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Parish Directory 

    

Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk 01242 244373   

St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 
The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am 

in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury,  GL50 4PA 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 

the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933 

continued inside back cover 
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My Dear Friends, 

Candles do not feature quite so largely in our 21st century lives as they did with our 

forebears. We are not so dependent on them as they were (although candles are jolly 

handy if a power cut comes along!). We are more used nowadays to seeing them in 

comedy programmes (did Hyacinth Bouquet’s candle-lit suppers ever take place?), and the 

Two Ronnies’ four candles sketch lives on in the memory. We are also used to seeing 

candles in period costume dramas. 

But it is in our church lives that candles play the most important role nowadays - on the 

altar reminding us that Christ is the light of the world, and in memorial candles lit to the 

memory of loved ones. And we still experience the excited anticipation of a candle light 

Carol Service. 

But when I think of candles, one particular image 

flashes into my mind. A picture by a Dutch artist 

- Gerard von Honthorst -  titled ‘Christ before 

the High Priest.’ A marvellous use of light with 

the High Priest seated at a table on which a single 

candle burns.  A passive Christ stands the other 

side - their faces are highlighted - the High Priest 

wags an admonishing finger at Christ who gazes 

serenely down at him. Shadowy officials lurk in 

the background, foretelling the brutality to come.  

The picture is of immense intensity - it draws you 

into its very substance and immerses you in what 

is happening. And, incredibly, each time you look, 

although Christ’s face has not altered, every time 

you can read different thoughts passing between 

them. Sometimes Christ seems to be rebuking 

the High Priest - other times there is immense 

pity and sorrow in our Lord’s gaze. Absolutely 

mesmerising! 

I hope candles will figure in some way in your 

Christmas & New Year celebrations for which 

Diane and myself would like to send you all our very best wishes as we prepare to 

welcome the Light of the World once again. ‘The light shone in the darkness, and the 

darkness could not overcome it.’ Amazing - all this can be found in a humble candle! 

Yours in Christ 

Fr Mike 

 

  
Cover Photograph: 

Candles from the  

Celebration of Christmas 

by Brian Wood 
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Editorial Team Page 

I am writing to you along with many of our contributors at a time when the people of 

Prestbury, Elmstone Hardwicke and Uckington, the UK and many parts of the world are 

expressing solidarity with the people of Paris, where the largest number of people have 

died on French soil in an act of aggression since the Second World War. Part of our shock 

of Paris is because it is a place so close to us and somewhere that most of us have visited. 

It is also the time that the first chartered planes with those refugees, whom the UN have 

assessed as the most vulnerable have started to arrive in UK. It is precisely when we are 

facing such difficulties that our faith becomes stronger. During the wonderful tradition of 

Christmas, when gifts are a way of creating and or deepening relationships, we cannot 

divorce love of God from love of neighbour. 

This Christmas, perhaps more than ever, we need to give to our neighbours such as Syrian 

refugees, children and adults in need at home and abroad of all races and denominations. 

Such gifts may bring them joy and create new relationships, which in turn can bring 

blessings and joy for us all. 

Fr Mike, on page 1, provides us all with the gift of a letter in which he introduces our theme 

of CANDLES. Throughout these pages you will find a range of Christmas themed articles. 

You will also find two historic photos, where you will be transported back to a Nativity 

Play in the 1940’s. If you recognise the actors please write to us. Talking of photos! There is 

a competition on page 20. 

On page 9 we are introduced to Matt Fletcher, Executive Head of St Mary’s Schools in 

Prestbury, and his family. 

2015 has been a challenging year for our editorial, production, advertising and sales, 

proofreading and admin teams. The arrival of a new photocopying machine was a great 

relief and time saver and I hope you will agree that the quality and results are excellent. A 

special thank you to all the people in these teams for your loyalty, flexibility commitment 

and service. 

A special thank-you to our long serving contributors who have ‘stepped up’ with creative 

ideas such as introducing new contributors from the community, plugging gaps and 

supporting the Editorial Team. Thank you for enabling us to maintain an interesting and 

much valued magazine. Finally, we are grateful to our readers for their feedback. I sincerely 

hope that you feel appreciated and listened to. 

We wish you all a HAPPY AND PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS, A JOYOUS AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR. 

We look forward to being back with you in February 2016.  

Jean Johnson 

________________________________________________________ 

February Magazine Deadline:    Sunday 17 January 2016 

   Future Themes:   February Theatres / Dramatic Societies 

  March Bridges  

  April Poems and Poetry 
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Candlelight 

Do you look forward to Christmas?  If you’re Ebenezer Scrooge before he saw his light 

your answer is ‘No’.  Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” is part of Christmas for many people 

either in its film version or as a book.  It’s a heart-warming story of how a man changed.  

One of the vital things about Christmas, even in these unbelieving times, is its emotional 

impact - its heart-warming impact. Christmas is a time for rejoicing and love.  

During a storm the other day we were suffering from intermittent reception on our 

television set and my wife said to me “We’d better make sure we’ve got some candles in 

case we have a power cut over Christmas”.  This set me thinking:  What on earth would 

we do without candles even in this electrical age?   I thought “Candles are essential to us - 

especially at Christmas - Jesus’ birthday - and for our own birthday celebrations as well”. 

We have used candles in our churches and in our worship for centuries.  Usually candles 

are made the old fashioned way with a wick which we light, but as technology advances 

some ‘candles’ produce the semblance of a flame electronically.  Burning candles have been 

and are symbols representing the light of God or the light of Christ.   There’s a hymn which 

begins:  “Lead kindly light amid the encircling gloom, lead thou me on” which has helped 

many through difficulties in their lives.  The ‘kindly light’ of candles is what we strive for in 

our churches as a setting for our worship, especially at Christmastime. 

Christian faith is filled with symbolism and the candle represents Jesus as the Light of the 

world, or that the light and fire represent the presence and power of God.   The symbolism 

in our churches of what we see and what we do helps us to understand our faith in a way 

that goes beyond the intellectual level. Anything we do, like bowing our heads or getting on 

our knees in prayer as an act of humility, can be helpful and meaningful and brings home to 

us some of the deeper meanings of our faith. 

