Inside:
Friendship
The Revd Canon David Smith
India, 2014
Capel Court
Forthcoming Events

March 2015

Parish Directory
Team Office
admin@northchelt.org.uk
(01242) 244373
St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA
The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00
Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone
Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings
may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am
in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, GL50 4PA
Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession)
please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above)
Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy,
the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England
The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of
St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933
continued inside back cover

Prestbury Parish Magazine

March 2015

Make me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit
within me
In days gone by, the time of year for spring-cleaning would now be approaching. Today we
hear about this being done less and less. Perhaps it is because with modern detergents and
vacuum cleaners with a variety of tools, we stay more on top of the world of dirt all year
round. Another factor is that we also have better lighting in our homes. In the past the
darkness of winter made it more difficult to see where all the dust was accumulating. In
rural areas it would be the time of rain and mud, which would constantly be brought into
the house and not seen clearly in oil or candle light, while in towns industrial smoke and
grit would find their way indoors and decorate the crevices and tops of cupboards and
windowsills.
If there is the same grime around now it tends to be more chemical by nature and less
visible, so we don’t see the same urgent need to clean as the stronger sunlight shows up
the cobwebs and streaky patterns that appear as if from nowhere. Perhaps this seeming
invisibility has made us lazier. Certainly modern technology means that we do not have to
use as much elbow grease to get rid of dirt as maybe our mothers and grandmothers once
did. I cannot remember when I last saw someone on her or his hands and knees attacking a
doorstep with a scrubbing brush. Except in our churches, we have also lost that community
sense of this being the time and the occasion as Easter approaches when everyone makes a
shared attack on the dark residue of winter to bring in the sparkling new world of spring.
When Jesus drove out from the Temple all those who bought and sold beasts and birds and
dealt in money-changing, he wanted to make the point that the people had lost sight of the
real meaning of the Temple. They were using it for commercial considerations and no
longer put God’s commandments at the centre of their lives. They had forgotten about
God. The time was right for some spring cleaning to be done.
In this time of Lent we are asked to reflect on our own preoccupations and allegiances.
Where is Jesus in our lives? Do we have time for him or do we let our daily concerns and
ways of living leave him little time or space? If our relationship with Christ Jesus is central,
then the business of our daily living will flow from it, and we will have a sense of peace and
direction. If we try to work the other way round, however, bringing Jesus into our lives as
secondary or even accidental assistance, we are likely to find ourselves lost and confused. A
core element to our journey through Lent is getting rid of whatever stops Jesus being at the
centre of our life and uplifting us with the gift of his Spirit. Whether it is spring or autumn
in our world, the need for renewal and new life remains the same.
Fr Stephen
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Editorial Team page
Firstly, I’m sure we are all delighted that Canon David is now working in the parish, and
hope that he and his family are settling in well. Mary Turner writes about the Installation
and Institution on page 7. There is a photograph for those of you who were not able to
attend.
The theme this month is friendship. Some people think that the idea of friends has been
somewhat debased in recent years when your status in the world depends on the number
of “friends” you have on Facebook! However, most of us think that friendship goes much
deeper than that, and this is examined quite fully in the articles by Jean Johnson on Musical
Variations in Friendship on page 4, the exploration of Friendship in Ralph Griffin’s article on
page 3, and thoughts on the Cross and Friendship at the end of the magazine.
This issue could be described also as having a distinctly globetrotting theme, with the
centre pages article on a trip to India detailing the sad state of affairs that still exist with the
Dalits, page 16, and the Emerald Wedding anniversary cruise (not without incident!)
undertaken by Peter and Pat Attwood on page 24. There is also a follow up to my article
from last month on Christchurch, New Zealand on page 26.
Much closer to home, highlighting work in the community, we have an article about Capel
Court from Maggie Morris on page 19. On page 8 is a short article from Rachel Jackson we
felt compelled to make room for, this is a must-read.
Well, we are now in the “purple” and contemplative season of Lent, but also in the
countdown to Easter, which is relatively early this year. When I lived in West London and
attended a church there as a child, the Lady Chapel on Maundy Thursday was always full of
daffodils brought especially from Cornwall where the vicar had a connection. The candles
and flowers arranged in tiers in the chapel radiated tranquility, and people signing up for the
“watch” in the evening enjoyed a special feeling of beauty and anticipation before the
church was stripped bare on the morning of Good Friday.
Stella Caney

