements are drinks and what Lynda Hodges describes as ‘posh nibbles’. 

At the meeting Phil Dodd will regretfully be relinquishing his role as Secretary of The 

Friends. He will be much missed. We are therefore looking for someone with secretarial 

skills to join the committee. If anyone reading this might be interested in joining, or knows 

someone else who might be interested, please give me a call. Being part of a team which 

generates c.60% of The Friends income from non-churchgoers can be quite satisfying. 

Jim) Mackie 

 

 

Coffee Mornings at Prestbury URC 

Please do join us in 2015 at our monthly coffee mornings on the first Saturday of the 

month.  Tea and coffee are served along with our famous toasted teacakes or scones and 

cream (depending on the season).  There is always a raffle and a stall selling a selection of 

books, cakes, savouries and bric-a-brac. 

This is a popular event where you will be sure of seeing some friendly faces and maybe 

making some new friends as well. 

The February Coffee Morning is on Saturday 7th February at 10.30. 

The Coffee Morning in March will be combined with a Bric-a-Brac Sale giving you a chance 

to have a bit of a Spring Clean (or to pick up a bargain)!  Good Quality items only please. 
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Church Walks 

Our church walks will resume on 7th March with a gentle, flat urban walk around historic 

Gloucester. It will be about 2 miles in length, and on pavements so walking boots are not 

needed. Hopefully this should set us up for an exciting programme of diverse walks 

throughout the year. We meet in the car park at St Nicolas at 9.30am to arrange car 

shares.  All walks will be announced in the notice sheet. New walkers are always welcome. 

Janet Waters 

 

  

 

Food for Thought 
An illustrated talk at St Nicolas Church 

The Theology of Mission 

Saturday 7th February at 7pm 

Revd Damian Feeney  

Vice Principal of St Stephen’s House, Oxford 
Damian came to worship at St Nicolas on his arrival to Cheltenham as a newly 
qualified teacher of music.  He became choir master and organist at St Nicolas and 

also sang alto with the choir at St Mary’s.   Damian later studied at Chichester 
Theological College and found himself in the same year as Fr Michael. 

Between 1996 & 2009 Damian held a variety of posts in the Diocese of Blackburn, 
combining parish ministry with Diocesan and National work as a missioner.  He has 

particular experience of church planting having initiated 2 congregations in housing 
estates. 

His interests lie in the Theology of Mission and Theological Ethics.   He was a 
member of the working party, which produced the Mission-shaped Church report.  

He is also a team member of “Leading your Church into Growth” and a member of 
the College of Evangelists.  



February 2015  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 16 ~ 

 

Lent across the Team 

This year Lent begins on Wednesday 18 February.  Ash Wednesday services in the team are: 

1030 St Mary’s Said Eucharist with imposition of ashes 

1930 St Nicolas Sung Eucharist with imposition of ashes 

1930 All Saints Sung Mass with imposition of ashes 

1900 St Lawrence Holy Communion 

 

 

SOUL SPARK 

Soul Spark is a short course exploring prayer and spiritual growth through prayer, 

reflection and sharing developed by the Revd Nick Helm.  Details of the course can be 

found in Nick’s Grove Booklet of the same title (S 96) and on the Soul Spark website: 

www.course2.soulspark.org.uk 

One of two pilot groups is currently planned in the North Cheltenham Team, to which 

members of other churches who would like to attend are warmly invited.  If you think you 

would like to participate in the North Cheltenham course (on Monday evenings in Lent) 

please let Revd Liz know  liz.palin@northchelt.org.uk or  01242 575547.  

 

 

Please refer to the weekly Pew Sheets for Lent courses across the team. 

 

A small selection of titles for those who want some private devotional studies is available 
from Deacon Jennifer. 

 

 

Mothering Sunday at St Mary's - 15th March 2015 

As part of our Mothering Sunday celebrations, we would like to ask for your continued 

valued support in donating posies for our Sunday services. 

All posies can be delivered to St Mary's on the morning of Saturday, 14th March, where you 

can place them in water buckets by the font. 

For further information, please contact Becky Evans. 

We very much appreciate your kindness in helping all our mums to share the joys of this 

special day. 

