
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

Parish Directory 

    

Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk 01242 244373   

St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 
The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am 
(except Holy Saturday, the day after Good Friday) 

in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury,  GL50 4PA 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 

the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933 

continued inside back cover 
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The Parable of the Bridge Builder 

Once upon a time, there were two brothers. Their father had a large farm and when he 

became too old to work, he called his sons to him. "I am too old to work anymore," he 

said. "I will divide my farm in half and give each of you one half. I know that you will always 

work together and will be good friends." 

When the brothers first started farming on their adjoining farms, they were the best of 

friends and would share everything together. Then, one day there was an argument 

between the two brothers and they stopped speaking to one another. For many years, not 

a word was spoken between them. 

One day, one of the brothers was at his house when a 

carpenter came to his door and said, “I would like to do 

some work. Do you have any work that I can do?” The 

brother thought for a moment and then replied, “I would 

like for you to build a fence on my property. Build it 

down near the stream there that separates my farm from 

my brother’s. I don’t want to see my brother anymore 

and I would like you to build a high fence there please. 

I’m going into town and I’ll be back this evening. 

When he came back that evening, he was shocked to see that the carpenter had not 

followed his instructions. Instead of building a high fence there, he had built a bridge over 

the stream. The man walked down to take a look at the bridge, and as he did so, his 

brother walked toward him from the other side. His brother said, “After all the terrible 

things I’ve done to you over the years, I can't believe that you would build a bridge and 

welcome me back.” He reached out to his brother and gave him a big hug. 

The brother then walked back up to his farmhouse to talk to the carpenter. “Can you 

stay?” he asked. “I have more work for you to do.” The carpenter answered, “I’m sorry but 

I can’t stay. I have to go, for I have many other bridges to build.” 

Sometimes you and I have a disagreement with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ. When that happens, we 

often build a fence between ourselves and them. We 

stop talking to them. We don't want to see them. We 

don't want to be around them. That isn't what Jesus 

wants us to do. Instead of fences, he wants us to build 

a bridge of love between us.  

There is still time for us to build bridges where they 

are needed as we prepare to enter into the joy of new life in the Resurrection of Jesus at 

Easter. Let us make the most of the opportunities we are given with love and prayers. 

Fr Stephen 
Author unknown. Adapted from various sources on the Internet. 

 

Cover Photograph: 

The ‘old’ suspension bridge over the River Severn at Chepstow 

by John Powell  
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Editorial Team Page 

I am delighted that the theme of BRIDGES for this March Issue has attracted several new 

contributors in addition to our wonderful array of regular ones.  On page 1 Fr Stephen sets 

the scene with a powerful story and message which certainly pricked my conscience as he 

explored the two meanings of the word ‘bridge’.  Within these pages you will find articles 

examining bridges ancient and modern from N America to Budapest, Simon and Garfunkel’s 

Bridge Over Troubled Water… and a few surprises!  Not least Tudor Williams 

photographs on page 22 of men prospecting at Beachley near Chepstow in the 1940’s, with 

a view to building a bridge across the Severn.  The very same evocative suspension bridge 

as pictured on our front cover! 

On page 4 Tim Winder and Philip Gray record an historical Choral Compline and 

Benediction by candlelight at All Saints on 31st January.  Six days later Lynda Hodges 

attended the Diocesan Synod.  Her record, on page 34, highlights ‘the way forward’ and 

emphasises the importance of communities.  It is therefore somewhat ironic that we say 

farewell to the author of our page ‘Community Matters’.  Maggie Morris has provided us 

with detailed information for some 18 months and her contribution this month on page 24 

will speak to each and every reader.  On behalf of the Magazine, thank you Maggie. 

Please note that it is with regret that we have had to raise our cover cost from 60p to 

£1.00.  This is due to increased production costs, specifically, the cost of colour print.  It is 

also our first price increase for over 3 years. 

We have a first!   A poem kindly written for our Magazine to publish for Easter.   

Thank you, Judi. 

Jean Johnson 

Easter Bells 

Let the Easter bells ring 

Let the Easter songs be sung 

Let the Easter people bring 

Their praises to the King. 
 

Let our Easter hearts be wise 

To the truth of Eastertide 

Let the King open our eyes 

To the reason why he died. 
 

Let the Easter songs be sung 

About his Easter sacrifice 

As on the wooden cross he hung 

Death now conquered, life was won. 
 

 

 

Let the Easter people bring 

New thanks and prayers and songs 

Let the earth with angels sing 

Their praises to the King. 
 

Ring the Easter bells at dawn 

Silence the night, ring in the light 

The time of joy and peace has come 

The Temple open, the curtain torn. 
 

Let the Easter bells ring 

Let the Easter songs be sung 

Let the Easter people bring 

Their praises to the King. 

Judi Marsh          

_________________________________________________________ 

April / May Magazine Deadline:    Sunday 13 March 2016 

   Future Themes:  April / May Poems and Poetry  

       June  Mountains   
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Bridges - real and over troubled water 

I’ve always loved bridges from the time I made little ‘pretend’ bridges with bits of stick in 

puddles to now when I pause to admire modern suspension bridges over the Severn and 

other great rivers. 

I think of the bridges, some small and some gigantic, that have figured in my life.  When I 

lived in Bristol, Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s tremendous creation across the Avon Gorge 

was, and remains, impressive, especially viewing it from high above the gorge.  Later there 

were the suspension bridge crossings of the river Severn to admire, and many other 

engineering achievements.  One small, simple bridge I’ll always remember is one over a 

trout stream in Hampshire where, as youngsters, we looked over the safety rail to pick out 

in the gently swirling translucent water as many young trout and other fish as we could.  I 

remember we also played the ‘Pooh sticks’ game, where you put sticks in the water on one 

side of the bridge and then raced to see which appeared first on the downstream side.  

You’ll have gathered that for me bridges are always worth looking at.  On my visits to the 

Lake District I enjoyed walking many interesting canal footpaths when I pictured the patient 

old horses as they pulled the barges through the water.  Having tried my hand at painting 

some of these canal bridges I was struck by the similarities in the way the bridges were 

made even on different canals.  Perhaps they were available as a prefabricated kit? Painting 

and drawing teaches you to really look. 

When I was growing up I developed a love for history which has never left me.  I remember 

some of the stirring poems that we were encouraged to enjoy.  There was “The Charge of 

the Light Brigade”, and “How Horatius kept the Bridge”, where Lord Macaulay wrote an 

exciting poetical account of a Roman legend of the bravery of three veterans who defended 

a bridge on the River Tiber.   

I used to like Simon and Garfunkel’s songs and many of you will remember: 

When you’re weary, feelin’ small 

When tears are in your eyes, I’ll dry them all. 

I’m on your side, Oh, when times get rough 

And friends just can’t be found. 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down. 

When you’re down and out, when you’re on the street, 

When evening falls, so hard, I will comfort you. 

I’ll take your part, Oh, when darkness comes 

And pain is all around 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down. 

Like a bridge over troubled water 

I will lay me down. 

What a lovely description of what it means to love someone.  Being ‘a bridge over troubled 

water’ is a wonderful way of showing your love for them, isn’t it? 

Ralph Griffin 
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How many Bishops Does it Take...  

At least Two, and our Goodwill as Well. 

Candlemas evening (Jan 31st), saw two Bishops joining the congregation of All Saints and 

their friends from across the North Cheltenham Team, the Deanery and from even further 

afield; for Choral Compline and Benediction by candlelight. Bishop Rachel arrived early, 

with her own torch (you need something like this when visiting remote rural churches in 

the Cotswolds she explained; very unlike my time visiting London churches). Bishop 

Jonathan arrived later, having spent most of the last few days in the Exeter Diocese. That is 

the problem if you are a ‘flying Bishop’ you end up flying up and down the motorway to get 

to your next appointment. 