_________________________________________________________
April/May Magazine Deadline: Saturday 14th March 2015
Future Themes: April/May
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English rivers
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Friendship
Friendship is one of the greatest gifts of God. It doesn’t matter whether we’re thinking of
friendship with God or friendship with earthly friends. Without friends we’d be significantly
less human. Remember how Jesus described his relationship with his disciples: “No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do
what I command you.”
Richard of Chichester, an English bishop of the 13th century, wrote a prayer that has come
down to us through the centuries:
“O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother,
May I know thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly,
day by day.”
How should we followers of ‘the way’ think of Jesus? It doesn’t seem to have changed
much according to this lovely prayer. Bishop Richard suggests that we do well to think of
God’s Son as our friend and brother as well as our Redeemer.
I remember one of my guides when I was younger, Leslie Weatherhead, wrote a book
called ‘The Transforming Friendship’ where he explored the Christian’s relation with Jesus
Christ. Our relationship with God’s Son is a powerful friendship which transforms us from
the people we are to the people we could be. This friendship helps us realise our spiritual
potential.
Joseph Scriven wrote in a hymn that is among the favourites of many churchgoers:
“What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to share”
and added:
“O what peace we often forfeit
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer"
Here’s a modern definition of a friend:
Someone who will make you smile
Someone who will make you laugh
Someone who will listen
Someone who is there through good and bad times
Someone who gives you a hug when you need one
Someone who knows what’s up
Someone that cares and loves you.
That describes a human friend. It fits a Divine Friend too, perhaps?
Robert Benson, a 20th century Christian writer, observed:
"The essence of a perfect friendship is that each friend reveals himself utterly to the other, flings
aside his reserves, and shows himself for what he truly is." That’s our relationship with God.
Ralph Griffin
~3~
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Musical Variations on Friendship
Friendship is born at that moment when one man says to another. “What! You Too? I
thought that no one but myself”….. CS Lewis.
I am taking you on a musical journey, highlighting firstly friendships between renowned
musicians, and secondly Elgar’s and Britten’s music dedicated to friends.
From the age of 14, Helen, a close school friend, and I played the bassoon in the school
orchestra, and in the heady days of the ‘60’s these instruments were hired from the
County, and two teachers provided by the Halle Orchestra, conducted by Sir John
Barbirolli. Before long we found ourselves travelling to the Free Trade Hall on a Sunday
night, sitting in the 5/- seats and listening to the unique sound of the Halle, watching our
teachers play alongside their section leader Charles
Cracknell. During the Halle season we were introduced
to many composers, artists and memorable
performances. We were captivated by Jacqueline Du
Pre, especially when playing Edward Elgar’s Cello
Concerto. It was apparent how much her music moved
Sir John, whom she adored and trusted. They shared a
great love of Elgar’s music. Unbeknown to us, we were
listening to a musician with a
touch of genius, who was
Jacqueline Du Pre
soon to fall in love with
another genius, Daniel Barenboim, whom Sir John first met in
Tel Aviv, where their deep friendship began.
Over time we were aware of the developing friendships of two
couples, our bassoon teachers and Jacqueline and Daniel. Their
love and delight in playing and making music led to marriage.
Thirty years earlier, Sir John and Evelyn Rothwell, an oboist of
the highest distinction developed a friendship which led to
marriage. This partnership
Sir John Barbirolli and
helped the restoration of
Daniel Barenboim
the Halle’s fortunes in the
1940’s. In Evelyn’s obituary in the Telegraph in January
2008 she was described as a woman of incandescent
charm and strength of character, with a gift for
friendship which amounted to genius.
Sir John and Elgar’s friendship went back as far the
1920s and Sir John recalls how Elgar was radiantly happy
amongst his friends at the Three Choirs Festival in
Worcester Cathedral. It was about this time that Elgar
wrote his Enigma Variations, dedicated to ‘My friends
pictured within each of the 13 variations”.
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A decade later, Evelyn and Benjamin Britten were at the Royal College of Music together.
She recalls how unhappy he was at the college, finding the
atmosphere bureaucratic and unhelpful. She was surprised when
he asked her to assemble a small orchestra to play through his
recently written Sinfonietta. She made sure that her friends and
acquaintances would co-operate. She recalls that they rehearsed
and played the work, and that shamefully none of them realised his
remarkable early talent. It was five years later that Britten
composed his Variations on a theme of Frank Bridge. The work is a
‘tribute of admiration and affection’ for Bridge. Britten had become
his only composition pupil before his 14th birthday. After Britten
had gone to RCM, Bridge remained a close friend and respected
Benjamin Britten
mentor.
Although Helen and I no longer play the bassoon, our friendship continues and so, too, my
close relationship with Symphony Orchestras. In December 2014 the City of Birmingham
Symphony Orchestra performed Elgar’s Enigma Variations and Britten’s playful salute to a
well-loved teacher.
Elgar’s entire work adds up to a group portrait of the
members of his circle, all identified by initials or nicknames.
Perhaps two of the most renowned variations are Nimrod
and Dorabella. The first reveals a conversation between Elgar
and his editor, A J Jaeger, at the publishing house of Novello:
a conversation the two friends had about Beethoven’s slow
movements. The second is Elgar’s Mozartian nickname for his
graceful and sympathetic young friend Dora Penny: the music
sings out her name.
Britten’s variations are like those of his ‘Young Person’s
Guide to the Orchestra’ of nine years later, character
Edward Elgar
variations each with its own mood and tempo. In Britten’s
manuscript (though not in the published score) each of them is identified with a different
aspect of Bridge’s personality: his energy, his charm, his humour and so on.
From these distinguished musicians, Daniel Barenboim is the sole survivor. He lives in Berlin
and has been honoured around the world for his work in promoting peace in the Middle
East. In 1999, together with the Palestinian literary scholar Edward Said, he founded the
West-Eastern Divan Orchestra.
On the loss of his friend in 2003 he said: ‘In so many different ways, since the loss of Said, I feel
much poorer than I would like to feel and imagine’.
This is the significance and power of Friendship.
Jean Johnson
Sources:
Life with Glorious John. Evelyn Barbirolli 2002
Everything is Connected. Daniel Barenboim 2008
CBSO Concert Programme 10/13 December 2014
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The Institution and Induction of the Revd Canon David Smith
as Rector in the North Cheltenham Team Ministry