Becky Evans  
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February  Diary  and  Calendar 
SUNDAY 1 PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 

  1530 Baptism of Gracie Godfrey St Mary’s 

Tue 3 Anskar, archbishop, missionary 

Sat 7 0830-1300 Diocesan Synod Meeting St Nicolas 

  1900 Food for Thought St Nicolas 

SUNDAY 8 SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

  1530 Baptism of Milo Fish St Mary’s 

Mon 9 1930 Communications Group Meeting St Nicolas 

Sat 14 Cyril and Methodius, missionaries 

SUNDAY 15 SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

  1100 Baptism of Callum Wright St Mary’s 

Wed 18 ASH WEDNESDAY 

  1900-2100 Musica Vera Rehearsal St Nicolas 

Thu  19 1930 Celebrate! band practice St Mary’s 

Fri 20 1400-1630 John Mead Art Group St Nicolas 

SUNDAY 22 LENT 1 

Mon 23 Polycarp, bishop, martyr 

  1930 Soul Spark St Nicolas 

Tue 24 Prestbury MU AGM St Nicolas 

March  Diary  and  Calendar 
SUNDAY 1 LENT 2 

  1530 Baptism of Freya and Mary Simmons St Mary’s 

 
 

From the Registers 

Baptisms 
 November 9 Scarlet Elizabeth Jane Selby 

  16 Charles George Sills 

  23 Charlotte Nellis 

 December 14 James Philip Sanders 

Weddings 
 November 20 James Baker and Sophie Anning 

 December 27 Jack Limbrick and Catherine Nicholson 

Funerals 
 November 14 Fred Brockman 

  17 Sylvia McKenzie 

  27 Diana Stanley 

 December 1 Jean Smith 

  4 Linda Minns 

Memorial Service 
 December 10 Jeanette O'Malley  
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Tragedy in Christchurch, New Zealand    

We arrived in Christchurch on the 24th January 2011.  On the 25th January we went to 

visit the cathedral.  Little did we know that four weeks later it would be in ruins. 

We travelled in a group of about 30 people, and arrived in Christchurch at lunchtime, 

having flown in from Singapore.  We checked in to 

the Crowne Plaza Hotel, and the next day went out 

on our own, sight-seeing.    We went first to the 

cathedral and looked around at the display of 

tapestries.   My husband had a conversation with the 

Dean who told him about the huge numbers of 

tourists from all parts of the globe who visited the 

cathedral, including many young people.  

 

 

            

After having looked all around the cathedral, we visited the gift shop where we saw this 

beautiful gingerbread model of the building. 

 

We then continued travelling by 

coach round North Island and South 

Island, visiting all the major sights, 

including watching a stunning sunset 

over Mount Cook, and playing “spot 

the geyser” in Rotorua.  We flew 

back home on the 15th February, and 

were shocked to hear a week later, 

on the 22nd, that an earthquake of 

the magnitude of 6.3 had left the 

cathedral badly damaged and many 

surrounding buildings in ruins. 
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Image from Royal New Zealand Air Force P-3K Orion that conducted aerial surveillance of areas affected in 

Christchurch earthquake on 22 February 2011 Crown Copyright 2011, NZ Defence Force – Some Rights Reserved. 

The spire was completely destroyed, leaving only the lower half of the tower standing. 

While the walls and roof remained mostly intact, the gable of the west front sustained 

damage, and part of the roof collapsed.  The subsequent earthquakes of June and December 

2011 led many to decide, reluctantly, that re-building was not viable and the building has 

been partially demolished.  Currently, a cardboard church which seats 700, is being used for 

worship in an area a few blocks away. 

As a post-script to the story, the group due to follow the same itinerary as us flew out with 

the same company a month later.   They were just checking into the Crowne Plaza when 

the earthquake struck, and they had urgently to vacate the building, leaving their entire 

luggage behind.   They spent the remainder of their time in Christchurch sleeping in a park 

without any of their possessions, as for a couple of days it was deemed too dangerous to 

re-enter the hotel.  Eventually this was authorized, the luggage was retrieved, and the group 

continued on its way.  Not a very auspicious way to start a holiday. 

So we were doubly blest.   If we had chosen to 

travel a month later we would not have seen the 

cathedral, or indeed the pleasant city of 

Christchurch as it was.  We would also have had 

the frightening experience of being in a major 

earthquake, and would have witnessed at first 

hand the misery of the inhabitants, plus injuries 

and death (estimated that 65 people died). 

Stella Caney 
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Bible Reading Fellowship Daily Notes 2015-2016 

The time for renewal of subscription for the BRF daily notes is approaching. There has been 

a small price increase, but we pay no postage charge when ordering all our books as a 

group. Currently our order is for 28 books, and I would be very pleased to hear from any 

member of our Team congregations who would like to join the scheme and place an order 

with the group. If there are any cancellations please let me know as soon as possible as our 

order must be submitted before 14th February 2015. 

The available titles are as follows:  

New Daylight £4.30 per copy 

New Daylight Large Print £5.50   

Guidelines £4.30 

Day by Day with God £4.30 

Quiet Spaces £4.30 

Get Messy £4.30 

Upper Room £4.25 

 

I have samples of most of these if you would like to borrow them. 

All books are issued 3 times a year and the subscription is paid for the whole year in 

advance, for the period May 2015 – April 2016. However, the order can be cancelled 

during the year and a refund obtained if necessary. 

Please let me know if you wish to change your order, or start a new one. For further 

information please contact Wendy Price or Frances Murton.    Thank you. 