But how did the use of candles start?   We think that candles were used in symbolic ways 

from way back, but there’s no doubt that in ancient times, people used candles to light the 

way and see where they were going .  In the early years of Christianity devotees met before 

or after dark so candles would have been used in the meeting place or home just to keep 

people from stumbling.  When Christians met in the dark Roman catacombs, candles would 

have been used to give light.   As people arrived they most likely would have placed all 

candles or wicked lamps in one place - it wouldn’t be safe for every person to carry and 

handle a fire source - tunics and robes could easily catch on fire. Ten or twenty candles 

sitting on a stand would give off enough light for an entire room.  

This is probably how the practice of bringing, or lighting, a candle started - in a most natural 

way, not initially for symbolic reasons.  

Today, we use candles as a sign of festivity and solemnity in worship.  In many churches, it ’s 

the custom to use altar lights and other candles in the worship of the church. Many 

liturgical traditions make ceremonial use of the sympathetic light they provide.  The soft 

light of candles reminds the congregation that the time and space for worship are sacred. 

Candles provide illumination that enhances the beauty of the church, and may provide 

additional light for worship.  In special services the people hold candles as the bible is read. 

Candles may be placed on the altar, or in other parts of the church.  

Ralph Griffin  
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Our final talk for 2015 in the series Food for Thought took place at St Nicolas Church on 

7th November. 

With roads to and from Prestbury almost blocked due to a clash of events, Fireworks and 

Bonfire at the Racecourse and a Talk entitled ‘Searching for the invisible man’.  I was 

heartened firstly to reach St Nics on time and secondly to find such a large attendance.  But 

frankly who in the Parish would not attend a talk by Canon John Mead on a subject that has 

fascinated him for some 50 years? 

The Old Testament Book of Job is considered by Father John as ‘the most beautiful 

literature ever’.  His captivation was triggered by Dr Snaith, an Old Testament Scholar 

whom Father John had the privilege to hear lecturing during his training for the Ministry.  

Dr Snaith’s booklet, entitled ‘The Book of Job, its origin and purpose’, has helped Father 

John in his Ministry to teach us ‘to look at God in our situation’. 

In order to write this tribute I took copious notes and was happy to pause for a while, and 

look at two of William Blake’s pieces of art, courtesy of PowerPoint director Brian Wood.  

The first, an engraving, depicted Job as a person who seeks the truth, was compliant and 

wanted to serve God.  The second, a painting, was where Blake sees Job’s future as bleak 

and dark. Blake saw creation as a constrictive thing not something to be worshipped.  

Throughout the talk we began to grasp that the 1st Job was compliant and wished to serve 

God and that the author (unknown) wanted to introduce his readers (us) to another Job, a 

persecuted Hebrew.  We then moved onto a musical illustration by JS Bach, whom Father 

John described as a composer ‘who plumbs the depths’.  We listened to the Concerto for 2 

violins portraying the 2 Jobs, courtesy of Musical Technician Alan Philpot. 
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As the personalities of the two Jobs were consistently identified with biblical references the 

highlight of this remarkable lecture underlined and highlighted that ‘The Essence of Faith 

remains in the Relationship by the individual and his/her God’. 

Personally, and I believe that I may speak for others, we will never forget Fr John’s words 

and conviction as he described these words as ‘FANATASTIC THEOLOGY’. 

Finally, as we began to make sense of the first Job holding faith and belief and therefore 

emphasising the quality of the relationship and the Second Job, searching and probing.  We 

learnt that The God Almighty favours the ‘searching’ and commends those who seek the 

truth. 

It reminds us of the truth and faith ‘in the searching’ as opposed to in the answers.  So, our 

food for thought ‘search for the truth’ and the invisible man is because Job is a concept.  

The Questioning and Search must go on. 

Jean Johnson 

 

 

Christmas Flowers in St Mary’s 

We would be very pleased to receive donations to help towards the cost of flowers to 

decorate St Mary’s for Christmas this year. If you would like to help in this way there will 

be bowls in the church during December, or please give to Sheila Beer, Diane Singleton or 

Ann Eldridge. 

Thank you,  Wendy Price 

 

 

PEACE 

As we approach Christmas the message of ‘Peace on earth’ rings in our ears. 

When we come to New Year we hope that it will be one of Peace and Goodwill in our 

world, rather than more wars and killing and destruction. In the coming weeks we may like 

to use this prayer, saying it slowly as a meditation. 

Fr John Gann 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

Lead us from death to life     from falsehood to truth. 

Lead us from despair to hope     from fear to trust 

Lead us from hate to love     from war to peace 

Let peace fill our hearts,     our world, our universe. AMEN 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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From our new Executive Head Teacher 

I am delighted to have been appointed as the first Executive Head Teacher of St Mary’s 

Church of England Infant School and Prestbury St Mary’s Church of England Junior School.  

It is a very exciting challenge for me as I am tasked with leading the collaboration between 

these two wonderful schools as they formally work in partnership for the first time.  The 

opportunity to develop the collaboration for the benefit of the children, staff and the whole 

community is one which I relish.  Even in these early few weeks of my tenure it has been 

fabulous to see the commitment towards the partnership from everyone involved. Early 

collaboration opportunities have already brought the schools together such as a new 

School Council with representatives from both schools; a new Behaviour System which 

brings consistency across both schools; and we have plans to hold an ‘I Sing Pop’ event in 

the New Year which is a partnership between the school and the Church where the 

children record a CD and hold a concert that celebrates Christian Values through a series 

of songs that they learn and perform.  There are certainly exciting times ahead for these 

two fantastic schools as they work in partnership and it is a real privilege to be able to lead 

this into the future. 

I thought it would be nice to introduce myself 

formally to the Parish as I move towards the end of 

my first term in post.  I am married to Gemma and 

we have two children who attend Charlton Kings 

Junior School; Amelia who is nine years old and 

William who is seven years old.  We have lived in 

Charlton Kings for over ten years now and enjoy 

being members of such a lovely village community.  