Thursday 22nd January saw the Institution and Induction of the Revd Canon David R Smith
as the Rector of the North Cheltenham Team Ministry.
The service was led by Bishop Martyn with input from Archdeacon Robert and Canon
Tudor Griffiths (Cheltenham Area Dean).
It was an impressive ‘Team’ event with representatives from all the churches of North
Cheltenham welcoming and supporting our new Rector and his wife, Revd Angela, who was
also licensed by the Bishop to officiate in the NCT, in a small private service held just
before the main service began.
Many clergy from within the Cheltenham Deanery attended, plus a considerable number
from the Gloucester churches where David and Angela had previously ministered. (They
were very sorry to be losing them both).
Apart from our church families there was excellent representation in the congregation
from our local communities, many of whom gave a specific welcome on behalf of the
organisation they represented.
Following the service refreshments were available for everyone, provided by members of
the congregations from all our team churches. It was an uplifting and memorable occasion
and we are all very pleased to have Fr David and Revd Angela with us.
On behalf of all the Churchwardens I would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who
helped in any way to make the evening go smoothly.
Mary Turner
Photograph by Kate Bestwick
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Raising Money for Maggie’s Centre
As a teenage girl my hair means a lot to me. However I have
the most incredible mum who has done so much for me, I
decided I wanted to do something for her and support her
through her chemo treatment by shaving my head and raising
money for Maggie’s centre, somewhere that has helped and
supported not only her but us as a family.
My ponytail has gone to The Princess Trust to make wigs for
children.
I have currently raised £1,700 but as it costs £500 per day to run the Maggies centre if
would be great to raise at least £2,500 to open it for a week!
If you would like to support me and help me meet my goal this is the link to my donate
page : https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/racheljacksonheadshave
Rachel Jackson
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Forthcoming Events
Severn Forum Lectures
I expect most readers are aware that in Cheltenham there are several campuses of the
University of Gloucestershire, but have never been inside. The main one is the Elwes
Building in the Park campus. The Severn Forum lectures are held in the Lecture Theatre
here, so come to a lecture and see for yourself!
The first lecture this year is on Thursday 5th March at 7.45. There is a charge of £3, fulltime students free. The lecturer will be Professor Andrew Lincoln and his subject is
“Conceiving Jesus: re-examining his conception in canon Christology and creed.”
Other dates this year are Tuesday 21st April, Thursday 18th June and Tuesday 13th
October. More details in due course.
Fr John Gann

Prestbury URC Coffee Morning & Bric a Brac Sale
Please join us for our monthly coffee morning on Saturday 7th March at 10am -12noon. As
well as the legendary toasted teacakes, there are books, cakes and a raffle. Our March
Coffee Morning will be combined with a sale of various types of items, but all in good
condition, so if you have anything you would like to donate please contact Fiona Hall on
prestbury(at)urcic.org.uk

Quiz Evening – St Nicolas – 7th March
Noel and Michael Brick will be holding our ever-popular Quiz Evening on Saturday 7th
March, at St. Nicolas’ Church Hall, 7pm. Tickets £5, bar and raffle.

Race Week
Please note that there will be car parking at St Nicolas during Race Week, meaning that
there will be no other activities happening in St Nicolas Hall for those four days : Tuesday
10th March – Friday 13th March.

C4 – Rehearsals Begin - Children Wanted !
C4 children’s choir will begin rehearsals for ‘Pirates v. Mermaids’ on Friday 13th March at
6pm at our Prestbury URC - Years 1-6 most welcome.

Welcome on Wednesday, 18th March
This will be at 2:30pm in St. Nicholas Church room. A good opportunity to meet new
friends over a cup of tea, assortment of cake, and above all, in the warm!
~9~
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Notice of Prestbury APCM – 12 April 2015
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows the Annual Meeting of Parishioners,
will take place on Sunday 12th April at St Nicolas Church at 3.30pm. This is a chance to
come to hear a review and reports of what has taken place during the last year, together
with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask questions.
At the meeting, elections to the PCC take place. Nominations for PCC members will be
displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the two Sundays prior to the
meeting. Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a person who is on the Electoral
Roll of the parish and they should also be asked if they are willing to stand! Please may I
ask all those people who provide reports for the meeting to let me have them as soon as
possible? Many thanks.
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 3.30pm, is a short meeting to elect
Churchwardens; two for St Mary’s and two for St Nicolas. Candidates must be nominated
and seconded before the meeting begins. Nomination lists will also be displayed on the
notice boards of both churches. Anyone who lives within the parish or who is on the
church electoral roll may attend and vote at this meeting.
Debbie Forbes, PCC Secretary

Parish Electoral Roll
The Parish Electoral Roll has nothing to do with political elections. The Church of England
is run democratically and therefore each parish has its own Electoral Roll. Joining it does
not oblige you in any way, but it does give you the opportunity to be more involved in the
running of your church.
To be on the Electoral Roll you have to be:





baptised (christened)
a member of the Church of England
living in the parish or regularly attending public worship in the parish for at
least six months
at least 16 years old

If you have any questions about this please speak to one of the clergy or churchwardens or
Brian Wood. Application forms to be admitted to the Prestbury Parish Electoral Roll are
available in church and on the parish website, www.prestbury.net.
To be entitled to attend the next Prestbury Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) and
to take part in its proceedings, you need to have returned your application form to Brian
Wood by Sunday 22nd March 2015. Two weeks before this date I will post in church
the names of those already on the roll. Please check you are listed and your address is
correct.
Brian Wood, Electoral Roll officer
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Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra Spring Concert
After our sell-out Children’s Concert in January, we are proud to invite you to our Spring
Concert of popular classics. Do join us in Pittville Pump Room for the afternoon of Sunday
22nd March, starting at 3.00pm.
Brahms
Parry
Durufle
Sibelius

Variations on a theme of Joseph Haydn
Symphony in C (The English)
Three Dances
Karelia Suite

Tickets are £10, accompanied children under 16 free, from the Town Hall Box Office
0844 5762210, members of the orchestra, or on the door. We look forward to seeing you.
Wendy Price

Prestbury Local History Society
‘The W.I. in Prestbury’ presented by Val Porter on Monday 23rd March. The
Women’s Institute is a well known and valued society in Prestbury as it is across the
country. This presentation gives us opportunity to get to know the history of our WI and
the contribution it has made.
PLHS Meetings are held at Prestbury Women’s Institute Hall at 7.30p.m.
SECRETARY: Norman Baker. 01242 583187 email: njb123(at)talktalk.net
www.prestburyhistory.com

From the Registers
Baptisms
January
Funerals
January

11 Daniel Arthur David Watkins
13 Dorothy Janet Evans
15 Joyce Ridgway
28 Derek Steele Mick Parry

Burials of ashes
January 13 Leslie Harding
19 Edward Cecil Marlow
28 Dorothy Janet Evans
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March Diary and Calendar
SUNDAY