Wendy Price 

 

 

 

Prestbury URC Charity Fundraising 

Thank you to all who attended services at Prestbury recently and who generously helped us 

to raise and donate the following : 

-  £44 for Combat Stress collected during November 

-  Toys and substantial donations given to the Salvation Army at the December Gift 

Service 

-  £200 for Cheltenham Open Door collected at our Carols by Candlelight service. 

Fiona Hall 
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The Real Christmas 

The afternoon of 6th December 2014 was a most delightful start to Christmas. On entering 

St Mary’s Church one was offered a warming glass of mulled wine.  There was a cosy, 

friendly atmosphere as children excitedly dressed the beautiful Christmas tree, and made all 

sorts of decorations to take home as well. 

To add to the atmosphere of anticipation, we were treated to the beautiful chimes of the 

hand bell ringers as they treated us to Christmas tunes.  

 

Parents and many others were chatting and relaxing over delicious seasonal refreshments 

while there was the chance to buy lovely olive wood carvings, actually made in Bethlehem, 

as well as Christmas cards to support the St John Eye Hospital in Jerusalem.   One could 

also stock up on preserves made by the local Scouts! 

As the afternoon drew to a close we joined together in singing Christmas songs and carols, 

so that we left to continue our Christmas preparations in a spirit of love, joy and peace. 

Marion Povey 

 

Festive sing-a-long with pupils is ‘wonderful’ 

Favourite Christmas carols got residents and guests singing along with visiting school 

children at Abbeyfield Prestbury. 

The festive afternoon was led by eight pupils and three staff from Dean Close Preparatory 

School. 

“They all sang beautifully,” says housekeeper Helen Davis, who organised the December 

event at the Prestbury Road house. 

“They brought along song sheets so we could all sing too, and then they chatted to our 

residents, guests and volunteers and stayed to have tea with us. 

“Everyone had a wonderful time and it really made us feel Christmassy.”  

Jason Ashworth  
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Bethlehem Update - December 2014 

I visited on a Pilgrimage in November 1988, 26 years ago, and as a result of what I saw 

happening there, I went to work as a nurse tutor volunteer with Medical Aid to 

Palestinians.  During my time there, I worked with handicapped children, and started a 

family centre in Abu Dis, a village near Jerusalem.  

When I returned to Cheltenham in 1992, I was asked to give talks about the situation, as it 

was just after the first Gulf War.  One group asked me to arrange a tour for them, which 

was very successful, so from that time I travelled regularly as a tour leader with pilgrims of 

a pilgrimage company.  In 1996 I obtained a licence to guide in the Christian Shrines, and 

then went more often, and had 16 groups in the year 1999. 

In September 2000, Ariel Sharon went into the mosque on the Temple Mount area with 

1500 soldiers, during the Muslim midday prayers.  This provoked a riot which resulted in 15 

Palestinians being shot dead by the Israeli army. This caused a tense situation and many 

pilgrims and tourists stopped visiting the Holy Land. 

I decided to try to help the staff at the hotel in Bethlehem which was badly affected and 

only 6 staff remained out of 24, due to the fall in custom. The staff all had children, one had 

9. I took baby clothes, vitamin tablets, and pencils for school, and then brought back olive 

wood items and embroidered goods to sell in churches, to raise funds to help the staff buy 

food for their children.  

This has escalated in the past 14 years, as the Israelis are building an 8 metre (26 foot) high 

wall round the West Bank and Gaza.  It snakes through Bethlehem, and the only way to go 

to Jerusalem is via a checkpoint in the wall. It is not on the border with Israel, but up to 12 

kilometres inside the West Bank, as it winds round the illegal Israel settlements, to bring 

them onto their side of the wall. 

The money raised since then has paid for food, clothes, and deaf aids for needy children in 

the handicapped children’s centre in the refugee camp in the Bethlehem, where nearly 

13,000 Palestinians live in very cramped conditions. 

A group of like-minded people started a group for Palestinian Solidarity, and we raised 

funds to bring a group of 10 children to Cheltenham in 2003 and 2005 for a visit to see 

how we live here. They had never seen a swimming pool, the sea, or a park, or football 

field, so they had a wonderful time 

We help fund holiday activities in the refugee camp, and outings, so the money goes further, 

and more children are able to benefit. We have to help with heating costs in the winter, 

and water in the summer, as the water is switched off for 21 – 28 days at a time. A tanker 

of water costs about £63, and the people have a lot of tanks on their roofs, so they can get 

as much water as possible when it is running. 

We buy ‘Back to school’ packs for the children in our families. These consist of uniform 

clothing, trainers, school bags, copy books and pens and pencils. This happens at the end of 

August each year before they start back to school in September. I go to Bethlehem to 

distribute money or goods to ‘our’ families with the help of Yousef and his family, who live 

in Deheisheh Refugee Camp in Bethlehem. Yousef is a member of staff at the Star Hotel 

where I take my groups to stay 6 nights during their pilgrimage. He has been to UK in the 
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past, to raise funds by cooking Palestinian food at functions arranged usually around 

Christmas time. 

