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Parish Directory 

    

Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk 01242 244373   

St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 
The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am 

in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury,  GL50 4PA 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 

the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933 

continued inside back cover 
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Baptism, the free gift of grace for all those who ask for it 

As I write in mid-October Reverend Angela and I are part way through a short course 

preparing a small group of children to receive communion for the first time.  We are having 

a marvellous time helping these youngsters explore their faith and encouraging them to 

think through the life and stories of Jesus.  We began by considering what it means to be 

part of a family.  Thinking and talking about their own families led on to a discussion about 

the wider family they belonged to, their church family. They understood, in very simple 

terms that they were members of another family.  Through their baptism they had become 

members of the Church family.  So what does it mean to be a baptised member of the 

Church? 

The word ‘baptism’ is derived from a Greek verb ‘baptizein’ meaning to dip or to plunge – 

the outward sign of baptism is the cleansing or bathing of the candidate with water.  The 

earliest baptisms which can be found in the New Testament were the pre-Christian 

baptisms of John the Baptist.  All three of the synoptic writers describe the baptism of Jesus 

by John.  Luke describes the moment - When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was 

baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on 

him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I 

love; with you I am well pleased.” 

Jesus left two acts of obedience to all who would believe in him.  One was to receive Holy 

Communion, and the other was first to come into the church through baptism.  Baptism 

brings us into a right relationship with God, and although after baptism we may fall into sin, 

the way has been opened for us to repent and return, to receive pardon and new strength.  

The water of baptism is a sign of our spiritual cleansing.  It is the death of the old nature 

and the birth of the new; passing from death to life.  Baptism is the free gift of grace given 

for all who ask for it.  Baptism marks the beginning of a journey with God which continues 

for the rest of our lives, it is a joyful moment when we rejoice in what God has done for us 

in Christ, making serious promises and declaring the faith.   At baptism the wider 

community of the local church and friends welcome the baptised new Christian, promising 

support and prayer for the future.  

So, to answer my earlier question ‘What does it mean to be a baptised member of the 

church?’  As baptised members of our church community we all have a responsibility to 

gossip the Gospel. At the end of the Eucharist we are sent out ‘to love and serve the Lord’ 

to share in the GOOD NEWS of Jesus Christ with those we meet as we go about our daily 

business. 

Linda Biggs 

 

 

Cover Photograph 

The St Nicolas Font, in Gloucester Cathedral,  
where it played a key role in Bishop Rachel’s Inauguration 

by Marcus Steel 
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Editorial Team Page 

“When you are explaining, you are losing” 

This quote from Ronald Reagan sums up my situation within the Editorial Team! I am 

beginning to lose enthusiasm to continue. We have received no enquiries for the vacant 

Editorial posts, including mine, that of Editor. I sincerely hope that the total lack of 

interest/response is not the precursor of the demise of the magazine! 

In June 2012 a diverse Editorial Team was formed, 2 members from Celebrate, 3 members 

from St Mary’s 1 member from St Nics…. AND Fr Daniel  (see picture on next page). 

Today the team comprises Brian and me! Happily Michael continues in his role as 

Advertising Manager. 

At the APCM in April 2015  I explained that the Editorial Team now consisted of 5 people, 3 

of whom were moving on to other work in the summer. I highlighted that for the magazine 

to continue with its approximate distribution of 350 magazines per month, we needed 

volunteers for a minimum of 3 posts. 2 of the team left over the summer and the third 

‘me’…well, I am still here and awaiting support! For over 6 months I have campaigned in 

writing and verbally throughout our NCTM, via the Notice Sheets, Magazine, Church 

Services and events. I have also been helped in my quest for Volunteers, especially my 

potential successor, by many Parishioners already connected to the Magazine Support Team 

and several of our regular/frequent enthusiastic contributors. They have talked to individuals 

and ‘plugged the gaps’ for themed contributions, photos and ideas, vital ingredients for the life 

of a magazine. SADLY, NOT ONE ENQUIRY, NOT ONE VOLUNTEER. 

There are now 2 of us doing the daily work to produce 9 issues per year! Just this week I met 

a gentleman outside the Village Butchers who welcomed me with, ‘Ah! You are the Magazine 

Lady…it is a really good magazine. I especially love all the photos’. I said to him then and I am 

now earnestly saying the same to you: “Brian and I are the remaining 2 out of a team of 7. If 

you genuinely feel that the magazine is valued, sadly you will be disappointed when gradually, 

without volunteers, the scope, standards, size and number of issues will inevitably reduce.” 

At a recent Literature Festival Event, ‘The Future of Our Lives Online’, the audience were 

advised that the current generation of 18yr olds understand that ‘Selfies’ are about 

protection. Selfies, in a technological world create peer group identity, which provides 

protection in itself. Internet information has immense value and it can come back and bite 

you if you don’t protect it. 

I am going to suggest that a slice of this ‘Selfie’ approach is what the Magazine needs. If you 

agree that it has value for our NCTM congregation and community and you wish to protect 

it and ensure its survival then please volunteer to serve on the Editorial Team. 

Jean Johnson 

_________________________________________________________ 

December/January Magazine Deadline:    Sunday 15 November 2015 

Future Themes: December/January  Candles 

  February Theatres / Dramatic Societies
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The magazine team in June 2012 

 

Facebook 

“I am not a user of Facebook, but am trying to make friends by applying the same principles. 

Every day I walk down the street and tell passers-by what I have eaten, how I feel, what I 

did the night before, what I will do later, and with whom. I give them pictures of my family, 

my dog, and of me gardening, taking things apart in the garage, watering the lawn, standing 

in front of landmarks, driving around town, having lunch, and doing what anybody and 

everybody does every day. I also listen to their conversations, give them the “thumbs up” 

and tell them I like them. And it works just like Facebook. I already have four people 

following me: two police officers, a private investigator, and a psychiatrist.” 