My wife ran the PFA at Charlton Kings Infant School 

for five years and I was a governor at the school for 

four years.  We also enjoy going to church at 

St Mary’s in the centre of Charlton Kings village, 

especially the family services.  We have made some 

lovely friends in Charlton Kings and our children are 

very happy at the Junior School having previously 

enjoyed their time at the Infant School.  As a family 

we are very active and try to keep fit and healthy.  I 

enjoy playing five-a-side football on a Sunday evening 

with a number of other dads from Charlton Kings 

Junior School and we all enjoy playing sport, riding on our bikes and swimming as a family.   

This is now my third headship and I have been warmly welcomed into the community, for 

which I am extremely grateful.  I was previously Headteacher of Watermoor Church of 

England Primary School in Cirencester and then Mitton Manor Primary School in 

Tewkesbury.  I look forward to getting to know people within the community and hopefully 

continuing the excellent work of my predecessors and taking both schools forward into a 

successful partnership where we can continue to offer an outstanding education for the 

children in the community. 

Matt Fletcher  
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Forthcoming Events 

Prestbury URC Coffee Morning and Christmas Sale – 

Saturday 5 December 10.30-12.00 

Our December coffee morning will also have a Christmas stall – baubles, tinsel, 

decorations, cards, wrap and more will all be available. So why not stock up early !  

The next Coffee Morning is on Saturday 2 January 10.30-12.00 

 

 

The Real Christmas  -  Saturday 5 December 

Our Real Christmas is on Saturday 5th December from 2pm to 5pm in St Mary’s Church. 

There will be children’s Christmas crafts, olive wood gifts, carvings and embroidered purses 

from Bethlehem. carol singing, hand bell ringing and seasonal refreshments. Children and 

families can enjoy decorating our church Christmas tree and all are most welcome. 

Entrance is free. 

Lynda Hodges 

 

St Nicolas Patronal Festival Pudding Evening 

Saturday 5 December at 7pm in St Nicolas Hall.  As well as all the puddings you can eat 

there will be entertainment from Bags of Brass.  Tickets from Janet Ford cost £5. 

 

 

“A Christmas Carol” 

Is set in authentic Victorian costume, with a cast 

of five playing a whole host of characters, and 

with surprises throughout, Rain or Shine aim to 

delight and enchant those new to the tale, and 

those who already know it.  This family show is 

suitable for everyone aged 6 and above, so 

audiences can be sure of an entertaining evening 

with a generous sprinkling of Bah – Humbug!  

Tickets will still be available on the door. 

 

  



December 2015 - January 2016 Prestbury Parish Magazine 

 

~ 12 ~ 

    Tewkesbury Choral Society 
          SATURDAY 5th DECEMBER 2015 7.30pm Tewkesbury Abbey 

Tewkesbury Choral Society with Regency Sinfonia conducted by John Holloway 

 Soloists: Alexander Aldren, Hannah Davey, Thomas Humphries, 

Philippa Lay and Benjamin Williamson 

VIVALDI – Gloria,    

CHARPENTIER – Midnight Mass for Christmas 

 BACH – Magnificat  and Suite No3 in D   

Tickets £15 from Society members, Tewkesbury Abbey, 

Roses Theatre  01684 295074     www.rosestheatre.org.uk 

 

 

Prestbury URC Gift Sunday – Sunday 6 December 10.30 

Our Salvation Army Gift Sunday will be on Sunday 6th December at 10.30 and we hope 

that a member of the Salvation Army will be able to attend to tell us something of the 

valuable work they do. This year they have asked for unwrapped presents for children aged 

9 and under and gift tokens for the over 15s. 

 

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village 
 

 

Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th December 
11am to 5pm 

 

“Seasons of the Year” 
Twenty decorated trees 

 

Live music at 2.30pm: 
Saturday - Sing along with the Ukuleles 

Sunday - Cheltenham Minster Handbell Ringers 
 

 Christmas Hamper Raffle 

 Make a Christmas decoration to take home 

 Christmas goods for sale 
 Free refreshments 

 

Free admission  

Donations to building maintenance costs will be gratefully received 
 

Further information from Karen Evans, tel. 241678 
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Musica Vera Christmas Concert 

Saturday 12 December, 7.30 pm,   St Peter’s Church, Church Road, Leckhampton. 

Music by J S Bach and Charpentier, with carols for choir and audience. 

Conductor: David Dewar, Accompanist: John Wade 

Admission £12 at the door, or from the Tourist Information Centre at The Wilson in 

Clarence Street.    Free admission to children under 16. 

Proceeds to Cheltenham Community Projects. 

Angela Walker,  Secretary, Musica Vera 

 

Christmas Lunch - Sunday 13 December  

with St Mary Magdalene Church at the Village Hall, Uckington 12.30 for 1.00pm  

Bar available.  If you would like to join us for this traditional fare, just get in touch with Ian 

on 07771 792865 or 01242 574830 or David on 01242 680277 or 07943 644601 or e-mail 

ianrichings8591@hotmail.com or gordon@gdw.myzen.co.uk    Tickets £12.00. 

David Williams 

 

Christingle  Service  -  Sunday 13 December 

This popular service will be held once again in St Mary’s Church at 3.30pm on Sunday 13 

December.  Collecting ‘candles’ will be available and all the money collected will be sent to 

the Children’s Society. 

Mary Turner 

 

C4 Children’s Choir – Friday 18 December 19.00 

C4 invite you to a performance of ‘Behind the Stable Door’ - a nativity musical - on Friday 

18 December at 7pm at Prestbury URC. Free entry & all are most welcome. 

 

Family Sheep Trail around Prestbury 

Knitted sheep will appear in various places around the village 1st-18th December. They will 

be named and you need to say where each sheep is located. Entry forms will be available 

from the United Reformed Church, Rowlands Chemists and St Mary’s Infant and Junior 

schools. Basically for children, but adults can certainly join in!  Entry is free. 

