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From the Team Rector
A Jewish businessman sent his son to Israel for a year to absorb the culture. When the son
returned, he said, “Papa, I had a great time in Israel. By the way, I converted to Christianity.”
“Oy vey,” said the father. “What have I done?” He took his problem to his best friend, Isaac.
“Isaac,” he said, “I sent my son to Israel, and he came home a Christian. What can I do?”
“Funny you should ask,” said Isaac. “I too, sent my son to Israel, and he also came home a
Christian. Perhaps we should go see the rabbi.”
So they did, and they explained their problem to the rabbi.
“Funny you should ask,” said the rabbi. “I, too, sent my son to Israel, and he also came home a
Christian. What is happening to our young people?”
And so they all prayed, telling the Lord about their sons. As they finished their prayer, a voice
came from the heavens:
“Funny you should ask,” said the Voice. “I, too, sent my Son to Israel . . .”

There are lots of learning points we could draw from this story. “Travel broadens the
mind”. Parents need eventually to let their children find their own paths in life. Change is
inevitable. Communities are important – it helps to share our problems with supportive
friends. Prayer is good – God always answers even if not always in the way we expect.
I could go on, and no doubt you too can find other lessons to be drawn from such stories,
but at its heart this story also points us to those verses from John’s Gospel which explain
so powerfully God’s purpose for his Son and for us:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him” (John 3:16-17)
Christ’s birth, life and ministry, and particularly the events of that first Easter, are often said
to be the pivotal moment in human history; “the world would never be the same again”.
And yet much of the world did not change, and many people did not change. God did not
wave a magic wand and return us all to the ignorant bliss of the Garden of Eden. Instead, he
gave of himself, so that humanity might at last understand, individually and collectively, the
true nature of our relationship with God – the God who creates us, shares our humanity in
his only Son, and through that Son changes, and continues to change, individual lives. It is
God’s self-giving love that changes lives and brings our relationship with him into focus. For
some that love is expressed most fully in the Christmas story, when God’s great gift is first
manifested to the world. Others find Christ’s adult ministry, his teaching and his miracles,
as the most accessible evidence of God’s love and purpose. Yet others see the Cross and
Resurrection, both the horror and the glory, as the ultimate expression of the lengths to
which God goes to redeem us.
As Easter approaches, as we prepare to celebrate the culmination of Christ’s mission on
earth, we are invited to remember those verses from John’s Gospel – to remember why
God sent his Son into the world. It was not to condemn us, not to frighten us, not to shock
us, but simply to show God’s overwhelming love for all his creation and to invite us to
reflect and share that love with everyone.
With every blessing,

David Smith
~1~
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Probably by the time you read this, we will be in the joyful season of Eastertide. I wonder if
it’s a coincidence that this happy season falls at the same time of year as all the new flowers
and plants are springing into growth and there is a feeling of re-birth. Unless Easter comes
late, it is synonymous (on the Easter cards anyway) with daffodils and other yellow spring
flowers. There can be very few Easter gardens in church without primroses, primulas and
sometimes anemones, and the Easter garden is one of the enduring emblems of the
Church’s year.
Judging by the proliferation of garden centres and nurseries, gardening is alive and well and
being embraced by young people as well as old. A garden is a delightful asset to any home,
but joy can also be found in parks, walks through the country, or even just eye-ing up other
people’s gardens as you pass by! Another activity much in vogue is that of visiting gardens
of stately homes or castles through such organisations as the National Trust or Historic
Houses Association, to name but two.
In this issue, we have a contribution from Jerry Porter entitled Finding God in the Garden
on page 32, an article In Praise of Gardening from Ralph Griffin (page 3), and from David
Williams details of his horticultural experiences (page 4). We also have our regular article
from the Prestbury Flower arranging Club (page 28).
This year the Prestbury bi-annual open gardens festival will be taking place on 20th and 21st
June (see page 13 for full details).
Rather further from home, we have David and Wendy Price’s illustrated article on their
visit to the children’s home in Kenya (page 16).
Jean will be back among us when this copy of the magazine goes on sale, having returned
from a much-needed holiday in Sri Lanka. I hope we will hear about her trip in future
issues.
Further to my piece headed “Wanted!” in the last magazine, we do hope that someone will
come forward and offer to help with the editing of the magazine – this is my penultimate
issue!
Stella Caney
Cover Photo
Lupins at Snowshill Manor Gardens by Brian Wood

_________________________________________________________
June - Magazine Deadline: Saturday 16th May 2015
Future Themes:

June

Bells

July / August

English rivers
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In praise of gardening
“God has given us a book full of stories,
Which was made for His people of old,
It begins with the tale of a garden,
And ends with the city of gold.”
So goes the old hymn.
The book of Genesis sets the stage of world history. As the book unfolds we learn about
the great story of God’s redemption of his people. We learn about God’s creation of the
world and its rebellion against him.
“God created a garden in Eden which is in the east and there he put the man he had
fashioned. God caused to spring up from the soil every kind of tree, enticing to look at and
good to eat.”
So ‘The Garden of Eden’ – Paradise - entered our consciousness and our literature. That
brings me some thoughts about gardens and gardening and - a new word - ‘allotmenting’.
As the writers of Genesis put it: ‘every kind of tree (plant), enticing to look at and good to
eat’. What we strive for in our gardening is a piece of God’s earth which is enticing ‘to
look at and produces things which are good to eat.’
I was impressed with the ‘Lent Book’ recommended by our Archbishop of Canterbury
written by Desmond Tutu and called ‘In God’s Hands’. This readable and helpful book gets
down to some of the essentials of our Christian faith. In his introduction to Desmond
Tutu’s book, the Archbishop of Canterbury says we should ‘return to the scriptures’ for
the way in which we see the world.
In Genesis God is pictured as speaking the WORD and so causing everything to come into
being. We read: “God saw everything that God created and it was very good”. Yes,
everything - including our gardens and allotments is very good. Hooray! (or should I say
Alleluia?) God’s creation is very good and there to be properly enjoyed by us.
Not only that, we humans are given ‘dominion’ over all creation. That’s why we were
created. We’re meant to be caring in how we deal with the rest of God’s creation. God
wants everything to flourish. Are we doing God’s will when we are gardening? YES.
We’re being partners with God, or as Archbishop Tutu reminds us, we are all ‘viceroys’ –
standing in for God. We are, as another author reminds us ‘God’s Hands’.
Those of us who go back with our peasant ancestors and till the soil and enjoy ourselves
can follow our delightful hobby (and keep fit) with confidence that we are ‘working with
God’ and delighting in creation.
Ralph Griffin