During the service Bishop Rachel took great pleasure in inaugurating Bishop Jonathan’s 

ministry of sacramental and pastoral oversight in the All Saints parish, whilst clearly stating 

her wish to continue to support and work together with us in supporting Catholic practice 

within the Church of England and within the Diocese of Gloucester. As Churchwarden, I 

can testify to Rachel’s commitment to enabling us and all traditional Catholic Anglicans to 

flourish in the future. Her response to our Theological Declaration (that as a Parish we are 

unable to accept the new teaching on Orders promoted by the Church of England, but wish 

to maintain the traditional understanding of Orders held by the united church of the first 

five centuries); has been open, friendly and generous, whilst the provision she has enacted 

for us should be seen as a model of good practice for the Church of England as a whole. 

Bishop Rachel’s approach and generosity have already convinced many traditional Catholics 

that the sad days of hostility and division are behind us, and that we can now all travel 

forward united as fellow pilgrims of our Lord and Master, Christ. 

Bishop Jonathan shared with us a short address, which was very suitable for the occasion, 

and provided us with much to think about as we turn our face away from Christmas and 

towards Easter. The text of the address is available in the All Saints Magazine for you to re-

read and reflect on. 

The choir must be congratulated for all that they contributed to our service. People less 

familiar with All Saints have spoken of an amazing sense of spiritual depth, mystery and 

uplifting - a sense that something very special was taking place that evening: an encounter 

with the living Christ in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 

As Wardens, we would like to thank all those who helped to prepare both the church, and 

everything necessary for the evening at what was quite short notice. Our thanks also go to 

Fr David and Fr Stephen for leading our worship, and for all the work they have done to 

bring this new and exciting prospect for the Parish about. 

Yet as both Bishops agreed, the hard work now starts as we begin the task of modelling 

something of value to our Team, Diocese and the Church of England as a whole. Bishop 

Rachel is clear that this is not some short lived experiment, but a long time journey which 

hopefully will bring new life to our Church, both locally and nationally, as we learn to live 

with our differences, whilst encouraging all to flourish and enrich the life of the Church of 

England. 

The old resolutions led to worshipping communities separating themselves off from their 

fellow Anglicans. The new resolution allows us, in fact demands that we work together 
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wherever possible. The details of what this means may not be totally clear, but must be 

worked out over time, through honest discussion and acts of goodwill, where all are equally 

valued. One expression of this is All Saints desires to welcome the ministry of male priests 

who have been ordained by a male Bishop, yet who do not fully share our theological 

conviction, and also to welcome Revd Liz and Revd Angela’s contribution to ministry, as 

appropriate in accordance with our declaration. The All Saints Wardens have been charged 

by Bishops Rachel and Jonathan to ensure we model something good for the whole church 

– what that something is depends on us all in the Team, working together as fellow pilgrims 

of our Lord and Master. If we believe separating ourselves from those who do not share 

our views is acceptable, we must be clear we impair our fellowship with our Bishops, and 

fall short in our discipleship, and need to reflect and seek forgiveness and healing. 

Tim Winder 

Churchwarden AS 

& Ebbsfleet Lay Council Chairman 

Philip Gray 

Churchwarden AS 

 

Picture by Philip Gray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Rachel, Canon David, Archdeacon Robert, Bishop Jonathan 
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The view from the bridge 

A bridge is much more than a structure linking two areas divided by an obstacle.  A bridge 

is an idea, a dream, a vision, in physical form.  Bridges are all about possibilities and 

potential.  They span the imagination, hovering over our conceptions of what it means to 

link people, places, or ideals.  Bridges overcome obstacles that create divisions between 

people and as social animals we humans do not like division or separation.  Our language 

illustrates the significance that bridges have for us, both materially and symbolically.  We 

talk about ‘building bridges’ between people or organisations; about ‘bridging a divide’ 

between cultural or philosophical differences.  We use the terminology of bridges in many 

ways, for example: ‘cross that bridge when we come to it’ tells us not to worry too much 

now about a future decision; ‘a lot of water has flowed under the bridge’ is used to indicate 

sufficient passing of time and events that will enable us to re-connect to someone; and, 

when we ‘burn all our bridges’ we cut ourselves off from someone, or make an irreversible 

decision.   

 

Bridges are evocative structures, giving the impression of strength, permanence, and solidity 

that will last for a long time, which is why we are so affected when bridges are destroyed by 

natural disaster, or war, or need to be replaced through the weakness of age, often leaving 

a deep sense of loss.  Bridges need to be strong to withstand floods, currents and storms. 

They need to stand for a long time, and we invest a lot of resources in their construction.  

Over time they become part of the cultural landscape or cityscape, often iconic symbols 

that illustrate the character of a place, and the people who would build such a structure.  

Examples abound: the Brooklyn Bridge is evocative of the bright lights and life of New York 

City; the Golden Gate, often shrouded in mist, is linked in our minds with the gentle nature 

of San Francisco; Tower Bridge is unmistakably London; the Charles Bridge with its statues 

and cobblestones is part of the architectural heritage of Prague; and there are many others. 

 

Bridges imply a crossing over from one side to another, a way of getting a different 

perspective on the world.  London, for example looks very different depending which side 

of the river you are on.  In Hungary the Széchenyi lánchíd (Chain Bridge) was the first over 

the Danube River to link Buda with Pest, creating a whole city but one made up of two 

distinct parts.  In Bosnia, the old bridge at Mostar linked different cultures together: 

Muslims, Jews, Catholics, and Orthodox Christians, who lived in harmony for hundreds of 

years.  Built by the Ottomans in the 1566, it was felt to be one of the finest pieces of 

Islamic architecture in the whole of south-eastern Europe.  It was deliberately destroyed in 

1993, an act of ‘cultural vandalism’ by Croat forces during the civil war following the break-

up of Yugoslavia.  But the cultural significance of the bridge was so great that an exact 

replica was reconstructed after the war in 2004.   
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Closer to home – we have magnificent bridges in Gloucestershire and surrounding 

counties.  The two suspension bridges over the Severn estuary, with some of the highest 

tidal ranges in the world, connect England to Wales, and further upstream there is a string 

of older bridges spanning the river after it has narrowed (such as Telford’s bridges at 

Gloucester and Tewkesbury).  Bridges don’t have to be large and magnificent to elicit 

enjoyment or excite the senses. Eckington Bridge to the north of Cheltenham, for example, 

six arches of sandstone built over the placid waters of the Avon in the early 18th century, is 

one to admire on a warm summer evening when the setting sun turns the stone a flaming 

golden-red.  The Biblins footbridge over the River Wye in the Forest of Dean is another 

that should be experienced. Originally designed and constructed in 1957 it is a small 

suspension bridge that oscillates with a frequency close to walking pace, making it both 

slightly unnerving and fun to cross.  It is always exciting to cross a bridge, to stop in the 

middle and look down, to explore the viewpoint, to look at both sides from this different 

perspective, and to consider where the crossing might take us.  For children even the 

smallest foot bridge over a stream can offer scope for imagination and adventure.  

 

Bridges are crossing points, enabling us to overcome barriers and gain access to ‘the other 

side’, but may require huge effort and bravery.  In battles bridges, whether fictional or real, 

become focal points of attention, to be defended or captured, destroyed or held ‘at all 

costs’.   The Pegasus Bridge in France, for example, had to be captured and held during the 

D-Day invasions.  The Bridge of Khazad-dûm, where Gandalf faced the Balrog, was broken 

so that his friends could escape from the mines of Moria (in the Lord of the Rings).   

 

In our daily life we find ourselves needing to cross bridges on a regular basis.  Sometimes 

these are physical, more often metaphorical when we need to make the effort to reach out 

to others: those whom we don’t understand, those who have a different perspective on life, 

or those whom we have cut off as a result of disagreement, or some real or imagined slight.  

We all need to be bridge builders throughout our lives.  Building a bridge needs an 

investment of time and (sometimes emotional) resources.  Crossing a bridge can take 

courage.  We don’t always know what the outcome will be - how we will be received on 

the other side - and more worryingly - how that new perspective on life might change our 

inner selves.   