1

Mon

2

Tue
Wed
Sat
SUNDAY

3
4
7
8

Mon
9
SUNDAY 15
Mon
16
Tue
17
Wed
18
Thu
19
Fri
20
SUNDAY 22
Mon

23

Tue

24

Wed
25
Thu
26
SUNDAY 29

LENT 2
1530

Baptism of Freya and Mary Simmons
Baptism of Isabella Reeve-McKew
Chad, bishop, missionary
1930
‘Soul Spark’
1930
Prestbury PCC
1930
PPY Exec Meeting
Perpetua, Felicity and companions
LENT 3
1530
Baptism of Kirsty and Thomas MacDonald
Baptism of Tilly and Edward Collins
1930
‘Soul Spark’
LENT 4 – MOTHERING SUNDAY
1100
Baptism of Harry Bowen
1930
‘Soul Spark;
1430
St Mary’s Infant School Service
1430
Welcome on Wednesday
1930
Celebrate! band practice
1400-1630 John Mead Art Group
LENT 5
1530
Baptism of Freya Wilkins
All day
Experience Easter – St Mary’s Junior School
1930
Soul Spark
1030
St Mary’s Junior School Easter Service
1930
Mothers’ Union
1400
Prestbury Buildings and Fabric
1930
Celebrate! band practice
PALM SUNDAY

St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Nicolas
St Nicolas
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Nicolas
St Mary’s
St Nicolas
St Mary’s
St Nicolas
St Mary’s
St Nicolas
St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Nicolas
St Mary’s
St Nicolas
St Mary’s
St Mary’s

April Diary and Calendar
Thu
Fri

Sat

2
3

4

Maundy Thursday
1030
Service of the Word
1930
Eucharist of the Last Supper
Good Friday
1030
Celebrate! Service
1030
Good Friday Service
1400
Liturgy of Good Friday
2100
Team Easter Vigil
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India, October 2014
Mike and I travelled with ‘Soapbox trips’, who arrange ‘travel with a purpose!’ to India,
where we linked up with ‘Life Association’, who work to help the Dalit people (or
untouchables). According to the caste system, these downtrodden people are not made by
God, and so are treated as the lowest of the low. It is believed that to drink from a cup
which they have used would contaminate the next person, so the clay cups the Dalits have
drunk from are smashed. Life Association use this symbol of oppression to produce
beautiful candles made with natural beeswax and lavender inside the clay cups.

We began our trip to India in Mumbai, where we saw the pottery candles, and other items
sold by Life Association being made by potters in the Dharavi slum, where over one million
people live in very cramped conditions. Their homes were made of anything they could
find, and were piled on top of each other. Despite the intense heat and lack of space,
potters were working around furnaces and carrying heavy loads. These gracious people
were happy and uncomplaining, and there was a real sense of community within Dharavi.
The children used tiny courtyards to play their beloved cricket.
Life Assoociation support Solomon and Sunita, a big hearted Dalit couple who head up the
pottery work for them in Mumbai. They have also adopted 11 street children, who live
with them and their own 2 children in a small flat in the city. They welcomed us and
showed us their various projects around Mumbai, as well as introducing us to spicy food for
breakfast, lunch and dinner!
After 3 days in Mumbai, we travelled across India to the Life Association orphanage in
Gannavaram, Andra Pradesh, which was to be our home for the next 10 days. We were
truly in the back of beyond, having driven the last few miles down a windy, bumpy track.
Nothing could have prepared us for the timeless grace of the people and place we were
about to encounter. The site of the 80 beautiful children, between the ages of 4 and 14,
sitting cross legged on the playground floor, waiting to greet us, took my breath away.
Little did I realise at that point, what a huge imprint they would make on my heart, mind
and soul. Paul and Krupa run the orphanage, its school and church, as well as serving the
local village people in many ways. Both are humble Dalits, and committed Christians, who
looked after us like royalty.
~ 16 ~
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After asking Krupa how I could best help, I tried to teach a class of 20 enthusiastic children
who spoke very little English. I am not a trained teacher and had nothing prepared and very
quickly felt overwhelmed. As is so often the case, it is when we realise we can do very
little, that our wonderful faithful God is free to step in and use us more effectively. I kept
reminding myself of Philippians 4 verse 13, ‘I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me!’ So, with a lot of prayer, that verse, and a text my daughter had sent me,
which said ‘Just try to keep central what you really want them to know, that God loves them
and so do you,’ I persevered, and had a lot of fun. I think and hope that the children did too.

One day I helped them make little boxes from old Christmas cards. I was really pleased that
they each then had an individual box for storing their little belongings, until I realised they
had nothing to put in them! One dear little boy gathered stones from the garden to keep in
his.......beautiful, but heart breaking. The next day I helped them copy John 14 verse 6 onto
small pieces of paper to put in their boxes.
From the age of 11, most of the children caught the bus into the local town each day for
High School. One lad, Prakash, who was 13, and had been extremely difficult when he’d arrived
at the orphanage 2 years previously, continued his schooling within the orphanage as it was
felt more appropriate. He became our enthusiastic and ever present helper. In the
evenings, the younger children would often fall asleep on the playground floor, whilst they
watched a film or looked at books. Once it was bed time the older children would drag
them as gently as they could, upstairs to bed. We began to pick these sleeping children up and
carry them to their beds. Prakash immediately followed suit, and lovingly carried them himself.
Muskan was the young cleaning lady, who worked all day sweeping and scrubbing in
extreme heat. Whenever we played, or did craft with the children, she would watch from
the shadows. With time and gentle persuasion, she began to join in discreetly, such as
having her nails painted, or accepting one of the small boxes we’d made, or taking a picture
away to colour. She is one of the many forgotten people of this world.
Paul took us on a walk through the nearby village, on the edge of which is an area
designated for Dalits (untouchables) to live. No other villagers would go into a Dalit home
/continues overleaf
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for fear of being ‘contaminated’, and neither would they allow a Dalit into their home.
Within the Dalit area we went into the tiny, basic home of a joyful, skinny old man, who
made us chai. It was so moving and humbling to see how much it meant to him and his
family, just to be accepted, and for us to be there.
After the Sunday service at the orphanage, we were asked to pray for the children. It was
great to have time for them individually, and to pray for them by name. They loved the
personal attention, and after one of us had prayed for them, they moved on to the next queue!