~3~
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Wandering Through a Gardener’s Mind
Other writers in this month’s magazine will start with the first garden recorded in the Bible,
so I will not mention the Garden of Eden. I became ingrained with horticulture when I left
school and came into the family business of growing tomatoes, cucumbers and
chrysanthemum blooms for Christmas. My mother was a keen gardener and I used a small
plot to grow my first real crop, potatoes - a wonderful crop to clear the ground of weeds
and produce something all young men need, that is, something to fill our ever empty
stomachs. Wartime restrictions had meant no cucumbers could be grown, only tomatoes
because they were more nutritious, in the nursery.
Time spent away at Pershore Institute of Horticulture for a year gave me two things that
were to affect my subsequent life. Firstly, I met an attractive Cornish young lady who was
to become my wife, and secondly, a greater knowledge and appreciation of all plants. It
also taught me one can never stop learning about trees, shrubs and plants. There is never
only one way to do a job or treat a plant, situations often play a part and this often includes
the gardener him or herself. This early period made me want to innovate and try new
ways and watch others develop new ideas. This continues apace today. The coming of
plastics has had a profound effect on production, reducing labour costs, no more hanging
on hosepipes for hours when spray lines and trickle watering systems were easily available.
Polythene sheets could be made 30 feet wide and 150 feet long and could now provide
additional covered cropping areas at a much lower cost than glass. This meant glasshouse
nurseries were going to expand production more quickly and cheaply than ever anyone in
the late 1950’s could have imagined.
We have always enjoyed visiting other people’s gardens, whether they be small rear
gardens or grand estates or research stations or botanical gardens or arboretums. It is
always so intriguing to observe how people have laid out their patch, whether by a grand
design right at the start, or by a gradual development over time. Maybe a large feature has
died, or outlived its finest display that has caused the move to a different and adapted
design in the mind’s eye of the owner from the one first envisaged. The National Gardens
Scheme was set up as a fund-raising scheme to help retired district nurses. Their Yellow
Book is a great guide as to where to visit whatever the season. We have met so many
friends or customers on these visits which add to the experience. Of course, no visit
should go without the delicious homemade cakes and cups of tea to be found there. It is
not just the refreshment to be had on a hot day in summer, or a warming cuppa in the cool
early spring or late autumn, but the time to sit in the host’s garden and really take in this
area, to appreciate fully the beauty of the plants around one and warm to the whole layout
of the confined space. No two gardens are the same, the situation of the slope or flatness,
whether the soils are sandy or clay, limey or acid. They all play such an important part in
the choice of the plantings.
When we retired and moved house we were delighted to find a garden, though long and
not very wide with a long strip of grass up the centre, for we could get to, and sketch out
on paper some ideas of what we might like to do with the land. A few birch trees came
down, but no regrets about their loss as we were to plant more bushes and shrubs to
replace them. This should keep our green credentials safe. Our idea was to have themes in
the different areas and the winding path would lead the visitor’s eye to each and then to
~4~
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walk to investigate them in detail. We were amused to note that our new garden is the
smallest in the road, a good thing perhaps in the long run as we grow older and perhaps
less able to cope with all the tasks.

Our first summer

Last summer

We still grow tomatoes and cucumbers under cover, can’t resist it.
David Williams

~5~
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Prestbury St Mary’s Church Flowers for Easter
The St Mary’s Church flower arrangers will be decorating the church for Easter on Easter
Eve. White Easter lilies are always a lovely feature of the displays. If you would like to
sponsor a lily in memory of a loved one, there will be envelopes for donations and a list in
church during the weeks before Easter. We would also be pleased to receive any offers of
help, either with a contribution towards cost, or with preparing the displays on the day.
Thank you.
Wendy Price & Sheila Beer

Help choose the Magazine cover photo
Choosing the cover of our Magazine is often an exciting and sometimes daunting
experience.
Each month members of the editorial team gather around our webmaster’s computers!!
and look for images which are linked to our monthly theme...and, probably more
importantly, but most challenging, inspiring in subject matter and photographic interest/
beauty. A recent example - The cover for February, a stunning photo of Gloucester
Cathedral.
Above all else, we want our readers and potential readers to be interested enough by the
image, to delve straight into the magazine!
As an example, recently Brian asked some of the St Nicolas’ congregation to think of what
the theme ‘friendship’ meant for them and the ensuing image and result was chosen for the
front cover in March. The two ladies involved were thrilled to be on the front cover and
joked with Jean as to whether she would like a ‘signed’ copy of the Magazine. This
interaction is energising for team members.
We have recently received feedback that our front cover should be/could be more family
orientated, with the aim of attracting a younger readership! We are always looking for
‘vertical’ photos. Perhaps we could forward front cover images via the Celebrate Social
Media site with the support of Jerry and Louise? If we received feedback direct from the
site it would help us to understand what people are saying about our front cover and the
types of images they relate to.
Jean Johnson
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Prestbury Parish Cross – a visible sign of Easter
The Prestbury Parish Cross will again be visible to all this Easter outside the URC. With its
decorations relevant to the special days, it will have crossed palms, a crown of thorns and
finally a wreath of flowers to symbolise new life. The wreath will be made as usual by Dee
Graham of St Mary’s. Thank you to all others involved in the dressing of the Cross and to
Mike Aldridge of the URC who made the Cross several years ago and who will be putting it
up. The Cross will be floodlit during the evenings and is a dramatic symbol of Easter and
our Christian unity.
Fiona Hall