The sheep will be auctioned at the URC’s Carol Service, 3pm on 20th December. Every 

£10 raised will buy a real sheep for a family in Ethiopia. If you are unable to attend the 

service and have set your heart on a sheep then please contact prestbury@urcic.org.uk or 

ring Fiona on 511143 to organise a proxy bid. 
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Epiphany Supper in St Mary’s 

On Wednesday 6 January 2016 immediately after the 6.30pm Eucharist there will be a 

two-course supper with wine.  Tickets cost £10 and may be obtained from Lynda Hodges 

at St Mary’s or Brian Wood at St Nicolas.  
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December 2015 Diary and Calendar 

Tue 1 Charles de Foucauld, hermit 
 

  
1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  
1930 LMT St Nicolas 

  
1930 Tuesday Group Rivelands Road 

Thu 3 Francis Xavier, missionary 
 

Fri 4 John of Damascus, monk, teacher of the faith 
 

  
Nicholas Ferrar, deacon, founder of the Little Gidding Community 

Sat  5 1100-1700 Christmas Tree Festival St Lawrence 

  
1400-1700 Real Christmas St Mary’s   

  
1900 Patronal Festival Pudding Evening St Nicolas 

SUN 6 Advent 2 / St Nicolas 
 

  
0930 Patronal Festival  St Nicolas 

  
1100 Eucharist with Baptism of Poppy and Harry Orr-Davies   St Mary’s 

  
1100-1700 Christmas Tree Festival St Lawrence 

  
1245 Quarter Peel (bells) St Mary’s 

Mon 7 Ambrose, bishop, teacher of the faith 
 

  
1030 Reading Group Library at Capel Court 

Tue 8 Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

  
1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

  
1930 Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

Wed 9 Ember Day 

  
0930-1100 St Mary’s Junior School: Year 3 Experience Christmas   St Mary’s 

  
1300-1430 St Mary’s Infant School: Year 2 Experience Christmas   St Mary’s 

Thu 10 1300-1430 St Mary’s Junior School: Year 4 Experience Christmas   St Mary’s 

Fri 11 Ember Day 

  
0930 Swindon Village School: Reception class visit (1)    St Lawrence 

  
1400 Swindon Village School: Reception class visit (2)    St Lawrence 

Sat  12 Ember Day 

SUN 13 Advent 3 
  

   
No Celebrate! in the morning St Mary’s 

  
1230 for 1300  Christmas Dinner Uckington Village Hall 

  
1530 Christingle Service St Mary’s 

Mon 14 John of the Cross, poet, teacher of the faith 
 

  
1430 Monday Club Christmas Dinner Uckington Village Hall 

Tue 15 1015 St Mary’s Junior School Christmas Service St Mary’s 

   
No Coffee Drop in at St Mary’s due to the school service 

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1930 Tuesday Group Rivelands Road 

Wed 16 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 
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Thu 17 Eglantyne Jebb, social reformer, founder of ‘Save the Children’ 

Fri 18 1400 John Mead Art Group St Nicolas 

SUN 20 Advent 4 
  

  
1330 Baptism of Samuel Woodman St Mary’s 

  
1430 Baptism of Lola Rose Scott St Lawrence 

  
1830 Parish Carol Service St Mary’s 

  
1830 Parish Carol Service St Lawrence 

  
1830 Parish Carol Service All Saints 

Mon 21 1900 Celebration of Christmas St Nicolas 

Tue 22 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

Thu 24 Christmas Eve 
 

  
NO MORNING SERVICES ACROSS THE TEAM 

 

  
1500 Crib Service St Mary’s 

  
1600 Crib Service St Lawrence 

  
1600 Crib Service All Saints 

  
1700 Crib Service St Mary’s 

  
1830 Carol Service St Mary Magdalene 

  
2330 Midnight Mass St Mary’s 

  
2330 Midnight Mass St Nicolas 

  
2330 Midnight Mass St Lawrence 

  
2330 Midnight Mass All Saints 

Fri 25 Christmas Day 
 

  
NO EVENING SERVICES ACROSS THE TEAM 

 

  
0800 Said Eucharist St Mary’s 

  
0800 Said Mass All Saints 

  
0915 Holy Communion St Lawrence 

  
0930 Celebrate! St Mary’s 

  
0930 Sung Eucharist St Nicolas 

  
1030 Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 

  
1030 Sung Mass All Saints 

  1100 Sung Eucharist St Mary’s 

Sat 26 Stephen, deacon, first martyr 
 

  
0930 Eucharist St Mary’s 

SUN 27 John, Apostle and Evangelist 

  
No service at St Mary Magdalene this morning, no evening services across the team 

  
0800 Said Eucharist St Mary’s 

  
0800 Said Mass All Saints 

  
0915 Holy Communion St Lawrence 

  
0930 Sung Eucharist St Nicolas 

  
1015 Family Communion  St Mary’s 

  
1030 Sung Mass All Saints 

Mon 28 The Holy Innocents 
 

Tue 29 Thomas Becket, archbishop, martyr 
 

Thu 31 John Wyclif, reformer 
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January 2016 Diary and Calendar 

Fri 1 Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, bishops, teachers of the faith 

  
1000 Eucharist St Mary’s 

SUN 3 Epiphany 
  

Tue 5 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1930 Tuesday Group Rivelands Road 

Wed 6 1830 Epiphany Service followed by supper St Mary’s 

SUN 10 Baptism of Christ 
 

Mon 11 Mary Slessor, missionary 
 

Tue 12 Aelred, abbott and Benedict Biscop, scholar 

  
1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

Wed 13 Hilary, bishop, teacher of the faith 
 

  
1930 Elmstone Hardwicke PCC 

 
Fri 15 1400 John Mead Art Group St Nicolas 

SUN 17 Epiphany 2 
 

Mon 18 Amy Carmichael, founder of the Dohnavur Fellowship, spiritual writer 

Tue 19 Wulfstan, bishop 
 

  
1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1930 Tuesday Group Rivelands Road 