The five of us who went to India also helped plan and build a monkey and snake proof
chicken run, put doors on the kitchen cupboards, and fund a new water tank and fridge,
with money given to us by family and friends.
We came home tired, challenged and inspired, knowing that ‘our God is a big big God,’ as
the children would sing so beautifully each evening.
We can at least pray for them across the miles, and hope to return one day. In the
meantime, we are trying to raise awareness of the plight of the Dalit people and the work
of Life Association. Their goods can be bought via the internet from www.dalit.co.uk
Vicki Finnegan

FRIENDSHIP
I would like to take this chance to be able to tell my story of how I became a member of
Elmstone Hardwicke Church. I started 12 years ago after the death of my husband Robert,
after 53 years of married life. I was so lost and lonely that I really thought that life was not
worth living. So I started to pray and decided to go to Elmstone Hardwicke Church, as my
husband and also both my parents are buried there.
And thank God that I decided to take this step as it helped me find PEACE OF MIND which is
the best gift that anyone could wish for and is free. I now have them all as friends and I feel
I have a second family of which I am most grateful and finding Jesus as my BEST FRIEND is
another great gift. I really think the best things in life are free. Just count your blessing.
Verina Morgan
~ 18 ~
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Capel Court
Many of you will know of Capel Court which stands behind the Prestbury library.
It is a purpose-built supported housing scheme run by the Church of England Pensions
Board. Those eligible to become residents include Church of England clergy, their spouses,
widows or widowers, deaconesses, licensed Lay and Church workers and Church Army
Officers.
The accommodation is in the form of self-contained flats within a caring Christian
community, which enables residents to live an independent life but have the comfort,
support and security of having staff on hand if needed, and the companionship of others.
James, the manager, is ably supported by care workers, cooking staff, ground staff etc some
of whom have been at Capel Court for many years.
The Capels or earlier Capells are an old Gloucestershire family which can be traced back to
the 16th century when they came from How Capell in Herefordshire. Christopher, the 6th
son of William, bought land in the Burgage, and by 1672 was living there. During the 18 th
century the Capels continued to buy land in the parish and Prestbury House was probably
built and lived in by 1700 and was surrounded by 327 acres of their land. Christopher Capel
was born in 1877 and served as a Captain and later Trumpet Major in the 4 th battalion of
the Gloucester regiment. In 1922 he married Laura Woodhouse but there were no
children. Laura preferred the London life so Christopher lived quietly in Prestbury. During
this time land and houses were gradually sold off, and in 1964 when Major Capel died only
Prestbury House and 14 acres were in his possession. He left these to the Church of
England Pensions Board hoping that the house could be used for retired clergy. This
proved impractical, so Prestbury House was leased to a hotelier and the land let for grazing.
In the mid 70’s some of the land was bought under a compulsory purchase order by
Gloucestershire County Council for the building of the library. The Pensions Board then
sought planning permission to build the present Capel Court.
Capel Court was opened by Princess Alexandra in 1986 and dedicated by the Bishop of
Gloucester.
There are 40 residents in 24 single flats and 8 double flats. Each flat is unfurnished so that
residents can bring their own furniture, and each comprises a living room, bedroom,
bathroom and kitchenette.
Meals are taken communally in a large airy dining room and there is also a sun lounge and
library.
The residents come from all parts of the country and from all branches of the church, and
many have lived interesting and extraordinary lives both here and abroad.
Residents worship in many churches in the town, and of course at St Mary’s, but maybe the
majority attend the beautiful chapel within the building where services are organised by the
residents.
Maggie Morris
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Prestbury WI
On Monday 9th March, Caroline Sanderson will be presenting her talk entitled ‘Kiss Chase
and Conkers’ which celebrates the resourcefulness of children through the ages
Whether you were a child in the 80s, or are now in your 80s, this lively interactive talk by a
Gloucestershire writer, has something for everyone, and will bring back memories of
scuffed knees, fierce rivalries and eternal friendships.
Her articles, book reviews and author interviews have appeared in many publications. She is
the author of five non-fiction books. Her short biography of Jane Austen was published in
early 2014 by The History Press. She is a regular broadcaster on radio. She is an
accomplished public speaker, and also chairs events at literary festivals.
On Saturday 28th March Prestbury WI is holding a fund raising Coffee Morning at the WI
Hall. Doors open at 10am and coffee/tea and scones will be served from 10.30am. Entrance
is £2.00 and there will be a ‘Bring and Buy’ table and a raffle.
Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of
each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road.
For further information on WI activities please contact Anthea Nicholas on 01242 584485.
Our website can be accessed at prestburygloswi.btck.co.uk
Sally Alexander