The Walk led by Janet Waters on 7 March took in the
historic sites in the city of Gloucester
Our next walk is on Saturday 25 April around Guiting Power
~7~
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Quiz Evening held at St Nicolas
The quiz evening held at St Nicolas church hall was a great opportunity to get together with
friends, keep the brain cells ticking over and raise funds for the church.

The dozen or so teams, with a variety of interesting and sometimes obscure names, battled
it out over a series of rounds with questions ranging from having to guess the identity of a
plane from its picture to having to work out a mathematical sum and identifying a famous
film from its opening line. There really were questions to suit all interests and all ages.
After two hours of intense concentration and lots of good humour, the winners were
announced but I’m sure that everyone who was there enjoyed themselves regardless of the
final result. Thanks to the organisers and refreshments team for laying on such a fun
evening - we’re all looking forward to another quiz next year!
Karen Brooks

Karen was too modest to write it was her
team who won the quiz! Here they are:
(l to r) Steve, Paul, Margaret, Miriam, Fred
and Karen. Well done! - Ed

Pictures by Brian Wood
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Prestbury Memorial Trust

Prestbury Memorial Trust has been very fortunate in securing funding for the coming year
for its ‘Sit and Fit’ group which meets on a Wednesday afternoon in the library. With the
support of our local county councillor, Mr David Prince, we have received a generous grant
from the Council through the ‘Active Together’ initiative. This will be used to buy
equipment and to secure the services of our dedicated physiotherapist, Jo, who runs the
lively weekly session. The class offers our senior citizens an opportunity to exercise and to
keep fit in a fun way with tea and biscuits to look forward to plus plenty of chatter and
laughter. If you wish to know more about ‘Sit and Fit’ or indeed, any of The Trust’s
activities, please contact the Warden on 01242 579097.
Jane Banwell

Dates for your Diary
Friday 5th June: Coffee and Cake at the Royal Oak from 10-12noon.
Friday 12th June: Gloucestershire Police Male Voice Choir in concert from 7.30pm at
St Mary’s Church.

~ 10 ~
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Forthcoming Events
Coffee Morning – Saturday 4 April 2015
Please join us in the Prestbury URC for our monthly Saturday coffee morning on 4th April
from 10.30–12.00. Raffle, books and cake stall, not to mention the legendary toasted teacakes!

Notice of Prestbury APCM – 12 April 2015
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows the Annual Meeting of Parishioners,
will take place on Sunday 12th April at St Nicolas’ Church at 3.30pm. This is a chance to
come to hear a review and reports of what has taken place during the last year, together
with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask questions.
At the meeting, elections to the PCC take place. Nominations for PCC members will be
displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the two Sundays prior to the
meeting. Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a person who is on the electoral
roll of the parish and they should also be asked if they are willing to stand! Please may I ask
all those people who provide reports for the meeting to let me have them as soon as
possible? Many thanks.
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 3.30pm, is a short meeting to elect
Churchwardens; two for St Mary’s and two for St Nicolas. Candidates must be nominated
and seconded before the meeting begins. Nomination lists will also be displayed on the
notice boards of both churches. Anyone who lives within the parish or who is on the
church electoral roll may attend and vote at this meeting.
Debbie Forbes, PCC Secretary

Friends of All Saints’ News
Our next Meeting is on the 16th April at 2.30p.m. in the Church, when our Speaker will be
Fr Mike French giving a talk entitled ‘Delving into Dickens’. Father Mike is a familiar figure to
us all and if his sermons are anything to go by, then we are all in for an interesting
afternoon. We look forward to seeing you, and any of your friends are more than
welcome to come along to our meetings. Refreshments are available after the presentation
Joy Tindle, Secretary, FoAS

Blue Moon Harmony Choir
On Saturday the 25th April at St Nicolas Church Hall, Swindon Lane from 10 am - 12 noon.
Members of the Blue Moon Harmony Choir invite you to join them for a relaxed morning
of music and refreshments at their coffee morning. There is no entry charge just come
along when it suits you to enjoy tea, coffee and homemade cakes. During the morning the
choir will entertain you with some of their songs and we run a raffle. This is a great way to
spend a Saturday morning; so why not come along with your friends? All proceeds will go
towards our charitable events during the year.
Avril Keen
~ 11 ~
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May Fair – Saturday 2nd May
The annual Prestbury URC May Fair will be held on Saturday 2 May at 10.00. There will be
the usual stalls: cakes, tombola, books, raffle, plants, toys etc. as well as refreshments in the
small hall. Please do come along and meet your friends over a coffee and maybe pick up a
bargain. If you have any items you wish to donate (not jumble) then please contact Fiona
Hall on prestbury@urcic.org.uk

Tewkesbury Choral Society

“ETERNAL LIGHT”
A programme of inspiring music by English Composers in Tewkesbury
Abbey at 7.30pm, Saturday 9th May 2015
Goodall — Eternal Light: a Requiem
Vaughan Williams — Five Mystical Songs
Holst — Two Psalms
to be performed by Tewkesbury Choral Society
with Chameleon Arts Orchestra conducted by John Holloway
Soloists: Alexander Aldren, Hannah Davey and Thomas Humphreys
Tickets £15 from Society members, Tewkesbury Abbey Shop, Roses Theatre (01684 295074
www.rosestheatre.org.uk) or at the door. Accompanied schoolchildren free