(Extracted from the Forces Pension Society newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

  

 

To Make You Smile 
 “He prays on his knees on Sunday and on 

everybody else the rest of the week.” 
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The Font in St Mary’s Church 

In the mid Eighteen Hundreds, the interior of our church 

and the north and south aisle roofs were in a very poor 

state of repair and action was needed. The original building 

had been erected during Saxon times but by then all that 

was left of that was the base of the tower and a neat, 

round Saxon font of stone. This wasn’t by the door but just 

behind where the churchwarden’s pew is on the north 

side. It is clearly marked on old church pew plans from the 

sixteen hundreds which are now in the archives in 

Gloucester. 

Sadly, in the excitement of renovating the church, it seems 

the old simple font was not grand enough any more so, 

unbelievably by current day sentiments, they asked the 

builders to “Get rid of it”! 

The font we now have, very elegantly “Victorian”, was designed and made of expensive pink 

marble and installed in a new place, by the south door where all could see and admire it.  

We have no idea what the old Saxon font looked like other than the round shape of it on 

the pew plan. The replacement has a round basin for water but externally it has panels of 

contrasting colour and these bear pictures which have sometimes caused quite a bit of 

comment. 

They are a nineteenth century version of four pictures which were carved on very early 

stone fonts, some of which still exist in ancient Cotswold churches to this day. 

When these churches were built, the majority of local people were illiterate, the bibles 

were in Latin, services were held in Latin yet it was generally felt that you had to be 

baptised as a Christian if you were to stand any chance at all of going to heaven and life 

expectancy was pretty low. 

To teach these people about Christianity, the churches were decorated with wall paintings, 

stained glass “Picture windows” and carvings which the priest could then point at and 

explain to his congregation whenever he had the chance. When you were baptised, he had 

to make sure you understood what was expected of you in future, hence the four pictures. 

    

Picture one: You had to know the stories in the bible. A robed man is sitting holding up on 

high the holy book. Above the halo is the word “Fides” – the Latin word for ‘faith’ - 

scripture being the basis of our faith. 
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Picture two: A robed figure is gathering all the little children in to care for them with the 

word “Caritas” meaning ‘love’.  One must have charity and love and care for one another. 

Picture three: A robed figure is now holding a tall cross on high but the base of this turns 

into an anchor. The word above is “Spes”, the Latin for ‘hope’.  The following of rules set 

by God will become the anchor which holds us firm in this life. That is our Christian hope.  

Picture four: This is harder to understand correctly in the twenty first century and 

consequently sometimes gives the wrong impression.  It is of two trees growing in pots. 

The right hand tree is withered, at the end of its days, there is a moon behind, with the 

Latin word for synagogue underneath, and it obviously refers to the Jewish faith of the Old 

Testament. The tree on the left is thriving and the sun is there, and ‘ecclesia’ is underneath, 

the Latin for church. Life is good because God has fulfilled his promise of old. Christ came 

to redeem us so we believe in Him, do as He tells us in the New Testament and start 

afresh with His strength to support us and put the old life behind us. The church is the 

expression of all of this in the present day – faith, hope, and love – the Christian life to which we 

are all called. 

It is possible that these pictures were on the original font which is why the architect, 

George Street, copied them but sadly, we will never know because it was carted away on 

the builders’ truck and probably broken up as rubble. 

Lynda Hodges 

 

 

 
The golden dove which flies above the font in St Mary’s 

 

 

Photos of the font by Brian Wood 

Photo of the dove by Richard Johnson 
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A Thank You from Bishop Rachel 

Dear Friends 

It’s very good to have finally arrived!  On a number of occasions in recent weeks I have 

found myself asking that familiar childhood question, ‘Are we there yet?’  Of course the 

reality is that ‘there’ is only one of many points along the journey as we join in with God’s 

work of transformation and growing the Kingdom of God.  But I am very glad to now be in 

the Diocese and to be ‘Journeying Together’ with you. 

Over the past few months life has been marked by endings and new beginnings.  I’m 

delighted that I am beginning my ministry here in September as this month always seems to me 

to be much more of a new beginning than January.  It comes from all those many years of 

starting the new term, although I haven’t yet bought a new pencil case or sharpened the pencils! 

Thank you for all the many cards, gifts and messages of welcome and support which have 

continued to pour in ever since the end of March.  They have meant a lot to Guy and me.  

Thank you too to all those who were able to be at my consecration in Canterbury.  For me 

it was a day full of joy and hope and I found it both profound and deeply humbling.  I am 

now looking forward to being with as many people as possible in Gloucester Cathedral on 

19 September for my inauguration as we celebrate our shared ministry and our calling to 

serve Jesus Christ together in this Diocese. 

I am eagerly anticipating encountering new people and places.  I know that everyone in a new 

post always says they want to listen, but it truly is my intention to do just that as I gradually meet 

people and visit the parishes, chaplaincies, schools, fresh expressions and other places where 

people are engaging in mission and ministry.  I am greatly looking forward to experiencing the 

rich diversity of church tradition, and the many different ways people are being and sharing the 

good news of Jesus Christ in a variety of contexts.  I am aware that meeting you all and visiting 

everywhere is going to take time, so I hope you will be patient with me. 

I am also aware that as well as being exciting; times of transition can be unsettling.  It is 

therefore important to me that there is a climate in which people can be open and honest 

about their thoughts and feelings as we seek to deepen relationships with God, each other 

and those amongst whom we live and work.  

I hope that you will find me accessible and approachable.  I am going to try a new system 

such that the emails for the Bishop of Gloucester are only read by me in the first instance.  

Please note the new email address, .  This will bgloucester glosdioc.org.uk

operate from 20 September and the existing bshpglos email address should no 

longer be used.  Email addresses for JP, Di and others in my office will remain the same.   

