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Season of Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness
EASON OF MISTS and mellow fruitfulness’ says John Keats in his
‘Ode to Autumn’. Perhaps, like me, you had to study the poem
for your English Literature exam, and isn’t it strange how those
things stick with you?
As I walk our two dogs in the fields around the village where I live, with the hint
of autumn in the atmosphere, apples and leaves falling from the trees, the
colours of the trees beginning to turn, those words come to mind.
Mellow fruitfulness, slow ripening. In many ways that phrase could be used to
describe a journey of faith. Not everyone has a sudden conversion experience
where they hear a heavenly voice speak to them. For some people faith is
something that develops slowly, almost unseen and unrecognised, until we
somehow notice that something has happened, whilst the rhythm of life goes on.
Autumn is a time in the churches year when we pay attention to the rhythm of
life as we look back and take stock. It is the season of remembrance. On 30th
October we invite all who wish to remember loved ones to come to our
evening service where, as part of the service, you are welcome to light a candle
in their memory. November 13th is of course Remembrance Sunday, where we
call to mind those who gave their lives in the service of their country.
However, before all that, October is the time when we gather together to give
thanks to God for all the abundant gifts given to us in creation. Our harvest
festival will be celebrated on 2nd October. At St Nicolas there will be
entertainment and a lunch for the local community afterwards. The St Mary’s
congregations have a parish supper and entertainment on 15th October in the
parish hall.
So, a time to give thanks, look back, and to look to the future with hope. I do
hope you will join us.
Rev Liz
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RITES OF THE SEASON OF LOVE
Some say there is music in the cosmos.
Celestial songs
starlit and endlessly honouring the Spirit of God.
But now, so far from Eden,
we can scarcely catch
the need for this Music, let alone the Voice.
Is Eden silent now - save for the stern sadness
of the six-winged living Creatures
and the sword’s flames dancing in the wind?
…………….
With crashing cacophony, Stravinsky
plunges us into the primeval world
of season and sacrifice.
And we stop there,
like flat-Earth believers
on
the
edge…
But East, east beyond the deserts of our souls
is the Gihon flowing round Cush
before it rushes to its sister rivers
the Pishon, the Tigris, the Euphrates
who are eternally one stream in Eden
and run where God walked with man.
Judi Marsh
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Music and praise
I was brought up as a Methodist and I remember that the introduction to the Methodist
Hymn Book that we used at Sarum Hill Primitive Methodist Church introduced itself with
the words “Methodism was born in song”. I was at the stage when I was finding out about
everything around me and I was puzzled by whatever was ‘Primitive’ Methodism and what
the writer meant by saying that Methodism was “born in song”. It refered, of course, to
the birth of Methodism in open air services because of bans on the use of the parish
church. My Mum, who was C of E (my Dad came from a family steeped in non-conformism
and Methodism), always said that a big difference between a C of E congregation (who
seemed to me to be afraid to sing with any enthusiasm) and my Methodist congregation
was in their approach to singing hymns.
As I grew up I discovered that I liked “having a good sing.” When I’m leading our ‘Songs of
Praise’ service I often hope that the service will enable those present to praise God by
singing favourite hymns with gusto.
People in the Middle Ages who wanted to praise and thank God sang from the great
treasury of psalms in our Bibles. One of the great psalms showing how the ancient
Israelites used musical instruments in their worship goes like this:
Praise the Lord Praise him with the trumpet sound:
Praise him with the lute and harp!
Praise him with tambourine and dance;
Praise him with strings and pipe!
Praise him with clanging cymbals;
Praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!
(I remind myself of those LOUD clanging cymbals sometimes!)
I’ve been around long enough to have experienced changes in worship myself. ‘Haven’t we
all?’ you say! I like change but can sympathise with those who are uncomfortable with
changes. We’re not the only Christian worshippers to experience changes in how we
worship. Our predecessors went through a lot. In the 17th century The Puritans
considered that “instrumental music distracted the mind and soul from divine worship” and
in 1644 an act of Parliament required the removal of organs from churches. In rural areas,
especially, congregations reacted by erecting west galleries in their churches to
accommodate ‘choirs’ of instrumentalists to lead the singing. That’s why the old prayer
book refers to “in choirs and places where they sing”. Most present day parish church
organs date from this time. As a boy I will never forget pumping the organ at our small
historic village church in Hampshire. As a member of a Forest of Dean silver band I
remember our musical peregrination around the parish at Christmas!
Music is essential to our present day worship. Music is important in present day national
commemorations.
Where would we be without Glastonbury or the Proms or
Remembrance Sunday? The lady on a white horse with bells on her fingers and bells on her toes
going to Banbury has been succeeded by deeply involved young and old with smart phones!
RG
~3~
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Two Concerts, One Day
When I heard that the John Wilson Orchestra was to feature in this year’s Cheltenham
Music Festival, I made up my mind to book early. I went to the festival’s out of town
booking office and bought Sheila and myself tickets for the overhanging balcony seats in the
Town Hall for the performance on Friday, 15 July.