READING GROUP
The next book that the Reading Group will be discussing will be ‘Shirley’ by Charlotte
Bronte. This novel was published under the name Currer Bell and was written after she
wrote Jane Eyre.
The novel is set in Yorkshire in the period 1811-12 during the industrial depression
resulting from the Napoleonic Wars and the War of 1812. The background of the novel is
the Luddite uprisings in the Yorkshire textile industry.
We will meet on Wednesday 27 May 2015 at Evesham Road, GL52 3JT, Telephone Mary
Cummings on 01242 243216 for any further information on the group.
Fiona Hall
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April Diary and Calendar
Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4

SUNDAY 5
Mon
6
Tue
7
Wed
8
Thu
9
Fri
10
Sat
11
SUNDAY 12

Wed
Fri
Sat

15
17
18

SUNDAY 19
Tues
21
Thu

23

Sat

25

SUNDAY 26
Tue
28
Wed
29

Wednesday of Holy Week
1930 Said Eucharist and Stations of the Cross
St Mary’s
Maundy Thursday
1030 Service of the Word
St Mary’s
1930 Eucharist of the Last Supper
St Nicolas
Good Friday
1030 Celebrate! Service
St Mary’s
1030 Good Friday Service
St Nicolas
1400 Liturgy of Good Friday
St Mary’s
Easter Eve
2100 Team Easter Vigil
All Saints
EASTER DAY
Monday of Easter Week
Tuesday of Easter Week
Wednesday of Easter Week
Thursday of Easter Week
Friday of Easter Week
1130 Wedding of Benjamin Jones and Harriet Bird
St Mary’s
Saturday of Easter Week
2nd Sunday of Easter
1030 Elmstone Hardwicke APCM
St Mary Magdalene
1500 Prestbury APCM
St Nicolas
1530 Baptism of Ellie Bence and Hughie Bence
St Mary’s
1430 Welcome on Wednesday
St Nicolas
1400 John Mead Art Group
St Nicolas
1330 Wedding of Daniel Capindale and Keri Simmonds St Mary’s
1530 Wedding of Colin Maltby and Patricia Bossio
St Mary’s
3rd Sunday of Easter
Anselm, abbot, archbishop, teacher of the faith
1930 LMT
St Mary’s
George, martyr, patron of England
1930 Celebrate! Band Practice
St Mary’s
Mark the Evangelist
1130 Wedding of David Setchell and Shirley Whitten
St Mary’s
4th Sunday of Easter
1930 Mothers’ Union
St Nicolas
Catherine of Siena
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May Diary and Calendar
Fri

1

Sat
2
SUNDAY 3
Sat
9
SUNDAY 10

Thu

14

Fri

15

Sat
16
SUNDAY 17
Tue
19
Wed
Fri
Sat

20
22
23

SUNDAY 24
Mon
25
Tue
26
Wed
27
SUNDAY 31

Philip and James, Apostles
1930 Cleeve Chorale Concert
Athanasius, bishop
5th Sunday of Easter
1500 Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary
6th Sunday of Easter
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
0930 Baptism of Jane Weller during Celebrate!
1900 Taizé
Ascension Day
1930 Team Sung Eucharist
Matthias the Apostle
1400 John Mead Art Group
1430 Wedding of Joseph Hanks and Joanna Brown
7th Sunday of Easter
Dunstan, archbishop, monastic reformer
1000 St Mary’s Junior School Church Service
1930 LMT
1430 Welcome on Wednesday
1230 Wedding of Matthew Boulton and Elizabeth Aylott
1330 Wedding of Oliver Eden and Lucie Deegan
1900 Food for Thought by John McElroy
PENTECOST
The Venerable Bede, monk, scholar
Augustine, archbishop
1930 Mothers’ Union
1400 Buildings and Fabric Meeting
TRINITY SUNDAY

From the Registers
Baptisms
February

Funerals
February

1 Gracie Mia Godfrey
8 Milo Roger Ian Fish
15 Callum John Wright
5 Adam Dudley Tasker
10 Carole Anne Powell
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A Trip to Kenya with Kenya Projects (UK)
29th December 2014 found me crammed in a dilapidated minibus heading north from
Nairobi to Embu, 100 miles away. I was one of 7 new recruits for URC Minister Maz Allen’s
biennial visit to St Stephen’s Children’s Home, and Utugi Boys’ Home, which offer a home
and education to street children, and support vulnerable children from families in
difficulties. Arriving in Embu after 3 hot and dusty hours, it was a great relief to relax in the
pleasant grounds of the Izaac Walton Hotel. The full team of 24, travelling at their own
expense, were there to offer practical help to St Stephen’s and to Utugi.
The day we arrived at St Stephen’s we were warmly welcomed by excited children and
staff. There was an environmental project going on and all the children (and some of our
team) went into town to pick up litter. Though a small token, this was not only good for
the environment, it also publicised the existence of the Home.
With your support, the St Stephen’s team had raised £28,600. £24,000 of this went to our
primary project—putting the second storey on two staff houses. We were delighted to find
the building work completed and finishing touches being done in time for the Bishop to visit
and bless each room (including the bathroom!).