This seems a good point to say a huge ‘thank you’ to Bishop Martyn, the staff team and all at 

College Green, Church House and the Cathedral who have given me such a warm welcome and 

offered me so much support.  I am particularly grateful to JP for delaying his move to Winchcombe 

until January – his wisdom, knowledge and support is already greatly aiding my settling in.  

This comes with my thanks and prayers 

+Rachel 

16 September 2015  
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BISHOP RACHEL’S INAUGURATION IN GLOUCESTER 

CATHEDRAL: 19 September 2015 

Liz and I were lucky enough to go to the Inauguration. It was a very 
moving and uplifting service. 

The day was beautiful, and we, along with many others arrived early. At 
3.30pm, an hour before the service, the close was a sea of snaking 
queues. 

The bell ringers rang either a full peal or a half peal, which with twelve 
bells is a mammoth task. They were magnificent and impressive. The 
fast speed at which they were ringing was extraordinary. 

During the service the volume of the singing and the responses was 
huge. Bishop Rachel must have been amazed at the intensity of the 
atmosphere..... or, perhaps it was just me, but I don’t think so!! 

After the service there was a mass gathering in the close at the west 
end. There was the biggest flock/herd/ gaggle of clergy you are ever 
likely to see. 

A specially created ice-cream called ‘Just Rachel’ was handed out to everyone to eat whilst 
we waited for Bishop Rachel to emerge, which she did quite soon. She looked very happy 
on what was a truly memorable occasion. 

Marcus Steel 
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  Harvet Festival in St Mary’s 

Saturday 10 October 2015 

 

Vegetables, fruit, flowers, singing, 

and a Picnic story from the 

Open the Book team, followed by 

refreshments. 
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Forthcoming Events 

Prestbury URC Winter Fair – Saturday 7th November 

Our annual winter fair takes place on Saturday November 7th at 10.00am. Please come 

along and stock up early on some Christmas essentials like wrapping paper and cards. 

There will be stalls selling books, jewellery, toys and gifts. Try your hand at the raffle and 

tombola and also take home a cake or two. Naturally, there will be the usual teas and 

coffees and a chance to chat with friends. 

 

St Andrew’s Gift Shop – Clearance Sale 

Every Thursday and Saturday (except 2nd Saturdays) 10am to 12 noon. 

St Andrew’s URC.  Montpellier Street, Cheltenham 

Christian books and Bibles, gifts, cards and books for all occasions. 

Coffee and tea are also served.  

 

 

 

Food for Thought 

A talk by Canon John Mead 
 

Searching for the invisible man 

The book of Job has been described as one of the classics of our heritage, 
to stand alongside the great tragedies of Shakespeare, Hardy and 
Dostoyevsky. 
 

We shall try to fathom some of the book’s mysteries and its place within 

the human quest for an acquaintance with the Divine being. 

St Nicolas Church 

Saturday 7 November at 7pm 

 

  



November 2015  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 12 ~ 

 

OPEN MORNING at Abbeyfield   

Why not pop in for a coffee? 

Friday 13th November 2015    10.00 - 12.00 

Abbeyfield House, 326 Prestbury Road, Cheltenham GL52 3DD provides a home from 

home for older people.  The house is opening its doors on Friday 13th November to anyone 

who is interested in seeing the house and meeting the staff. 

Abbeyfield Prestbury  Tel: 07710 818721 

www.abbeyfield.com/prestbury 

gmail.com abbeyfield.gloucestershire

 

 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S,  

            PRESTBURY 

QUIZ + SUPPER 
7 for 7.15pm  

Friday, 13 November 2015 

W.I. Hall, Prestbury Road 

A  Quiz evening plus supper with tables 

of four per team. There will be a free 

introductory drink and for supper there will 

be bread or rolls, soup, pâté or cheese. Wine 

and other drinks may be bought from the 

bar. All proceeds from the event will go 

exclusively to fund the upkeep of the fabric 

of St Mary’s Church, Prestbury.  

TICKETS: £15 from Jim Mackie (524213) 

or Duncan Forbes (256014). 
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Autumn Contrasts Charity Concert 

Blue Moon Harmony Choir are putting on their “Autumn Contrasts” concert in All Saints 

Church, Cheltenham on Saturday 14 November. To help the evening go with a swing a 

jazz combo, The Spa Notes, has been invited along. This quartet will be accompanying the 

choir in a few appropriate songs, as well as performing their own instrumental numbers. 

The Blue Moon mixed chorus have taken on a twin challenge of raising awareness, and 

raising money, for a little known charity. Niemann-Pick UK is going to benefit from this 

lively musical event. In addition to care and support services, the organisation encourages 

and promotes scientific and medical research into the Niemann-Pick group of rare genetic 

disorders. The charity wants to make it easier for research to take place and, where 

appropriate, to enable UK patient participation in clinical trials. 

Tickets are £10 each from John Friend on 01242 251531, or other choir members, and 

include free interval refreshments, and a printed programme. Doors open at 7pm on the 

night for a 7.30pm start.  

John Friend 

 

Prestbury Memorial Trust Quiz 

The Prestbury Memorial Trust Quiz has been postponed. It will no longer take place on 

the 19th November. but will be rescheduled for early in the new year. 

Nigel Woodcock 

 

Advent Bazaar 

Saturday 21st November, noon until 3pm at St Nicolas Church Hall 

There will be soup lunches, and stalls offering: 

crafts,  preserves,  children’s Christmas activities,  cakes,  Christmas cards and a raffle. 