That morning, however, there was also a free recital in St Paul’s Church from noon. This
was called Satie’s Vexations and told of Erik Satie whose 150 th birthday is celebrated this
year. He was half Scottish and influenced the way forward with modern music into the
performing musical world though not without problems for himself.
One of them was the short piece he wrote for the piano and gave to his girlfriend. She was
unimpressed and he was so upset that he decreed that it was only to be repeated slowly
840 times. Not surprisingly it was not performed in his life time and it was not until 1963
that John Cage organised its premiere with a relay of pianists in New York taking 18 hours.
I arrived with minutes to spare, not being too sure how to get into the church, and with
Meurig Bowen the artistic director ready to give the introduction. A young man started to
play the three minute piece, as a score board showed that it had been played once and
there were a further 839 to go. It was pleasant to the ear and I slowly got to know when it
was beginning again. After half an hour I decided it was time to go and left with smiles of
understanding. I did not hear how long it lasted into the night.
It was a lot easier with Mr Wilson and co. We arrived early and I was surprised to find that
they were already letting us in. It seemed almost spooky to find the old King Edward built
hall almost empty. We found our seats which would be almost overhanging the players.
Their seats were laid out with one or two players having a tune up. To my joy one was the
male harpist who I always look out for. No sylph-like maiden but a heavy-looking man
sporting a good old-fashioned walrus moustache. This had caused a lot of hilarity the first
time I saw it and is now a must see if they appear in the BBC Promenade Concerts.
The manager was checking to see that all was in order as more players filtered into their
spaces. Again I was pleased to see the young lady violinist who has long fair hair and is in
the second row. She has a lovely face and looks up at the conductor with all the admiration
he could wish for.
Then the magic moment: John Wilson arrived to lead his massive orchestra into an
overture of forties film music which nearly brought tears to my eyes. The audience was
well away and it was nearly a standing ovation with the first piece. More film music featuring
George Gershwin and those masters of American film music. Two vocalists joined in but
with a bit of the town hall problem for solo voices. The conductor had re-scored an early
Gershwin piano concerto which well deserves to be heard again.
The interval helped the hall cool down. The second half sped by with a lovely female solo of
“Someone to Watch Over Me” which is a real favourite of mine. The harpist continued to
twirl his moustache, the lady violinist looked more in love than ever and the near-my-age
trumpeter looked fit to burst. Encores were played but the orchestra finally left the
platform with a rosy glow all round. Another lovely few hours with John Wilson and his
orchestra which were to be repeated in a fine Promenade concert. Perfect.
Tudor Williams
~5~
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Music and Museums: Edward Elgar
Having missed the deadline for the “Museums” magazine, I am combining this month’s
theme of music with an article about the Elgar Museum, which David and I visited with
Stella and John Caney and a party from her U3A music group in June.
Edward Elgar was born in 1857 in a cottage in Lower Broadheath, three miles west of
Worcester, where his father had a music shop, and tuned pianos. This cottage has been
restored with many items which he and his family used when he lived here, firstly with his
parents and five siblings, and later with his wife Alice and their daughter Carice. Elgar drew
inspiration for his music from his family and friends, from frequent travels abroad, especially
to Italy, from current affairs and from his peaceful cottage in the beautiful English
countryside. Amongst his earlier works the most well know are the Enigma Variations,
dedicated to “my friends pictured within”, the Sea Pictures and The Dream of Gerontius, all
composed in 1899, soon followed by the Pomp and Circumstance marches and the
Cockaigne Overture. He then began a period of prolific output, including more major
choral works, two symphonies, a violin concerto and his last major work, written in 1919,
the cello concerto.
He is celebrated at the museum with a sculpture
by Jemma Pearson of an informal Elgar, about 40
years old, relaxing on a bench at the end of the
cottage garden, where he had an excellent view
towards his beloved Malvern Hills. The garden is
planted traditionally with ornamental plants, trees
and hedging, and there is a thatched summer
house. The Edward Elgar rose was bred to be in
bloom on his birthday, 2nd June. Carice looked
after Elgar’s dogs after his death in 1934, and
buried them in the garden; the graves are marked
with a headstone.
The museum also has a modern Visitor Centre,
with several interactive displays about the Elgar
family, their life and times, and historical features
of the period. It is possible to listen to many
extracts of Elgar’s works, and to understand the
significance of events which led to him composing
certain pieces of music. His wife was his constant
Sir Edward Elgar and Wendy
help and encouragement, even ruling the lines on
the manuscript staves for him, and walking long distances to send the finished manuscripts
for publication. There are some interesting original musical instruments and manuscripts on
view. The helpful audio guide gives a lot of information and made the visit very enjoyable.
This museum is easily accessible from Prestbury, and a visit is a lovely way to spend an
afternoon.
Wendy Price
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Beer and Hymns at Greenbelt, August 2016
August bank holiday is the grand finale of the summer for myself and a few friends as we
travel to the Greenbelt Festival at Kettering to experience worship, music, talks and much
laughter and fellowship. Just a few highlights were as follows.