The Bishop blesses the new rooms at St Stephen’s

Litter picking

Our on-site project was to paint two nursery classrooms and the homework room. Over
the next week we transformed the rooms with blue, yellow, red and magnolia gloss paint
and much elbow grease to remove layers of dust and grime. The result was really
appreciated by the children, who had great fun trying to “help” but hampered progress with
their attempts, which resulted in a lot of paint and handprints on the floor and walls,
requiring copious efforts with the turps! One of the rooms has nine wooden beds in it for
the children to have an afternoon nap. The mattresses were so dilapidated that they were
thrown out and we bought new ones, plus pretty covers.
Our visit coincided with the 20th anniversary of the opening of St Stephen’s. In 1988 the
Bishop of Embu approached Jessie to start feeding street children under a tree, and then at
the Diocesan Office. As numbers grew, new premises were needed and in 1994 a bungalow
with a large plot of land was purchased on the outskirts of Embu. With the drive of Jessie as
the Head, Diocesan and local support and recruitment of business and overseas sponsors,
the Home has grown immensely with accommodation and facilities for children and staff,
and new projects including the nursery school, Posho Mill, small shop etc all of which bring
in financial support. Sadly, Deaconess Jessie retired while we were there but she was
~ 16 ~
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honoured at the 20th Anniversary Celebration, attended by the new Bishop of Embu. His
wife, Reverend Mercy, will be the new Head of Home. There was singing and dancing and a
formal handover. The achievements of the school children were praised, as after 20 years
there are many who have progressed to further education and good careers. There
followed a large celebratory meal with special cake!
Wendy and I were keen to see Joyce, the child we sponsor, and visited her at home with
her family in a very rural and isolated area. As she is physically disabled we felt doubtful
about her ability to cope there, but she seemed happy and well cared for. She now attends
Thika Salvation Army Secondary School, where she boards during term time, and has
specialist support.
On Sunday we had some free time at the hotel, and were surprised to see a large, welldressed group appearing at the side of the swimming pool. A baptism ceremony followed,
with happy music, and several people being fully immersed in the pool!
During our stay we celebrated New Year at very close quarters to a large firework display
in the hotel garden, (Health and Safety not applicable here!!) We also visited an orphanage,
the medical centre we painted last year, Utugi and the local hospital. We enjoyed a short
visit to Aberdare National Park before returning home.
The highlight of the visit is being with the children, who love to chat, make friends and play.
Their ages range from 5 to mid-20s. We held a party for them, giving new shoes and
presents including drinks flasks, and small toys and clothes which had been donated. They
sang and entertained us. The children in the “Family Support” scheme, who still live with
families, but are supported with their education etc, all came into St Stephen’s for the party.
The children particularly enjoyed playing with balloons; bursting them loudly caused much
amusement! Most of the children have sponsors, from UK, Canada and Germany, and more
are always needed as new children require help.

Joyce and family at their home

A Baptism in the pool

I felt that the visit was very worthwhile, much appreciated by the children, and by the staff,
who work so hard for the children’s benefit and deserve our support. It was good to see
how very effectively the money raised has been used, and how valuable the sponsorship is
in enabling the children to continue with education. If anyone would like more information
about St Stephens and sponsorship, please get in touch.
David Price
~ 17 ~
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World Malaria Day 25 April 2015
World Malaria Day was started in 2007 by the World Health Organisation and is a day to
raise awareness of the disease and to have an understanding of the problems associated
with the malaria.
Half the world’s population are at risk of malaria, yes that is HALF the world population.
The most affected areas are in the poorer parts of the world and especially Africa.
Countries such as Mauritius, Turkmenistan, the United Arab Emirates, Morocco and
Armenia have recently managed to eliminate the disease altogether. Countries on the brink
of elimination include Cape Verde, Malaysia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Turkey
In 2013 there were 193 million cases of malaria and 627,000 deaths.
The better news is that global malaria has reduced by 45% in the years 2000-2012.
Malaria is spread by the bite of the mosquito carrying the parasite Plasmodium. It causes
fever, headache, sweats and vomiting and ultimately sometimes leads to death.





Those most vulnerable are children under 5 years and pregnant women.
Every minute a child dies of malaria.
90% of deaths are children under 5 living in Africa.
In pregnant women it can cause spontaneous abortion, still birth, premature birth
and severe anaemia.