 

Prom Praise – Royal Albert Hall – Saturday 2nd April 2016 

A Christian ‘Last Night of the Proms’ 

Cost approx. £47 (depending on numbers) 

Coach travel, leaving Cheltenham 4pm and returning approx. 1am 

A £40 deposit per person is required by 21st DECEMBER 2015 

Send to Revd. Maz Allen,  

19 The Oaks, Up Hatherley, Cheltenham, GL51 3TS  

along with your contact details. 

This is a wonderful experience -  Don’t miss it !! 

  



November 2015  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 14 ~ 

 

 

CANTORES 

CHAMBER  CHOIR 

Missa Scala Aretina 
Missa Scala Aretina   by  Francisco Valls 

Coronation Anthems by George Frederick Handel 

Let Thy Hand Be Strengthened 

The King Shall Rejoice 

Conducted by John Holloway 

Organist – Simon Gibson 

Cantores String Ensemble with Cornetti 

Saturday 28 November at 7.00pm  in St Mary’s, Prestbury 

Tickets:  £12 in advance,  £15 on the door,  £10 concessions 

Buy tickets from www.cantores.net  or  call Lorna on 01242 603988 

Interval refreshments and buffet available 
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Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra Autumn Concert 

Sunday 29th November 2015 

This concert presents an all-Russian programme, and will take place at 3.00pm in Pittville 

Pump Room. The orchestra will play: 

Borodin  Overture Prince Igor  

Borodin  Polovtsian Dances  

Rachmaninov  Fantasy The Rock 

Kalinnikov  Symphony No 1  

There is a lot of enjoyable music here and we warmly invite you to join us. 

Tickets £12, Accompanied children under 16 £3 from the Town Hall Box Office 

0844 5762210   http://www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk/ 

 

 

Family Sheep Trail around Prestbury 

Knitted sheep will appear in various places around the village 1st-18th December. They will 

be named and you need to say where each sheep is located. Entry forms will be available 

from the United Reformed Church, Rowlands Chemists and St. Mary’s Infants and Junior 

schools.  

Basically for children, but adults can certainly join in! Entry is free. 

The sheep will be auctioned at the URC’s Carol Service, 3pm on 20th December. Every 

£10 raised will buy a real sheep for a family in Ethiopia. 

 

 

C4 CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

invite you to their performance of 

 

A nativity musical 

Friday 18th December 2015  at  7pm 

Prestbury United Reformed Church, Deep Street 

Free entry 
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November Diary and Calendar 

SUN 1 All Saints Day  

  1030 Baptism of Rebecca Szolga during the 

Communion 

St Mary Magdalene 

  1530 Memorial Service St Mary’s 

  1830 Communion with Commemoration of the 

faithful departed 

St Lawrence 

Mon  2 All Souls Day 

  1930 All Souls’ Service All Saints 

  1930 All Souls’ Service St Mary’s 

Tue 3 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s 

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1930 LMT St Nicolas 

  1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Wed 4 0945 Bible Study Group 320 Prestbury Rd 

  1400 Buildings and Fabric meeting St Mary’s 

Fri 6 1830 Wedding rehearsal St Lawrence 

Sat  7 Willibrord, bishop  

  1030 Franciscan Third Order St Nicolas 

  1330 Wedding of Euan Wilkinson and Genna Howells St Lawrence 

  1900 Food for Thought - talk by Canon John Mead St Nicolas 

SUN 8 Remembrance Sunday  

  0930 Act of Remembrance during the Sung Eucharist St Nicolas 

  1030 Act of Remembrance during Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 

  1045 Act of Remembrance before the Sung Eucharist St Mary’s 

  1050 Act of Remembrance St Lawrence 

   Act of Remembrance following the 1030 Sung 

Mass 

All Saints 

Mon 9 1900 Swindon Village PCC  

Tue 10 Leo the Great, bishop  

  1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

Wed 11 Martin, bishop 

  0945 Bible Study Group 320 Prestbury Rd 

Sat 14 1600-1700 JC Supersound rehearsal St Mary’s 
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SUN 15 2nd Sunday before Advent  

Mon 16 Margaret, queen, philantrhopist  

  1030 Baptism of Beth and Ethan Mulholland during 

the Sung Mass 

All Saints 

  1100 Baptism of Freddie Johns during the Sung 

Eucharist 

St Mary’s 

Tue 17 Hugh, bishop  

  1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Wed 18 Elizabeth, princess  

  0945 Bible Study Group 320 Prestbury Rd 

  1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

Thu 19 Hilda, abbess  

Fri 20 Edmund, king, martyr  

Sat 21 1000-1500 Craft Fair Uckington Village Hall 

  1200-1500 Advent Bazaar St Nicolas 

  1330 Wedding of Jeremy English and Natalie Walker St Mary’s 

  1500 Bellringers’ Branch AGM, service at 1630 St Mary’s 

SUN 22 Christ the King  

Mon 23 Clement, bishop, martyr  

  1000-1200 Monday Club Uckington Village Hall 

  1930 Communications Group St Nicolas 

Tue 24 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1930 Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

  1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Wed 25 0945 Bible Study Group 320 Prestbury Rd 

  1930 Elmstone Hardwicke PCC  

Thu 26 1930 Prestbury PCC St Nicolas 

Sat 28 1930 Cirencester Chamber Choir Concert St Mary’s 

SUN 29 Advent Sunday  

  1530 Baptism of George Alexander Baker All Saints 

  1630 Christingle and Advent Lights St Mary Magdalene 

  1830 Candlelit Procession of Readings and Music for 

Advent 

All Saints 
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A Country Christening 

                    

The Christening of Betsy Lou Snell took place at St Mary Magdalene Church, Elmstone 

Hardwicke with Uckington on Sunday 19th July this year.  We welcomed the family pets as 

well as the candidate.  A family friend, the Rev Josie Goodwin, took the Service.  A special 

treat for Betsy lay in wait. 

                    

Mum and Dad rode home in great style with her. 

