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Theatre and Liturgy 

My earliest recollections of taking to the boards are at the age of about four, being one of 

six mice, each dressed with a grey blanket, crawling on our tummies across the stage of the 

Working Men’s College in London. As the lights went off briefly, and the fairy godmother 

waved her wand with a bang and a flash, we all had to jump up and turn into prancing 

horses, complete with plumes and reins, and pull Cinderella’s coach off to the ball. I don’t 

recall being at all self-conscious at that age, and it was great fun. We didn’t have to learn 

any lines and I and my fellow mice got to stay up rather later than usual to do the evening 

performances of the pantomime.  

Long before wide screen, special effects, computer-generated graphics, and surround sound 

– which many can now watch in their own homes, let alone the cinema – theatre 

companies were able to bring alive stories of every kind. Indeed, travelling storytellers, or 

“strolling players”, often provided a society’s collective history and memory through oral 

traditions before the age of general literacy and widely available books - sometimes, 

perhaps just a single person with a gift for storytelling, or else a group of players taking the 

individual parts in the well-known stories. Drama has provided a vehicle to involve 

audiences in romance, history, intrigue, philosophy, satire, social commentary, etc, and even 

revolution;  and theatre in its various guises has played its part in the history of religion: 

Greek and Roman mythology, medieval mystery plays, passion plays, nativity plays, and of 

course liturgy which itself is a form of interactive theatre and drama. 

As well as entertaining, theatre allows us to enter into situations and events which we 

might not otherwise encounter in our daily lives and, with the actors, staff and the rest of 

the audience, to have our emotions prompted and provoked in many different ways. 

Whether as actor or audience, theatre is never passive – everyone is engaged in the event, 

from the minute they walk through the theatre doors. But then again everyone’s response 

will be different – each will experience the drama in the context of their own life 

experiences, as well as any collective appreciation – whether cheering or booing!!! So if we 

also see our liturgy as, in some ways, a piece of theatre, then similar things apply. Yes, you 

probably can be a Christian without going to church but, like theatre, church worship and 

fellowship should help us to experience God and faith in ways which we might not 

otherwise encounter in our daily lives. We too as servers, choir, clergy, congregation, 

wardens, sidespeople, etc, etc meeting for a church service, will all have our emotions 

prompted and provoked in different ways, as well as coming together collectively in 

worship. That is as it should be. Theatre has enlarged the human experience over many 

centuries – just as in worship. Long may they both continue to do so. 

David Smith 

  

Cover Photograph: 

Ian Richings on New Year’s morning  

by David Williams 

(see pages 7 & 9) 
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Editorial 

I am delighted to present this interesting and varied range of articles and photos in the first 

magazine of 2016. Not only have our many contributors responded to requests, specifically 

for our theme of theatres and dramatic societies, but many have also submitted items 

independently in areas of their choice and interest. On page 9 I highlight Ian’s inspired 

action to raise funds for some many thousands of UK children who run away each year. On 

page 10 we welcome John Hawke back to writing for the magazine with an unconventional 

review of Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin, set to Pushkin’s classic poem, just one of the two 

out of Tchaikovsky’s ten operas which established themselves on the world stage. 

Have you been aware how many Editors’ letters in monthly magazines at the beginning of 

this new year highlight how organisations, such as the church, are fighting for their survival? 

One of the biggest issues is the lack of young people joining up, and that can mean anything 

from school age up until 50.  

In my experience, when newcomers step into our NCTM churches they are warmly 

welcomed and encouraged to return. Sadly friendliness is no longer enough. Reaching out 

to more and different people is, I suggest, a major key for our growth. I would be 

interested to hear your views on this issue. 

Life for many of us is busier than ever. Feedback from our readers encourages me to 

appreciate just how much the magazine keeps us connected by supporting our faith and 

community. Many photos and articles within demonstrate this and I highlight Ralph on 

page 3, Jenni on page 27 and Richard on page 24. 

With this in mind I am determined to ‘find a new way’ to ensure that the magazine 

continues, albeit the Editorial Team as we have grown to know it over the last 3½ years 

has changed significantly. As no volunteers have come forward for the roles as advertised, 

the following new initiatives are now in place: 

i. Over the last few weeks I have agreed with our library for us to work in partnership 

and on pages 22-23 you will find their team’s first contribution. 

ii. Tudor, a keen writer and advocate for the magazine has mobilised the Cheltenham 

writing circle to write with our magazine themes in mind. The first items were printed 

in our Christmas magazine. Tudor takes up his pen with our theme this month, 

pages 4-5, Cairo, My Dramatic Society Beginnings. 

iii. Thirdly, I am in discussion with two of our NCTM congregations who wish to 

undertake one or two tasks to help with the continuation of the magazine, albeit they 

have minimal time and significant commitments.  

Last but not least I draw your attention to Brian’s ‘magazine trademark’, a colourful and 

creative collage on pages 18-19 highlighting our many memorable Christmas events from 

Christingle services to Epiphany. My grateful thanks to our many diligent photographers 

who bring ‘life’ to this much loved magazine. 

Jean Johnson 

_________________________________________________________ 

March Magazine Deadline:    Sunday 14 February 2016 

   Future Themes:  March Bridges 

April / May Poems and Poetry  
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The Church spreads the gospel through theatricals 

The first real theatre ‘specially intended for plays’ was built in 1576.  But that doesn’t mean 

that there were no plays to be seen before then.    

From the earliest times people formed an audience to watch their holy men or others 

acting out stories or rituals.  In pagan times people gathered to watch as rituals were 

performed.  I’ve always found the ‘Miracle’ or ‘Mystery’ or ‘Morality’ plays in the 15th and 

16th centuries fascinating.  Our Cheltenham Passion Play to be performed in the town again 

this year owes its origin, I suppose, to these medieval plays. 

Remember that in the Middle Ages most people couldn’t read or write. Church services 

were conducted in Latin, a language which was unintelligible to the masses of the people.  

The clergy, then, as now, wanted their people to become familiar with the stories of the 

Bible.   

At first only the priests took part in acting out the events from the lives of Christ and the 

saints and the portrayal took place in the Church proper. Later, as the performances grew 

more elaborate and space became an important item, the ‘Mysteries’ and ‘Miracles’ were 

pushed out into the courtyards of the churches and laymen began to take part in the acting. 