There are 3 refugee camps in the Bethlehem area, and all the inhabitants lost their homes in 

1948 when the State of Israel was formed. They are very restricted in their movements, 

and cannot travel freely. Often houses are demolished by the Israeli army, and people are 

arrested and held without charge, causing terrible hardship to their families.  7000+ olive 

trees have been destroyed since September by the settlers, who either steal the olives, and 

then burn the trees, or cut them down. Some are pulled up and taken to Israeli towns and 

sold for large sums of money. The olive tree is almost sacred to the Palestinians, as it 

provides the olives, oil and wood, and has so many uses.  

Recently, official statistics have revealed that since September 2000 about 2500 children 

have been killed by Israeli occupation forces, up until April 2014. In the Gaza war this year, 

there were 2527 killed of which 570 were children. Hundreds have been injured, many with 

life changing injuries. 

Families live in fear, as since September 2000, over 9000 Palestinians under the age of 18 

have been arrested. There are 250 minors held in prison, and 47 are children under 16 

years of age. Usually they are accused of throwing stones. Some may have done, but many 

haven’t. Children are tortured in prison. They may give a name of another child who is then 

arrested.  

I arrange Pilgrimages to the Holy Land, and take groups to the Holy places, and also to see 

the camp where some of the hotel staff are living, as I believe that visitors to a country 

should see how the people cope with adversity. 

In 2010 a group from St Gregory’s Parish came for a pilgrimage, and some revisited in May 

2013. A small group of 12 went this year in September for a retreat pilgrimage. I have been 

travelling to Bethlehem with supplies for the past 14 years now, at my own expense. 56 

visits so far, since September 2000.    

PLEASE pray with me, for PEACE and JUSTICE in the Holy Land. 

WHAT YOUR MONEY BUYS! 

In Bethlehem, we use all the money donated for the following needs which include: 

Food for needy families with children.  Water in tankers when the supply is cut off.  ‘Back 

to School’ Packs for children in September:  Jeans, T shirts, trainers, school bags, pencils 

and copy books, etc.  Art materials, sports equipment for the ‘After School Club’. Baby 

clothes to provide layettes for new babies.  Extra food/treats during Ramadan, Christmas, 

and the Eid. During winter, which this year is very cold at night, we provide paraffin for 

heaters and Calor gas for cooking or heat. 

None is used for administration; every penny goes to families in need.  The families are 

checked every so often, to see if their situation stays the same.   

Donations may be made to ‘Holy Land Account’ via the Team Office. 

Joanne Moston   
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Marle Hill WI 

It seems a long time since our December meeting when Rosalyn Terry came to ‘De-Mystify 

Hypnotherapy’.  She explained that what she did was not connected to ‘Stage Hypnosis’, 

but could be used to help people with many fears, stress and other problems. Self-hypnosis, 

such as transcendental meditation, was a useful therapy, the subconscious mind being 

stronger than the conscious mind.  She then let us all try a practical demonstration; an 

interesting and enlightening evening. 

The sun shone for us on the County organized trip to Blenheim Palace that had been 

decorated for Christmas.  Another fine but cold day was spent in Stratford where presents 

were bought at the Christmas Market and we discovered some recommended ‘eateries’.  

Aled Jones’ performance at the Carol Concert in the Town Hall with the WI Choir made a 

very enjoyable afternoon.  At the St Nicolas Bazaar we provided the teas served with an 

array of delicious cakes.  At St Lawrence in Swindon Village we had an entry in the 

Christmas Tree Festival depicting ‘Mary, Mary Quite Contrary’.  Father Christmas liked our 

tree and we came fourth in the public vote!  The Solo Club had a party, with plenty of 

sustenance I understand, and the retiring committee went to Harry Cook’s (alias O’Neill’s) 

for a meal. 

The New Year started with one of the most enjoyable talks we have had.  Lennet Isko 

brought her ‘Fascination of Hats’ and, after relating a brief history of hats, hairstyles and 

head decorations, showed us how she made the many hats and fascinators she had brought 

with her.  She then proceeded to find one to fit each member and we sat there admiring 

everyone and feeling very elegant.  Lennet set out to prove that she could find something to 

suit everyone and she certainly succeeded!  Several members are going to Ladies’ Day at 

the Festival and came away inspired to find a hat for the occasion. 

A member, Rosa Robertson, died earlier last year and has left us a small legacy.  We are 

going to have to decide how to spend it in her memory.  We have entered the Skittles 

Tournament again this year and also the County Quiz.  We shall have to stir ourselves and 

get some practice in!  The Craft and Book Clubs are both thriving and we shall have to 

start having tea/coffee mornings/afternoons again to socialize and raise much needed funds.  