 

                    

On the afternoon of Sunday 27th September we welcomed Millie Ellen Berry into our 

community.  This time the Service was conducted by Rev Liz Palin.  Both were very happy 

occasions for all the families, with the chatter of the younger well-wishers livening the 

proceedings.  Earlier we welcomed Jack Philip Blake into our community, just as happy a 

time with Rev Liz Palin taking this service on Sunday 13th September.  Sadly I do not have 

any pictures of this Baptism. 

David Williams     
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Fr Mike’s Celebration of 20 years of Ordination 

Sunday 4th October at the 11am Eucharist at St Mary’s, Prestbury saw all those present at 

this service joining together to celebrate Fr Mike French’s twenty years of ordination. 

We were indeed fortunate - Fr Mike presided and Fr John Mead preached - a superb 

combination! 

At the end of the service a beautiful chocolate cake was presented to Fr Mike with a ‘20’ 

candle for him to blow out.  He called his wife, Di, to come to the front of the church and 

join him, and thanked her for always being there to help him throughout his ministry; he 

emphasised that he could not have done any of it without her constant love and support.  

(Prior to ordination he was a Reader). 

After the service Fr Mike had provided sparkling wine for the congregation to help him 

celebrate, and the usual ‘refreshment ladies’ had provided a selection of nibbles to 

accompany the wine - a huge thank you to these ladies. 

A good celebration was had by all; we offer our sincere congratulations to Fr Mike and 

thank God for sending him to us to lead our worship in the North Cheltenham Team. 

Mary Turner 

 

  

Diane and Fr Mike French 

 

Fr Mike with Fr John Mead 
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John,  the last of the prophets 

We know the last of the prophets as ‘John the Baptist’ but I notice that some call him ‘John 

the Baptizer’. John certainly baptised people but his life on earth was more than just 

baptising.  The Bible calls John’s prophetic stance “a lone voice in the wilderness”.  He was 

an ascetic devout man who lived off the land on locusts and wild honey and he became 

convinced that God’s purpose for him was to announce that, at long last, a Messiah, or 

Deliverer, had come to a people who desperately needed a Saviour 

John is arguably one of the most significant and well-known figures in the New Testament.  

Many will know the scandalous story of his beheading after the king’s promise to give a 

dancer anything she wanted. While John was known as “the Baptist,” he was in fact the first 

prophet called by God since Malachi some 400 years before his own birth. John’s own 

coming was foretold over 700 years previously by another prophet. In Isaiah we have the 

words familiar to all who know Handel’s Messiah: “A voice of one calling: ‘In the desert 

prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall 

become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all 

mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’”  

John lived a rugged life in the mountainous area of Judea, between the city of Jerusalem and 

the Dead Sea. He wore clothes made out of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 

waist. His diet was a simple one—locusts and wild honey. John lived this simple life as he 

focused on the work set before him. 

Once he started, John’s ministry grew in popularity.  “People went out to him from 

Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.”  The people crowded by the 

River Jordan and John dipped those who came to him under the water to show their sins 

were washed away.   

In his prophetic role John spoke audaciously to the religious leaders of the day, calling them 

a “brood of vipers” and warning them not to rely on their Jewish lineage for salvation, but 

telling them to repent.  If you had any sense in those days you simply didn’t lecture 

powerful leaders, religious or otherwise, about how to live their lives.   If you did you were 

extremely likely to be punished - and John certainly paid the penalty for his outspokenness. 

John and his message of repentance became so popular that it seems that many people 

thought that he himself was the Messiah.  But John put them right when he said, “I am not 

the Christ but am sent ahead of him.” The wild prophet held firmly to his belief that he was 

merely a messenger sent by God to proclaim the truth.   This message was simple and 

direct: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near”.  As Jesus’ ministry continued John 

willingly gave up the spotlight.  Perhaps there is no greater example of humility by both 

Jesus and John than the one demonstrated when Jesus came from Galilee to be baptised by 

John in the River Jordan. 

Many will know the shocking story of how John died and there is an opera about it.  John 

took his life in his hands when he dared to proclaim publicly that Herodias’ marriage to 

Herod was wicked and against God’s law because she was the former wife of Herod’s 

brother Philip. In an act of unspeakable and violent vengeance Herodias plotted with her 

daughter, Salome, to have John killed. So incensed was Herodias that she pressed her 
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daughter to ask for the head of the prisoner John on a platter as a reward for her pleasing 

Herod with her dancing.  It was a simple thing to send the executioner to the prison and 

behead John.  This was a sad and ignoble end to the life of the man about whom Jesus said: 

“I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John. 

“I baptize with water,” said John “but among you stands one you do not know. He is the 

one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie”.  

Ralph Griffin 

 

 

Advent Reflections  

Would you like the opportunity to reflect on what you are reading during Advent with 

others who would like to do the same?  If so, please contact Deacon Jennifer  on 

01242 700128 and we will see what we can arrange.  

 

 

Prestbury Local History Society  

The Prestbury Local History Society is assembling an archive of Prestbury history which is 

kept at the Library. We are aware that there may be many people in the parish who have 

old documents, photographs or pictures of Prestbury. If they are willing to make them 

available to the PLHS archives, or permit copies to be made we would be very grateful and 

their kindness would of course be acknowledged. We feel that it is important that the 

Parish does not lose any items of interest for current historians or for future generations. 

The archive can be accessed by contacting one of the members of the committee; we 

would not normally allow items to be removed from the library. 