The communion service on the Sunday morning attracts the biggest crowd at the big top.
This year the service was led by children who were all very confident. Justin Welby took
part in the service answering the children’s many questions – “Why were you chosen to be
Archbishop?” The sun shone and we sang out joyfully and loudly. We shared the bread and
wine with a circle of new friends.
On the last evening we went to beer and hymns at the Jesus Arms. People packed into the
marquee around the bar. But there were even more of us outside joining in with a pint of
beer and a hymn sheet to blast out our favourite hymns: ‘Lord of the Dance’, ‘I the Lord of
Sea and Sky’, ‘How Great Thou Art’ and even a few carols. There was a slight delay
between those singing inside and us outside that caused amusement. The light faded and
mobile phone torches had to be used to read the music. A few people behind us even sang
a descant. A grand finish to our festival weekend.
Gill Wood

~7~
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Music Has Enriched My Life
Music has always been part of my life. My earliest memories are watching “The Black and
White Minstrel Show”, and listening to my dad’s Glenn Miller records. I played recorder
and piano (for one term) at primary school, and learnt lots of ‘jolly’ songs at Brownies and
Sunday school.
For my tenth birthday I was given my own record player – in a box, with a needle, and an
arm that held several records at once and dropped the next record down in turn! I played
my records continuously – from The Osmonds and David Cassidy, through the Bay City
Rollers, to my long term loves – Showaddywaddy, and my absolute favourite – Elvis.
As we lived in Northleach, we didn’t get to ‘the pictures’ very often, so I used to buy the
film soundtracks on LP, and play them at home – I still know The Railway Children pretty
much word for word! At grammar school, I continued to play the recorder, but exchanged
my piano for the cello (again for just one term) I was in the school choir which sang every
day in assembly and every Friday the recorder group would play an exhibition piece – Frere
Jaques was a regular favourite of my music teacher
Outside school, I joined the Church Choral Society (the vicar at that time would not allow
ladies into the ‘proper’ choir) and joined the Bourton Panto Group, where I sang and acted
in lots of shows and pantomimes.
Once I married and moved to Cheltenham, I joined the Playhouse Theatre, where I mostly
worked backstage, but always took part in the annual ‘Old Tyme Music Hall’ I started
Rainbow Guide groups and taught my girls the songs I learnt when I was a Brownie. I also
joined St Nicolas Church choir, firstly under the wonderful Colin Smith, and eventually,
with ‘our Jerry’, who each week manages to persuade me that I am actually better at singing
than I think I am!
I still listen to music constantly, although these days I am more likely to listen to Magic or
Classic FM, than Radio 1! I cannot imagine not having music – it has enriched my life.
Jackie Smith
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Beetle Drive
A fun evening at St Nics on Saturday 10 September....there were lots of oohs and aahs and
shrieks ..and finally ‘BEETLE!’. ..most enjoyable and light-hearted ......refreshments and
raffle...always popular ...thank you to Jackie Smith and daughter Hannah for organising this
event.
Marilyn Powell
There have been many events organised recently to raise funds to provide a Harvest Lunch
on 2nd October for the community around St Nicolas. The beetle drive was just one.
Many people have opened their homes to provide tea and cakes and a jolly-good natter.

At Janet White's Tea party on Friday 19 August

It will not stop there!
All this is in addition to the regular Welcome on Wednesday time to have tea and cakes
and a jolly-good natter in the Church Room at St Nicolas on the third Wednesday at 2.30
each month.
Ed

Welcome on Wednesday – 17 August

Pictures by Marilyn Powell
~9~

October 2016

Prestbury Parish Magazine

~ 10 ~

Prestbury Parish Magazine

October 2016

Forthcoming Events
Prestbury URC Coffee Morning – Saturday 1st October 10.30-12.00
Please join us for our monthly coffee morning on Saturday 1st October from at 10.30 am 12 noon. As usual there will be a raffle, book and cake stall. Teas, Coffees and the
notorious toasted teacakes will all be served! All are most welcome.

Harvest Supper, St Mary Magdalene fund raising
Village Hall (GL51 9SR), Saturday 1 October, 7:00pm for 7:30pm
Come along to join in our Harvest Supper celebration! Good food, a raffle, a relaxing
atmosphere and the Bar will be open. Entry – £8.50 adults, £4.50 children. Tickets will be
limited, so please get in contact to reserve your seat(s) by Sunday 24 September
Ian Richings

URC Harvest Festival and Lunch – Sunday 23rd October 10.30
We would like to invite all friends to join us for our Harvest Festival which will take place
on Sunday October 23 at 10.30am in the URC. This year we are collecting dried and tinned
goods for the Food Bank and cash donations for WaterAid. After the service we are
holding our Harvest Lunch - which will be a two-course hot meal prepared by Home Flair
Catering with gluten-free and vegetarian options. Tickets (£6) are available from the
secretary, Fiona Hall (01242 511143 or prestbury@urcic.org.uk) and final numbers need to
be known by the Sunday 16th October.