Marle Hill WI
Mr Punch arrived at our February meeting accompanied by Emeritus Professor Diana
Humphrey and her partner Fred Ward. The puppet Punchinello came from Italy but is
likely to have originated in Egypt. From there the character spread throughout Europe and
beyond with variations and different names in every country. Records show that Mr Punch
first appeared in Covent Garden in 1660, was mentioned in Pepys’ diaries and became
popular when Cromwell banned live actors from performing, but not puppets. Originally
the puppets would have been marionettes, but as the travelling shows developed glove
puppets became more practical. Toby the dog was originally a cat.
A party of members met at The Ballroom Restaurant and had a very enjoyable evening; we
are planning to meet up at Flynn’s for lunch for our next meal out. Several members took
the bus to Painswick and spent a gloriously sunny, but cold, day at the Rococo Gardens
wandering amongst the drifts of snowdrops. The Craft and Book Clubs are proving
popular with regular monthly meetings. A social skittles evening gave us a chance to brush
up on our bowling skills, ready for this year’s Tournament. The first round of the County
Quiz has been arranged, so we shall have to brush the cobwebs away and get our brains fit
as well! There is also Prestbury WI’s Birthday Party to look forward to.
At our next meeting on 2nd March, Richard Burton is coming to enlighten us on ‘Life at
Barrington Court’. We shall all be baking again as there is Cake Sale to boost our funds.
We meet at 7.30pm at St Nicolas Church Hall, Swindon Lane and warmly welcome anyone
who would like to join us there.
Sara Jefferies
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Where friendship can lead
Daphne Philpot and
the Revd Damian Feeney
Thirty years ago, I met Damian Feeney who
had just come to Cheltenham Bournside
School as a newly qualified teacher of music.
The first few weeks in any new post can be
difficult but the transition from student
hood to the working world presents its
own challenges. An invitation to Sunday in a
home rather than in digs, especially with
home cooked food was readily accepted. I mentioned to Damian that I attended a church
and that he could come after the service or come with me. He chose to come to St Nics
with me. At St Nicolas he took his first serious steps into the Church of England.
Damian moved from his teaching career to train for the priesthood at Chichester, where
he met Fr Michael (another friendship). After ministering in the Diocese of Blackburn,
Damian was appointed as Vice-Principal at St Stephen’s House.
Fiona, his wife, first caught his eye whilst on teaching practice at Bournside. I recall their
marriage in St Mary’s church and a very good meringue dessert at their reception in the
Queen’s Hotel. Their move to Stroud connected them with Fr Stephen, as Damian took
on the post of organist at the church. Allan and I cemented our attachment to the growing
family when we became Godparents to their first daughter Rebecca, who in turn has
applied to train at St Stephen’s. We recall happy family occasions with the Feeneys: 3
children, a dog and a huge capacity for laughter.
Little did we know that 30 years later Damian would return with Fiona to St Nicolas to
captivate us with his scholarship, experience and passion for church mission, as he led the
4th session in the Food for Thought series. I include an extract from his talk on the Theology
of Mission, which could be of interest to you.
We know that growing churches usually have these characteristics (findings from the Church
growth research programme as presented in From Anecdote to Evidence) and so they are a helpful
checklist but there is no single recipe. Good leadership. A clear mission and purpose. Willingness
to self-reflect, to change and adapt according to context. The involvement of the whole people of
God. Prioritising growth. A clear, chosen style of worship. An emphasis on catechesis, on
nurturing disciples.
From Sunday lunch to Food for Thought.
That’s where friendship has taken us.
Daphne Philpot
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An Emerald Wedding Anniversary
This is an event which would normally pass un-noticed (the 55th). However Peter and I
decided to book a 24 day cruise in Nov/Dec 2014 to mark it. The itinerary was to the
Canary Islands, Senegal, Gambia and the Cape Verde Islands (Verde being suitable for an
Emerald anniversary) returning to the Canary Islands and El Ferol in north west Spain. The
risk of spreading the Ebola virus meant the west African stops were replaced by calls to Agadir
and Casablanca, and other events caused the trip to bear little resemblance to that booked.
The rain in the smaller Canary Islands had washed away the roads so we could only
disembark on Gran Canaria and have 2 excursions inland. In the 1400’s the aboriginal
people, the Guanches, were conquered by invading Spanish and in the 1700’s it became a
trading centre for ships from the middle and far east with wealthy merchants settling here.
There are many Roman Catholic churches with Spanish influence, the enormous Gothic
style church at Alta Vista like a cathedral dominating the landscape. All the islands are
volcanic; the huge Bandama Crater here is high in the mountains and long extinct with
crops growing in mineral rich soil. The Spanish influence was seen again with the rich church
altars and at the 16th century hacienda in the banana plantations where we enjoyed coffee.
While sailing toward the Cape Verde Islands the ship answered a distress call to rescue an
injured yachtsman. Our change of course left us only half a day on Sao Vincente in the
Cape Verde islands for an afternoon trek inland at the hottest time, in the 80’s, with bare
dramatic hills and mountains and few green crops where there was a little water. Our pickup vehicle took us to Salamansa, a remote fishing village where we were given tea/coffee in
a primitive building. Our more educated guide spoke English but the locals only spoke their
native Creole. The children, scantily clad, some barefoot, stood outside with bowls of shells
gathered to sell. The money was for equipping their school, another primitive building.
These volcanic islands were discovered by the Portuguese explorers in the mid-15th century
and only became inhabited in 1838 due to lack of water. The most southern and eastern
islands, which have more water and desalination plants, were developed as coaling stations
for the new steam ships and a trading centre for ships. They gained independence from
Portugal in 1975 of which they are proud but struggle to maintain. The islanders are
hardworking and always friendly, welcoming and pleased to show their traditional dancing
and music, eating mainly fish and rice.
We anchored at our third and largest island in the southern group, home to half the
population, with an international airport, desalination and some tourism. It is much greener,
growing sugar cane, coffee and tropical fruits. A volcano had erupted on the small island of
Fogo cancelling air travel and evacuating 2000 islanders who normally plane hop.
We still enjoyed an excursion inland to see the lush crops, strange insects, birds and
rampant wild flowers which we struggle to grow at home in the hottest summer. The
islanders enjoyed dancing for us in costume, playing on large shells, drums and trumpets.
Later we called in the market full of veg, fruit and an array of spectacular fish. We found the
only artisan shop where villagers bring their crafts to sell.
We befriended some of our Philippino crew. Our cabin steward was a young lady whose
father had died in one of the many hurricane disasters. She sent all her earnings to support
her mother. Many of the men had families, only seeing their children annually but always
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pleased to tell us about them. They formed a choir, entertaining us and taking part in the Sunday
ecumenical service. The captain led prayers for crew members affected by the latest hurricane.
Arriving again in the Canaries saw
no improvement. We anchored for
two nights at La Palma in the north
which is small and mountainous with
a huge central crater. Santa Cruz
has the oldest, most beautiful
churches of the islands. The narrow
cobbled streets lined with Canarian
balconies of Andalucian origin lead
to the old town hall dating from the
16th century. We bravely took a
public bus, climbing high above the
Old hacienda in Gran Canaria
town to the Sanctuary of the Virgin
of Nieves (meaning slaves) set on a peaceful plaza in trees. This is the island’s main object of
pilgrimage. A 14th century wooden sculpture of the Virgin Mary set on a glittering altar is carried
down in procession every 5 years, reminding us of the old slave trade with western Europe.
Sailing on brought us to Agadir in Morocco. In 1960 this city and port were destroyed by 2
earthquakes, a tidal wave and fire, killing 12,000. Today the new city is entirely modern
architecture, framed by the distant Atlas mountains to the east and a magnificent curved
beach. We travelled inland over the vast plain of the Sous valley where olives, citrus and
Argan trees found nowhere else in the world grow. Their hard
fruit yields oil used in health cures and cosmetics. We reached
the ancient walled city of Taroudant, with its ramparts and
minaret built in 1528. It is known as the “grandmother of
Marrakesh”, now the country’s capital. Our Muslim guide, in a
long white coat of fine wool and simple skull cap, took us on the
ramparts and round the tiny souks with owners chasing us for
custom, to a charming refreshment of fresh mint tea with sugar
served from an elegant silver pot and a workroom where women
on low stools ground oil out of Argan fruits on a quern stone.
A short sail north next day took us to Casablanca, originally a
tiny Berber dwelling taken by Portuguese who developed and
rebuilt it after an earthquake in 1755. Wealthy Spanish traders
settled there and later it was taken by the French forming a
protectorate modelled on Marseille, with a vast man-made
harbour and breakwater, gaining independence in 1956. It is
The beautiful mosque in now a vibrant city of European, African and Arabian peoples of
Casablanca
mixed faiths living together peaceably. In 1993 King Hassan ll
built an amazing mosque on the raised shoreline, third largest with the highest 4-sided
/continues at foot of page 27
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Tragedy in Christchurch – update
In January, we returned from our travelling, picked up the magazine (as you do) and
experienced a particular sense of déjà-vu. Stella had written an account of her visit to
Christchurch cathedral, pre-earthquake, and the subsequent damage and loss of life
following her stay in the city.
We had just returned from a wonderful Christmas in New Zealand with our family, and
were then exploring places more off the tourist trail on South Island. As we were taking an
internal flight, we had of necessity to visit Christchurch, and wished to explore the city,
which in parts resembles a giant building site.
After the earthquake, much use was made (and still is) of shipping containers to provide
shops, offices and public toilets!
The old cathedral was indeed a very sorry sight, surrounded by scaffolding, but only two
blocks away is the aptly-named Cardboard Cathedral. This has caused much local
discussion, some positive, some not so.
I found it quite emotional, representing a very ‘Kiwi’ positive attitude, in its use of available
material (cardboard, wood, and shipping containers!)
Janet Ford
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WANTED!!
Having helped with formatting and editing the magazine for nearly three years, I shall be
relinquishing this role once the June magazine is published. Please could you give serious
consideration as to whether you could take this on, even for just a few months? Good
English and a familiarity with Microsoft Word are the only qualifications. Please e-mail the
magazine on the usual address if you think you could help, and I would be pleased to give
any further information required.
Stella Caney