Also, the clergy saw that there was a need to present not only isolated incidents or groups 

of related incidents at Christmas and Easter, but the whole history of man from his creation 

to the day of judgement. The various incidents of this long story were divided among the 

craft guilds of a district, staged on wagons easily drawn from one place to another, and 

were presented in proper sequence at set stations throughout the district. This complete 

history enacted by the various guilds came to be referred to as a “cycle” and for further 

identification was referred to by the name of the district in which it was presented. These 

cycles, even though religious in nature, took into account the popular love of comedy.  To 

relieve the tedium “interludes” were presented which were nothing more nor less than 

slapstick farces as a rule more distinguished for their vulgarity than their humour.  

This love of a laugh is shown in scenes like the one where shepherds watch their sheep by 

night in “The Shepherds’ Play” which is part of the Wakefield cycle.  A sheep stealer called 

Mak makes his appearance and succeeds in stealing a sheep and takes it home to his hut, 

where he and his wife put it in a cradle.  When the shepherds discover the fraud - amid 

much laughter - they toss Mak in a blanket and when worn out with this prank lie down to 

rest.  Would you believe it?  An angel wakes them all up and tells them their Redeemer is 

born and they must go to Bethlehem.  

Ralph Griffin 
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Acting Around 

“So you want to be an actor” was chalked on the board outside the YMCA in the 

Telecommunications Centre, near Cairo.  I was at the RAF base and had heard the 

programme on the radio and decided to go along to the evening. 

We enjoyed watching some of the others making fools of themselves and when they 

announced that they wanted volunteers to form a dramatic society, I put my name down. 

The war had ended the year before and the authorities found themselves with hundreds of 

thousands of men and women who no longer had the jobs they had been trained to do.  

Repatriation was slow and Educational Vocational Training was formed to fill in the hours. 

Forty of us signed on to learn to play the piano on the fairly clapped out YMCA piano but 

the teacher was one of the early ones to be posted home and we were left with the skills 

of only one lesson.  This was when the dramatic society came to my rescue. 

We met regularly and read poems and plays and I was finding it all very much to my taste.  

We started rehearsing a one act play and I was cast as a farm worker in a French Grand-

Guignol play called “The Hands of Hardovin”.  These are usually very dramatic and I had to 

fall down a loose flight of stairs which had been set as a trap.  A lot of hooting and hollering 

off stage and we thoroughly enjoyed our few nights on the YMCA stage. 

Flushed with success, it was decided to stage “I Killed the Count” which had run in the 

West End.  I had the part of a policeman (me at five foot, four inches!) which I could not 

get much out of.  Then the man playing the owner of the flats in which the play was set was 

posted home and I moved over to play him.  We rehearsed and learned lines and then the 

Count was posted home and I moved on again - further up the ladder.  I liked the Noel 

Coward-type dressing gown and the fact that I was killed five times nightly.  We afterwards 

took the production to the nearby hospital and another camp. 

Things were becoming nasty in Egypt and they wanted the British out of the Cairo area.  

The WAAF’s were withdrawn to the Canal zone and I was posted to the transmitter 

station ten miles away.  I was not a happy bunny.  And then came deliverance.  As we could 

not do a play which included women in the cast, why not try an all-male cast? 

The First World War play “Journeys End” was the answer and to my delight I was posted 

back to the main camp.  The play is set in the trenches and shows the life of the men trying 

to exist in such terrible conditions.  I was the coward who wanted out of it but was 

brought to my senses by the young commanding officer.  It all ended with the place being 

blown up and we were back to hooting and hollering and making as much noise as we 

could.  I still think of it as a first rate play which can tell you much about those strange 

times. 

Not long afterwards, it was my turn to return to these sunny shores after two and a half 

years abroad and get back to the job I had had to leave in Chepstow.  Soon I joined the 

Chepstow Operatic and Dramatic Society and enjoyed treading the boards again.  It was 

back to learning lines in “Saloon Bar”, “Rebecca”, “This Happy Breed” and a few more.  I 

also joined the Dinham Dramatic Club and I became the 15 year old boy in “The Browning 

Version”. 
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When we moved to Prestbury I joined St Mary’s Players and was involved in “The Vigil”, 

“Meet Me By Moonlight”, “When We Are Married”, “The Pie and the Tart”, “An Inspector 

Calls”, “The Bride and the Bachelor”.  SNAD’s wanted help with their pantomimes and that 

was a new experience. 

However as the lines got harder to learn I decided it was time to hang up my boots and just 

enjoy the memories.  Happy days. 

Tudor Williams 

 

 

 

 

Do you have trouble carrying home your heavy groceries? 

If you live in the Prestbury area the Prestbury Memorial Trust may be able to help you.   

Every Tuesday there is a trip to Sainsbury’s on Tewkesbury Road and a trip to Tesco at 

Bishops Cleeve.  The minibus will collect you from your home.  You have about an hour for 

your shopping in the supermarket and you will be brought home again.  A friendly driver 

will even help carry your heavy shopping to your door! 

For more details telephone the village warden, Jenny Roden, on 01242 579097. 
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Christingle and Christmas at St Mary Magdalene, 2015 

 

Elmstone Hardwicke 

 

Visitors to the first event of its kind with Lights in the Churchyard arriving for the 

Christingle Service were amazed to see illuminations in and around the Church.  Angels 

were preparing to fly up and down the tower, thanks to a Laser Show.  There were other 

lights all around the churchyard. 

  

 

The Byron gravestones could be seen in a different way.  These stones mark the graves of 

the Rev John Byron, a parish priest here for many years and second cousin to Lord Byron 

the poet.  In the next picture the porch can be spotted lit up.  You had to be cautious when 

exploring, for there were all sorts of colours constantly changing in the darkness of the 

night, not that there were any potholes to be found here.  

 

Meanwhile in the warm there was plenty to look at and admire prior to the Service.    

From the pictures on the next page as you can see there was plenty to spark discussion.  

You might just recognise a few faces. 
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Preparations for the Stable were under way and we even had one six-year-old deciding to 

make his own sketch of Joseph and Mary during the evening.  

  

The Stable was installed with fencing panels kindly loaned by Cheltenham Fencing Supplies.    

By night the Stable was lit by a lamp which changed colours to attract passers-by and it had 

its own star to guide the wise men.  

Ian Richings had been inspired to sleep rough in the Stable on New Year’s Eve, to raise 

awareness of those who have no bed to sleep on.   The cover picture shows he did survive 

the ordeal even though rain at about 3 am gave him a wet foot and after that he found it 

hard to fall asleep again.  This was Ian at 8 am next morning leaning on the gate post.  Ian is 

still collecting for the Church Urban Fund and The Children’s Society, so if you would like 

to donate, please give him a call on 01242 574830. 