Cheltenham Rotary Club Charity 10 Pin Bowl
On Monday 7th November the Rotary Club of Cheltenham is bringing back its popular
10 Pin Bowling event to raise funds for local charities.
The fund-raising event will be held at the Hollywood Bowl in The Brewery and will
commence at 6:30pm. The Rotary Club is inviting teams of six to take part and be
sponsored to support local Air Ambulance charities as well as the team’s own chosen
charities and good causes. It will be a fun and enjoyable evening, with friendly competition
for the prizes awarded for the maximum scores and most sponsorship raised.
Each team has a standard game, lasting approximately one hour, and this can start at a time
during the evening which the team finds most convenient.
People who are interested in registering a team should get in touch with Paul Clark before
31st October on 01242 517916 or by e-mail to p.clark778@btinternet.com for an entry form.
We look forward to hearing from you.
David Price
~ 11 ~
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Pub Quiz & Supper
Saturday 22nd October
in Swindon Village Hall
In aid of St Lawrence’s Church, Swindon Village

Doors open at 7.00pm
Supper at 7.30pm
followed by the Quiz
Supper menu
Jacket potatoes with a selection of
hot toppings (including a
vegetarian option)
Cheese

Salad

Apple Pie or Fruit Salad
Bar open

Raffle

Book as a team (max. 6 people,
please) or make up a team
on the night
£7 per person
Book now –
phone Karen Evans on 241678

~ 12 ~
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St Mary’s Church during the Restoration Works
The restoration works on St Mary’s Church, Prestbury, will start on Monday
26th September 2016 until mid December (end date to be confirmed). While
the Church will be closed during the week, part of the Church will open on a
Saturday and Sunday.
During this time services will be held as follows:Sundays
8.00 am

Eucharist:

9.30 am

Celebrate!:

St Mary’s
St Mary’s Junior School

11.00 am

Sung Eucharist:

St Mary’s

6.30 pm

Evening worship

St Mary’s

(First Sunday of month)

Capel Court

Weekdays
Monday:
Tuesday:

9.30 am Eucharist:
10.30 am Coffee Drop In:

Wednesday:10.30 am Eucharist:

Capel Court
The Plough
Capel Court

(no service at 7.30pm)
Thursday: 10.30 am Eucharist:

Prestbury URC

Friday:
9.00 am Eucharist:
St Nicolas
Please note change of time for the Friday Eucharist
Saturday*:

9.30 am Eucharist:

St Mary’s

(*Subject to building work, to be advised weekly)

There will be no Morning Prayer on a Monday and Wednesday morning at
St Mary’s during the restoration works.
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October 2016 Diary
Sat
SUN
Tue
Sat
SUN
Tue
Thu
Sat
SUN
Tue
Wed
Fri
Sat
SUN
Mon
Tue
SUN

1 1130-1300 Cantate Domino rehearsal
St Nicolas
1930 Harvest Supper
Uckington Village Hall
2 1000 Celebration of Harvest followed by Community Lunch
St Nicolas
1330 Baptisms of Seth Cartwright and
St Mary’s
Imelda Cartwright
4 1800 Study at Six
5 Priory Mews
1930 Tuesday Group
13 Rivelands Road
8 1500 Renewal of Wedding Vows of
St Lawrence
David and Maureen Fardon
9
11 1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group
St Lawrence
13 1930 Celebrate! Band Practice
St Nicolas
15 1730 Celebration of Harvest
Prestbury Hall
16
18 1800 Study at Six
5 Priory Mews
1930 Tuesday Group
13 Rivelands Road
19 1430 Welcome on Wednesday
St Nicolas
21 1400 John Mead - Art Group
St Nicolas
22 1400 Jumble Sale
Uckington Village Hall
1900 for 1930 Pub Quiz & Supper
Swindon Village Hall
23
24 1000-1200 Monday Club
Uckington Village Hall
25 1930 Tuesday Group
13 Rivelands Road
1930 Mothers’ Union
St Nicolas
30 1500 Memorial Service
St Nicolas
1830 Commemoration of the faithful departed
St Lawrence

November 2016 Diary
Tue
Wed

1 1930
2 1930
1930

Tuesday Group
All Soul’s Service
All Soul’s Service

13 Rivelands Road
St Nicolas
All Saints

Regular Events
Tuesdays 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In
1030-1200 Chatterbox
Saturdays 1030-1100 Team Surgery

The Plough
St Lawrence
St Nicolas
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Calendar
SUNDAY

2 Harvest

SUNDAY

9 Trinity 20

SUNDAY 18 Trinity 21
SUNDAY 23 Last after
Trinity Bible Sunday

October 2016

From the Registers
Prestbury
Baptisms
August 21 Charlotte Isobel Beveridge
Ella Grace Beveridge
28 Essie-Rose Joyce Leaver
Weddings
August
5 Thomas Cottam and Sophie Williams
6 Alexander Powell and Laura Free
13 James Murphy and Nicola Evans
26 Curtis Bateman and Georgina Roberts
Andrew Grainger and Katie Barnes
27 Mark Morgan and Carlena Taylor
Funerals
August 18 Colin Farmer
Burials of ashes
August 15 Eileen Edith Weeks