Sadly there are no effective vaccines as yet. However early diagnosis and early health care
vastly improves a person’s outlook by helping to reduce the progress of the disease. Surely
this is every person’s fundamental right?
One of the most effective preventative measures is the use of insecticidal impregnated
mosquito nets. They are effective for up to 5 years and in 2013 49% of the population at
risk had access to nets. This is progress indeed but what about the other 51%?
Spraying homes and public places with insecticide (DDT) is also effective and has helped to
reduce the prevalence of the disease.
Although the disease is that of poorer countries it can also cause poverty as families can get
caught in a downward spiral when family members are ill.
Can we help? Many charities are working to supply nets to as many people as possible and
Christian Aid has a campaign to support this. It only costs £3 to supply a net to a child or
children. However nets do not cure malaria so the fight must go on for better living
conditions and better health services.
The recent Ebola outbreak has probably had a significant effect on the progress of these
campaigns as all health care workers have been focused on this area. The fear of the Ebola
virus has stopped children being brought to clinics and hospitals. Let us hope that as the
Ebola crisis draws to a close the spotlight can again be turned to the huge number of
people suffering from malaria. During the 7 months of the Ebola crisis 40 times more
Africans will have died of hunger and 70 times as many will have died of malaria.
Take a moment on 25th April to remember those suffering from this dreadful disease.
Maggie Morris
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Macs Spectacles
Thank you all for your continued support of our ophthalmic clinic in Malawi. Yesterday,
14th March I helped load 2800 cu ft of items for transport to Malawi by the Diocese of
Birmingham to 3 collection points in southern, middle and northern Malawi. Our spectacles,
and those given by MACS through their other churches were a small part of the whole
container but they will help to provide visual help for those in the greatest need so please
keep them coming and I will arrange an annual shipment for them.
The photos show my car loaded with all the MACS gifts which include educational books
and paper for the schools, and also sewing material for use in the training centre supported
by MAC; the size of the container on the left in the photo; and the final load. All this will be
distributed to church organizations on arrival of which MACS is a small part.
Please to continue to help and support us.
Roger Hodges
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‘still small voice’
The full title of the current exhibition at The Wilson, Cheltenham’s local museum, is:
‘still small voice: British biblical art in a secular age (1850 - 2014)’.
The exhibition fills two large galleries, with paintings, drawings and sculpture by well-known
names. I went to see it with my husband, and we spent more time there than we had
planned.
I can’t choose favourites, but here are three pictures I returned to for a second look:
First, a drawing by Stanley Spencer called “Sewing on a button”. Much of Spencer’s art
reflects his vision of heaven in his local village and, as here, in his own home. He draws
himself standing passive and child-like while the solid and competent figure of his wife
replaces a button on the jacket he is wearing; heavenly grace expressed in an every-day act
of kindness.
Next, the Coronation of the Virgin, by Edward Burra, memorable for its freshness and
exuberance. This huge painting is set out in a conventional way: at the top of the picture
the Virgin, dressed in a blue cloak, receives a golden crown from the seated figure of the
Son while a sort of garland of rejoicing figures, both angels and humans, curls from heaven
down to earth. The colour is brilliant, deep blue and glowing red, with yellow accents from
the angels’ trumpets. Look further and there are surprises, the faces in the foreground are
undoubtedly from the 20th century, and the black woman among the angelic trumpeters is
surely playing jazz.
Finally, two depictions of the Crucifixion by Craigie Aitchison. Colours from a child’s paintbox, crude images with no detail, you might dismiss these without a closer look. But they
are worth getting to know, and each of the two conveys a different message. They haunt
me.
Every other visitor to the exhibition will make different choices, and many would be
horrified at my selection: “how could you not mention… ?” Go and see what your choice
would be. The exhibition is at The Wilson in Clarence Street, once known as the
Cheltenham Museum and Art Gallery; entrance is free, and it is here until 3 May.
Beryl Elliott
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Book Review: Meeting God in Mark by Rowan WIlliams
The readings for the current Church year are using Mark’s Gospel so it is helpful to read
former archbishop Rowan Williams’ new perspective on the purpose of this shortest
gospel. Williams’ book is 75 pages so can, like the gospel, be read in one sitting or over a
week, but both need to be reread paragraph by paragraph as they set off many thoughts.
Williams’ book divides into three sections: exploring the
context in which the gospel was written; asking why people
were asked to not tell of their experiences; and why the
gospel has such an abrupt end. Each of these discussions is
broken down offering a wide and deep knowledge of human
behaviour and relationships at the time of Jesus, and through
to modern day relevance. There are facts and ideas for the
novice, as well as fresh perspectives for those familiar with
the gospel story and Christian life.
A good case is put for Mark being from a merchant family
with an education but experience with the common man
trading around the Mediterranean ports. It seems likely he
was well known to contemporary readers, being the Mark
who accompanied Peter and or Paul, recording their stories
of Jesus and experiencing the teaching which became more
refined as it was made relevant to each community. It is likely that many copies of the
document were circulated around a time of Christian persecution so would have been
carefully crafted to support the struggle and difficulty being experienced but saying, ‘This is
a life changing announcement!” which is the meaning of Gospel.
Many of the stories in Mark’s gospel make familiar reading, but it is odd that we come in
with Jesus already grown up, several events are repeated, and the original ending at the
tomb is abrupt. Throughout the gospel Jesus is identified as the Messiah by people or evil
spirits within people but he tells them to not disclose this. However, they do so with the
result that people flock for help. He does not seem to like doing miracles, and will often
make his teaching purposefully confusing, especially to those closest to him. When there is an
experience of relationship in faith and change of attitude he is much more animated and this,
Williams argues, is what makes him different from other miracle workers of the time and present.
The final events of Jesus life and Passion take one third of the Gospel, much higher than the
others. The events are set out at three hourly intervals which fit in with Jewish ceremony
and even today, allow a reader to walk round the sites in Jerusalem where events took
place. It is here that Jesus finally says to the authorities, “I am the Messiah” and each court
reacts, the religious leaders with deaf ears, and the Roman commander out of character.
The first visitors to the tomb are told he is raised but cannot believe it.
But they did tell of their experiences and the message has been told around the world and
down time, so we are asked repeatedly to read the gospel so we can retell the “Good News”.
www.spckpublishing.co.uk £8.99 - Amazon £6.29 - Kindle £5.39
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St Mary’s Thursday Morning Eucharist 10.30 am
Every week we meet for half an hour away from the rush of everyday life, to give thanks to
God for all his blessings, particularly flowers and gardens, which we are highlighting this
month. The churchyard has been very colourful with all the crocuses in full bloom.
We follow the service with a cup of coffee/tea and biscuits provided by Joan Rushworth.
Thank you, Joan. We started serving coffee in 1999, and it is still continuing each week.
Each year we donate £100 to charity, and this time it is for the Marie Curie Cancer Fund.
In total for 2014 we have collected £500.
Please come and join us - you are sure of a warm welcome. Usually, there are 18-20
worshippers.
Doreen Morris

Prestbury URC March Coffee Morning & Bric a Brac Sale –
Thank You !
Many thanks to all who helped, donated or attended the Spring Bric-a-Brac Sale. A grand
total of £366 was generated for church funds.