We have to thank our Lay Reader, Neil Jones and the team which he led for the inspiration 

and delivery of the whole project over the Advent and Christmas period. 

David Williams  
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The Big Sleep Out in the Stable 

This all started from my going as substitute to the Deanery Synod meeting on 

19 November for my wife. There was a talk by a lady from The Children’s Society 

explaining what the Society does for disadvantaged children in the United Kingdom. During 

the course of her talk we were told how many children run away each year in the UK; 

100,000.  The weekend after the synod meeting I helped Neil Jones erect the Stable outside 

St Mary Magdalene as part of the Advent events. He said at the time it’s a pity that no one 

will be sleeping out in the Stable.  

My wife, Vanessa, was told a few days later that she would be working a night shift at the 

hospital on New Year’s Eve. So I thought that I could do something different to end my 

year. I spoke with Vanessa and said that I had a barmy thought of sleeping out in the Stable 

on New Year’s Eve. She said I was mad. I then spoke to Reverend Liz with mad idea and 

asked her to run it past Canon David. She spoke to me a few days later and said that we 

needed to do a HSE risk assessment, which was duly done. There was then some frenzied 

activity to get something about it into the notices. The following week there was a rush by 

me to get the donation forms prepared and delivered to the churches in time for the 

Sunday services. 

During the following days the immensity of what I had said I was doing started to dawn on 

me. Then it got to the point of no return. I had to get myself prepared for the night out in 

the Stable. The 31st December arrived and the weather in the early afternoon was 

something to be believed, it was pouring with rain but it did clear up. In the evening I 

loaded the car with my equipment which included a large plastic bag, two large radiator 

cardboard boxes and a sleeping bag. I said goodbye to my wife, who was going to work, and 

my daughters who were going out to see in the New Year. 

At the Stable I had plenty of time to contemplate the world and all of the things going on in 

it. Lying there made me realise that it must very hard and difficult for children and adults 

who have no choice in sleeping out rough. I was lucky that I had a roof over my head and 

walls of sorts. It was hard to get into a comfortable position to sleep. I had couple of 

visitors check up on me, Mike Griffiths and Jean Johnson with her husband to get some 

photos. I did manage to get off to sleep but was awoken just after midnight by my wife 

wishing me a Happy New Year. I only slept on and off through the night as the ground was 

not very comfortable.  

The following morning, New Year’s Day, David and Mary Williams came round before the 

finish time of 08.00 to make sure that I had not skived off before time. They brought me a 

welcome cup of hot coffee.  As about 05.00 an easterly wind started so I was no longer in 

the lee of the church and got quite cold in the last few hours.  

Doing something like this made me realise how fortunate we are to have a warm house to 

live in. I certainly won’t be complaining as much about the little things in life in the future. 

I would like to thank Kate, Liz and Gill Wood for putting up with my strange phone calls. 

Also everyone who has made a financial contribution.  The collection will carry on until 

31st January. the money raised will be split equally between the Children’s Society and the 

Church Urban Fund. 

Ian Richings  
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The Royal Opera House’s Eugene Onegin – A Review 

I am reliably informed by my £7 programme that Tchaikovsky wanted Eugene Onegin to be 

“simple and direct in style”, and this is made apparent from the beginning of the opera by 

the omission of an overture. What is disappointing in this production, therefore, is director 

Kasper Holten’s failure to fully grasp the principle of simplicity on which the opera was 

originally based when first performed in 1879. 

The set was simple yet creative, with background digital imagery being used to provide 

fields of wafting wheat and other landscapes, and the foreground being dominated by three 

simple doorways serving as St Petersburg ballrooms or aristocratic country homes – an 

aspect Tchaikovsky would love, as the set is not distracting yet works to aid the telling of 

the tragic love story. Not so “simple and direct”, however, was Holten’s inclusion of 

younger versions of Tatyana and Onegin, along with the older versions of the two main 

lovers. This means that, rather than simply following the lives of the protagonists 

chronologically, we have Tatyana and Onegin looking back in retrospection at their former 

selves. This was quite confusing considering I hadn’t expected it, and left me wondering why 

there were two of the same character on-stage until I realised what was happening some 

minutes in. I can’t imagine what it must have been like for those who had already distorted 

their reason through the consumption of a £250 bottle of Krug Grande Cuvée. Perhaps 

Tchaikovsky himself would have forked out the £250 to drown his sorrows as he watched 

his simple opera being ‘enhanced’ with extraneous and more complex additions. Actually, 

Tchaikovsky would be much more sensible than that – he’d go for the cheapest available 

and incredibly affordable Dom Pérignon 2004 at £200. He’d have even more reason to 

despair during Act II, when scantily-clad maidens perform ballet around Young Onegin for 

some reason or other – a good utilisation of the Royal Opera House’s skill base (they are 

also home to the Royal Ballet), but also rather distracting. This, in my opinion, was the 

greatest transgression of all, as it happened during the Polonaise, my favourite piece from 

the opera, and thus not a time when I wanted distraction. Furthermore, it strikes me that 

the suggestive nature of the dancers (there was plenty of skirt-raising) was simply 

unnecessary – hasn’t Covent Garden learnt from William Tell’s appalling reception earlier 

this year that its audiences aren’t looking for such overtly sexual aspects? 

To end there would be to overlook some incredible aspects of this production. The apt 

costuming reflecting peasant/landowner class divides, as well as chorus and casting, was 

strong. Most impressive was the tenor Michael Fabiano’s performance as Lensky, however a 

special mention must be made of Onegin, baritone Dmitri Hvorostovsky, whose great 

talent refuses to be diminished despite suffering from a brain tumour. Soprano Nicole Car 

was also notably strong as Tatyana, and it takes a high level of pickiness to fault any of the 

singers or the orchestra of the Royal Opera House. One reason to commend Fabiano is his 

ability to play dead. Being a three-part opera converted into a two-part one by Holten, 

Lensky is humorously required to be dead on stage for almost 45 minutes. I wonder if he 

was sleeping?  

Anyway, I digress. In summary, Holten’s Eugene Onegin is a well-performed and enjoyable 

opera, however something has been lost through the adding of complexity to what was a 

simple masterpiece. 

John Hawke 
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MAGIC AT THE REP 

In 1986 our family found ‘magic,’ lots of magic! Firstly an historical Cornish Farm called 

Roscarrock, where the original BBCl Poldark series was filmed, secondly a vacant holiday 

cottage,  adjacent to the farm’s walled garden and thirdly the world of Narnia. 