Elmstone Hardwicke
Weddings
August
6 James Pascoe and Jennifer Adams
Burials of ashes
August 12 Richard Francis Herbert Derrick

Swindon Village
Baptisms
August
7 Katie Rebecca Jones
Memorial Service
August 10 Phyllis Bennett
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The St Nicolas Church Choir
In 1963 Fr Reg Legg asked me to help form a choir, initially with seven boys, and so began
my 23 years as choirmistress. I was new to this job but the boys and I learned and
progressed together.
From the start our choir was affiliated to the RSCM (Royal School of Church Music) and
this proved to be an excellent source of new music and advice. Many of our choirboys,
over the years, attended RSCM Choir Days when they were held in the diocese, which
were enjoyable and inspiring. In the 1960s and 70s the singers in the affiliated choirs were
all male and I loved the sound they produced.
We received wonderful support from Fr Michael Vooght during his curacy. He always took
an active interest in the choir and encouraged new boys to join us. At one stage we had 15
choirboys producing a lovely sound and a good lead to the hymn-singing. Then, when we
moved into the new church, we were joined by Frank Merrett singing bass and my husband,
George, singing tenor. A few of the boys, when their voices broke, joined George on the
back row to sing tenor. Richard Scott, who joined our choir at the age of eight, still joins
the tenors when he is in the parish!

The St Nicolas Choir in 1980

The first organ I used was a harmonium in the old church. When the new church was built
Stuart Jones acquired for us a chamber (pipe) organ from a chapel in Somerset which was
closing down. Although this seemed at first a welcome gift, the organ tuning reacted badly
to the fluctuating temperature of the new building. Stuart tried valiantly to keep the organ
in tune but we had to accept that a pipe organ was not suitable. We reverted, for a time,
to piano accompaniment before purchasing an electronic organ which sufficed until we had
~ 16 ~
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raised enough money to buy an Allen Computer Organ. This was on the advice of the
organist at the time, Ken Claxton, and it suits the building perfectly. The excellent
organists who now play it produce some wonderful music for us to enjoy.

Jonathan & Giles Elliott and David Windsor-Martin
were among the first choristers to receive
the new Dean’s Award in 1982

We no longer have choirboys at St Nic’s but the music goes on, thanks to our splendid
adult choir under Jerry Spence’s expert guidance.
So I say, in the words of the Abba song: ‘Thank You for the Music’.
Joan Bell
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A Very Big Thank You
I should like to say a very big thank you to everyone who helped to make my last
appearances as team vicar so memorable. I seemed to have been saying goodbye to
members of the various congregations for something approaching a fortnight but Sunday,
18th September, brought it all to a conclusion in a very special and meaningful way for me.
I received so many cards, emails and other good wishes for my retirement and so many
apologies from those who were not able to be present for the Sunday afternoon tea but
who assured me that they would be remembering us all. And so many of you came, so
many that I was not able to speak to absolutely everyone but I am none the less grateful for
the fact that you were there to show your support for me as you wished me well.
The retirement gifts you gave me were truly generous and I am grateful and thank you all
for them very much. I have not yet decided what I shall buy with the cheque I was given but
I shall make it something that I shall be able to keep and use for a long time to come. An
added bonus was the set of screwdrivers from St Nicolas folk to help me (or rather my
brother Nigel) with the seemingly impossible task of assembling a new wardrobe I have
bought for my bedroom. Page 22 of the instruction sheets will tell us that the job has been
completed - if we persevere!
On my final Sunday evening I arrived home feeling tired but immensely happy at the day's
celebrations and proud to have been team vicar in the North Cheltenham Team Ministry
with the privilege of knowing you all for these past eight years.
With my love, prayers and very many thanks,
Fr Stephen