Prestbury WI
On Monday 13th April at the WI Hall, Peter Badham will be giving us a talk on the History
of Badham Pharmacy. Richard Badham founded the Badham Pharmaceutical Empire in
Gloucestershire more than 6 decades ago. Now run by his son, Peter Badham with his wife
Lyn, the business has grown to 14 different branches across the county. Peter, who is also
Vice President of the Bishops Cleeve Chamber of Commerce helps organise the village’s
street fair, Christmas lights celebration and is involved in the Stoke Road Surgeries Patient’s
Participation Group.
At the meeting on Monday 11th May members will be discussing and voting on Resolutions
determined from previous votes from the regions. This will be followed by a ‘Fish and Chip
Supper’.
Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of
each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road.
For further information on WI activities please contact Sally on 01242 523558. Our website
can be accessed at prestburygloswi.btck.co.uk. where you will find information on the monthly
talks and other activities and photographs of recent events.
Sally Alexander
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Marle Hill WI
There could have been a bit of confusion at our March meeting as Richard Burton was the
speaker. He was not a reincarnation but told us some amusing stories of his experiences
having a famous name, his friend’s name is Robin Hood! His illustrated talk was about being
brought up as the son of the Head Gardener at Barrington Court in Somerset. The original
house was built between 1540 and 1560 and was acquired by the National Trust in 1907,
being one of their first properties. Despite being much neglected and a near ruin the Trust
was nearly bankrupted raising the funds. In 1918 Colonel Lyle, of Golden Syrup fame,
renovated and extended the property. During the War it was occupied by an evacuated
school so, by the time Richard Burton’s father arrived in 1947, the property and especially
the gardens were badly in need of a little tlc. The gardens now are restored and the house,
though void of furniture, is also fully renovated again.
We were sorry to hear of the deaths of past member Carol Powell and also Margaret
Morgan’s husband Ray who had given us talks in the past and been MC at one of our
Pudding evenings. We met up for lunch at Flynn’s and next month are off to try out a
monthly Lunch Club that is held at Dumbleton Hall. We made up a team at St Nicolas
Church Quiz Night – and came away with a wooden spoon each! An enjoyable evening
was had but we did not excel at the quiz part! Let us hope our brains are a little more
alert at the County Quiz.
A great time was had at Cheltenham Festival on Ladies’ Day. Sue had a big win and made a
profit on the day, the rest of us came away a little poorer. We certainly saw some sights
with all the ladies’ various outfits and hats, some a little chilly for March and more suited for
Ascot I think. The Annual Council meeting in the Town Hall saw the arrival of the
Centenary Baton that was passed amongst the delegates there before travelling by bus,
bicycle, horse and car and then passed on to the next sector of the county. April plans
include a social skittles evening in Charlton Kings, Supper and Skittles at the Suffolk Arms
and the first round of the County Skittles Tournament. Anyone would think we were keen
on the game!
In May we are planning a Hen Night for Jenny who is getting married later in the month and
a Group meeting with the ‘Flower Lady’. The Craft and Book Groups are still meeting
regularly and the coffee mornings/tea afternoons give us time to socialise and boost our
speaker fund.
At our meeting on 13th May Fiona Eadie’s talk is entitled ‘Telling of Local Stories, Tradition
and Tales’. In May we shall discuss and vote on the Resolution to be debated at the
National Annual Meeting in the Royal Albert Hall. Should anyone like to join us for the
evening at St Nicolas Church Hall they will be made most welcome.
Sara Jefferies
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club
Joan Southerton, who visited us in February, did some splendid arrangements – any of
which I would have been happy to win in the raffle as none were too large, but I didn’t! I
hope the lucky winners enjoyed their arrangements.

Also at the meeting, the Betty Littley Cup for flower arranging was presented to Lesley
Murphy by our President Rosemary Sandberg, well done Lesley.
On Monday 27 April Paul Green will be visiting us to give a talk on “Unusual Plants”,
followed by tea/coffee and biscuits, and a chance to catch up with friends and browse the
sales table.
Bridgette Manton will be presenting “Seasonal Inspirations” on Monday 18 May, please note
the date as it’s the third Monday instead of usual fourth due to Spring Bank Holiday, and
there will be another chance to win one of the arrangements in the raffle as well as the
usual sales table and tea/coffee and biscuits.
It may seem a bit early to mention an outing planned for June, but time flies, so here’s the
first call for our trip to Pam Lewis’s Gardens, Marston, Nr. Devizes, Wiltshire
This year’s outing will take place on Thursday 11 June 2015. Itinerary  coffee and biscuits
on arrival  garden tour  two course lunch (ham, quiche, salad, etc. and choice of three
desserts)  flower arranging demonstration  tea and homemade cake  raffle (of Pam’s
arrangements). The cost of the outing is £35.00 per person which includes coach travel.
The trip is open to members and non-members – so bring a non-arranging friend. As Pam is
a blacksmith as well as a flower arranger and renowned gardener they are bound to find the
day enjoyable and interesting.
Looking even further ahead, on Monday 22 June, we have a demonstration by Carol
Gardiner “Paper to China” and the flower arranging competition topic is “In a Flower Pot”,
photography competition as usual (see website for guidance)
Our club meets at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane usually on the fourth Monday of the
month, visitors are always welcome £6 payable at the door.
If you would like more information about the club, please ring Esther on 01242 515478 or
Shirley on 01242 234472 or visit our web page www.prestburyflowerarrangingclub.com
Penny Kennard
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES
St Mary’s, Prestbury
Sunday

08.00
09.30
11.00
1st Sunday
18.30
2nd Sunday
18.30
Other Sundays 18.30
Monday
09.00
09.30
Wednesday
09.00
19.30
Thursday
10.30
Friday
08.00
Saturday
09.30

Said Eucharist
Celebrate! All-age worship
Sung Eucharist
Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court
Benediction in St Mary’s
Evening Prayer in St Mary’s
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist

St Nicolas, Prestbury
Sunday
Tuesday

09.30 Sung Eucharist
09.00 Morning Prayer
10.00 Said Eucharist
Daily (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays)
17.00 Evening Prayer