An Emerald Wedding Anniversary

continued from page 25

minaret in the world. The colonnades show influence of the Alhambra in Granada with fine
filigree plasterwork with Islamic symmetric tile designs on the walls and floor. Three
graduated golden spheres on the minaret represent the Muslim, Christian and Jewish
communities, seen from sea and land from afar.
Although we were unable to see some places, our cruise was full of interest and adventure.
There were friendships, kindnesses and a better understanding of people round the world,
their way of life, difficulties and battles with the elements. We felt very privileged; it was
certainly not to be missed with surprises at every turn.
Pat Attwood
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club
At the rather chaotic AGM, all business was covered, but not necessarily in the right order
– a bit like my piano playing! Following the business, we all had a bite to eat from the
buffet. Thank you to everyone who provided the delectable nibbles, and a “just for fun”
quiz. Although there were no prizes, there was a healthy rivalry between the three teams
taking part in the picture quiz, which was compiled by our Chairlady, thank you Esther – I
knew that being able to identify a Tasmanian devil would come in handy one day.
On Monday 23rd March, Marie Munday will present her demonstration “Day Trip to
London”. (Please note that is the demonstration name and not an outing, we are planning a
Club outing for the end of May/early June this year, details to follow as soon as the
Committee has made a final decision on the venue).
As well as the raffle of Marie’s arrangements there will be two competitions to enter.



A flower arranging competition – an arrangement in an egg cup, it would be lovely to see
a lot of entries - even I am going to have a go, and I’m a non-arranging flower arranger!
If photography is more your thing, why not enter our photography competition? Bring
along a photograph (max 10 x 8 inches) of something floral, it can be of your garden, a
close-up of a plant/flower, a view – anything to do with plants and trees – no pets or
grandchildren please .