Marle Hill WI
The sound of a bell heralded the entry of Ken Brightwell dressed in his full regalia as the
Town Cryer of Cheltenham. He gave us a brief history of the tradition of Town Cryers, or
heralds and messengers bringing news. We learnt that the call ‘Oyez’ was Flemish for
‘Hear this’ from the days of William the Conqueror, and the message always ended with
‘God save the King’. The Town Council or the Lord of the Manor can officially appoint the
Town Cryer, the first of whom was in Marlborough in 1685. The Ancient and Honourable
Guild of Town Criers was formed in 1978. Ken himself was appointed to the position of
Town Cryer of Cheltenham in 1991, after seven years of writing and offering to do the job.
His duties include leading the Christmas Parade, acting as Mace Bearer, attending weddings,
birthdays and other special occasions. He can often be found in the High Street or Prom
advertising events. Ken also competes in competitions nationally and internationally.
Theatre outings and the Book and Craft Clubs are still proving popular. Wendy S. has a
Coffee Morning followed by Fish and Chips at Simpson’s! The Autumn Council Meeting is
at the Pump Room. Names are being put on the lists for another trip to Aston Pottery to
see it ‘Dressed for Christmas’ with a lunch at Little Compton on the way home, holidays in
Lincolnshire and Austria, and visits to Bristol Hindu Temple and Tyntesfield for Christmas.
Members are getting their knitting needles out to knit poppies to decorate the trees near
the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday.
Shaun McCormack is coming to our meeting on Monday 3rd October to tell us about the Yeomen of
the Guard. We welcome visitors to join us for the evening at 7.30 at St Nicolas Hall in Swindon Lane.
Sara Jefferies
~ 19 ~
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A Life Set to Music
Last Tuesday I was taken to see “Beautiful”, the song writers’ Goffin and King’s story, at the
Aldwych. Their chart toppers obviously featured large, and the audience, mostly of a
certain age, managed fairly well not to sing along all the time to “It might as well rain until
September”, “You need a friend”, “Will you still love me tomorrow?” et al.
Don’t we all have experiences linked to the music of a particular time, almost as a sort of
anchor for memories in the same way scents can have an effect?
I was in infant school when Kathleen Ferrier died and the head mistress, Miss Wooller,
took an assembly so we should hear something of her work and appreciate what a loss she
was to the world. We heard Euridice and I don’t suppose many of us had paid attention
before to serious music, but for five year olds her voice was unusual enough to stay in the
mind. In the following weeks Miss Wooller took us for musical movement, Dance of the
Sugar Plum Fairy for the girls, Sabre Dance for the boys, leaving us to interpret for
ourselves - surely way ahead of teaching methods at the time?
Perhaps that is how I discovered music as a mood changer, either soothing, cheering or
whatever one needed at the time. As a family we were inclined to sing to ourselves and I
benefitted from my brother’s taste for trad jazz and ballads from the American songbook,
Sidney Bechet, not forgetting mother’s love of Jimmy Shand and Al Bowly !
When we moved to Holland I was taken on a school trip to see “Ausfuhrung aus dem
Serail” but to my shame it did nothing for me. However, when the Scots Kirk in
Rotterdam introduced international services we enjoyed the multi lingual hymn sheet with
the choice of Dutch, French, English or German words to ‘Stille Nacht’ or ‘A toi la Gloire’.
It was really exhilarating.
Then a family friend decided to improve my mind and I found La Boheme and La Traviata,
probably still the best I aspire to, although if I had to choose I might still put Itzhak Perlman
and Larry Adler’s Summertime at the top of the list - this week.
There’s always room for more.
Anya Jary

Prestbury WI
On Monday 10th October Judie Hodsdon will talk about the history of Pittville from its
earliest days, with an emphasis on how little - or not - it has changed from Joseph Pitt's
original vision. I’m sure this will be a very interesting evening and will prove how much we
can still learn about what is on our doorstep!
Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of
each month and start at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road.
For further information on WI activities please contact Hilary Brick on 01242 517964.
Hilary Brick
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Team-wide Reading Group
This group has been meeting for a little over three years and meets twice a quarter, to
discuss what members have been reading. Initially, everyone read the same book, but we
discovered that it could be difficult to acquire sufficient copies at an affordable price.
As a result, we now more usually set a specific genre or topic, such as a detective story, a
novel written in the last 50 years or a book about the natural world. Devotional reading
may also be selected. This allows individuals to choose their own titles and then to share
something of what they have read at the next meeting
After we last met, it was suggested that, for a change, we might all read the same book, so a
classic novel has been chosen: “Oliver Twist” by Charles Dickens.
The group is open to new members and meets at Capel Court at 10:30am. There is no
charge and tea and coffee is provided.
The forthcoming meeting is on Monday 17th October. Please contact Deacon Jennifer if
you would like further information. Tel: 01242 700128.
Deacon Jennifer