John Powell 
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East River, New York 
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Eckington Bridge, River Avon 
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BRIDGES 

One day a group of about 4 or 5 of us were playing French Cricket when a squabble 

developed about who was to bat next.  I was a pip squeak of about seven or eight years 

when out of nowhere this elderly lady of about 45 years came over to me and grabbed me 

by my hair.  She lowered herself to my level so our noses were almost touching, looked me 

in the eyes and said in a commanding voice ‘Why don’t you learn to build bridges?’ About 

10 years later it suddenly dawned on me what she meant.  It was perhaps rather an adult 

comment to make to someone of my age. 

Hang on though, I have misinterpreted the meaning of the word ‘Bridge’.  The editorial 

committee had in mind the structure known as a ‘Bridge’, I think, a means of getting from 

one place to another in order to overcome an impediment or obstruction en route. 

Early man didn’t have to worry about such matters as coefficients of expansion or the 

ductility of a particular steel specification, oh no, he simply threw a few stones or timber 

into the water and waded across to the other side.  If the river was in flood he just stayed 

put in his cave. 

We were camping out in the countryside, we being our local Scout troop.  We were set a 

task or challenge to construct a bridge over the stream which ran through the field.  Can 

you imagine it? Fifteen or so would be bridge engineers !!! It was chaos.  At least no 

calculations of loadings were involved.  A collection of wood branches and some planks, 

some nails, which Scouts always carry in their bags, and in no time we were running on to 

our bridge.   

 

Bridges as a subject can be a difficult one.  How can one make it an interesting subject? In 

ancient times, local material was pressed into use whether it be stones, timber or anything 

which was readily to hand and with rudimentary theoretical knowledge a means was 

produced which enabled the river, stream or whatever to be traversed. 

To wind the clock forward to more recent times we are talking about heavier and faster 

traffic.  We think of Thomas Telford as an example.  We can view one of his bridges locally, 

just west of Gloucester.  Until the 1970’s it carried the A40 trunk road over the river.  A 

splendid example of a single-span design.   

I marvel at such structures as the Forth Railway Bridge or the suspension bridge spanning 

the Humber at Hull which is over 7,200 feet in length.  Just imagine all the work that is 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0LEVvqBRL5WoQcAtb0PxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByMjB0aG5zBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDBHNlYwNzYw--?p=humber+bridge&back=https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=humber+bridge&type=aff_0_we_ie&param1=20150712&param2=be6f241e-e628-421b-869c-a00a34645c4d&param3=weather_xp_0.0.0.5~GB~&param4=pd_gs_weather_gb_weather~internetexplorer&hsimp=yhs-adk_sbnt&hspart=adk&ei=UTF-8&no=1&fr=&fr=yhs-adk-adk_sbnt&h=123&w=186&imgurl=www.photoanswers.co.uk/upload/3453/images/humber-bridge-3.jpg&rurl=http://www.photoanswers.co.uk/Facilities-Landing/Search-Results/England/East-Yorkshire/Humber-Bridge/&size=70KB&name=Humber+Bridge+|+Photo+Answers&tt=Humber+Bridge+|+Photo+Answers&sigr=135i1u8d2&sigi=11tku8i55&sigb=17s1oh6ec&sign=10t3858hk&sigt=10t3858hk&hspart=adk&hsimp=yhs-adk_sbnt
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entailed in planning such a structure.  It has to be supported on something known as bed 

rock, which is solid and will with stand immense pressure and weight.  It is frequently 

necessary to dig down deep in to the earth to locate the bed rock which will support the 

weights imposed by the bridge. 

Design engineers have access to strength of materials, stresses and strains, modulus of 

rigidity of materials and imagine the dynamic loadings.  I could go on but it will bore our 

reader.  Anyway, if a mistake has been made, you will soon find out.  

Remember learning about the Tay Bridge disaster in 1879? ...  say no 

more.   

The thought of the responsibility of working on the design of a 

bridge is frightening … Oh … I have just realised, when we were 

building that bridge in the Scout field all those years ago, we forgot 

to make allowances for the weight of our overloaded trek cart.  

Oh heck. 

Nigel Woodcock 

 

 

 

 

 

This man will turn his hand to just anything !     

Multi-skilled...multi-talented. 

Marilyn Powell                                         

 

 

 

 

Prestbury URC Appeals 

As you know, the Revd Maz Allen of Prestbury URC travels to Kenya to support a school 

and village in Embu. This year she is collecting unwanted wedding dresses to help some 

ladies set up a business to hire out dresses for that special occasion. If you have a dress you 

no longer need and would like to pass it on, please contact Maz on maz@urcic.org.uk or on 

01242 238273. 

We also support women’s refuges in Stroud and Derby. If you have any toiletries that you 

will not use (all that bubble bath from Great-Auntie Mabel at Christmas!) or have tried 

once and dislike, then please don’t just throw it away but help these women and children 

who can arrive with literally nothing but the clothes they are wearing. If you come to our 

coffee mornings or toddler group the collection box is in the vestibule. New towels and 

bedding are also most welcome.  Please contact Lynne Ricketts on 01242-571200 for 

more information and to arrange collection if necessary. 
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The Last Runaway and North American Covered Bridges 

This article recommends a thoroughly good read together with some facts on covered 

bridges.  

Recently the Book Group I belong to, which meets in the URC, read Tracey Chevalier’s 

‘The Last Runaway’, set in Ohio in the 1850’s. Many of you will recall her renowned book, 

‘The Girl with The Pearl Earring’.  

The Last Runaway is well researched with its focus on fugitive slaves and their 

‘underground railroad’, the network for helping slaves en route to Canada. The two major 

themes are slavery and the resistance movement of Quakers. The latter is underpinned 

with Chevalier’s own journey through quilting, which is echoed in that of her heroine of the 

story, Honor. 

Honor, newly arrived in Hudson from Bridport in Dorset is travelling by horse drawn 

coach from Hudson to Wellington when only an hour into the journey they descend into a 

shallow valley to a bridge crossing a river. Rumbling across the bridge she stares above her, 

as the straight wooden bridge has a roof! It was explained to her that this covered bridge 

keeps snow off and prevents the bridge from freezing. She had not thought that something 

in America as fundamental as a bridge would be quite so different from the Dorset stone 

humped bridges of her childhood. 

My own experience in New 

England, some 160 years later 

was not dissimilar to that of 

Honor’s. Our motorised coach 

carefully negotiated a steep 

narrow track down to a slow 

flowing shallow river, bordered 

by beautiful old oak trees 

resplendent in their autumn 

colours, revealing a magnificent 

covered bridge.  Unlike Honor’s 

journey, we crossed the bridge 

on foot. 

Uncovered wooden bridges 

have a life span of merely 10-15 years due to the effects of rain, snow and sun. So what is a 

covered bridge? It is a timber truss bridge with a roof and siding which in most bridges 

creates an almost complete enclosure. These engineering feats/icons of New England 

attract artists and sight seers from all over the world. 125 of these historic bridges remain 

in Ohio, many of which are still in use. 

Their romantic architecture has complemented the New England landscapes and stunning 

scenery for over 150 years, they are the workhorses of daily life and travel… and as for the 

book! It subtly poses ethical conundrums, compelling characters with swift pacing. 

Jean Johnson 
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Mothering Sunday at St Mary's - 6th March 2016 

Another year swiftly passes and we will soon be 

celebrating Mothering Sunday once more. Our 

congregation has always given so much for Mothering 

Sunday and we would like to ask for your continued valued 

support in donating posies for our Sunday services. 

All posies can be delivered to St Mary's on the morning of 

Saturday, 5th March, where you can place them in water 

buckets by the font. 

For those that have never been involved before but would 

like to take part, and for further information, please 

contact Becky Evans. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who help our mums to 

share the joys of Mothering Sunday. 