Each day I took our 3 and 4 year old sons to the garden overlooking the sea and sheltered 

from the North Cornish winds. We nestled down and read the first of CS Lewis’ seven 

books of Narnia, “The Lion The Witch and The Wardrobe”.  Not only was this story new to the 

boys it was also new to me. Incredibly, they were entranced as never before with a story. 

Magic, myth, fairy tales and fantastic stories have been written but none with such inherent 

theological depth and mythical qualities. CS Lewis (Jack) used to write stories by assembling 

pictures that appeared in his mind. From the age of 16 he had a picture in his mind of a faun 

carrying parcels and an umbrella in a snowy forest. Other pictures occurred to him during 

the war years and in 1948 he filled in the gaps, turning them into a continuous story. Having 

had many dreams about lions he got the idea of Aslan and once Aslan was there the story 

came together. 

Thirty years later, I found myself on a coach drawing 

up between the ICC and The Rep in Centenary 

Square Birmingham face to face with a huge poster of 

Aslan. My surprise and delight was infinite. Stepping off 

the coach I walked up to the poster, resolved to book 

seats for our grandchildren at the new production of 

Narnia. Later that day, after listening to Beethoven’s 

Concerto in D minor played by an accomplished 

violinist of the younger generation, Alina Ibragimova, I 

felt as though all my Christmas presents and treats had 

been delivered to me by none other than Father 

Christmas in the story of “The Lion The Witch and The Wardrobe”. 

So how do you create magic in the Theatre in a show such as “The Lion The Witch and 

The Wardrobe”? It comes in two varieties. Firstly, there is the magical atmosphere of a 

fantasy world, the sense of wonder and possibility, the feeling that anything can happen. This 

is the magic of the theatre, which can only happen with an audience who with a few hints can 

allow their imagination to do the rest. Secondly there are magic tricks, amazing illusions in 

which solid objects transform before our very eyes. This is the magic of the conjuror.  

The very idea that you find a new world at the back of a wardrobe is magical. The very 

essence of the story has got magic in it. There is something magical in four normal children 

who save the world and find out something important about themselves. 

The magic and the music of Narnia ‘held’ hundreds of families for two hours. Our two 

granddaughters aged 6 and 4 didn’t laugh when perhaps we expected them to, as the story 

wrapped them up. I was aware of their concentration as they became increasingly absorbed.  

We had seats in front of the music pit and just as the way music is used in films, you are not 

aware of it but all of a sudden Harriet and Olivia were sitting on the edge of their seats, and 

at the very end the children and adults were on their feet cheering--- and that is magic! 

Jean Johnson 

SOURCE: JACK, A Life of C.S Lewis;   George Sayer   
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Looking ahead to Lent  

The Soul Spark initiative during Lent 2014 was well supported, but in recent years there has 

been diminished enthusiasm for formal Lent groups, with a preference for single sessions 

that do not require a regular commitment. 

 

Lent begins this year on 10th February. Following the Easter Planning meeting on 12th 

January, a range of possible options for Lent has been suggested. 

 The usual Bible study groups will continue to meet, and the Swindon Village Tuesday 

Group is open to others.  

 A Quiet day, led by Revd Liz, will be taking place at Glastonbury 14th/15th March. 

There are still spaces available. Those interested should contact Revd Liz. The 

booking deadline is 14th February. 

 Gloucester Cathedral is offering ‘Meditation for Beginners’, an opportunity to explore 

and experience the ancient Christian tradition of meditation, in a 20-minute Lent 

activity on Mondays at 1.05pm in the Lady Chapel, beginning  15th February.  

 In addition “Christianity Explored” will look at the heart of Christian belief and practice 

at 7.30pm on Wednesdays in the Cathedral Chapter House, beginning 17th February. 

 David Runcorn’s new Lent book “Dust and Glory” gives daily readings for individual 

study. Discuss and reflect together at either St Mary de Lode or St Swithun, 

Hempsted. 10.15am Eucharist or simply turn up for coffee at 10.45am with discussion 

11am-12noon. From 2nd March at St Mary de Lode and  9th March at St Swithun’s.  

 For those who would find it useful, the daily prayer resource, “Streams in the Desert” 

will again be available from the Diocese. Morning and Evening Prayer will continue to 

be said daily in the Team at the usual locations. 

 St Lawrence, Swindon Village expect to hold Lent Lunches;  day of the week to be 

confirmed. 

 “Journeying with Jesus” is a new initiative within our own Team and will offer an 

alternative devotional opportunity during Holy Week, in addition to the usual evening 

Eucharists with Stations of the Cross. Further details available closer to the time. 

 

The Education and Nurture Group will be meeting within the next few weeks and a 

‘Suggestions for Lent’ leaflet will be produced, containing the above information and any 

other local or Diocesan Lenten opportunities that come to our attention.  

Deacon Jennifer 
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Forthcoming Events 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S, PRESTBURY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

followed by a talk: 

Stained glass in St Mary’s and elsewhere 

6.30 pm on Thursday, 11 February 2016 
On this occasion, the AGM will be followed by an illustrated talk by Adrian Barlow on 

Stained glass in St Mary’s and elsewhere. Adrian Barlow is president of the English Association 

and was previously Director of Public 

Programmes at Cambridge University. He 

now lives in Cheltenham and writes and 

lectures on architecture, stained glass, 

literature and Venice. A west window in 

St Mary’s is one of the earliest examples of 

the work of Charles Kempe who was also a 

key creator of stained glass windows in 

Gloucester Cathedral. 

Drinks and refreshments will 

accompany the AGM and Adrian 

Barlow’s talk.  

We hope as many friends as possible 

will be able to come.   

 

St. Mary’s Church Window Surprise 

The only window Adrian Barlow knew of in St Mary’s Church is at the west end of the 

north aisle, St Augustine and St Gregory. This is one of the earliest example of Kemp’s 

work.  He was, a famous maker of Stained Glass who later produced a great number of the 

Gloucester cathedral windows,  I invited Adrian to come to look at the rest of our 

windows before he started planning his talk. 

We spent a fascinating hour looking at and discussing them and he was intrigued and 

impressed by many. I have always known the great east window above the Altar is good  

but I didn’t appreciate how good until he started telling me more about it and its maker. 

We have some very special things around us yet take them for granted and don’t look at 

them properly! 

The AGM is always short and there will be the usual drinks and refreshments to enjoy as 

well. Adrian’s talk is fully illustrated with plenty of pictures on our big screen. Please join us. 