Book Review
The Treehouse
Eccentric Wisdom from My Father on How to Live, Love and See
Naomi Wolf - published by Virago Press. ISBN 978184408245
“For teachers who help us climb”
Naomi’s ‘teacher’ was very close to home, in the shape of her father, Leonard Wolf, a wild,
old, visionary poet. This “tall, craggy, good looking man in his early eighties” is described as
“the kind of person who likes to convince otherwise sensible people to quit their jobs and
follow their passions.”
Herself a teacher, Naomi relates how this “true eccentric” who had “taught in every kind of
setting, for almost sixty years”, visited her house in the woods in upstate New York over a
period of six months, to help build a treehouse for his granddaughter, Rosa. Having been
too busy or resistant to listen to Leonard’s wisdom since she was a girl, Naomi decides that
she wants to be formally taught by this “very handsome elderly Lord Byron” lookalike who
believes passionately that everyone is on earth to “tell his particular story or sing her
irreplaceable song”.
The twelve ‘Lessons’ that follow are the chapters of a book based on his “yellowed lecture
notes”, inspirational words that open our eyes and ears; words that encourage us to listen,
be still, imagine, speak, dream, reflect, be passionate, ambitious, questioning, disciplined,
contented, accepting and proud of who we are.
There is so much to marvel at, learn from, enjoy, laugh and sigh about, that Leonard will
remain the most fascinating character on my bookshelf. Taking pride of place, this is truly a
unique and magical book that I open time and time again and one of the loveliest presents
my daughter gave me in the winter of 2010.
Carol Gunn
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Finance Update
Earlier this summer a simple message was sent out in the pew sheets asking for people to
consider increasing their giving to the church.
This is always a tricky subject. This year we are struggling to meet our commitments and
cover the running costs of our churches within the Parish of Prestbury. The shortfall is
about £1,000 per month.
Our main expense each month is the Diocesan Parish Share. This covers the costs of our
clergy: salaries, accommodation, pensions etc. This is £10,320 a month for Prestbury.
There are also the usual running costs of light & heat, parish office, stationery, church
supplies, etc.
We are now failing to meet the parish share commitment not because people are not giving
as much but because the Diocese is asking for more!
Our income is mostly through the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) that many of you over the
last few years have joined (I do thank you for this, the scheme has been a great success for
the parish).
If possible the churchwardens and I would like you all to consider increasing your giving by
the cost of a cup of coffee each week so that the shortfall is covered by as many of us as
possible across both churches. Wherever you worship within the Parish, be it St Nicolas
or St Mary’s, and whichever congregation is ‘home’, 11 o’clock, Celebrate! or midweek,
please be assured that you will be helping to support ‘our’ Parish.
If you would like to increase your giving within the Parish Giving Scheme the simplest
option is to ring the PGS office and have a chat with the very friendly ladies who will sort
out any changes for you - 01452 835595 or look at their website www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk – under contact details there is more information. Please
be sure to tick the ‘Gift Aid’ box as this increases the value of your gift by 25 per cent.
If you have not yet joined the scheme ask the churchwardens for the PGS booklet.
Gill Wood
Parish Giving Scheme Contributions
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Children’s Mental Health and Emotional Well-being
The Children’s Society works with children living in poverty
and teenagers at risk. As you can imagine, this covers a
broad range of work. Each month we are bringing you a
story from one of the areas of our work. Last month we
talked about Seen and Heard, a piece of work to help more
children talk about sexual abuse and exploitation; this month, I’d like to focus
on our mental health and emotional well-being work.
One in ten children in the UK has a mental health problem, yet each year around 30,000
children are turned away from specialist mental health services without further support.
Children living in poverty are more likely to experience issues with their mental health, yet
only one in ten mental health trusts see them as a priority.
We provide young people with one-to-one and group counselling with qualified,
experienced counsellors. For example, this year we launched Pause in Birmingham city
centre. Pause allows any young person to access immediate support – including group work
and face-to-face therapeutic support – on a walk-in basis. Pause will offer support to any
person who walks through the doors, so as you can imagine, the team has a vast range of
skills and experience. This service is for 0-25 year olds, and helps to bridge the gap left by
children’s mental health services and adult services.
As well as direct practice, In March 2016 we released the report Poor Mental Health, which
looked at the links between child poverty and the development of mental health problems.
The report’s main recommendation was that mental health trusts recognise the link
between child poverty and mental health problems, and take action to support these
children by including children living in poverty as a vulnerable group.
We also produced the Access Denied report. This report showed how children with
serious mental health problems are being forced to wait up to five months to get help as
services struggle to cope with rising demand. We ensured that, for the first time ever, 16
and 17 year olds are included in the mental health prevalence study conducted by the
Office for National Statistics and the Department of Health.
Last year, we worked directly with 577 children and young people on a one-to-one basis to
support them with mental health issues and we also spoke to 20 MPs, peers, civil servants
and local government officials about our Poor Mental Health report.
Your donations, prayers and time enable our work with children and young
people who are struggling with mental health issues. If you would like to read
our reports please head to
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/research
where you will find the above documents and more. Thank you.
Roseann Thompson
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Celebrating the Gift of Music in the Library
Music and song is not always associated with libraries but pop by
Prestbury on a Friday afternoon to hear our Baby Bounce and
Rhyme group put on an enthusiastic performance! Our ukulele
group who practise in the library is also going from strength to
strength!
Whether you sing in a choir or simply enjoy listening to music, our
musical notes below show how Gloucestershire Libraries can help.
We’d also like to thank readers this month who’ve discovered new events at the library
through this page. We look forward to keeping you up to date in future months.
With thanks Jo, Karen, Laura, Becky and Tessa

Baby Bounce & Rhyme Time
(2.15-2.45pm every Friday during termtime)
A relaxed session and a great way to meet
other parents and carers. We sing songs and
nursery rhymes (both traditional and new
favourites), shake rattles and bounce! After
the session, parents and carers are
encouraged to stay for a natter whilst the
babies play. No need to book and nothing to
pay.

Music CDs
Although we don’t have music CDs at Prestbury, they can be ordered online or chosen
directly from the collections in Cheltenham and Gloucester Libraries.