The marking for each class will be: 3 points for 1 st place, 2 points for 2nd place and 1 point
for 3rd place, everyone who enters gets one point - just for entering! Please note only one
entry per member per class.
At the end of the year the winner of each class will be presented with a cup. This year’s
cups were won by Lesley Murphy – flower arranging class, and Pauline Cox – photography
class. Well done ladies .
Looking further ahead, on Monday 27th April we have a talk on “Unusual Plants” by Paul
Green, and on Monday 18th May, a demonstration by Bridgett Manton “Seasonal
Inspirations”.
Our club meets at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane usually on the fourth Monday of the
month; visitors are always welcome - £6 payable at the door.
If you would like more information about the club, please ring Esther on 01242 515478 or
Shirley on 01242 234472 or visit our web page www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com
Penny Kennard
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES
St Mary’s, Prestbury
Sunday

08.00
09.30
11.00
1st Sunday
18.30
2nd Sunday
18.30
Other Sundays 18.30
Monday
09.00
09.30
Wednesday
09.00
19.30
Thursday
10.30
Friday
08.00
Saturday
09.30

Said Eucharist
Celebrate! All-age worship
Sung Eucharist
Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court
Benediction in St Mary’s
Evening Prayer in St Mary’s
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist

St Nicolas, Prestbury
Sunday
Tuesday

09.30 Sung Eucharist
09.00 Morning Prayer
10.00 Said Eucharist
Daily (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays)
17.00 Evening Prayer

All Saints
Sunday

Last Sunday
Thursday

08.00
10.30
18.30
18.30
09.00
11.15

Said Mass
Sung Mass
Choral Evensong
Choral Evensong with Benediction
Morning Prayer
Said Mass

St Lawrence, Swindon Village
Sundays 1st
10.30
18.30
2nd
09.15
18.30
3rd & 4th
09.15
18.30
5th
09.15
18.30

Together @ Ten Thirty
Sung Holy Communion
BCP Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Songs of Praise

(alternates with St Mary Magdalene)

St Mary Magdalene
Sundays 1st,2nd,3rd& 4th10.30
5th
10.30
or
18.30

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Songs of Praise

(alternates with St Lawrence. On the Sundays we
host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)

~ 30 ~

Prestbury Parish Magazine

March 2015

North Cheltenham Churches FC
Mixed Fortunes for NCC in early 2015
On 24th January, and after three postponed games, NCC hosted Tewkesbury
Trinity Tigers. In the opening half hour NCC created several good scoring
chances but failed to put any away, although Andrew Murton had an effort
narrowly miss the post, and another was eventually held, rather fortuitously, by
the visiting keeper. Despite NCC’s greater possession the game remained evenly balanced.
With just over five minutes remaining before the break NCC sped down their right where
Patrick Gardner unleashed a powerful long-range shot from beyond the box. This flew over
the keeper and then dipped, to fall into the net, and so give NCC a deserved lead.
As the second half began each side wasted several opportunities, resulting in parity in the
game, and allowing the opposition something to play for. Once the hour mark had passed
NCC wrapped up the game with three further strikes. From an NCC corner Tewkesbury
exhibited poor marking; and as the ball came over it was missed by the defenders, but
Harry Wilks was on hand to poke it home. Panic briefly struck as the Tigers pulled a goal
back within a few minutes. However, all finished well as Oliver Lynott-May notched his
maiden goal with an unexpected lucky shot, and Barry Styman put away a loose ball from
close range. In the final stages NCC missed several more scoring chances, but they had
achieved a positive start to the New Year.
NCC 4 Tewkesbury 1
On the last day of January NCC made the short trip to Cheltenham Trinity. It
was the hosts who made most of the early running, and sent one effort over the
bar. After twenty-three minutes they scored when a run up the left wing found
two unmarked attackers who were able to prod the ball home, despite the best
efforts of the NCC defender on the line. As the interval approached so Cheltenham Trinity
scored the best goal of the match when a player flicked the ball over a defender and the
approaching keeper - great individual skill.
Early in the second half Cheltenham Trinity put the game out of reach as they doubled their
score in a twelve minute period. This began with a corner, which seemed to be covered by
the NCC defenders. As the high ball descended it curved, and flew beneath the bar to
enter the net; somewhat a fluky goal which stunned NCC. The icing was put on the Trinity
cake when a speedy forward outran the NCC defenders and entered an empty goal-area.
With only the keeper to beat he picked his spot, and put the ball in the slot! As the game
drew to a close NCC played some of their best football. They came up in numbers, used
the width of the pitch and endeavoured to control play; too little too late!
Cheltenham Trinity 4 NCC 0
Michael Wyatt
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The Cross and Friendship
People surprise us: the colleague I thought was fully behind me makes a
complaint to my boss about me, and yet the person who once stole my apple is
the person who now drives across the country to visit me.
Like the lad who was due to have chemotherapy: he decided to shave off his
hair so he wouldn’t have to live with it falling out in clumps, but found himself at
the barbers with all his classmates. They decided to join him so he wouldn’t feel
different and left out. Back at school, his teacher had gone bald overnight as
well.
And God surprises us. The one that we were maybe taught to be afraid of, the
one that we expected to be criticised by, shaves his head and joins in with us.
And not only that, he says ‘budge over, I’ll take the blame for this one for you’,
as the soldiers nail his naked body to the wooden cross. ‘Greater love has no
one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.’ (John 15:13)
God could have chosen to remain simply our King, but he chose to call us his
friends and as friends he now expects us to muck in together with him: “As the
Father has loved me, so have I loved you… Love each other as I have loved
you.” (John 15: 9, 12)
And so we go out of our way to meet people where they are, we join in with
them and share our apples. We ask God’s help to forgive our colleague, and we
do our best to build and rebuild friendships. And we pray that we may grow
deeper and deeper into love, that people will look at us and know that we are
followers of Jesus.

“A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13. 34–35)
Sarah and Neil Jones
All the Bible quotations are from NIV.
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Prestbury Parish Magazine is published on the last Sunday of the month
The deadline for copy for the April/May issue is Saturday 14th March 2015
Copy should be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’
c/o Maidenham, Mill Street, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 3BG
or by email to magazine@prestbury.net

