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Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 
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(except Holy Saturday, the day after Good Friday) 

in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, GL50 4PA 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 
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The Season of Advent  
HE SEASON OF ADVENT is a period of both repentance and 
celebration. Christians spend time in spiritual preparation for the coming 

of Jesus Christ at Christmas. Believers remember not only Christ’s first 
coming to earth as a human baby, but also celebrate His continued 

presence with us today through the Holy Spirit. 

Advent is also a time for worshipers to anticipate His return at the Second Coming of 

Christ.  The word "advent" comes from the Latin term "adventus" which means "arrival" or 

"coming," particularly the arrival of something or someone of great significance.  

The lighting of an Advent Wreath is a traditional custom that originated in 16th-century 

Germany.  On the branches of the wreath are four candles: three purple and one pink 

candle. In the centre of the wreath sits a white candle. 

On the first Sunday of Advent, the first purple (or violet) candle is lit. This is called the 

"Prophecy Candle" and recalls the prophets, particularly Isaiah, who foretold the birth of 

Jesus Christ. It represents hope or expectation of the coming Messiah. 

Each Sunday following, an additional candle is lit. On the second Sunday of Advent, the 

second purple candle, called the "Bethlehem Candle," is lit. This candle represents love and 

symbolizes Christ’s manger. 

On the third Sunday of Advent, the pink (or rose) candle is lit. This Sunday is called 

Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin word meaning "rejoice." The change from purple to 

pink signifies the transition in season from repentance to celebration. The pink candle is 

called the "Shepherds Candle" and represents joy. 

The last purple candle is called the "Angels’ Candle," It is lit on the fourth Sunday of Advent 

and represents peace. 

Traditionally, on Christmas Eve, the white centre candle is lit. This "Christ Candle" 

represents the life of Jesus Christ that has come to light the world. It represents purity. 

The season is for most Christians one of anticipation and hope, although at its beginnings 

the emphasis was much more on penitence, fasting and sin. For most Christians it is not just 

a celebration of a moment in time when a baby was born, but also looks beyond to a time 

when the Bible tells us that Jesus will come again, not as a weak and vulnerable baby but in 

power and with authority. The traditional Scripture readings for this time emphasise both 

the First and Second Coming of Jesus Christ, and our accountability for faithfulness at His 

coming, judgment on sin and the hope of eternal life. 

Advent is also a spiritual journey that Christians take, through the truths of Scripture that 

point to the birth of the Messiah, to a reaffirmation that He has come, is present in the 

world today and will come again in glory. It mirrors the journey of faith that Christians 

make after that moment of realisation and acceptance of who Jesus is, in that we take that 

first step of faith in commitment, continue hopefully to walk the road of faith and increasing 

understanding, and look forward to our destination, which is to be in His presence forever! 

May you experience joy, peace, love and hope this Advent. 

Fr Peter Brown  

T 
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Christmas Past 

Christmas 1970 was to be a very inclusive celebration, encompassing the in-laws, extended 

family, my brother and his family and our parents.  The latter had arrived a day or two 

earlier on the Norfolk Line ferry from Scheveningen.  It was lovely to see my mother so 

delighted at the prospect of an English Christmas.  I was (still quite neatly) 7 months 

pregnant, and somehow all preparations for the holiday were under control. 

In my memory the weather was bright and crisp, but I accept this is quite possibly untrue.  

It was just enjoyable to casually pop back and forth between friends and family, like I had 

always imagined people living in the same area did all the time.  We delivered presents 

here, had a mince pie there, and there were carol singers. 

My husband had made from scratch an enormous coffee table, following the Readers Digest 

Book of whatever.  The top was covered in ceramic tiles and it weighed a ton.  My father 

helped carry it in from the garage on Christmas Eve.  I can still see them heaving and 

straining every muscle.  The table still looked good in 2000 after being chalked on, hidden 

under, sat on and used as a Lego base.  I think it was the first year I read The Night Before 

Christmas to the children.   I still enjoy this myself! 

On Christmas morning my first little girl opened one of her presents to find a baby doll 

who talked when a string was pulled in her side.  She still remembers her and reminded me 

two days ago that dolly, who had a Bronx accent, was welded into a spotty pink babygro’.    

As the morning wore on the living room filled to bursting with a cross section of ages and 

fashions, notably a sister-in-law in crimplene hot pants.  The shortage of armchairs led to 

my not habitually jolly mother-in-law perching on my father’s knee.  He looked slightly 

bemused but gamely carried on with his G&T.  The children were amazingly well behaved - 

they had each been allowed to bring along one of their presents.  That plus being allowed 

drinks and crisps on the carpet may have overwhelmed them.  The adults were noisier, 

chatting and laughing, and the mothers among us had reached the happy state of "what I 

haven’t done now we can do without". 