If you can help please contact any of the following: 

David Jones  PLHS Keeper of the archives  01242 581991 

Norman Baker PLHS Secretary    01242 583187  

Tony Noel   PLHS Chairman    01242 244553 

Tony Noel 
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From the Registers 

Prestbury 

   Baptisms 

     September 6 Edward Shardlow 

  

  

Christopher Danter (adult) 

 

  

Rachel Hollister-Short (adult) 

 

  

Archie William Turner 

 

 

13 Nicola Jane Blake 

  

  

Samuel Jay Patrick Baroorah Churchill 

 

27 Isaac Robert Grainger 

  Weddings 

    September 12 Shaun Hopkins and Jennifer James 

 

 

19 Paul Castledine and Charlotte Blyth 

Funerals 

     September 1 Ena May Burdett 

  

 

23 Susan Dorothy Bolton 

  
      Elmstone Hardwicke 

   Baptisms 

     September 13 Jack Philip Daniel Blake 

 

 

27 Millie Ellen Berry 

  Funerals 

     September 15 Evelyn Gladys Parker 

  
      Swindon Village 

   Baptisms 

     September 20 Fearne Jemma Ford 

  

  

Amelie Olina Ford 

  Weddings 

    September 5 Brian Humphries and Margaret Humphries 

Funerals 

     September 21 Beryl May Parker 

   

A Thank you 

As the family of Leslie Green we would like to express our huge thanks to the church 

choir, organist, Bach choir and the Reverend David for the beautiful service given at the 

funeral of our father Leslie.  We would also like to express our thanks to the many dear 

friends who attended the ceremony. 

In this modern hectic world where time is such a valuable commodity we thank all the 

above for being present on this day to give our father the send-off we know he would have 

appreciated.   

Gillian, Rowan, Andy, Claire.  
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Changes at Abbeyfield 

Times they are a changing at Abbeyfield as a 

valued member of the support team has 

called time. Frances Wilson has been a 

faithful contributor towards maintaining a 

pleasant ambiance at this establishment for 

over 12 years. 

Frances’s contribution has been one of 

maintaining a wonderful floral display in and 

around the house. She has been a committed 

member of the team at Abbeyfield that assist 

in making the house so attractive for the 

residents. Her skilled presentation has long 

been admired and she achieves so much with 

an unassuming and quiet manner. Frances we 

applaud you for your faithful service and you 

will be missed.   No longer will we see you 

trudging along Prestbury Road toward 

Abbeyfield.  

Contributed by a Volunteer  

 

Visit of the Synod Moderator 

On Sunday 20th September we were 

delighted to welcome the new Synod 

Moderator, Steve Faber, to Prestbury URC 

for his first service in Gloucestershire – and 

indeed possibly his first in his new job, having 

only been inducted on the 5th September. It 

was not his first official duty in 

Gloucestershire however, as he had been an 

official guest representing our denomination at 

the Installation of the new Bishop of 

Gloucester at the Cathedral the previous day. 

Steve Faber was previously the minister at 

Boston URC, and Riverside Church, Sleaford, 

Lincolnshire and has also served as mission 

enabler for the East Midlands synod. As 

moderator of the West Midlands synod, the 

Revd Faber has pastoral oversight and 

responsibility for the 123 United Reformed 

churches in the synod. 

Picture by Martin Clarke  
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The Coffee Morning 

Friday September 25 was the Macmillan Coffee Morning from 10am to 12midday. In 

Prestbury we had two taking place, one at the Royal Oak and another at Capel Court. This 

is the complex built about thirty years ago in the grounds of what had been Major Capel’s 

home at Prestbury House. He had left this to the church authorities and it was decided to 

build a collection of bungalow type dwellings for clergy who had retired. 

The ironic thing for many vicars is that they can live in comparatively fine vicarages only to 

find themselves homeless when they retire. I think they can no longer live in the parish they 

worked in, which means that the incumbents are from further afield than our village. 

They had decided to open up their home for the coffee morning which receives good 

publicity for this well known cause. The Macmillan Nurses are attached to the NHS but 

with their own structure. I came across them when I had skin cancer on my ear and after 

treatment at St Paul’s Hospital I was referred to the Mac nurse at Gloucester Hospital. She 

was very kind and told me that they would keep an eye on me for a few years. 

She gave me their reference book and we went through the pages. We came to the one 

about service in the forces to which I confessed and she suggested that I should contact the 

authorities in case they would admit to any liability. The forms came, I duly waded through 

them and I was checked by their doctor. It was decided that I had contracted this dormant 

skin cancer when I served for a year in RAF Khartoum in the Sudan. To complete this a 

cheque arrived and my estimation of all to whom I had spoken to went up considerably. 

Each year since then I have gone along to Cheltenham General and been checked over by nurses 

and I always come away feeling better for having seen them.  It meant that on Friday I went along 

with happy thoughts and was glad to see balloons strung along the car park at the home. 

A welcome from the chap I had spoken to a few weeks before and on the strength of it I 

had included it in my weekly Echo column. There was a buzz about the place which is not 

usual for the monthly evensong which St Mary’s Church holds there and it also meant that I 

already knew some of the faces. There were also some of the Sunday St Mary’s 

congregation and it’s always good to have someone you can immediately have a chat to. 

I was pleasantly surprised at the number there and recognised folk from the village I had 

not seen for some time. As I am now trying to juggle using a walking stick,  I decided to just 

have a drink and leave the food, though I must say it all looked very good – probably made 

by their own cooks. 

There must have been over forty there spread out along the library, the chapel and lounges 

and it was good to see a number of the residents who may not meet quite so many folk at 

one time. It could be easy to isolate yourself in your section of the home and feel left out of 

things. I met Enid who is always very busy and I see most Sunday evenings, and Jessie who 

plays the piano on the nights we have the service there. 

I don’t know how many people went along to the Oak though they always do very well 

there with their charity coffee mornings but the good thing is that a lot of people were  

meeting other people and supporting a good cause which raised £315 at the court. 

Sometimes it can be a bit of a job to make the effort to go out but usually it is worth it as 

you chat about the weather - which of course was perfect for the morning - and then 
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compare your ailments. It’s even better if you can find a common interest and one which 

you might be able to encourage someone to go along with another time. 