Lynda Hodges  
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Prestbury URC Coffee Morning – Sat 6 February 10.30-12.00 

Please join us for our monthly coffee morning on Saturday 6th February from at 10.30 am -

12 noon. As well as the legendary toasted teacakes there are books, cakes and a raffle. All 

are most welcome. 

 

 

Prestbury URC Bric-a-Brac and Coffee Morning – 

 Saturday  5 March at 10.00 

Advance notice for our Spring Bric-a-Brac on Saturday 5th March at 10.00. Donations of 

good quality goods only please are welcomed. 

There will be a cake stall, raffle, books and CD/DVDs as well. Further information is 

available from Sylvia Turfrey on 01242-233970. 

 

 

Quiz Evening 

The ever-popular Quiz Evening, at St Nic's returns on Saturday 12th March. Fun for all the 

family!  Think now about who you will have in your team!  More details next month. 

Janet Ford 

 

 

Revd David Gardiner  

who worked in the North Cheltenham Team from 2008 - 2012, has been appointed as the 

next Chaplain to the Bishop of Gloucester.  His Licensing takes place on Monday 18th April 

2016.  I’m sure some of us who know him and have worked with him would like to attend 

this service; the Cathedral will need to have an idea of numbers, and so, very soon, there 

will be sign-up sheets in each church for those who would like to go to this 

service.  Depending on how many wish to attend we may be able to arrange a coach. More 

details to follow. 

Mary Turner 

 

 

C4 Children’s Choir – next performance on Friday 22nd April 

C4 Children’s Choir start rehearsing ‘The Peace Child’ on Friday 15th January at 6pm. We 

will be performing at the Cheltenham Christian Arts Festival on 22nd April, 7pm in church. 

Get the date in your diaries ! 

Maz Allen 
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The Prestbury Local History Society 

There is an interesting programme in 2016 of talks about our local history.  Most meetings 

are held in the WI Hall in Bouncers Lane at 7.30pm 

 

January 25th The Early Years of Prestbury  Norman Baker  

February 22nd (The AGM) The Prestbury Post  Tony Noel   

April 4th Trouble at Church  Lynda Hodges   

April 25th Our Thatched Heritage  David Jones   

May 23rd The History of St Mary’s Church  Lynda Hodges  

June 27th Village History Walk   

September 26th Archive & Quiz evening   David Jones & Rebecca Sillence  

October 24th Lost & Forgotten: Prestbury's demolished buildings  Michael Cole  

November 28th Pittville  with John Simpson & Steve Blake  

 

This event benefits the LINC charity.  
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Notice of Vestry Meeting and APCM for Prestbury Parish – 

24th April 2016   St Nicolas Church 

The Vestry Meeting, which is the Annual Meeting of Parishioners, begins at 3.30pm on 24 

April at St Nicolas Church.  It is a short meeting to elect Churchwardens: two for St Mary’s 

and two for St Nicolas.  Candidates must be nominated and seconded before the meeting 

begins.  Nomination lists will also be displayed on the notice boards of both churches.  

Anyone who lives within the parish or who is on the church electoral roll may attend and 

vote at this meeting. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows immediately after the Annual Meeting 

of Parishioners, is a chance to come to hear a review and reports of what has taken place 

during the last year, together with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask questions. 

At the meeting, elections to the PCC take place.  Nominations for PCC members will be 

displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the two Sundays prior to the 

meeting.  Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a person who is on the Electoral 

Roll of the parish and they should also be asked if they are willing to stand!  Please may I 

ask all those people who provide reports for the meeting to let me have them as soon as 

possible?    Many thanks. 

Debbie Forbes, PCC Secretary 

 

 

 

Village Fayre 

On Saturday 11th June 2016 Prestbury will be celebrating the 90th 

birthday of Her Majesty the Queen with a Prestbury Village Fayre. The 

Organising Committee has based the event on the very successful 

Jubilee Celebration. 

Events will be centred on The Burgage, The Royal Oak, the Scout 

Field, the Plough Inn and the W.I.Hall, and will include; a Prestbury 

Has Talent Competition, learning Circus Skill, the Music Man, Archery, 

Hog Roast,  Bake Off Challenge and biscuit decoration for children, to 

mention only a few of the exciting attractions. 

The Organising Committee would like to hear from anybody who would be prepared to 

help, particularly on the day. 

If you are interested could you please contact the Parish Clerk, Chris Franklin, on 

01242 575129 or email prestburyparish@btconnect.com. 

Your contribution will be greatly appreciated. 

John Payne 
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February 2016 Calendar 

SUNDAY 7 Sunday next before Lent 

Wed 10 Ash Wednesday 

SUNDAY 14 Lent 1 

SUNDAY 21 Lent 2 

SUNDAY 28 Lent 3 

 

 

February 2016 Diary 

Tue 2 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary's   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  
1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Thu 4 1400 Swindon Village School Year 6 visit St Lawrence 

Sat  6 0900-1400 Diocesan Synod St Nicolas 

Mon 8 1000-1400 Francisan Third Order St Nicolas 

Tue 9 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary's   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

Wed 10 1030 Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes St Mary's   

  
1900 Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes St Lawrence 

  
1930 Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes St Nicolas 

  
1930 Sung Mass and Imposition of Ashes All Saints 

Thu 11 1800 Friends of St Mary's AGM and talk  

by Adrian Barlow St Mary's 

Tue 16 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary's   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  
1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

Wed 17 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

Fri 19 1400 John Mead Art Group St Nicolas 

SUN 21 1430 Rehearsal for Reflective Easter Service St Mary's 

Tue 23 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary's   

  
1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  
1930 Tuesday Group 13 Rivelands Road 

  
1930 Mothers' Union AGM St Nicolas 

Wed 24 1930 Rehearsal for Reflective Easter Service St Nicolas 

SUN 28 1430 Baptism of Felix and Florence Masters St Lawrence 
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From the Registers 

Prestbury 
Baptisms 

  November 8 Jacob Lewis Barker 

 

15 Freddie Jago Johns 

December 6 Rebecca Jane Davies-Orr (adult) 

  

Poppy Rebecca Davies-Orr 

  

Harry Laurie Davies-Orr 

 

20 Samuel David Harley Woodman 

Weddings 

 November 21 Jeremy English and Natalie Walker 

Funerals 

  November 18 Maggie Hardiman 

December 16 David Gill 

 

29 Shirley Henton 

Burials of Ashes 
December 17 David Gill 

Memorial Service 
November 2 Audrey Hayes 

   Elmstone Hardwicke 

Baptisms 
  November 1 Rebecca Leigh Szolga 

   Swindon Village 
Baptisms 

  November 22 Frankie John Charles Homer 

December 20 Shawn Wheatley (adult) 

  

Chanté Rose Wheatley (adult) 

  

Lola Rose Scott 

Weddings 

 November 7 Euan Wilkson and Genna Howells 

Funerals 

  November 11 Joan Case 
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Welcome to Prestbury Library 

Proud to be part of Prestbury 

At Prestbury Library we’re looking 

forward to welcoming new and 

regular customers as 2016 gets 

underway. We’re also delighted 

that the Parish Magazine has invited 

us to share with you each month 

some of the many services we can 

offer. 