Becky Marks 

 

 

 

Village Fayre 

On Saturday 11th June 2016 Prestbury will be celebrating the 90th 

birthday of Her Majesty the Queen with a Prestbury Village Fayre. The 

Organising Committee has based the event on the very successful 

Jubilee Celebration. 

Events will be centred on The Burgage, The Royal Oak, the Scout 

Field, the Plough Inn and the W.I.Hall, and will include; a Prestbury 

Has Talent Competition, learning Circus Skills the Music Man, 

Archery, Hog Roast,  Bake Off Challenge and biscuit decoration for 

children, to mention only a few of the exciting attractions. 

The Organising Committee would like to hear from anybody who would be prepared to 

help, particularly on the day. 

If you are interested could you please contact the Parish Clerk, Chris Franklin, on 

01242 575129 or email prestburyparish@btconnect.com. 

Your contribution will be greatly appreciated. 

John Payne 
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Forthcoming Events 

Prestbury URC Bric-a-Brac and Coffee Morning 

Saturday 5th March at 10.00 

Please do join us for our Spring Bric-a-Brac on Saturday 5th March at 10.00. Donations of 

good quality goods only please are welcomed. 

There will be a cake stall, raffle, books and CD/DVDs as well. Further information is 

available from Sylvia Turfrey on 01242-233970. 

 

 

 

Quiz Evening 

The ever-popular Quiz Evening, at St Nic's returns on Saturday 12th March. Fun for all the 

family!  Think now about who you will have in your team!  Bring your own team or make 

up one on the night.  Entrance is just £5. There is a bar and it starts at 7pm! 

Janet Ford 

 

 

 

Musica Vera 

Musica Vera will be presenting a concert of baroque choral music on Saturday 19 March at 

7.30 pm in St Andrew’s Church, Montpellier, Cheltenham.  Works by Durante, Vivaldi and 

Mozart will be conducted by David Dewar, and accompanied by 

Musica Vera Camerata.  Admission is £12 to include refreshments, at the door.  Free 

admission for children under 16.  Proceeds will go to Maggie’s Cheltenham.  For further 

information and tickets Tel. 01242 517258. 

Angela Walker,  Secretary, Musica Vera 

 

 

 

Prestbury URC Coffee Morning 

Saturday 2nd April 10.30-12.00 

Please join us for our monthly coffee morning on Saturday 2nd April from at 10.30 am -12 

noon. As well as the legendary toasted teacakes there are books, cakes and a raffle. All are 

most welcome. 

  



Prestbury Parish Magazine  March 2016 
 

~ 17 ~ 

March 2016 Calendar  

 

SUN  6 Mothering Sunday 

SUN 13 Passion Sunday 

SUN 20 Palm Sunday 

 

21-26 Holy Week 

Thu 24 Maundy Thursday 

Fri 25 Good Friday 

SUN 27 Easter Day 
 

From the Registers 

Prestbury 

Baptisms 

January 31 Zak John Spreadbury 

Funerals 

January 15 Julia Ann Bardwell 

 27 Donald Sumption 

Burials of ashes 

January 26 Doreen Biscoe 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Vestry Meeting and APCM for Prestbury Parish – 

24th April 2016   St Nicolas Church 

The Vestry Meeting, which is the Annual Meeting of Parishioners, begins at 3.30pm on 24 

April at St Nicolas Church.  It is a short meeting to elect Churchwardens: two for St Mary’s 

and two for St Nicolas.  Candidates must be nominated and seconded before the meeting 

begins.  Nomination lists will also be displayed on the notice boards of both churches.  

Anyone who lives within the parish or who is on the church electoral roll may attend and 

vote at this meeting. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows immediately after the Annual Meeting 

of Parishioners, is a chance to come to hear a review and reports of what has taken place 

during the last year, together with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask questions. 

At the meeting, elections to the PCC take place.  Nominations for PCC members will be 

displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the two Sundays prior to the 

meeting.  Candidates must be proposed and seconded by people who are on the Electoral 

Roll of the parish (see page 25) and they should also be asked if they are willing to stand!  

Please may I ask all those people who provide reports for the meeting to let me have them 

as soon as possible?    Many thanks. 

Debbie Forbes, PCC Secretary 
 

  



March 2016  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 18 ~ 

March 2016 Diary 

Tue 1 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary's   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1200-1300 Lent Lunches St Lawrence 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

  1930 LMT St Nicolas 

Wed 2 1400 Buildings and Fabric Meeting St Mary's 

  1930 Rehearsal for Journeying with Jesus St Nicolas 

Fri 4 1230 Wedding of  

   Thomas Bostock and Jennifer Hope 

St Mary's 

Sat  1030-1100 Team Surgery St Nicolas 

  1430 Jumble Sale Uckington Village Hall 

SUN 6 1430 Rehearsal for Journeying with Jesus St Mary's 

Mon 7 1900 Swindon Village PCC St Lawrence 

Tue 8 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary's   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1200-1300 Lent Lunches St Lawrence 

  1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

  2030 Bellringers AGM  

Wed 9 1930 Elmstone Hardwicke PCC Verina's House 

Thu 10 1930 Prestbury PCC St Nicolas 

Fri 11 1200 Wedding of  

   Samuel Ritchings and Catherine Mann 

St Mary's 

Sat 12 1030-1100 Team Surgery St Nicolas 

  1900 Quiz evening St Nicolas 

Tue 15 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary's   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

  1200-1300 Lent Lunches St Lawrence 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

Wed 16 1930 Rehearsal for Journeying with Jesus St Mary Magdalene 

Thu 17 1000 Swindon Village Early Years visit to Church St Lawrence 

Fri 18 1430 John Mead Art Group St Nicolas 

Sat 19 1030-1100 Team Surgery St Nicolas 

SUN 20 PALM SUNDAY  

    0800 Eucharist and Blessing of Palms St Mary's 

  0800 Eucharist and Blessing of Palms St Nicolas 

  0800 Eucharist and Blessing of Palms All Saints 

  0930 Procession to Capel Court and St Mary's St Nicolas 

  0930 Celebrate! and Procession to Capel Court St Mary's 

  1030 Sung Eucharist St Mary's 

  

 

1000 Procession from Cheltenham Town Football 

Club Training Ground to St Lawrence 

  1030 Holy Communion St Lawrence 
  1030 Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 
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SUN 20 1000 Procession from Berkhampstead Day Nursery to All Saints 
continued  1030 Sung Mass All Saints 

  1830 Evening Prayer St Mary's 

  1830 Evensong St Lawrence 

  1830 Choral Evensong All Saints 

Mon 21 All day Experience Easter St Mary's   

  All day Experience Easter St Lawrence 

  1930 Eucharist and Stations of the Cross St Nicolas 

  1930 Journeying with Jesus St Mary's 

Tue 22 All day Experience Easter St Mary's 

  All day Experience Easter St Lawrence 

  1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

  1930 Eucharist and Stations of the Cross All Saints 

  1930 Journeying with Jesus St Mary Magdalene 

  1930 Mothers' Union St Nicolas 

Wed 23 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

  1930 Eucharist and Stations of the Cross St Mary's 

  1930 Journeying with Jesus St Nicolas 

Thu 24 1030 Service of the Word St Mary's 

  1115 Service of the Word All Saints 

  1930 Team Sung Mass with washing of feet  

and watch until midnight 

All Saints 

  2100 Altar of Repose and watch until midnight St Nicolas 

  2100 Altar of Repose and watch until midnight St Mary’s 

Fri 25 1030 Celebrate!   St Mary's 

  1030 Good Friday Reflection St Nicolas 

  1030 Service at the Cross St Mary Magdalene 

  1030 Journey to the Cross All Saints 

  1200 Good Friday meditation St Lawrence 

  1400 Celebration of the Lord's Passion St Mary's 

  1400 Good Friday Liturgy All Saints 

Sat 26 2100 Easter Vigil St Mary's 

  2100 Easter Vigil All Saints 

SUN 27 0800 Said Eucharist St Mary’s 

  0800 Said Mass All Saints 

  0915 Family Communion St Lawrence 

  0930 Sung Eucharist St Nicolas 

  0930 Celebrate! St Mary’s 

  1030 Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 

  1030 Sung Mass All Saints 

  1100 Sung Eucharist St Mary’s 

  1830 Choral Evensong St Lawrence 

  1830 Said Evensong St Mary’s 

  1830 Choral Evensong and Benediction All Saints 

Tue 29 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary's   

  1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 
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Prestbury Library  

– bridging the gap between all stages of family life 

This month we thought we’d share with you some of the regular activities and resources 

we can offer children, their families and their carers, from bouncing babies to homework 

help. You might be surprise just how much we can offer: books, crafts, online resources, 

computers and DVDs. 