A morning well spent and all power to the Macmillan Nurses. 

Tudor Williams 
 

Prestbury WI 

The Annual Meeting will be held on 9th November when a new Committee and Officers 

will be elected. This will be followed by a social evening.  

A Book Sale and Fayre will be held at the WI Hall on Saturday 14th November at 2pm. 

There will be book stalls and others with a variety of items. Refreshments will be on sale as 

well as a raffle. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings.  They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Sally on 01242 523558. Our website 

can be accessed at prestburygloswi.btck.co.uk. 

Sally Alexander 
 

Marle Hill WI 

Arthur Ball took us once again on his travels at our October meeting, this time to 

Botswana.  He explained that it was a peaceful country, unlike many other African 

countries, because there was only one tribe there and therefore no rivalry.  He mainly 

visited the Kalahari Desert and the Okavango Delta and also the Victoria Falls.  By way of 

his exquisite photography we saw many beautiful and unusual birds and animals and 

colourful sunsets. 

We had a memorable day at Friars Court.  The weather was a little damp but Charles, the 

owner, who had lit a roaring fire, warmly greeted us.  After a cup of coffee and a conducted 

tour of the grounds we enjoyed a delicious home cooked lunch and drank a toast to Rosa, 

whose legacy we were spending.  We are already talking of a return trip next year.  

Another damp event was the Racing Club visit to Kim Bailey’s Stables.  Despite getting 

drenched walking up to the Gallops Kim’s expert knowledge of all his various horses in 

training made for an interesting morning.  A craft day dyeing silk, a cookery demonstration 

with lunch at Montpellier Chapter, a meal at The White Spoon Restaurant, a Craft Club 

meeting at Jayne’s, a Book Club meeting at Annette’s and a coffee morning at Marilyn’s filled 

up the rest of the month of October. 

We are to play Avening WI in the semi-final round of the Skittles Tournament.  More news 

on that next month!  November includes our Birthday Party at the Muffin Man, the Autumn 

Group Meeting that is a Fashion Show with WI models, a Discovery Day in Gloucester, a 

day at the Races, a theatre visit to see The Follies and a trip to Cardiff Christmas Market. 

Our AGM is scheduled for the November meeting.  The new Committee and President are 

to be chosen before a social evening.  

Sara Jefferies.  
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A Red Letter Day 

The Feast of St Michael and All Angels on 29th September is one of these, and now of 

special importance to our family as the day when my daughter, Anne Hollinghurst, was 

consecrated as the Bishop of Aston in the diocese of Birmingham by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury in St Paul’s Cathedral.  With blue sky and warm sunshine, there was quite a 

festive air outside St Paul’s with people sitting on the steps and at pavement cafés in the 

precinct.  An intense ethereal light also permeated the whole cathedral enhancing the 

beauty, colour and magnificence of the mosaics and later the vestments of the clergy, and 

the processional crosses.  Anne’s sister and I with other family members had designated 

places at the front, the seating being arranged in the round and leaving a vast and amazing 

space before the nave altar under the dome for the enactment of the liturgy.  I was aware 

of feeling somewhat excited but also with a sense of the unreality of the situation. 

The long processions began and I caught my first sight of my daughter robed as a bishop.  

Archbishop Justin Welby was last, of course, resplendent in his vestments, yet still managing 

to look the humble man he really is.  The ensuing uplifting organ music and choral singing 

along with the liturgy made a powerful impact on the senses.  The sermon by the Bishop of 

Chelmsford, Stephen Cottrell, was relevant with some quotes from Gregory the Great as 

to what ministers should be.  Angels are guardians, messengers and carers, and bishops 

should guard the faith, preach the gospel and be caring pastors. 

The focal point, after invoking the Holy Spirit, was the laying on of hands by the Archbishop 

and the many other bishops to pass on the authority for episcopal office.  The new bishops 

were then presented with a Bible, were anointed and given their episcopal rings.  Anne’s is 

remodelled from the ring that belonged to Hugh Montefiore, a former Bishop of 

Birmingham, with the blessing of his three daughters, and is a gift from the diocese.  At the 

Communion, ten stations served the vast congregation but the front rows received from 

Archbishop Justin himself.  Finally the new bishops were given their pastoral staffs, Anne’s 

being a traditional shepherd’s crook crafted in Cumbria and a gift from friends.  A 

ceremonial staff, the head of which is silver, as is her pectoral cross, are both gifts from her 

St Albans parish. 

The final blessing given, the long processions reformed and left to loud applause, as the 

Archbishop led the three new bishops out of the west door for the official photographs.  A 

totally unexpected tumultuous reception awaited them, as a surging and seemingly 

threatening mob of cheering friends crowded round them with their cameras.  They then 

became aware that lower down the steps there was another battery of cameras, as visitors, 

foreign tourists and passers-by also captured the moment.  St Paul’s Cathedral with the 

Archbishop of Canterbury in the frame was rather special! 

Meanwhile, those of us with tickets for the reception at Lambeth Palace boarded the 

waiting coaches.  Most of us were able to speak to Archbishop Justin and I told him that it 

was a privilege to meet him and to attend the reception.  This was a day when so many 

memories and so many thoughts, largely unbidden, passed through my mind.  It seemed a 

climax and the end of an incredible and personal journey of over 35 years actively 

supporting the ordination of women on grounds of conscience and conviction.  I could 

never have envisaged that it would be an issue that would ever affect my own family.  How I 
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wish that Anne’s father could have witnessed this day, but I do know that Bill would have 

been as pleased, proud and incredulous as I was. 