 

As well as our regular members of 

staff, we have a fantastic team of 

volunteers who help us in all areas of the library from processing books to offering 

computer advice – even delivering books to housebound customers and maintaining the 

beautiful gardens on the corner of the Burgage.  

We’re open to everyone and, even when we’re closed, many local groups and societies hire 

out the library for their regular meetings or one-off events.  

Keep an eye out each month for more about services and events at Prestbury Library. 

Jo, Karen, Laura and Becky 

    

Getting online at Prestbury – how we can help 

Resources for all to use – now with FREE Wi-Fi! 

If you need computer access, whether for your work or home life, just pop in to use one of 

our four PC terminals, our colour printer or our photocopier; reservations can also be 

made in advance. With free Wi-Fi installed last summer, you can also bring in your own 

laptop or tablet. We’re always here to help with computer queries and the library has free 

access to some subscription sites such as ancestry.co.uk.  

Do you need some extra help with computers or your own gadgets? 

If you’re new to getting online or have just started, our knowledgeable and approachable 

computer buddies are also available every Tuesday between 10 & 12. There is no need to 

make an appointment, just turn up. They can demonstrate on the library computer or bring 

along your own gadget or tablet – maybe that Christmas present you’ve been struggling 

with!  

 

Library Club – conversation and coffee  

Our Library Club runs on the last Tuesday of the month, 10-11.30am. It’s a chance for 

customers to leisurely choose their books and have a chat over coffee and biscuits. We can 

organise transport or just come along and join in.  
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Children and Families – all welcome in our large children’s area 

We love seeing children of all ages from babies and new mums up to juniors and teenagers. 

Let us help you find the next book in a favourite series or the book you need for a 

homework project. Our activities in the school holidays are always popular – in 2015 we’ve 

made all sorts of crafts, played games outside in the gardens and even met real snakes and 

frogs at our Rainforest morning!   

 

Our children’s area has space and books 

for everyone including our resident 

bears. 

Why not come and join one of our 

weekly children’s events? 

 

 

 

Baby Bounce 

Baby Bounce and Rhyme is a fun way for your babies to develop as well as a great way to 

meet new parents. Sessions are held every Friday 2.15-2.45 (term time only), no need to 

book and nothing to pay. 

Toddler Time  

Toddler Time is a free session for pre-school children every Tuesday between 2.15 & 2.45. 

Join us for a fun session with songs, stories and crafts. 

The Digital Library – accessing your account and resources even 
when we’re closed 

Access your account and the library catalogue online at 

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries 

Discover the excellent Library App to manage your account – renew and reserve from 

your smartphone. 

Access FREE online audiobooks, eBooks (OverDrive) and now online magazines (Zinio). 

See library website or ask library staff for assistance. 

Call the Libraries & Information Helpline Customer Contact Centre: 0845 230 5420 

We look forward to seeing you soon. Our opening hours are below for you to cut out and 

keep! 

  
Prestbury Library Opening Hours 

Tuesdays: 10am-1pm & 2pm-7pm 

Thursdays: 9.30am-2pm 

Fridays: 2pm-5pm 

Saturdays: 9.30am-1pm 
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CHURCHYARD WINTER CLEAR-UP – 28th NOVEMBER 2015 

A merry band of volunteers from Celebrate and other regular church goers convened for 3 

hours to clear St Mary’s churchyard of the debris and growth which had accumulated over 

the previous 6 months. 

Under Phil Dodd’s leadership and direction, 13 volunteers including four children, attacked 

various parts of the Churchyard in weather conditions better than forecast. Enid did a 

sterling job in weeding the roses, yew trees and the winter garden. Matt and Shelly Allison, 

with Bethany and Tom, transformed the children’s planting garden and made it ready for 

next season. Andy Buxton (plus grandson Ollie), together with Giles Churchill and Samuel, 

undertook the onerous task of removing leaves from most areas of the churchyard. Ollie 

also proved very adept with the heavy duty secateurs and bin jumping !! David Lyle, with an 

impressive array of specialist tools, destroyed a hazel bush inconveniently sprouting from 

one of the graves, including treatment to preclude its “second coming”. Ken Bradbury used 

more conventional methods in tidying other graves. I made access to the shed far less of “a 

trek through the jungle” by removing overgrown branches, a mass of ivy and 10 beer cans 

(have the grass cutters cured their hay fever through alcohol ?!!).  In this we were 

supported by welcome refreshments provided by Rosie Dodd, which revived us at the half 

way point. 

 

All together 40 or so bags of rubbish were removed to the tip and the contribution by all is 

evidenced by the much improved state of the Churchyard. It is surprising what can be 

achieved in so few hours by so many. Pictures of our efforts are in the collage above. 

Richard Johnson  
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Snippets from the Tower 

In addition to our usual Sunday ringing and Tuesday practices, as well as ringing for 

weddings when the Bride and Groom have requested bells, we have had a few other 

noteworthy things happening in the tower in recent months. 

On 10th October the bells of St Mary’s were used by a visiting band of very experienced 

ringers to ring a peal. Their chosen method was Lessness Surprise Major, they rang 5088 

changes and the peal took 2 hours and 56 minutes to complete. 

We had a band of 12 ringers on 22nd October from the Cheshire area who had asked 

permission to ring our bells. They did what we call “open ringing” ie not a quarter peal or a 

full peal but several lots of shorter pieces of ringing which allows for everyone to ring 

according to their ability and experience.  

On Sunday 6th December a band from the South Gloucestershire area rang a quarter peal 

of Cambridge Surprise Major, they rang from 1245 and the method took 43 minutes to 

complete.  