Please come and join us at an event, enjoy our lovely children’s area or just ask us for 

advice! 

Jo, Karen, Laura and Becky  

Books for Babies and Toddlers 

There is no lower age limit for children to join the library. Your baby can have its own 

library card. Board books are a great way of introducing little ones to the wonderful world 

of books. Bookstart is a national scheme to help families discover the fun and excitement of 

sharing books together. If you have not received a ‘Bookstart Pack’ for your baby in its first 

year, then please let us know. Pre-schoolers receive their ‘Bookstart Treasure Gift’ 

envelope when they are 3-4 years old. For more information please visit 

www.bookstart.org.uk 

Baby Bounce & Rhyme Time (2.15-2.45pm every Friday during term-time) 

Karen or Laura host the session assisted by Daphne, our friendly volunteer who helps us 

every week. This is a lovely and relaxed session which helps babies development and is a 

great way to meet other parents and carers. The adults sit in a circle with their babies on 

their laps. We sing songs and nursery rhymes (both traditional and new favourites), shake 

rattles and bounce! After the session, parents and carers are encouraged to stay for a 

natter whilst the babies play. No need to book and nothing to pay.  

Toddler Time (2.15-2.45pm every Tuesday during term-time) 

Jo and Becky host this friendly session for toddlers and pre-schoolers with a few songs, 

some of our favourite stories and then a simple craft to make and take home! Mums, Dads, 

grandparents are all welcome. And as with all our sessions, Toddler Time is free and there 

is no need to book – why not come and join us? 

 
Karen and Daphne singing  

‘Five Little Men in a Flying Saucer’ 

o “Great fun! Really friendly and 

welcoming” 

o “One of the highlights of our 

Fridays!” 

o “We love the opportunity to take our 

granddaughter out to meet other 

babies and toddlers.” 
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A crafty place to visit in the holidays 

We always have a popular FREE craft event during the school holidays where we often 

welcome grandparents, as well as parents with little ones to entertain. Just turn up and join 

in. In the summer holidays, hundreds of children from Prestbury take part in the national 

Summer Reading Challenge where regular reading is rewarded with stickers and other 

goodies. 

For our next event pick up a leaflet in the library or check the Gloucestershire Libraries 

website!     www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries 

  

Friendly faces to help with school reading and homework 

 

We have great resources to encourage reading and we can easily order items from any 

library in the county.  

 

Ask us for help with: 

 Early Reader books for new readers 

 Books for homework and computers to use if 

you don’t have a PC or printer at home 

 The next title in a favourite series 

 Suggestions for reluctant readers 

 Books suitable for readers with dyslexia 

 The Accelerated Reading Scheme 

 Books for teenagers 

 

Group visits very welcome 

We always love to see local school groups visiting 

the library. If your school class, Brownie, Cub or 

church group would like to visit, please get in touch. 

Anyone interested in doing their Booklover badge?  
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The Bridges 

As we lived in the Gloucestershire village of Tutshill it meant that our nearest town was 

Chepstow.  We went down our hill and at the bottom the River Wye went on its muddy 

way.  It comes down from the Welsh hills, through the lovely Wye Valley, past Chepstow 

Castle and then on to join the River Severn at Beachley. 

For us to get to the town we had the eye-pleasing road bridge which was built in 1816.  It 

meant that we could then cross over from Gloucestershire into Monmouthshire.  As the 

latter is one of the border counties it meant that we took great delight when young to get 

to the centre and stand with “one leg in England and one in Wales”. 

For many years there was no collection of “ashes” in our village so that if you were going 

to town you invariably had a parcel of rubbish to drop over the bridge rail, making sure to 

miss the buttress.  One day I was going into town and was taking a collection of salad items 

from the garden to give to my aunt who lived in the town.  She enjoyed sitting on the seats 

along the river bank by the Bridge Inn but from force of habit I dropped the food parcel 

over the rail.  It meant that when I saw her I said, “Can you see that parcel floating along?  

There goes your supper.” 

There was always a steady flow of traffic so that when the bridge had to close for repairs, 

there were diversions and crossings as far away as Tintern.  The Red & White Bus Services 

operated a skeleton service which meant that we caught the bus in the village, got out at 

the bridge, walked across, and boarded another bus waiting the other side.  We were all 

very pleased when normal service was resumed. 

On Sundays, my father and I would walk down and go to St Mary's Church with the fine 

Norman arch over the doorway.  He was a sidesman there, but when he retired due to ill 

health, I took over. 

 

  

The Beachley – Aust Ferry 

 

Further along, near the fisheries, Isambard Kingdom Brunel created in 1852 a rail bridge to 

take the London to South Wales trains.  It was formed with a tubular upper structure and 

known as the tubular bridge.  It was said that through the top tube you could walk a horse 

and cart – though what anyone would want to do that for, I have no idea.  In later years the 

top structure has been removed but the trains still run in spite of it. 
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The Wye flows on for another mile or so until it meets the Severn and flows out into the 

Bristol Channel.  One day in Beachley there were men prospecting on the beach and they 

told me it was with a view to building a bridge across the Severn.  When I told my father, 

he said, “They have been going to build a Severn Bridge ever since I can remember.  They 

have never built one in my lifetime and they will never build one in yours.”  For once my 

father was wrong, because in my lifetime they have built two and with plenty of room for 

another. 

   

Severn Bridge Testing at Beachley in the 1940’s 

 

Higher up the river there was a bridge which brought the trains from Sharpness and the 

students for the Lydney Grammar School.  A barge collided with the tower of the bridge in 

1960 and ten years later the whole structure was dismantled, with the trains having to go 

around Gloucester. 

I suppose we can say “we’ve seen 'em come and seen 'em go”. 

Tudor Williams  
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It is as if the memories you used to harbour 

Decided to retire to the southern hemisphere of the brain, 

To a little fishing village where there are no phones. 

(From the poem Forgetfulness by Billy Collins) 

Does this ring any bells with you?  I think we have all had these episodes as we get older. 

The greatest challenge today to the elderly and to the health services is the condition of 

dementia. 

Recent research has been encouraging suggesting that the prevalence of diseases like 

Alzheimer’s has fallen by more than 22 % in the last 20 years. This has been attributed to 

better lifestyles. About 850,000 Britons have dementia but the study concluded that this 

would be 200,000-300,000 more but for the fall in prevalence (Prof Carol Brayne  The 

Cambridge University study). 

Dementia has various causes but Alzheimer’s accounts for 62% of cases.  We must not 

forget that Alzheimer’s can affect much younger people and early onset disease is 

devastating for all. 

The effects of the disease can be harrowing both for the person and for family members. It 

is very hard to watch a loved husband, wife, mother or father slowly disintegrate and 

become another person. Martin Slevin writes in his book Little Girl in the Radiator,   

‘Alzheimer’s disease is the only medical condition that I know of which affects the families 

of the patients more than it appears to affect the patients themselves. The long tentacles of 

its colourful fantasies reach out in all directions at once touching, clawing, caressing and 

embracing all who pass within their reach, until each one is drawn into the labyrinthine 

tragedy and made to become an actor in the drama.’ 

Now that we recognise this as an everyday part of life it has made it a great deal easier to 

provide help and understanding. 