Audrey Bailey 

 

                                                            The Consecration in St Paul’s Cathedral 

 

          Audrey and family in Lambeth palace 

 

 

Anne with Archbishop Justin  
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Gloucestershire Arthritis Trust 

GAT as it is fondly known is dedicated to helping the 80,000 people suffering from arthritis 

in the Gloucestershire area. 

It was established in 1983 by the county orthopaedic surgeons to help those blighted by the 

pain and lack of mobility caused by arthritis. 

There are, you may be surprised to hear, 200 different forms of arthritis and there are over 

9 million sufferers in the UK. 

The trust has raised money over all these years to provide specialist medical equipment for 

local hospitals to support the work of the orthopaedic surgeons, their medical staff and 

physiotherapy departments. 

The sort of equipment provided includes an OSCAR unit which removes bone cement 

when a joint replacement is being revised, a special operating table (Jackson table) to help 

with spinal surgery and also a special table to help with shoulder surgery. 

Local hospitals and health units have received exercise bikes and, support with both NHS 

and private hydrotherapy facilities. 

There are many children in the county suffering from both juvenile and other forms of 

arthritis and they have been supplied with special treadmills, exercise bikes and 

hydrotherapy. 

GAT is working with Gloucestershire Hospitals Physiotherapy Service and 

Leisure @ Cheltenham to trial a year-long pilot scheme called LEAP (lower extremity 

activity programme) for people who have chronic hip and knee pain. These exercise 

sessions are run by physiotherapists and trainers at the Leisure Centre. 

A small scale research project has been funded at Bristol University. 

This year alone  £20,000 has been raised  towards a portable scanner to detect the early 

signs of rheumatoid arthritis and they are halfway through a campaign to raise £8,600 for 

knee surgery equipment to repair anterior cruciate ligaments to prevent patients going on 

to develop osteoarthritis. 

Fund raising over the years has taken many forms from small events, coffee mornings, 

house sales, card making to the larger events-.a run from Land’s End to John o’ Groats by a 

patient with 2 hip replacements!, a challenge over the three peaks Snowdon, Scafell Pike 

and Ben Nevis  and today a lot of funding from large trusts and bequests. Some of you may 

still have a copy of the GAT cook book which was a huge success many years ago! 

Our own post office in Prestbury stocks cards supporting GAT 

If you would like more information or would like to help please phone Steve Morton the 

secretary on 01242 221005 or email  steve@ glosarthritistrust.org 

Maggie Morris  
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Kilkenny Walk 

 

We had brilliant sunny weather for our September walk which started from the Kilkenny 

view point. Margaret Compton led us on a 4-mile walk that had plenty of fine views and a 

lot of ancient monuments  although some of the mud underfoot reminded us that that we 

had endured some unseasonally cool and wet weather earlier in the month. There was 

plenty of autumn colour for us to enjoy and no walk is complete without the obligatory pub 

lunch. This time we graced the Kilkenny Inn with our presence and Gill Wood and I can 

recommend the bread and butter pudding! 

Janet Waters 

Picture by Margaret Compton 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

To Make You Smile 
 “By the time a person gets to green 

pastures,   he can’t climb the fence.” 
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 
   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
 1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
 2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary’s 
 Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary’s 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer  (excluding Bank Holidays) 

   09.30 Eucharist  (excluding Bank Holidays) 
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily  17.00 Evening Prayer  (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
  18.30 Choral Evensong  
 Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty 
   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd Sunday 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong  
  3rd & 4th  09.15 Holy Communion 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 
  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 

  5th Sunday 10.30 Holy Communion 
           or 18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 
      host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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The River of Life 

Then the Angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side 

of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruits, producing its fruit each month, 

and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life…. 

Revelation 22, v. 1-2, 14  NRSV 

This is certainly food for the imagination! The bright, crystal water running down the 

middle of the street, spanned like a bridge by the tree of life which produces a different 

fruit for each month of the year. The crystal clarity of knowledge which is beyond our 

understanding, but still available, out in the middle of the street, accompanied by unceasing 

sustenance. How many of us long for this? In our turbulent and suffering world, where 

there are so many wars, starving people, displaced people and governments directed by 

greed and corruption, it seems that so many of us should be striving to ‘wash our robes’ in 

the water flowing from God, instead of following the dictates and distractions of this world. 

In a way, God’s love is like a deep flowing river whose depth is unfathomable. It is there for 

each and every person to search and find, to quench a thirst, to feed the soul or comfort 

the suffering, but still enough for every person on earth if they will only commit to allowing 

that love to change their lives, to accept that there are other ways of seeing things, to let 

that very essence in us which is dormant to surface and show love. 

As Jeremiah says: ‘Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is in the Lord. They 

shall be like a tree planted by water, sending its roots by the stream.’ 

Water is such a necessary commodity, mostly taken for granted in this country, apart from 

the rare occasions when the rain for which it is renowned, doesn’t fall for a few weeks! 

There are whole areas of the world where lack of water dictates not only life styles but 

huge migrations of peoples; and others, like many Caribbean islands, where the delay of the 

rainy season can mean that the cost of living rises, making life almost impossible. But the 

amazing thing is that in these places, it is just considered a ‘part of life’, when the Lord is 

ready, He will provide! And these are people who have so very little, yet feel that they are 

blessed because Jesus loves them! 

How often have we plumbed the depths of God’s love, amazed at His generosity, His 

unquestioning support in whatever circumstances we have approached Him? And yet, when 

we are healed, forgiven, saved, we carry on almost as before without the response that 

God would hope for: perhaps a word of thanks, a pledge to change our ways, a way of 

trying to match that endless love or perhaps, simply a decision to dedicate a special time to 

Him each day, just to listen without the outward distractions which are all around us, to 

deepen our love for His world and His people. 

“Let us open our eyes to the light that comes from God, and our ears to the voice from 

heaven that calls us.”  (from the Rule of St Benedict) 

Liz Greenhow 
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