  
1930 Celebrate! Leaders meeting Bouncers Lane 

Wed 20 Richard Rolle, spiritual writer 
 

  
1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

Thu 21 Agnes, child martyr 
 

Fri 22 Vincent of Saragossa, deacon, martyr 
 

SUN 24 Epiphany 3 
 

Mon 25 Conversion of Paul 
 

Tue 26 Timothy and Titus, companions of Paul 
 

  
1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary’s   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1930 Tuesday Group Rivelands Road 

  
1930 Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

  
1930 Prestbury PCC St Mary’s 

Wed  27 1945 Celebrate! planning meeting The Rectory 

Thu 28 Thomas Aquinas, priest, philosiopher 
 

Sat 30 Charles, king and martyr 
 

SUN 31 Candlemas 
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From the Registers 

Prestbury 

Baptisms 

  October 25 Maxwell Eric Newman 

Weddings 

 October 10 Roberto Simmons and Katie Hitchen 

 

17 Robert Henderson and Kelly-Marie Clark 

   Swindon Village 

Baptisms 

  October 11 Thomas Martin Allen 

 

18 Jack Harrison Parford 

 

25 Lincoln Benedict Taylor Newman 

 

 

 

Calling all Photographers 

The weather forecasters have promised us a hard winter.  When and if the snow arrives, 

we would like photographs taken of St Nicolas in winter weather.  Then next year we shall 

have a competition to find a good image to use for a St Nicolas 2016 Christmas card. 

Janet White 

 

Prestbury Seasonal Fair 

Thank you to all who attended or who helped out at the Prestbury URC annual winter sale. 

Despite the awful weather, so many people came along and helped raise £373 pounds for 

church funds. 

 

 

Harvest Festival at Prestbury URC 

Our delayed Harvest celebration this year was a great success with nearly 40 people 

enjoying a wonderful hot lunch after the service. £122 was raised for WaterAid and several 

bags of tinned/dried food were taken to Open Door in central Cheltenham. 
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Candles 

Before the war started in 1939, our family home was due to be wired for electricity. Come 

hostilities and we could forget all about such luxury and continue to light the house by gas. 

This was alright when you were in a room but not so good when you wanted to move from one 

room to another in the dark. Enter our friend the wax candle plus the candle stick. 

There was a variety of candle sticks around the house, varying from the purely functional to 

the ornamental sort which sometimes matched the chinaware for the bedroom. This would 

be located on the wash hand stand with its decorated china bowl and big jug which would 

transport the hot water ready for washing. There would also be a tooth rack and, in a 

cupboard underneath, would be the chamber pot. 

Boxes of matches would be at strategic places with strict instructions not to use them 

unless an adult was there. Needless to add, there were times when my older brother and I 

would decide that we were almost adult (about the ages of ten and six) and the wonder of 

striking the match and applying it to the wick of the candle became irresistible. As the flame 

caught and the warmth was felt, it really was a highlight and we relaxed in its glow. 

When we were questioned later, we tried to brazen it out only to find that sweet rationing had 

come early to our house. I have always enjoyed reading and this could be difficult in bed at night 

time and was awkward with the gas fitting as it had to be turned off before you put your book 

down and went to sleep. A candle was the answer but frowned on except for a few occasions 

when I somehow managed to get away with it. I have heard of some children even having a 

lighted candle under the bed sheet so as to read. Fortunately they have lived to tell the tale. 

Life with the war time gas supply was not easy as the flame could vary and you might sit 

listening to “Hi Gang” on the BBC as the light popped away rather as in the play “Gaslight”. 

You could only use so much candle power as, like everything else, they came in short 

supply and had to be kept for emergencies. I don’t remember any of the exotic colour 

range we have today, you were lucky to have plain white and get on with it. 

Each year the scullery boiler was stoked up and the plum puddings put in to give that extra 

flavour to Christmas. In the kitchen a cake would be made in the old fashioned way and the 

cake decorations brought out to go on top of the almond icing followed by the white snow 

scene. Several candle holders did their work each year with hopefully a new set of slim 

candles to fit them. We all enjoyed the winter scene and then it was put away for another 

year. The cake would be kept in a cupboard in the sideboard and you only had to open the 

door later in the year to be reminded of the flavour of Christmas as the smell lingered on. 

Our introduction to massed candles would have been in St Luke’s Church where the three 

of us were christened. There was the carol concert each year and then the old church 

glowed with as many candles as could be afforded. It always gave that special feeling when 

the electric lights are turned off and you just have the candle light. At the end, there would 

be the lovely smell as the candles were extinguished and we all prepared to link up arm in 

arm, past the farm and along the road to home. There was the one magical night when 

there were glow worms to light our way — I don’t think I have seen any ever since. 

Then it was time for bed and getting ready for the big day to come and hope that Santa had 

seen the candle we had left to help him on his way. 

Tudor Williams  
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LINC 

The Leukaemia and Intensive Chemotherapy Fund is an important local healthcare charity 

working to improve the care of cancer patients in Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, South 

Worcestershire and East Powys. It was started by Dr Bob Dalton and Dr Gill Rouse in 

1989 

The charity is based in the LINC outpatient suite at Cheltenham General Hospital but also 

has an office in the LINC Edward Jenner Unit at Gloucestershire Royal Hospital. 

No one knows how they will feel having been given the diagnosis of cancer. There is the 

feeling of having to face one’s own mortality as well as the fear of the treatment lying ahead. 

LINC is there to help and support in many ways. They try to ensure that every facility is 

available to make sure that long stays in hospital are as comfortable as possible. 

They supply money for nursing and medical staff to attend courses so that they are abreast 

of all the changes and research in this area. They also supply state of the art equipment to 

improve diagnosis and treatment. The present project is to upgrade the 8 en suite shower 

rooms on the ward to create wet rooms. 

Funding is sometimes supplied to individuals to help with travel, loss of earnings, childcare 

and other eventualities. The focus is on the whole family and not just the patient as it 

recognises that this is an event that affects an extended family group. 