Locally the Alzheimer’s Society provides a wide range of information as well as a Memory 

café for those worried about their memories or are in any stage of dementia. This is held in 

the Municipal Offices in Cheltenham. There is also a choir in Bishops Cleeve for dementia 

patients. Words and tunes of songs can often remain when all memories have receded. 

The NHS provide comprehensive care Managing Memory 2gether provides specialist 

knowledge, information and advice to those who are worried about their or another’s 

memory. 

Over the past decade there has been a plethora of books and films dealing with the 

problems and effects of the disease.  We are Not Ourselves by Matthew Thomas deals very 

well with the effects on the spouse and children - dealing with all issues from practical 

problems, nursing care, guilt, pain, sorrow, frustration, judgement from others and the 

agonies of everyday life. 

Let us hope that with money being poured into research (£10 Million this year alone) that 

prevention and treatment is not too far away. 

Maggie Morris 
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Further Information on Dementia and Alzheimer’s 

RESOURCES 

The Alzheimer’s society 01452 525222  for general information.  

Memory cafes and Singing for the Brain 

Managing Memory 2gether   NHS   0800 694 8800 

www.dementiauk.org 

Carers Gloucestershire   01452 386283 

BOOKS 

Elegy for Iris   by John Bayley 

Still Alice by Lisa Genova 

Elisabeth is Missing   by Emma Healy 

We Are Not Ourselves by Matthew Thomas 

Dancing with Rose by Lauren Kessler 

Little Girl in the Radiator by Martin Slevin 

What’s happening to Grandpa? (for children) 

by Maria Shriver 

FILMS 

Iris,        Still Alice,       Away from Her,       The Notebook,       The Savages 

 

 

 

Parish Electoral Roll 

The Church of England is run democratically and therefore each parish has its own 

Electoral Roll. Joining it does not oblige you in any way, but it does give you the 

opportunity to be more involved in the running of your church. 

To be on the Electoral Roll you have to be: 

 baptised (christened)  

 a member of the Church of England  

 living in the parish, or regularly attending public worship in the parish for at 

least six months  

 at least 16 years old 

If you have any questions about this please speak to one of the clergy or churchwardens or 

Brian Wood. Application forms to be admitted to the Prestbury Parish Electoral Roll are 

available in church and on the parish website, www.prestbury.net. 

To be entitled to attend the next Prestbury Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) and 

to take part in its proceedings, you need to have returned your application form to Brian 

Wood by Wednesday 6 April 2016. A few weeks before this I will post in church the 

names of those already on the roll. Please check you are listed and your address is correct. 

Brian Wood, Electoral Roll officer 
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Every Penny Counts 

Some of you have a collecting box for The Children’s Society in 

your home; you pop in your loose change throughout the year 

and it is then collected in, counted up, and goes some way in 

supporting The Children’s Society’s work with children living in 

poverty and teenagers at risk.  

In Gloucestershire, we are directly working with young carers, children who have parents 

misusing drugs and alcohol and we have also worked with schools and communities across 

the county to identify children’s sense of well-being. Alongside our direct work, we also 

campaign to, and lobby the government so that we can ensure children’s voices are heard 

and positive changes can be made to the lives of thousands of children all over the country. 

For now, let me tell you more about our work with young carers. There are 178,000 young 

carers across the country according to the last census, but this is just the tip of the iceberg, 

as we suspect the number is actually much higher than this. These children are caring for 

parents, siblings and other family members, they are forced to grow up too early and not 

only lose their childhoods but also miss out on much of their education, which has a 

negative impact on the rest of their lives.  

We support young carers by making sure they can have breaks from their responsibilities 

and by giving young carers a platform to share their experiences and raise awareness about 

the issues they face. We also organise a Young Carers Festival annually providing young 

people with the opportunity to have fun, relax, socialise and forget their responsibilities for 

a weekend.  

We are also working in partnership with Carers Trust to improve the identification and 

support of young carers in schools across the country, so that they get the help they need. 

The Young Carers in Schools Programme enables schools to show that they are meeting 

the needs of a particularly vulnerable group of pupils. Schools who wish to follow the 

programme are equipped with templates, tools and guidance for identifying and working 

with young carers as well as having access to expert regional networks. We want as many 

schools as possible to take part in this programme so that we can positively impact the lives 

of young carers. For more information please visit 

http://www.youngcarer.com/resources/young-carers-schools 

The average house box contains about £15, but between all of the boxes in England, we 

raise over £2 million every year towards our work from your loose change. The collecting 

box in your home is crucial in supporting the work we do with children living in poverty 

and teenagers at risk. Thank you so much for your support, and if you don’t have a house 

box, but would like one, please contact Janet White  

Roseann Thompson 

 

Roseann will be speaking at St Nicolas in the sermon slot after Easter. 
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Celebrate! 

“Welcome everybody, it’s good to see you here ........ gathering in this place.” 

Celebrate! has now been holding its service at 9.30 am on Sunday at St Mary’s Church for 

almost eleven and a half years.   (On its tenth anniversary the service was attended by 

Bishop Martyn).  During the eleven and a half years a huge number of people, both adults 

and children, has attended; some just for a short time, some for a longer time and some of 

us for the whole time.  We cannot know what those who no longer attend gained from 

taking part in Celebrate!, but believe that they will have experienced, in some way, God’s 

love for them. 

The current congregation is largely made up of younger adults and their children, although 

on most Sundays there are also several of the ‘older generation’ present.  No matter who 

is in the congregation, the service is always a joyful and happy celebration of God’s love and 

care for us all. 

We aim to create a friendly, relaxed atmosphere where everyone can feel at home and 

worship as a family.  We also encourage people to look beyond their own circle and get to 

know other people at the service.  (1 John 4: 7,8,11,12).  We are all guests in God’s house, 

no matter how long we have been here – one of the things he calls us to do is to give his 

guests the job of being hospitable to each other (Romans 12:13; Galatians 6:10).  

Refreshments are always served at the end of every service and this is a good time to chat 

to others. 

There is now a pattern to our services each month, although this is not ‘set in stone’, and is 

open to amendments as necessary: - the first, third and fifth Sunday (if there is one) are 

‘normal’ services (whatever they may be); the second Sunday is a Communion Service 

taken by one of the Clergy, and the fourth Sunday is a ‘Big Sing’ prepared and put together 

by the band and singing group.  As well as our ‘adult’ singing group there is now a group of 

children – JC Supersound – (from Reception year upwards) which meets once a month to 

practise, and then helps to lead the singing and actions, particularly on a ‘Big Sing’ Sunday.  

(The photographs on the next page were taken by Kate Bestwick at the last ‘Big Sing’ on 

Sunday 24th January 2016). 

As well as the Band and Singing Group there is a Leaders’ Group who meet every two 

months generally to discuss and oversee everything, a Planners’ Group who also meet 

every two/three months and put the ideas for the services together and lead the services, 

and a Prayer Activity Group who plan activities for interactive prayers.  There are also 

groups who help during the actual services on a rota basis: - Welcomers/Set Up/Clear 

Away, Readers, Projectionists and Refreshments.  (We are immensely thankful for all those 

who give of their time to make Celebrate! the super service it is). 

Each week we worship, we pray and we learn; following Jesus means applying his teaching 

to our lives (Matthew 28:20). Being a Christian is a lifetime journey: we do not need to 

approach God in a particular way – he wants us to know him and has made this possible 

through Jesus, his Son.  We travel and grow filled with hope trusting that the Holy Spirit – 

the Spirit of Jesus – is guiding us. 
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Everyone is welcome at our Celebrate! service and if anyone has any questions and would 

like to know more please speak to one of the Leaders or one of the Clergy.  There will 

soon be some leaflets available in the Church containing more information. 

Mary Turner – Churchwarden / One of the Leaders 
 

  



March 2016  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 30 ~ 

A painting described 

 

I know, my friend, that you can't see 

and want a painting described by me. 