On New Years Day a band of over 20 people from the Bisley area came to ring in the 

afternoon. This was an “open ringing” session. They visited us as part of a day of ringing, 

they had already been to Bishops Cleeve and Woolstone, and after ringing at St Mary’s they 

were off to ring at Badgeworth. Each ringer had a turn during their 1 hour stay. 

On Saturday 21st November St Mary’s played host to the AGM of the Cheltenham Branch 

of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Association of Church Bellringers. Each 6 and 8 bell 

tower in the Cheltenham area takes it in turns to host the AGM. Our turn was actually last 

year but we had to cancel as a result of the collapse of the ceiling in the Church. 

Leckhampton kindly stepped in at short notice last year. The AGM nearly always follows 

the same format, there is ringing from 1500 until 1630 followed by a service in Church. This 

is followed by tea and this is in turn followed by the meeting. The Revd Howard Nichols, 

who is also one of our ringers, conducted the service. The organ was played by the 

husband of our deputy tower captain (Paul husband of Sarah Collacott). Our ringers 

provided a delicious and varied tea (ringers are well known for liking a good tea at AGMs!). 

We made a profit from the tea of £58 which we gave to the Church for the use of its 

facilities. The meeting was held in Church. There were over 30 members present. 

We look forward to 2016 and continuing to ring out across the parish. It is always lovely to 

chat to people and to be told how much they appreciate hearing the bells, as lots of people 

do. It’s good to know that people notice what we are doing.  

Jenni Scruton 
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Bible Reading Fellowship Daily Notes 2016-2017 

A very Happy New Year to everyone! Does your New Year resolution include spending 

more time getting to know your Bible? If so, perhaps you would like to try the BRF daily 

Bible reading notes which can introduce us to some unfamiliar passages as well as provoke 

thought about the more well-known readings. The three new members of our congregation 

who started a subscription last year have found the notes very useful. 

The time for renewal of subscriptions is approaching. There has been a small price increase, 

but we pay no postage charge when ordering all our books as a group. Currently our order 

is for 28 books, and I would be very pleased to hear from any member of our Team 

congregations who would like to join the scheme and place an order with the group. If 

there are any changes or cancellations please let me know as soon as possible as our order 

should be submitted before 11th February 2016. 

The available titles are as follows:  

New Daylight  £4.35 per copy 

New Daylight Large Print  £5.60 

Guidelines  £4.35 

Day by Day with God   £4.35 

Quiet Spaces    £4.35 

Get Messy   £4.35 

Upper Room   £4.35 

 

I have samples of most of these if you would like to borrow them. 

All books are issued three times a year and the subscription is paid for the whole year in 

advance, for the period May 2016 – April 2017. However, the order can be cancelled 

during the year and a refund obtained if necessary. 

Please let me know if you wish to change your order, or start a new one. For further 

information please contact Wendy Price.  Thank you    

Wendy Price 

 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 

What a pleasure to share Daphne and Allan 

Philpott’s special day at St Nic’s on Sunday 3 

January.     It was lovely to join with all their 

family to celebrate their Blessing and we 

toasted them with bubbly and delicious canapés 

after the service.  

Marilyn Powell  
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St Nicolas Patronal Eve 

We had a very pleasant evening at St Nic’s on Saturday 5 December.   ‘Bags of Brass’ ..and 

bags of lovely calorific puddings were enjoyed by all.  The band gave us a quiz to work on 

while they played beautifully ....which tested our brain power and livened up our appetites.  

Super fun evening ….thanks to all who organized and helped.   

Marilyn Powell 

  

 

Picture by Brian Wood 

 

 

 

Sheep Auction – Thank You ! 

Congratulations to all who took part in the Sheep Auction and who helped raise £193 to 

buy 19 sheep for families in Ethiopia. Well done to the knitters & a ‘thank you’ to all the 

local shops and establishments that hosted a sheep and to the schools and the Pharmacy 

who gave out entry forms. 

Prestbury URC 

 

Open Door at Christmas 

We had a full church for our Carols by Candlelight and thanks to the generosity of the 

congregation we gave £273 to the Open Door project. 

Prestbury URC 
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An Evening of Fun with Professor Collywobbles  

Saturday 16 January 2016  in  St Nicolas Hall 

In aid of the extension of the St Nicolas Hall an evening with a seaside theme was organised 

by Pat & Peter Attwood.  There was entertainment from dancers of the Helen Gill School 

of Dancing,  Karen Evans from St Lawrence with her ukulele,  community singing led by 

Jerry Spence.  The highlight of the evening was a presentation by Phillip Collins aka 

Professor Collywobbles.  He talked about the history of Punch and Judy in Britain with 

plenty of participation from the audience.  He finished with a show.  We all felt sorry for 

the baby who was turned into sausages.  The policeman didn’t fare much better.  Good 

triumphed over evil when the Devil was banished.    All in all a brilliant evening of fun which 

raised about £900 for the Hall Development Fund. 

Brian Wood  
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Marle Hill WI 

It was panic stations on the morning of our December meeting as the intended speaker 

phoned to say she was ill.  However, the problem was solved when Matthew Sproston said 

he was free to come with his banjo-ukulele. 

Gwen was to have her 90th Birthday on Christmas Eve and so we sang ‘Happy Birthday’ 

with a ukulele accompaniment and she cut the beautiful cake that Eileen had made and 

decorated.  It was agreed that the Group Fashion Show had been a success, with members 

purchasing some of the outfits.  The demonstration and lunch at the Montpellier Chapter 

was a success as was the Christmas Lunch at the Farmers Arms.  Members were thanked 

for their contributions towards decorating the tree for the Festival at St Lawrence Church. 

At our first meeting of 2016 Bob Skelt gave a very interesting talk on the People of 

Bletchley Park and the history of the house.  Churchill called the workers there ‘the geese 

that laid the golden egg but never cackle’.  It seems amazing that so much activity, so many 

people of all walks working there and so much was going on but they were still able to keep 

the purpose of it secret. 

We heard news that Betty was making good progress and was now in Tewkesbury 

Hospital, we hope to see her home soon.  Carolyn, the administrator at the County Office, 

is retiring at Easter.  She will be much missed as she knows everyone and everything going 

on in the County and is a great one for sorting out problems.  Members enjoyed 

celebration parties at Bishops Cleeve, Woodmancote and the newly formed WI called 

‘Making, Baking and Shaking’.  They communicate a lot via Facebook and have a membership 

of over 100 of all ages but primarily young mums,  reflecting the modern age WI. 