LINC also funds a clinical psychologist to work with patients.  At present this is a part time 

role but it is hoped that soon there will be enough funds available to make this full time. 

Research is important and LINC funds a post graduate PhD student who is working in the 

field of leukaemia or lymphoma. 

Funds come from a variety of sources; there are donations from individuals and from 

grants. Many annual events include a charity golf day, a 64km cycle ride and the Cheltenham 

triathlon.  There are also concerts, balls, days out, parachute jumps and many other physical 

challenges. LINC also has a charity shop in the Bath Road. One of the ongoing fund raising 

efforts has been to collect loose change and old mobile phones - so far £43,000 has been 

collected this way! 

A very worthwhile charity I think you will agree and one that works hard to ensure that 

patients have the best care possible while undergoing fairly difficult treatment. 

Maggie Morris 
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Advent Wreath Candles 

As I write to you the Advent wreaths are in the process of being assembled throughout our 

NCTM churches. We all identify with what is undoubtedly the most important symbol and 

tradition performed during this season, that of lighting the Advent Wreath Candles. 

There are different interpretations for each candle and as many of us have the fortune of 

not only enjoying the lighting ceremony in our churches but also in our homes, I will 

illustrate the meanings of both. 

Our NCTM churches use purple candles and on the 3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete 

Sunday) a pink candle. We tend to relate the lighting of each candle to the readings for each 

of the Sundays of Advent: Advent 1: The Patriarchs, Abraham and David; Advent 2: The 

Prophets; Advent 3: John the Baptist; Advent 4: Mary. The centre white candle is lit on 

Christmas Day and represents the new-born King. 

The Advent wreaths in our homes are frequently determined by family traditions, defining 

the decorations, colour and explanation of each candle. Red candles are often used with a 

white one in the centre, the latter having the same interpretation as in our NCTM 

churches. For the remaining 4 red candles they can highlight for the first Sunday, the theme 

of hope, the second; love, the third: joy and on the final Sunday before Christmas peace. 

Jean Johnson 

 

 
Picture by Brian Wood  
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During Advent in1949  

During Advent in1949, an unusual ceremony of the Nativity was held. Father Hill, the vicar 

at that time, read the verses from the New Testament telling this story and these were 

interspersed with carols, sung by members of the choir. 

On the steps in front of the choir, a tableau was enacted to illustrate each verse by actors 

from the congregation. 

The producers of this were Father Hill and Miss Dorothy Dymock who lived in the corner 

thatched cottage, opposite the chemist’s shop. She was a very clever water colour painter 

and had a good eye for creating a scene. She hired all the costumes from a theatrical agency 

in London and they were superb. 

These two photographs were given to the magazine by two of the characters in them and 

they, with the help of a third, have told us as much as they can remember. 

Joseph was played by Bill Gill, Mary by Monica Knight, The adult angels are, Phyllis Brown 

with trumpet on left, and perhaps Mary Tovey and Mag Bowles.  

The Angel Gabriel is Pam Parkin and the other adult angel is one of the Sunday School 

teachers but the name can’t be remembered. 

The child angels are Heather Julian, kneeling by the crib, Rosemary Parker, with her long 

hair and arms up in the air. The final little angel is possibly Ann Thomas. 

These events were so popular, they were performed on several evenings. One night 

apparently old Father Hill dozed off and a choir member had to sneak across to wake him 

to move onto the next Lesson! 

If anybody can remember more about these old tableaux, please contact the editor, we 

would love to know. 

Lynda Hodges 
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The Light of the World 

 “Let there be light”, God proclaimed, and a flame appeared which transformed the void.  

The earth, which had known only darkness, now awakened with the dawn.  This heralded 

the beginning of enlightenment, and God saw that it was good. 

As the eons passed, the world was made brighter by those who wished to bring 

illumination far and wide.  They brought the word and the light.  At first, the light was dim 

and surroundings difficult to distinguish, but the fire within every dwelling provided 

sufficient light when the toil of the day ended and a repast was prepared prior to well-

earned sleep before the dawn brought the renewed light of heaven for another day.  

Torches supplemented evening light for those more fortunate, to guide those who needed 

to be abroad as darkness fell and to allow attendance upon animals and other chores 

following daily toil.  But then it was decided that wicks covered with tallow would provide 

needed illumination in sconces and other holders which could be lit as required and thus 

offer a means to provide light for all areas that were essential to need, or could be 

extinguished to preserve their usefulness and await further use as deemed necessary. 

Those of greater means naturally acquired candles of higher quality for use with multiple 

sconces and candleholders, and further light became normal in the establishments of the 

great and the good.  In churches founded to the glory of God, large, tall candles made 

lovingly from fine wax were placed in holders on either side of the altar, proclaiming God ’s 

gift to the world.  Cathedrals, seats of bishops, declared for all to see the majesty of each 

edifice with greater numbers of tall candles and multiple sconces displayed.  The glory of 

God was reflected in their light. 

Light eventually became more and more prevalent by use of lanterns, battery-powered 

torches, and electricity, giving brightness to the world.  Candles, however, remained in 

churches and homes to remind us all that the provision of light can be considered to be one 

of God’s greatest gifts. 

We are God’s children and, being beholden to him, are obligated to share all the blessings 

He grants us.  Thus we can consider ourselves to be candles, our flames fluttering in the 

blowing wind.  We yearn for enlightenment and seek clarification.  We rejoice when we 

succeed, and despair when darkness persists.  We live our lives attempting to fulfil our 

dreams and count our blessings when we are favoured with success, while our failures bring 

desolation.  And it is within us to share those benefits of success and give to the best of our 

abilities when others are in need of assistance and seek the profits of the candle’s flame. 

It is a certainty in my mind that none of us can fail to wish that the flame of each candle will 

burn brightly and take away the dark shadows that each of us face.  In this way we keep the 

flame of each candle alive. 