I gather that you've seen before 

so I can use the colour-words 

and those for shapes and simple forms 

and basic things within the world 

like birds and trees and sky and earth 

and you will know their visual worth. 

So let's get started, you and me 

and with my words, I hope you'll see. 

 

A man sits on a wooden chair; 

its leather back and seat protrude 

behind the stiff straight line of red 

between his neck and elbow joint. 

He's dressed in red, in clergy robes: 

above his wrists the lace sleeves' ends 

from which hang down pale hands with rings. 

 

To build him from inside: one sees 

a floor-length surplice, that same lace, 

billow from his outer cape 

of raspberry red skirting the ground. 

Above he wears a shorter cape 

buttoned right up to the collar. 

The hands and head are still, but shadows 

seem to move among the clothes 

though in a painting they can't move, 

are fixed by painter once for all 

between the equal-frozen folds. 

 

Because he sits and thus looks squat 

camping in the many clothes 

it's short if anything he looks — 

the painter's known for stretching flesh 

and so was the man whose austere face 

looks out from under his biretta 

the crowning piece of red on head. 

The parchment face with grey-tipped beard 

is marked by unwonted spectacles 

of black much darker than that beard. 
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Behind him panelled wood so dark 

the panels themselves are almost black 

bisecting his body to his right, 

to left perhaps a tapestry 

and on the floor a marble grid 

of black and brown and grey, it seems. 

The man however's what remains, 

a daunting spectacle in red — 

réd cóvers near hálf the fráme — 

whose word through flame could make men dead. 

 

Michael Skaife d'Ingerthorpe 

 

 
 The Grand Inquisitor, by El Greco   
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MARLE HILL WI 

Stephen Rowley introduced himself at our February meeting dressed in his Mummers 

costume and accompanied by dance music.  He also had his decorated Wassail Bowl for 

collecting money when the Mummers performed and sang carols at Christmas.  Various 

forms of Mummers are found worldwide, are based on pre-Christian fertility rituals and can 

be traced back to the 14th Century.  Their activities included dramas, mime (hence 

Mummers), Twelfth Night revelries and Court entertainment based on classical themes 

such as Robin Hood, Jack the Giant Killer and St George and the Turkish Knight (the 

dragon came later).  Moresks were dances that later became Morris Dancing! The 

Mummers were dying out in the 19th Century but have been greatly revived as there are 

many groups performing now. 

We welcomed Latha (who met us in Pittville Park when we had our celebration on WI 

Day) as one of several new members and Sandra has rejoined us since she moved back to 

Cheltenham.  The members voted to lay a Poppy Wreath on Remembrance Sunday this 

year.  Lunch at the Star Centre was much enjoyed and we also met at the new Montpellier 

Lodge Restaurant to try out their menu.  The theatre visit, skittle evenings, Craft Club and 

Book Club are all proving popular. 

We have a Skittles and Supper evening arranged at the Suffolk Arms and are planning a 

Pudding Evening in May – watch this space! A trip to Bradford-on-Avon with a canal trip to 

The Court Gardens and a visit to Aston Pottery with, on popular demand after our visit 

last year, a return to Friar’s Court for tea are in the pipeline.  The Annual Council Meeting 

at the Town Hall, Ladies’ Day at the races and ‘Clean for the Queen’ are on the calendar 

for March. 

Francis Benton’s talk on 7th March is called ‘Tears of the Dragon’ and she is bringing some 

pearl jewellery.  Also, we have our annual Cake Stall now everyone has finished their New 

Year Diet!  We would welcome anyone who would like to join us at 7.30pm at St Nicolas 

Hall in Swindon Lane. 

Sara Jefferies 

 

Prestbury WI 

On Monday 14th March, Matthew Gacek will be giving an interesting talk entitled  

“Carson and I - My short Career in Service” about his work at a stately home where he started 

as an under gardener and rose up the ranks to became a butler. 

Please do come along for what is sure to be fascinating and interesting evening about life 

behind the scenes at a stately home. 

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of 

each month and start at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Sally on 01242 523558. 

Hilary Brick 
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Diocesan Synod Report 

On 6th February we met in St Nicolas Church. In spite of torrential rain and howling gales, 

there was a good attendance. Members come not only from way up in the Cotswolds and 

down past Tetbury but also as far afield as Sharpness and some even have Bristol post 

codes. To be here for 9.30am meant an early start and horrid drive. 

We began with opening prayers, instead of a Eucharist, and after the usual formalities had a 

good annual Safeguarding Report. Compared with other Dioceses across England, 

Gloucester is doing well. Both stipendiary and voluntary workers are conforming with the 

requirements now in place. There are still some churches who feel, as they have no 

children attending services, they don’t need to be involved, but churches are part of the 

local community where there are always children and vulnerable adults so all are obliged to 

comply. Thanks were offered to all those who volunteer to train and undertake this work 

at Parish and Diocesan level. It is a serious commitment. 

The financial report was brief, the parish share target almost reached to date, 

administration is within its budget and a review of clergy costs and housing is underway. 

After a discussion there was a unanimous vote in favour of recommending to the House of 

Bishops the replacement of the Bishop of Tewkesbury. This brought a quiet grin to Bishop 

Martyn’s face. This re-appointment is not automatic, they have to agree that it is justifiable. 

We all gave Bishop Martyn a very hearty and prolonged round of applause in thanks for the 

enormous burden of extra responsibility and work he has carried so well on our behalf in 

the recent past and congratulating him on his promotion to a Diocesan Bishop. 

The last subject before the break was a report on a three day meeting held in Woolacombe 

for a “Shared conversation on scripture, mission and human sexuality” 50 people from five 

west country dioceses met for the first of fifteen regional events to be held during the next 

eighteen months. These are aimed at providing a safe environment where people can talk 

and listen to each other’s thoughts and feelings on these difficult matters without 

challenging or attempting to alter others views and opinions. 

This method of approaching these stressful matters will also continue at General Synod 

level. Any way forward must begin with understanding why people hold such different 

opinions. It is not easy. 

We retreated to the church hall for a much needed Coffee Break and Bishop Rachel 

insisted that we must also use this time to talk and get to know each other.  

The second half of the morning was very different. We had to split into deanery groups and 

decide what our areas were like, population, age groups, types of employment, church 

attendance figures, declared Christians in the national census etc. After a period of brain 

searching, filling in charts, ticking boxes, sticking on various types of stickers, we were 

called back into the church for the answers. 

Our attempts were then held up and displayed and our results compared with the correct 

charts. Funnily enough, we in the Cheltenham Deanery were fairly accurate in most 

categories but Bishop Rachel and Archdeacon Robert proved that most of us did not really 

understand the communities surrounding us.  We are part of the local community and we 

must make an effort to meet and listen to those living around us, not just those who  
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choose to turn up in our church on Sundays. It was pointed out, rightly, that our attitude is 

often “What can we do for those around us, what do they need?” If you stop to weigh this 

up, this is actually implying we are the superior beings and everybody else the inferior 

needy. There is an enormous amount they could be doing for us. Are we really in touch 

with those we are living beside? Should we also try “sharing conversations” with our 

neighbours, getting to know who they are, listening to their interests and finding what they 

think is missing or they would like done? When we can get that far, we might start 

journeying forward together. 

Throughout the morning the atmosphere was relaxed and rather more informal but as we 

met in the church hall for a really good buffet lunch, I realised how much hard thinking we’d 

all done and how very skilfully Bishop Rachel had set us working on really important 

matters. 

Our Diocese has been very fortunate in our new bishop and I am looking forward to the 

next Synod at the cathedral in June.   