In February we are planning a trip to the Rococo Gardens to see the snowdrops.  

Unfortunately the planned trip last year had to be cancelled due to the weather, I hope we 

will be luckier this year.  There is also a visit to the Guide Dogs for the Blind breeding 

centre in Leamington Spa. 

On Monday 2nd February at 7.30pm we have ‘A Lavishly Illustrated History of Mr Punch’ by 

Diana Humphrey and Fred Ward.  If you would like to join us for the evening at St Nicolas 

Church Hall, Swindon Lane visitors are always made most welcome.  May I take this 

opportunity to wish all our readers a very Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

Sara Jefferies 
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Prestbury WI  

A ‘Soup and Pudding’ lunch will be held at the WI hall on Saturday 7th February. Doors 

open at 12 noon for 12.30pm. Entrance is by ticket only. Tickets will be entered into a prize 

draw. Tickets are available from 01242 511365. 

At our monthly meeting on Monday, 9th February, Liz Reilly’s talk is entitled ‘Fighting 

Back’.  In 2005 a stile she was climbing over collapsed leaving her straddled across a fence. 

This caused an injury that resulted in years of chronic pain and suffering. In her quest to get 

back to a full and active life she explored both mainstream and complementary treatments. 

Her book ‘Fighting Back’ is an engaging and uplifting story, an inspiration for all who suffer 

chronic pain. Liz has lived in Gloucestershire, the setting for her story, since 2004. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings.  They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas. Our website can 

be accessed at prestburygloswi.btck.co.uk.  

Sally Alexander 
 ‘Fighting Back’ is published by Matador, ISBN 9781783062225, price: £9.99 

 

 

 

Prestbury Flower Arranging Club  

Happy New Year! 

Why not cheer up a drab February with a visit to the Prestbury Flower Arranging Club on  

Monday 23rd February to see Joan Southerton demonstrate “Thro’ the Garden Gate” with 

a multitude of flower arrangements, which will be raffled at the end of the evening after 

tea/coffee and biscuits, and a chance to browse our popular sales table.  

On Monday 23rd March, Marie Munday will present her demonstration “Day Trip to 

London”.  As well as the raffle, there will be two competitions to enter.  A flower arranging 

competition – an arrangement in an egg cup, it would be lovely to see a lot entries again – 

we had a lot of beautiful entries in November.  If photography is more your thing why not 

enter our photography competition?  Bring along a photograph (max 10 x 8 inches) of 

something floral – not pets or grandchildren please  

Our club meets at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane on the fourth Monday of the month. 

Visitors are always welcome  - £6 payable at the door.  

If you would like more information about the club, please ring Esther or Shirley or visit our 

web page www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com  

Penny Kennard 
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Crucible 2 

Four years ago, I went to the Crucible exhibition in Gloucester Cathedral, and was very 

impressed by it. A collection of modern sculpture - both large and small – and attracting a 

big viewing public. I hoped that they might feel like doing the same again, and happily they 

have done – calling it Crucible 2. 

The ages old building can look magnificent, especially on a late summer day with visitors 

enjoying the grounds.  It is just how I like it. Though to be truthful, I would like it more if 

they could manage not to have scaffolding shrouding a part of the building. Then I have to 

be glad that they keep renovating different parts, which become worn by time and weather. 

I looked at the first piece of work which could be either a battering ram or an agricultural 

implement of bygone days. Whatever, a lot of hard work has gone into it, which then 

becomes an abiding theme for all these works of art. Further along, a small seat-like piece 

was being used for just that purpose as a family tucked in to their picnic. No harm in being 

useful and artistic. 

Over on the lawn are two fine seated figures, though 

very much to the design of Painswick sculptor Lynn 

Chadwick with his recognisable triangular heads. 

They are echoed in another piece by him, this time in 

shiny material.  

Inside the porch is a life size figure wrapped in a 

shroud, which could be Christ after Good Friday. I 

saw that the price of the catalogues was £16, and 

decided otherwise. However, a helper inside sold me 

a leaflet version at £2. 

A large Christ figure nailed to the cross is contrasted 

with a lovely flying mobile which I hope they might 

keep as a permanent addition to the old building.  

I strolled along the cloister with various pieces calling 

for attention, and then decided to go into the cloister 

garden and 

have a seat 

amongst a 

number of 

hefty wild 

a n i m a l s   

which quickly 

b e c a m e  

f a v o u r i t e s  

with the 

children.   

Couple sitting on a bench 

The Thief 

Boar 
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This time the view was perfect, as the long stretch of building had none of the scaffolding 

that was there the last time I went. Feeling relaxed, I was ready for the main building again 

and a view of the new glass window in memory of Ivor Gurney which I had read about in 

the Echo. 