All Saints
Sunday

Last Sunday
Thursday

08.00
10.30
18.30
18.30
09.00
11.15

Said Mass
Sung Mass
Choral Evensong
Choral Evensong with Benediction
Morning Prayer
Said Mass

St Lawrence, Swindon Village
Sundays 1st
10.30
18.30
2nd
09.15
18.30
3rd & 4th
09.15
18.30
5th
09.15
18.30

Together @ Ten Thirty
Sung Holy Communion
BCP Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Songs of Praise

(alternates with St Mary Magdalene)

St Mary Magdalene
Sundays 1st,2nd,3rd& 4th10.30
5th
10.30
or
18.30

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Songs of Praise

(alternates with St Lawrence. On the Sundays we
host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)

~ 30 ~

Prestbury Parish Magazine

April / May 2015

North Cheltenham Churches FC
NCC Create Chaos
With some games postponed because of bad weather there are only two matches to
report, but both ended with crushing wins by NCC; scintillating stuff!
On 14 February NCC travelled to Evesham to play third-placed Cornerstone.
The hosts started well and scored inside eight minutes when an attacker
outpaced a defender before going around James Stevens, in goal. For the ensuing
twenty minutes each side created a number of chances as the game was played
at a fast and furious pace. Just before half time Andrew Murton drilled the ball into the net,
to restore parity, and soon after this Charlie Davidson saw his effort hit the bar.
In the opening ten minutes of the second half play was again fast and furious, and each side
scored. Following an NCC run Ian Jones slotted the ball home, but this lead was short-lived
as the hosts increased their pressure, and James Stevens was unable to prevent a forward
from scoring, after he had broken through the NCC defence. NCC made some penetrating
attacks, one was denied but the other, parried, saw a loose ball chased by the hosts and
Barry Styman; the latter was able to send it into the net. After this NCC dominated play,
but Cornerstone denied them every time. In turn they made a determined effort which
resulted in James Stevens making a match-winning save as he pushed away a fiercely hit
effort. With minutes remaining Ian Jones sealed a wonderful win when he sent the ball in
from a very narrow angle.
Cornerstone 2 NCC 4
On the last day of February NCC hosted Diamonds, and had a wonderful start
by scoring twice in the opening four minutes; Cain Thomas opened the account
when he drilled the ball through a crowd of defenders, and soon after this
Francesco Silva delivered a long range lob, from just inside the half-way line. In
the next ten minutes NCC had several attacks cleared or sent the ball just wide of the
target. Then a fine pass from Ian Jones found Andrew Murton, who curled the ball beyond
the outstretched arm of the keeper. Five minutes later NCC added a fourth when a free
kick was spilled and an alert Cain Thomas thumped in the rebound. In the next twenty
minutes Andrew Murton saw his effort brush the post and Patrick Gardner had a
tremendous volley bounce back from the crossbar. Approaching half time Patrick rifled
home a shot, to give NCC a winning margin at the interval.
Early in the second half NCC scored two further goals, with Cain Thomas completing his
hat trick, albeit with a bit of luck as the partial clearance rebounded off his head, and Ian
Jones out-paced the tardy defence before cutting a diagonal ball home. For the final halfhour NCC eased up and Diamonds took this opportunity to create several chances;
eventually they were rewarded when a low effort beat James Stevens. Although the
excitement continued at both ends there were no more goals and the hosts ran out
resounding winners.
NCC 7 C3 Diamonds 1
Michael Wyatt
Fuller reports with photos are carried on our website : www.prestbury.net
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Finding God in the Garden
Many of us will be able to quote (more or less correctly!) Mrs Gurney’s lines
about being “… nearer God’s heart in a garden / Than anywhere else on earth.”
Spring is here, and those of us lucky enough to have a garden may rejoice in its
signs of new life.
As the weather improves, it’s more and more tempting to be outdoors. “See! The
winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the season
of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in our land.” (Song of Songs 2:11-12,
NIV).
There’s a whole wealth of nature to be explored, in the garden and beyond;
and not just explored, but engaged with in a spiritual way.
You may have become aware, as I have, of the growth of the Forest Church
movement. The Forest Church website describes the concept as “... a fresh
expression of church, drawing on much older traditions when sacred places and
practices were outside, but also … on contemporary research that highlights the
benefits of spending time with nature in wild places.” Some Christians are concerned
that this material, earthed spirituality comes close to idolatry; others feel that this
desire to connect with nature as a Christian spiritual discipline is a sign of the Spirit
moving in a helpful new direction (or perhaps moving once again in an old one).
If you are interested to find out more, the main theological arguments, as well as
some examples of practice, are set out in a collection of essays entitled: “Earthed:
Christian perspectives on nature connection”. (By the way, one of the chapters is by
Daniel Papworth, who is also the point of contact for Cheltenham Forest Church.)
But back to our garden. Flowers show new life, certainly. But in the Bible flowers
also remind us that, in the words of the old hymn, “brief life is here our portion”.
“The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; the wind
blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more.” (Psalm 103:15-16, NIV)
How apt this comparison must seem in the climate of the Middle East, where a short
colourful time of bloom is all too soon followed by shrivelling heat and dust.
But, lest this reflection seem too gloomy for Spring, let’s finish with one of the best
know Bible passages concerning flowers, which tells us not to worry because God
will take care of us. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus uses a wealth of vivid images
to bring his teaching to life, including this one (perhaps best sensed through its poetry
rather than analysed with strict logic):
“And why do you worry about clothes? Consider the lilies in the field and how they
grow. They don’t work or spin yarn, but I tell you that not even Solomon in all of his
splendour was clothed like one of them. Now if that is the way God clothes the
grass in the field, which is alive today and thrown into an oven tomorrow, won’t he
clothe you much better—you who have little faith?” (Matthew 6:28-30, ISV)
Jerry Porter
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