Looking to the future we have Angela to join in the County Pancake Race in Gloucester, a 

lunch at the Star Centre at Ullenwood, the County Skittles Tournament and some social 

skittles evenings.  Plus the Book Club, the Craft Club, coffee mornings and afternoon teas 

to boost our funds and several outings and theatre visits are being arranged.  This year ’s 

programme is filling up fast! 

At our meeting on 1st February Stephen Rowley is to tell us of The Mummers of 

Gloucestershire.  We meet at 7.30pm at St Nicolas Community Hall in Swindon Lane and 

are always pleased to welcome visitors. 

Sara Jefferies. 

Prestbury WI 

On Monday 8th February Janet Payne, who has taught deaf children for 35 years, will be 

visiting us to give a talk entitled “Talking Hands” about signs and finger spelling from the 

British Sign Language.  Please do join us for what promises to be a fascinating evening.  

Visitors and new members are always welcome at our WI meetings, which are held on the 

second Monday of each month at 7.15pm at the WI Hall on Prestbury Road.  

For further information on WI activities please contact Sally on 01242 523558 or visit 

www.prestburygloswi.btck.co.uk 

Hilary Brick  
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club  

I’m writing this in mid-January, so by the time you read this we will have had our AGM and 

(hopefully) have a full committee  for 2016; which reminds me, 

I really must get back to the Treasurer’s Report for 2015, but I’m 

so easily distracted by seed catalogues at this time of year. 

Our next meeting is on 22 February. Rosemary Stammers will be 

presenting her flower arranging demonstration ‘Sweet 

Inspirations’, her arrangements will be raffled after tea/coffee and 

biscuits. You can also rejoin/join the Club, if you didn’t make it to 

the AGM, and browse the sales table for flower arranging 

associated goodies and books. Membership is £35.00 for the year, plus £1.00 subscription 

on the door. Visitors are always most welcome (£6.00 on the door, £7.00 

for the Christmas meeting).  Once again we have managed to keep our 

membership and visitor costs the same as last year, without reducing the 

quality of the biscuits. 

One change you may have noticed - the Club website has been retired.  

As so many of the demonstrators request that we do not publish 

photographs showing their demonstrations, it seemed an unnecessary 

expense…In future we will be using a Facebook page to keep members and visitors up-to-

date with Club events etc. You do not need to have a Facebook account to look at our 

Facebook page, just type this web address into your web browser: 

https://www.facebook.com/Prestbury-Flower-Arranging-Club-140193152756014/ 

You can then save the page to your web browser bookmarks so you don’t have to type all 

that in every time!  

Our club meets at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane, usually on the fourth Monday of the 

month; doors open at 7.00 pm, the demonstration starting at 7.30 pm. Visitors are most 

welcome, £6 payable at the door.  

If you would like more information about the club, please ring Esther on 01242 515478 or 

Shirley on 01242 234472. 

Penny Kennard 

 

Mothering Sunday at St Mary’s - 6th March 2015 

Another year swiftly passes and we will soon be celebrating Mothering Sunday once more. 

Our congregation has always given so much for Mothering Sunday and we would like to ask 

for your continued valued support in donating posies for our Sunday services. 

All posies can be delivered to St Mary’s on the morning of Saturday, 5th March, where you 

can place them in water buckets by the font. 

For those who have never been involved before but would like to take part, and for further 

information, please contact Becky Evans. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who help our mums to share the joys of Mothering Sunday. 

Becky Marks  
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 
   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
 1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
 2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary’s 
 Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary’s 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer  (excluding Bank Holidays) 

   09.30 Eucharist  (excluding Bank Holidays) 
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily  17.00 Evening Prayer  (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
  18.30 Choral Evensong  
 Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty 
   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd Sunday 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong  
  3rd & 4th  09.15 Holy Communion 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 
  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 

  5th Sunday 10.30 Holy Communion 
           or 18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 

      host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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Tell the next generation! 
 

O God, you have taught me since I was young,  

and to this day I tell of your wonderful works.   

Forsake me not, O God, when I am old and grey-headed,  

till I make known your deeds to the next generation  

and your power to all that are to come.   

Psalm 71:17-18 (Common Worship) 
 

Jesus encouraged children to come to him and rebuked his disciples for trying to turn them 

away.  Many churches today are struggling to attract children to attend regularly.  

Nowadays children are unlikely to come without their parents, partly because the parents 

feel they are not old enough to be out alone, and partly because the churches feel 

uncomfortable with unaccompanied children because of safety issues. 

So we have to find ways not only of attracting children but also of maintaining their parents’ 

interest.  But what are we trying to interest them in?  Or attract them to?  Is it a particular 

style of church service, or is it deeper than that?  Jesus encouraged the children to come to 

him.  Is this what we are offering – the opportunity to come into our churches and meet 

Jesus?  And if people cannot come to us, do we take Jesus out to where they are?  

Certainly we have in our congregations several people who volunteer to go into our 

schools with the Open the Book scheme, telling and acting bible stories for the children.  

But with all this emphasis on children and young people, where do the ‘older’ members of 

our congregations fit in?   

At the beginning of February the church celebrates Candlemas, when we remember the 

coming together of a young baby, with his parents, and two elderly people (Luke 2:25-38).  

Mary and Joseph have combined two ceremonies into this one temple visit:  the purification 

of a woman after childbirth and the redemption or ‘buying back’ of a first-born child.  Many 

women came to the temple and many first-time parents brought their new babies.  For 

Anna and Simeon this was part of normal everyday life in the temple.  However, this time 

both sensed that something was different. 

Anna, eighty-four years old and long since widowed, spent her days and nights serving God 

in the temple, with prayer and fasting.  Simeon’s age is not mentioned, but we assume from 

context that he has lived a long life, and is ready to go, but for one thing – he has been 

promised that he will see the Lord’s ‘Anointed One’, that is the Messiah or Christ.  On this 

day Simeon comes into the temple and sees Jesus.  He takes the baby in his arms, identifies 

him as God’s salvation for all people, and praises God.  Anna also praises God, giving thanks 

for Jesus, and then talks about him to people. 

Which brings me to the verses from Psalm 71 quoted at the top of this page.  What an 

important job we ‘older’ people have (I may not feel old, but I am definitely grey-headed!) – 

to tell of God’s deeds and to talk about Jesus, to tell the next generation and the one after 

that as well.   

Frances Murton 
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Prestbury Parish Magazine is published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is the Sunday 2 weeks before this. 

Please see Editorial Team Page (page 2) 

Copy should be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

c/o Maidenham, Mill Street, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 3BG 

or by email to magazine@prestbury.net  

  



 

 
 