A crowd at the High Altar was looking at the golden figure of the Fallen Angel by Damien 

Hirst. He may make fortunes with his spot paintings, but this is a fine piece of sculpture 

which should be around for a long time. There are other well-known names like Anthony 

Gormley, Henry Moore and Paolozzi,  but the crowd was around the man from Stroud. 

Mobile phones used as cameras were very busy and I smiled at some young girls who did a 

quick pose beside one piece which would make them look almost a part of it. Is this the 

ultimate “selfie”?  Could be very useful to include in their course work.  I was sorry, 

though, not to see a piece by Sophie Ryder who created The Minotaur and the Hare, which 

is so popular on the Promenade. 

I liked the pieces by Kenworthy, with a fine figure of a Masai boy with a goat and also a 

Somali woman with a child.  

              

Somali woman with child                    Masai with a goat     

Some figures almost hit you, whereas others seem to be hiding and waiting for you to find 

them.  But what a wonderful collection, and curated by the Gallery Pangolin from Stroud. 

A triumph for all concerned with 100 pieces made by 61 artists and obviously a tourist 

attraction bringing in the always needed cash.  Here’s to Crucible 3.  

Tudor Williams 

Pictures by Edward Wyatt 
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Refurbishment of St Lawrence’s Church in Swindon Village 

The Parish church of St Lawrence in Swindon village has been at the centre of village life for 

over a thousand years.  In the Dec/Jan Swindon Village ‘Village News’ Ralph Griffin, one of 

our regular contributors,  writes of its history and last major restoration during Victorian 

times.  He highlights the worshipper’s love of this picturesque old church. 

Mary Halliwell and I met at the November ‘Welcome on Wednesday’ at St Nicolas, and felt 

that the 2014 refurbishment project would be of interest to all of our NCTM readers.  

Mary’s dedication to her church and community is well known within the Team.  She and 

her late husband lived in the village and worshipped in the church,  which was, and remains 

for Mary, central to her life. She invited me to her church just before Christmas and what 

follows is her illustrated story of the exciting refurbishment project, made possible by 

funding from the closure of St Peter’s Church on the Tewkesbury Road in 2008. 

For many years, St Lawrence’s congregation was aware that, for their church to develop its 

21st Century role within the community,  it would be necessary to  provide  kitchen and 

toilet facilities, together with space for groups such as  ‘Knit and Natter’, Mums with babes 

and toddlers , and a range of  community events, especially during the Christian Festivals.  

Now,  armed with funds and with Father Michael Cozens at the helm, St Lawrence secured 

three tenders and a faculty from the Diocesan Registrar. Mary explained: 

“As the church is exempt from planning permission, we moved ahead to engage the 

architect and craftsman Harvey Falkener (Bartosch and Stokes Architects). Harvey was 

responsible for the drawings and overseeing the work.  AE Probert (builder) carried out 

the building work.” 

Plans were drawn up for the kitchen and toilet to refurbish the choir vestry and for the 15th 

Century Font to be moved from opposite the entrance door forwards towards the chancel.  

Pews in front of the font were taken off the plinth,  so that they became moveable,  and 

thus provided more flexible space. The Lady Chapel, with its pews removed and new floor, 

was to provide the much needed large open space.   

The restoration work took six months, and during this time Evensong was held every 

Sunday in the Swindon Village Hall and the monthly ‘Together at Ten Thirty Service’ in the 

school hall.  The church re-opened for its first major Christmas event,  the Christmas Tree 

Festival on 6th and 7th December. 

It is fitting to conclude this story with Ralph’s words: 

‘The task of care for this holy building has been passed to this generation.  We give thanks 

for the privilege.  St Lawrence has been loved and looked after for so many years and it’s 

still in good hands - ours. 

Mary Halliwell in discussion with Jean Johnson 
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Before, during and after   

Pictures of St Lawrence Church from Mary Halliwell  
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Team Surgery de-mystified  

Have you ever wondered what goes on during Team Surgery held at St Nicolas’ every 

Saturday morning between 10.30 and 11.00am ?  

Well, what it’s not, is a place to go to get your pills and potions to cure every ailment. It is 

however the place to go to book baptisms and marriages in any of our five team churches. 

Surgery is co-ordinated by the Prestbury Local Ministry Team and staffed with some 

members of the LMT, assisted by representatives from each of our Team churches. For 

most people, this may be the first contact they will have with church, so it is important that 

a warm welcome is given. Not only are we there to book the baptisms and weddings, but 

we can give independent advice in a friendly non-authoritarian manner.  In many cases, 

those taking baptism bookings will also attend the baptism giving a welcoming, friendly and 

recognisable face for the baptism families. 

As there is no booking system, couples just turn up, so no two Saturday mornings are the 

same. On some occasions you can be busy from 10.30 with a queue of people waiting in the 

church to be seen in turn (rather like a doctor’s waiting room then) with no time for idle 

chit chat - ‘Four weddings and a funeral’ have nothing on us! However, on another Saturday 

there most certainly can be time for idle chatter and a catch up as no-one may turn up! 