James Long 
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St Nicolas Advent Bazaar – 21 November 2015 

 
Pictures by Jean Johnson, Allan Philpot and Geoff Shaw     
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Book Review 

The Christmas Mystery by Jostein Gaarder 

Have you ever found yourself searching for an Advent calendar just as the shops are closing 

on the 30th November?  If so, you will identify straight away with the main characters in 

Jostein Gaarder’s book, ‘The Christmas Mystery’. 

However, I can honestly say that there would be no comparison between yours and the 

one that young Joachim went home hugging, one snowy winter’s evening.  Therein, began 

his adventure, because as he sat on his bed and opened the first door, early in the morning 

of ‘The First of December’ something unexpected happened.  A thin sheet of paper, folded 

over and over, fell to the floor.  As you read on, (although you are reading what Joachim is 

reading) you are transported into a story that takes you through the twenty-four chapters 

of the book.   

I have quite a vivid imagination, so I quickly found myself immersed in the centre of an 

adventure, a silent onlooker, however, quickly drawn in to the unfolding events.  And really 

that is all I am going to say about the book, except to say that Jostein cleverly takes us back 

through history, telling the story of a girl travelling back in time to Bethlehem and 

interweaving it with the present day story of Joachim and the mystery of a girl who 

disappeared on Christmas Eve many years previously. Suffice to say that the Advent 

calendar is a magic one, which, to use Jostein’s words is ‘full to bursting with secrets.’  

However, the reader, rather like Joachim, has to wait patiently for the secrets to be 

revealed.  She will keep you guessing and if you like puzzles you will like the book.   

I enjoyed reading ‘The Christmas Mystery’ and if you read and enjoyed Sophie’s World, also 

by Jostein Gaarder, I am sure you would too.  It is not just a book for adults, but also for 

young people, especially those who look forward to discovering the secrets of the Advent 

calendar!   Oh, by the way, look out for a clever little twist a third of the way through!   

Sarah Frodsham 

 

St Nicolas Advent Bazaar – 21 November 2015 
As most of you will realise, Advent Bazaars don't ‘just happen’, and ours at St Nicolas was 

as a result of much planning by our Events Group. 

There followed a frenzy of knitting, sewing, baking, preserving and soup making, with the 

rest of the congregation making their usual generous donations of items to the stalls and to 

the raffle. A variation on a raffle this year was our ‘100 square Christmas Cake’ where for 

£1 a square, you had the chance to win a beautifully-iced cake (courtesy of Ruth Shaw & 

Gill Woodcock). 

By 11:30, we had a queue, ready for their steaming bowl of home-made soup, and so the 

fun began.... 

We welcomed many of our regulars and friends from the local area who came ‘just for the 

soup’ but were then drawn to browse and buy.  We had a busy time with the children’s 

activities (strange how glitter has such an affinity to carpet!) 

The sum of £650 was raised, so ‘Well Done’ to all concerned. 

Janet Ford  
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Prestbury WI  

On Monday 12th December  Cliffe White will be presenting a talk ‘Behind the Scenes at the 

Antiques Road Show’. He was floor manager on the show for 23 years.  He left the show in 

2000 by which time he had worked with three of the presenters. He will be providing an 

insight to the preparations and making of the programmes. We will find out what happens 

to the hundreds of people who bring their antiques to the venues including some amusing 

incidents. 

On Wednesday16th December the Prestbury WI Grand Christmas Draw will take place at 

the WI Hall preceded by an Entertainment by the WI Drama Group. Doors open at 7pm 

for 7.30pm. Seasonal refreshments will be provided. Admission by ticket is £4.50 for adults 

and £2.00 for accompanied children. Tickets are available from 01242 523558. 

On Monday 11th January Philip Collins, aka Professor Collywobbles, will be giving an 

interactive talk on ‘The History of Punch and Judy’.  

Phil was born in Cheltenham and from an early age has been interested in performing 

before an audience, acting and directing. A desire to revive his hobby of puppetry has 

inspired Phil to try his hand at Punch and Judy shows in order to help perpetuate the 

tradition whilst incorporating more modern values into his performances. The evening will 

finish with a Punch and Judy Show. 

On Saturday 6th February there will be a Soup and Pudding Lunch at the WI Hall. Doors 

open at 12noon for 12.30pm. Ticket only - £5.00,  available in January. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings.  They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and commence at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Sally on 01242 523558.  Our 

website can be accessed at prestburygloswi.btck.co.uk.  

Sally Alexander 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

 

To Make You Smile 
  “The trouble with jogging is that by the time 

you realise you’re not fit enough to do it,  

it’s a long walk home.” 
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Marle Hill WI 

It was November again which heralded our AGM, a new Committee and a Presidential 

election.  All proceeded well with Wendy elected for her third and last year as President. 

Next year we will be looking for a new incumbent in the chair.  Tea and coffee with Social 

Time completed the evening.  Other activities included an enjoyable evening at the theatre 

to see ‘Guys and Dolls’, a meal at The White Spoon, a demonstration of puddings and lunch 

(which included two puddings!) at the Montpellier Chapter, a coffee morning at Marilyn ’s, a 

day dying silk and making it into jewellery and a half day of photography, make-up tuition or 

hot enamel jewellery.  Unfortunately we lost our skittles match in the semi-finals to 

Avening by 5 pins, after a tense close-scoring evening. 

Once again we had a great Birthday Party at the Muffin Man.  A group of members joined a 

trip to see Legal London.  A guided tour of all the Inns of Court and the Royal Courts of 

Justice made for a tiring but worthwhile day.  Our Group Meeting consisted of the Fashion 

Parade with outfits from ‘Just In’ of Winchcombe, modelled by members, and an 

opportunity to buy some very reasonably priced clothing.  A theatre outing to the 

Playhouse to see ‘The Follies’ and a day at the races and a coach trip to the Cardiff 

Christmas Market provided more opportunities to spend some money!  The retiring 

Committee had their usual lunch, this time we went to the ‘House in the Tree’. 