Lynda Hodges 

 

 

 

 

Alternative Slant on the Bridge Theme 

Bridge is a most popular card game played by millions across the world.  It thrives in 

Prestbury although probably at the family/friendly level.  At the international level it is 

particularly intense.  Omar Sharif, who starred in Lawrence of Arabia as well as many other 

films, and was undoubtedly the *thinking woman’s crumpet* was one of the most brilliant 

and successful exponents of the game at a professional level.  Bridge requires many qualities 

apart from a good memory, concentration and a fair share of luck with the cards.  It 

requires good partnership understanding, and sometimes forgiveness when that goes 

wrong.  It requires belief in your bidding system and honesty in your play.  It requires 

persistence during a long run of poor cards and faith that your luck will change.  Whilst a 

real bridge connects two sides, the bridge table connects 4 people in companionable 

friendship and competition, and is very fulfilling. 

Andrew Robson, the Times Bridge correspondent is one of the great teachers of the game 

today.  A tip from him is the rule of twenty.  This allows an opening bid when your high 

card points and the number of cards in your longest two suits, added together, equal 20 or 

more.  This emphasises the importance of length.  And undoubtedly the most impressive 

bridges in the world tend to be the longest So when it’s wet and windy, and you are 

freezing cold exposed on a bridge, think of the warm alternative!! 

Richard Johnson 
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Tuesday Coffee Drop-in Book Swop  

The Tuesday Coffee Drop-in Book Swop is branching out. Our meetings are usually lively 

affairs, plenty of chat and some excellent humour and at Christmas it was felt a 

“Celebratory Eat” with coffee, was called for. The hot soup and buffet food went down so 

well that members decided Shrove Tuesday called for pancakes. 

Various members brought the necessary ingredients and with the aid of a little portable 

induction hob and an iron pan we had a feast whilst Colin and Margaret Holman assembled 

the Lent cross made from the trunk of our last Christmas Tree, as well as managing a 

pancake! The rustic cross will be in place by the Good Shepherd Chapel for Ash 

Wednesday, the smell of pancakes will be gone and then some serious Lenten thinking will 

begin. 

 

Roughly fifteen people arrived during the morning for pancakes and on the previous 

Tuesday the Rambling Club from St Philip and James, Leckhampton, joined us for coffee 

before setting off so we were a very lively gathering. 

“Drop-In” really does mean just that. Some people stay for an hour or so, others pop in for 

coffee and a book then dash off again.  Some of our regulars are from the congregation but 

a lot just meet us on Tuesdays. If you are around Prestbury village mid-morning on a 

Tuesday, come and join us for a break as well. 

Lynda Hodges 
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Prestbury Flower Arranging Club  

It was lovely to see so many of you at the AGM last month. The business was relatively 

painless and we enjoyed a quiz organised by our Chairwoman, thank you Esther Wilson, 

before tucking into the lovely food which some Committee 

members and members bought along. 

After the AGM business our President, Rosemary Sandberg, 

presented the competition winners’ cups.  The Betty Littley 

Cup for flower arranging was awarded to Pat Wright, with 

Pauline Cox and Esther Wilson coming second and third 

respectively.  The Thora Anstee cup for photography was 

awarded to Fenella Botting, with second and third going to 

Joan Britton and Esther Wilson.  Well done ladies.   

Our next meeting is on 21 March. Please note that it’s earlier in the month than usual 

because of Easter. Mary Western will be presenting her flower arranging demonstration 

‘Memories’, her arrangements will be raffled after tea/coffee and biscuits. Diane Mace will 

be running the sales tables selling a selection of flower arranging goodies and books. 

It’s a competition night so bring along a flower arrangement or photograph, or both - but 

one entry only per class: 

Flower arranging competition – An Easter Basket. It would be 

lovely to see lots of  entries – an excuse to use all those chickens 

and bunnies 

Photography competition - a photograph (max 10 x 8 inches) of 

something floral. It can be of your garden, a close-up of a 

plant/flower, a view – anything to do with plants and trees – no 

pets or grandchildren please   

The marking for each class will be: 3 points for 1st place, 2 points for 2nd place and 1 point 

for 3rd place. Everyone who enters gets one point - just for entering! At the end of the 

year the winner of each class will be presented with a cup. 

Please have a look at our Facebook page, you do not need to have a Facebook account to 

look at our Facebook page, just type this web address into your web browser: 

https://www.facebook.com/Prestbury-Flower-Arranging-Club-140193152756014/ 

You can then save the page to your web browser bookmarks so you don’t have to type all 

that in every time!  

Our club meets at Prestbury Hall on Bouncers Lane, usually on the fourth Monday of the 

month; doors open at 7.00 pm, the demonstration starting at 7.30 pm. Visitors are most 

welcome, £6 payable at the door.  

If you would like more information about the club, please ring Esther on 01242 515478 or 

Shirley on 01242 234472. 

Happy Easter - Penny Kennard 
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary’s, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 
   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
 1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
 2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary’s 
 Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary’s 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer  (excluding Bank Holidays) 

   09.30 Eucharist  (excluding Bank Holidays) 
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   19.30 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Friday 08.00 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   10.00 Said Eucharist 
  Daily  17.00 Evening Prayer  (excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays) 

All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
  18.30 Choral Evensong  
 Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty 
   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd Sunday 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong  
  3rd & 4th  09.15 Holy Communion 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 
  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.30 Holy Communion 

  5th Sunday 10.30 Holy Communion 
                      or 18.30 Songs of Praise  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 

      host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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They hurried away from the tomb in awe and great joy 
Matthew 28.8 NEB 

There are many, many paintings of Christ’s resurrection. 

I have been looking at the one by Noel Coypel, a French 

artist who lived from 1628 to 1707. 

Approaching Coypel’s “Resurrection” the eye is 

immediately drawn to the centre of the painting by the 

white robed angel. Seated on rocks, the angel’s left hand 

is outstretched, the curved left arm points upwards 

towards Christ. Celestial light illuminates the angel. The 

foreground shows the Roman guards in dis-array. Two 

of them sprawl on the ground, one uses his shield for 

protection, the other, lying on his shield, holds his 

dagger ready. The third guard stands between them, 

caught in mid-flight. His dagger is sheathed, his red cloak 

billows around him. In his haste, he stands on the cloak 

of one of the recumbent figures. All three look at the 

angel. In the right foreground stand the two Marys; their 

faces also are turned towards the angel who 

reciprocates their gaze. One woman is robed in blue, the other in a soft gold. Their faces 

are illuminated by the reflected celestial light. Behind the figures, the background is dark in 

colour with a hint to the left of the entrance to a tomb. The figures of angel, women and 

soldiers form a triangle. Much of the sky is painted in soft greys and browns. Just above the 

angel, the clouds part - again forming a triangle. And there we see the figure of the risen, 

triumphant Christ. Swathed in a soft red cloak, arms outstretched, he looks heavenward. In his 

left hand, he carries a white flag displaying a red cross, possibly a symbol of the atonement.  

The painting was probably based on St Matthew’s account of the Resurrection. Matthew 

wanted to extend his accounts of miraculous events to elucidate Jesus‘ teachings and life, 

such as the securing of Christ’s body following the crucifixion (Matthew 27.57-66) and the 

earthquake before the women arrive at the tomb (28 .2). We have no historical evidence to 

corroborate these accounts, but the gospels were not intended as biographies. Matthew 

tells us that following the crucifixion, Christ’s body was removed from the cross and placed 

in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. The two Marys sat opposite the entrance to the tomb. 

Concerned that the disciples might steal Christ’s body to support their cause, Pilate 

ordered Roman guards to keep watch at the tomb for three days. Matthew was insistent 

there was no trickery. On returning to the tomb, the Marys found an angel sitting atop of 

the stone seal which had been rolled away. The guards were terrified. The angel allayed the 

fears of the women, invited them into the empty sepulchre, and instructed them to inform 

the disciples of the latest events. Then Matthew says, “They hurried away from the tomb in 

awe and great joy, and ran to tell the disciples.”  

Last Easter I came across a poem by e.e.cummings which exudes the same emotions;  you 

can trace it by the opening words:       

“i thank You God for most this amazing day” 

I wish you awe and joy in equal measure this Eastertide. 

Jenny Mead
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