We always welcome offers of help, so if you think that you would like to get involved in this 

very important ministry within our Team please talk to one of the Clergy, or one of the 

Prestbury Local Ministry Team. Training will be given and you will shadow an existing 

member in the first instance.  

Margaret Compton, Prestbury Local Ministry Team 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicolas Hall 

IMPORTANT NOTICE for all Hall event organisers and users: 

PLEASE NOTE that the Licensed capacity of the Hall and side room is 80 people seated or 

100 persons standing. 

Alan Jackson (Acting Secretary) 
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Bay Tree Court Care Centre 

At the heart of our village stands the excellent Bay Tree Court care centre. Some will 

remember the garage that stood on this site until the centre was opened in February 1998. 

The centre is part of the European Healthcare group that was formed in 1996 and has 11 

facilities throughout the country. 

The care centre houses 59 residents. There are 28 beds for those with nursing needs and 

31 residential rooms for those who have some care needs but do not require nursing.  Each 

room has en suite facilities, and the centre is one of very few that has been rated 3 star 

(excellent) for its services. 

Added to these facilities there are 12 independent houses and flats in the grounds for those 

who can live independently but would like to share a meal with the community and have 

the security of staff available to them. 

As well as long term care, the centre also offers respite care to give carers a break from 

their duties and give the ‘cared for’ a change of scenery.  Along with this, convalescent care 

is offered for those recovering from an illness or operation.  Palliative care is also available. 

Recently the centre has had a major refurbishment and the attractive dining room provides 

an excellent choice of meals for the residents who are able to enjoy 3 meals a day, cooked 

by the award winning chef Carl Sloman.  Friends and relatives are also welcomed to share a 

meal. 

At the present time the ratio of women to men is 3:1.   There is always at least one 

registered nurse available at all times, along with a large staff of carers, kitchen staff and 

domestic workers. 

There is a huge effort to cater for the individual needs of each resident; for their physical 

needs, spiritual and emotional  care.   A chaplaincy team visit weekly and a service is held 

every Sunday with Communion once a month. These services are well attended and much 

anticipated. 

The range of activities available is extensive. Music of all kinds features highly along with 

reading groups, poetry reading. artwork, pottery and gardening.  There are regular exercise 

classes and also a tai chi group.  Scrabble and card games are also available. 

The residents are encouraged to go out, and can be escorted to the village or to town. 

Outings in the summer are arranged, and recently they enjoyed a trip on the Sharpness 

canal courtesy of the Willow Trust, and a day in Weston super Mare. Some enjoy tea 

dances at the Town Hall.  The care aims to be holistic and catered to the individual need 

where this is possible. 

Recently, the centre has been recruiting volunteers to help with activities and to aid the 

amazing Caroline who has been running activities at Bay Tree for many years. Volunteers 

can bring all sorts of skills to the centre, or do the invaluable service of befriending.  Jane is 

now the volunteer coordinator, and if any readers feel they could spare some time to help 

in any way, she would be glad to hear from you on 01242 236000. 

Maggie Morris  
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 
   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
 1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
 2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary’s 
 Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary’s 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer 

   09.30 Eucharist  
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 
   17.00 Evening Prayer 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 

   10.30 Sung Mass 
  18.30 Choral Evensong  
 Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  Sundays 1st 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty 

    18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
   2nd  09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
    18.30 Evensong  
   3rd & 4th  09.15 Holy Communion 
    18.30 Evensong 
   5th  09.15 Holy Communion  
    18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene 
  Sundays  1st,2nd,3rd& 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 
   5th 10.30 Holy Communion 
   or 18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 
     host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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North Cheltenham Churches Football Team 

Football reports – Games 9 to 12 

NCC end the year in style 

On 1 November, in a league game, North Cheltenham Churches hosted Cheltenham 

Trinity, and got off to a magnificent start when Ian Jones scored inside 17 seconds. Play was 

evenly balanced for the opening quarter before, in a disastrous twenty-minute spell, the 

visitors scored four goals. The first came when a free kick was headed home from close 

range, and then two came within a minute, largely down to poor defensive work by NCC. 

Just before half time the opposition netted a fourth. Although Trinity scored early in the 

second half NCC produced a much improved performance; with Barry Styman pulling a 

goal back.  

NCC 2   Cheltenham Trinity 5  

Two weeks later NCC visited Upton upon Severn, to play another team new to the league. 

The hosts, Upton Cornerstone, took the lead three times, but resolute play saw NCC 

catch-up each time. 

Upton scored following confusion between the goalkeeper and a defender, but Steve 

Cipriani levelled following a well-directed free kick. Although Charlie Davidson hit the 

crossbar the hosts scored right on half-time. Early in the new half NCC Patrick Gardner 

equalised with a powerful volley. Just after the hour NCC conceded a free kick and an 

error by the keeper gifted the opposition a goal. NCC failed to take any of the several 

golden chances created, but, deep into time added-on, Ian Jones sent a low volley into the 

net for a deserved draw.  