Music Sets and Scores
Gloucester Library has a large collection of music vocal scores and orchestral sets to
borrow. Take a look online to see the collection and how to order them. Gloucester
Library Music service can be contacted at gloucester.music@gloucestershire.gov.uk or
telephone 01452 426983.
The music library room is open to browse the stock Monday-Friday, 9am-1pm.

Naxos Music Library
A free online service via the Gloucestershire Libraries website. Discover all areas of music
from albums to artists, composers to labels.
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES
St Mary’s, Prestbury
Sunday

08.00
09.30
11.00
1st Sunday
18.30
2nd Sunday
18.30
Other Sundays 18.30
Monday
09.00
09.30
Wednesday
09.00
19.30
Thursday
10.30
Friday
08.00
Saturday
09.30

St Nicolas, Prestbury
Sunday
Tuesday
Daily
All Saints
Sunday

Last Sunday
Thursday

Said Eucharist
Celebrate! All-age worship
Sung Eucharist
Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court
Benediction in St Mary’s
Evening Prayer in St Mary’s
See page 13
Morning Prayer (excluding Bank Holidays)
for times and
Eucharist (excluding Bank Holidays)
locations of
Morning Prayer
services
Eucharist
during
the
Eucharist
Restoration
Eucharist
Works
in
Eucharist
St Mary’s

}

09.30
09.00
10.00
17.00

Sung Eucharist
Morning Prayer
Said Eucharist
Evening Prayer

08.00
10.30
18.30
18.30
09.00
11.15

Said Mass
Sung Mass
Choral Evensong (18.00 on 18th September)
Choral Evensong with Benediction
Morning Prayer
Said Mass

St Lawrence, Swindon Village
1st Sunday
10.30
18.30
2nd Sunday
09.15
18.30
3rd & 4th
09.15
18.30
5th Sunday
09.15
18.30

(excluding Sundays & Bank Holidays)

Together @ Ten Thirty
Sung Holy Communion
BCP Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion
Songs of Praise
Next is on 30 October
(alternates with St Mary Magdalene)

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke
1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.30 Holy Communion
5th Sunday
10.30 Holy Communion
or
18.30 Songs of Praise

Next is on 29 January 2017

(alternates with St Lawrence. On the Sundays we
host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)
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One of Beginnings
“It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised in the Jordan by
John. And straight away, as he came out of the water, he saw the heavens breaking open, and the
Spirit coming down on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my beloved Son,
with you I am well pleased.’”
Mark 1:9-11 (Revised Standard Version)

L

AST SUNDAY (28th August) I was worshipping with my wife at St Nicholas’
Church in Winchcombe. There was a baptism during the service for a little girl
called Freya. I have been thinking a great deal about baptism recently as my wife and
I will, on the 3rd September, become godparents to our friends’ little boy, Matthew.

I have attended a good many baptisms, both adult believer and infant, some as a deliberate
‘guest’ and others as a parishioner. There is always a sense of joy in the community at the
moment the baptised is welcomed into the Christian community. A little over a year ago
the Archbishop of Canterbury baptised Princess Charlotte at Sandringham Church, saying
that, at baptism, ‘our ambitions are rightly turned into hopes and prayers for the child’.
Whether you believe that baptism rids a person of Original Sin, marks the beginning of a
person’s Christian life or is a conscious decision by the person to become a follower of
Christ will affect your interpretation of the passage above from Mark. The baptism of Jesus
is found in all of the Synoptic Gospels but it is Mark who chooses to more-or-less begin his
good news with this event.
We won’t ever know whether Jesus’ baptism was a confirmation of the ministry he was
about to undertake, or whether it was a call to this ministry. What is certain is that Mark,
unlike later writers (notably Matthew), is utterly unembarrassed by the idea of John the
Baptist, the mere mortal, baptising the Son of God, who is both mortal and immortal. My
own interpretation, however, is that baptism is one of beginnings. This is the beginning not
just of Mark’s Gospel, not just Jesus’ ministry, not just the New Testament as we would
know it, but of the whole Christian story. We are here because of this event. We baptise
because He was baptised.
A lot of ‘churchy’ stuff has arisen from this passage, which bears little resemblance to the
life Jesus advocated or lived himself. Nonetheless I hope that people, when confronted by
the early church-inspired pageantry of baptism, continue to see the importance of
beginnings. Jesus’ Great Commission calls upon us to teach others the good news and
baptise them in His name. In 2016 church attendance dropped below 1million in the UK
for the first time ever. Fewer than 140,000 people per year are baptised in this country
today (down from 266,000 in 1980). It is imperative that Christians re-look at Mark’s
account and think of the importance of baptism.
I fear this article has moved from reflection to rant. It certainly was not my intention. Let
us hope, however, that our church leaders and attenders can get together, remind
themselves of the Gospel and, in so doing, remind the nation of this important beginning.
I will be very proud to call myself a godparent this coming weekend. I hope I can do justice
to the word of God and help this little boy explore the faith of Christianity.
Ben Forward-Davies
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