We are looking forward to the big event in December, the Christmas Concert in the Town 

Hall.  The guest artiste this year is Laura Wright.  She won the BBC Young Chorister of the 

Year and is the official anthem singer for the RFU.  Some members are going to the 

Playhouse to see ‘Looking for Landsbury’, a tribute to Angela Landsbury.  We are going to 

the Montpellier Chapter for a cookery demonstration and a Christmas Lunch and to the 

Farmers Arms at Apperley for our own Christmas Lunch. Wendy has arranged a Solo Club 

Christmas Lunch Party.  We have an invitation to join Bishops Cleeve WI for their Birthday 

party.  At our Craft afternoon we discussed our entry for the Christmas Tree Festival, at 

St Lawrence Church in Swindon Village, and are busy making decorations. 

The speaker at our meeting on 7th December is Jemma Fowkes on ‘Birch, Beer and Bible, 

Education in the 16th and 17th Century’.  On 4th January Bob Skelton is to speak on ‘People of 

Bletchley Park’.  We warmly welcome visitors to our meetings at 7.30pm at St Nicolas 

Church Hall in Swindon Lane. 

May I take this opportunity to offer you all Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

Sara Jefferies. 

 

 

 

 
  

 

  

 

To Make You Smile 
“He gets offended when others talk whilst he’s 

interrupting.” 
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club  

The Chairwoman, Esther Wilson, and all the Prestbury Flower Arranging Club committee 

members would like to wish all our 2015 members, and the visitors who have come to our 

demonstrations and social evenings, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We hope 

to see you all again next year. 

In September we hosted Lorena Dyer, who presented ‘A Moment in Time’ a quirky trip 

through a floral wardrobe. Our competition winners were: flowers 1st Pat Wright, 2nd 

Pauline Cox and 3rd Esther Wilson and photography 1st Barbara Bennett, 2nd Joan Britton 

and 3rd Esther Wilson. Well done Ladies!  

We also enjoyed Jackie Beard’s demonstration in October, 

appropriately titled ‘On My Travels’.  It was one of her last 

demonstrations for a while as she’s going travelling. Jackie used 

a marvellous range of readily available garden material in her 

arrangements which certainly inspired me to be more 

adventurous with my foliage. 

Our Programme Secretary, Joan Britton, has been working hard 

and has a full and exciting programme for next year including 

demonstrations by Beryl Griffiths, 

Wendy Lawrence and Margaret 

Walker. Our next meeting is the 

AGM on 25 January 2016 so come along and see what’s she’s 

lined up for 2016. After the business, which is quick and 

painless (although we need, and would love to welcome, new 

Committee members to help out the stalwarts there will be 

no strong arm tactics) there will be the opportunity to 

rejoin/join the Club with refreshments and a chance to relax 

after the Christmas and New Year exertions. We are keeping 

the Membership cost at £35.00, despite the NAFAS 

subscription increase this year. 

Our club meets at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane, usually on the fourth Monday of the 

month; visitors are always welcome £6 payable at the door.  

If you would like more information about the club, please ring Esther on 01242 515478 or 

Shirley on 01242 234472. 

Penny Kennard 
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 

   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
 1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
 2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary’s 
 Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary’s 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer  (excluding Bank Holidays) 
   09.30 Eucharist  (excluding Bank Holidays) 
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 
   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily  17.00 Evening Prayer  (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 

   10.30 Sung Mass 
  18.30 Choral Evensong  
 Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty 
   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd Sunday 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong  
  3rd & 4th  09.15 Holy Communion 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 
  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 

  5th Sunday 10.30 Holy Communion 
           or 18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 

      host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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Gifts & Treasures 

This time of year can feel busy and grow into a season of preparation...  My daughter is in a 

small Christmas production, playing the part of one of the three Kings, and has been 

practising and preparing since October! 

Matthew 2:11 describes how the kings, the Magi in the Christmas story ‘on coming to the 

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then 

they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh’. 

Advent (the four weeks leading up to Christmas) allows us not only to focus on our 

practical preparations for Christmas, but also our deeper longing to connect with God 

afresh through the Christmas story and journey.  The kings opened their treasures and 

presented them to the Christ child.  During this season let us reflect on the treasures we 

present to God, that come from our heart.  Are we willing to always show unconditional 

love to our family and friends?  Help and care when someone we come into contact with is 

in a challenging situation? Draw on our faith to see something through, however many 

obstacles we may face in the process? Our responses in these situations form part of our 

worship to God; as if we too are bowing down before the Christ child and worshipping Him. 

Our society today is one that consumes much, and unfortunately gifts can soon become 

ornaments collecting dust and becoming unnoticed.  In Romans 12 we are encouraged, 

‘brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 

and pleasing to God – this is your true worship’.  When it comes to our faith, God wants 

us to be ‘active, healthy and involved’.  So if we are willing to freely offer our treasures back 

to Him, these beautiful gifts God has created and carved in us, not only does that delight 

Him but allows Him to transform them into bigger and greater things - that make a 

difference in our world! 

The three kings are often characterised in films and plays as overwhelmed to reach their 

desired destination and worship Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world.  As we take time to 

reflect on our world during this season of Advent, we can see it is full of travellers right 

now, desiring to reach their destination.  Some from war torn lands like Syria, others from 

areas of hatred, violence or famine.  How as Christians can we connect to this global story 

which continues to unfold before our eyes? 

The Kings that honoured Jesus had studied for many years to be able to recognise the Star 

of David that took them on their life changing journey.  That commitment and preparation 

enabled them to be chosen to be the ones to make that spectacular journey to Bethlehem.   

As we travel through Advent and perhaps consider how we live out an active faith, let God 

show us how to get involved with those who travel.  Jesus, too, travelled after his birth; 

leaving Bethlehem abruptly, becoming himself a refugee with his family in Egypt.  Let’s take 

time this Christmas to intercede for others, for those seeking refuge from war, violence, 

famine.  As we pray and seek God to be in the midst of such complicated situations, have 

the faith to believe God can transform your gift of love and care for refugees into what they 

need and require. 

And finally at this wonderful time of giving, do look out for and recognise, when others are 

giving of themselves to you too! 

Sharon Macauly



 

 

 

Parish Directory continued 
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