Upton Cornerstone 3   NCC 3 

On 29 November NCC travelled to Diamonds. The hosts created two early chances, one 

even hit the crossbar. Then NCC made several chances but were denied by the keeper; 

they too hit the bar. Twenty minutes before half time NCC took a free kick, whence 

Patrick Gardner headed home, despite being boxed in.  Some ten minutes before the 

interval Diamonds levelled when a long-range kick was volleyed home. In the second half 

both teams missed several scoring opportunities, but a draw seemed a fair result. 

Diamonds 1   NCC 1 

Three weeks later, on 20 December, NCC hosted C3 Dons, in a match which produced a 

goal feast. Barry Styman opened the scoring with a delicate long-range lob, followed by a 

brace from Andrew Murton, returning after injury, and a fourth from Ian Jones. On the 

hour Ian Jones scored again; then the final period produced a flood of eight goals. Within 

five minutes the Dons had scored twice. Then a procession of scoring saw goals from 

Patrick Gardner, Ian Jones (hat trick), Steve Cipriani, Ian Jones, Dan Cipriani, Andrew 

Murton (hat trick), before the Dons got their third and Ian Jones completed the scoring. 

Although the score line may suggest a walkover credit must be given to the NCC players 

for being alert to, and capitalising on, situations when there was a dearth of defensive 

players. Arguably the goal of the match was that scored by Andrew Murton when he 

completed his hat trick, dribbling beyond four players before selecting his spot.  

NCC 12   C3 Dons 3 

Michael Wyatt 
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DREAM AND VISION  
Mercy and truth are met together;   

Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.    

Truth shall spring out of the earth;  

And righteousness look down from heaven.  

 Psalm 85.10-11; Common Worship, Daily Prayer 

These words are read in the chapel at St Nicolas every Tuesday afternoon for much of the 

year. They are part of the service of Evening Prayer for Tuesday evenings in Ordinary Time, 

that is the long period between Pentecost and All Saints’, and the present, much shorter 

stretch, between Epiphany and Lent.  

Psalm 85 begins as a prayer for mercy and restoration, but with the passage above it rises 

to a vision of a restored world, where God’s values rule. Beautiful words of comfort and 

hope. What the psalmist predicts is wholly good, and totally uncontroversial; who would 

not want mercy, truth, righteousness and peace to prevail in society?    

Stop for a moment though to consider how we might be involved in this revolution. It 

would be comfortable to assume that the better world will arrive as a divine gift without 

effort on our part. Law and prophets constantly repeat the terrible consequences for 

individual and society of neglecting justice and equity.  If we ourselves are to share in 

growing God’s rule of mercy and truth, we shall be challenged, even in trivial situations – 

take the classic dilemma of thanking someone convincingly for a present that we didn’t like. 

We don’t naturally think of “mercy” as applied to such mundane dilemmas, but simple 

kindness is surely its reflection; some Bibles translate the word as  “steadfast love”.  

Tougher questions arise when we read the local paper or watch TV.   Here is a magistrate 

about to sentence a petty criminal. He has been found guilty of several break-ins, and 

between times he has terrorised and disrupted the whole neighbourhood.  The social 

worker’s report reveals a loveless childhood, with no positive role models; will he learn 

anything good in prison? Is there a case for mercy?  What about justice for the 

householders whose homes have been broken into, the families harassed by petty damage 

and disturbance?   Think of an Asian family whose teenage son has gone to Syria to join 

Jihad; things have not worked out well and now he wants to come home.  Should he have a 

fresh chance to reform his life or is he to be permanently marked as a terrorist? Perhaps he 

has already killed.  How do mercy and truth come together here? 

Yes, any meeting between mercy and peace is hard-won. What about righteousness and 

peace?  In God’s world order there will of course be “no peace for the wicked”, and we 

must admit that laws designed to protect society will sometimes restrict our own activities, 

from speed limits to airport security.  Deeper reflection suggests that the consequences 

could be even worse; to some degree all of us in the west live thoughtlessly, expecting food 

and clothes at reasonable prices, regardless of the consequences for low-paid workers.  

The world of trade is often unjust, and we can’t take ourselves out of it completely.  

If this page began with easy passivity, it does not have to end in gloom. Our lives gain in 

dignity when we are aware that daily attitudes and actions matter. At home and at work, in 

clubs and shops as much as in church, we are loved, valued and forgiven by our heavenly 

Father.                    Beryl Elliott 
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Prestbury Parish Magazine is published on the last Sunday of the month 

The deadline for copy for the March issue is  Saturday 7th February 2015 

Copy should be sent to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

by email to magazine (at) prestbury.net  

  



 

 
 