As if on cue everyone began realising the oven timers would be getting close to buzzing and 

headed for their respective homes.  I don’t recall much of our meal but I’m sure we would 

have finished in time for the Queen.   

It was only just starting to get dark when I found someone, with dolly, swaying gently as she 

looked hopefully at the stairs.  "My go to bed?" she offered.  She was quite content, but 

couldn’t face any more food or merrymaking.  I picked her up, administered a lick and a 

promise and popped her into bed.  Ian I think may have been allowed some time downstairs 

in his "guessing drown". 

Did we watch Morecambe and Wise? Did we have celery and nuts?  I don’t know, but there 

was a nice rosy glow about the place. 

Anya Jary 
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Christmas Past 

Having joined the Royal Air Force in 1943 it meant that the next four celebrations of 

Christmas were totally different from the previous eighteen I had enjoyed in our home at 

Tutshill near Chepstow. 

For the first one I was in civvy billets in Wolverhampton where the owner was in the army 

and his wife had to take in forces or men on war-work.  There were two of us who had 

trained together and then two engineers and it must have been a job to make the rations 

go round.  Her daughter lived at home and there were two Dalmatian dogs I was not used 

to.  They were big and it meant if I saw them coming I would try to be near a chair in case 

they wanted to come up and put their paws on my shoulders. 

Everywhere was in black-out at night, the only decorative lights would have to be indoors.  

There was plenty of entertainment but you had to make sure to catch the last bus home, 

otherwise it was a three mile walk.  The two festive days were soon over and we were 

back to our studies. 

Before the next one in 1944 a lot of things had happened.  There had been the D-Day 

invasion of Europe and we again heard the old cry of, “It will all be over by Christmas.” But 

the Germans had proved tougher than was thought and the Japanese were equally tough in 

the Far East. 

We had sailed away and in December we were in a camp outside Cairo in Egypt.  On our 

first visit into the city we found that at the YMCA they had organised trips and we put our 

names down for one on Boxing Day. 

There was a service on Christmas Day in camp followed by a cooked dinner which was 

served by the officers to the men – an old army tradition. 

The following day, four of us got on the bus which took us over the River Nile and on to 

Giza with the pyramids growing larger all the time.  There were a lot of visitors and we 

were soon being guided around.  History had always been a favourite subject and here it 

was coming to life.  The awe inspiring tombs built for the Pharaohs were magnificent as was 

the Sphinx, which is not a free standing statue but carved out of the ground.  At that time 

the chin was supported by sand bags which had been constructed when the desert war 

shelling came close to the Nile Delta. 

We did the tourist things, with the inevitable picture taken with us on camels.  The weather 

was warm and so different from what we were hearing about at home. 

During 1945 peace had finally been declared and I was then serving in Khartoum in the 

sunny Sudan - “the white man’s grave.” It is between the Tropic of Cancer and the Equator 

which means that it is hot throughout the year, slightly more comfortable in December and 

ideal for a swim in the pool on camp after a Christmas service.  When the films were 

developed we signed the back of the photos as having been taken that morning. 

We began to see sparrows which had flown south from the winter at home and it made us 

feel even more restricted when the birds could achieve the freedom that we wanted. 

On Boxing Day a swarm of locusts descended on the limited greenery of the camp and 

worked their way through what was available.  When they left it was sticks and stalks and 

crunchy bodies to walk on. 
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After a year, I returned to Cairo at the Telecommunication Centre, Middle East which was 

on the opposite side of the city.  King Farouk came to the nearby racecourse and we 

celebrated with creamy cakes in the patisseries in Heliopolis.  The camp had a NAAFI, a 

cinema and a YMCA with a stage.  We performed a mixture of one act plays and enjoyed 

trips into town. 

It was good to be able to have pets again and they all did well with scraps from the cook 

house.  There was a programme of events for the holiday period to help relieve the 

boredom of not being repatriated.  We took part in a donkey derby and there were camel 

rides through the sand dunes.  The officers took on the warrant officers in a fancy dress 

game of rugby, with the fire brigade available to cool any tempers. 

We finished it with a trip to the imposing Nile Barrage.  We moved to the Canal Zone a 

few months later and finally caught the boat at Port Said. 

The next Christmas I was in civvy street, back to work and enjoying the English traditional 

Christmas with services in St Mary’s Church in Chepstow. 

Tudor Williams 

 

 

A Golden Wedding 

 

On Sunday 5 November we celebrated a very special occasion. Revds Elizabeth and 

Howard concelebrated at our Eucharist and afterwards we toasted their Golden Wedding 

with bubbly and lots of lovely cake.   They have been celebrating their anniversary for a 

couple of weeks with family and friends in various ways.   Lots of love and prayers for many 

more happy years together! 

Marilyn Powell  
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Dementia  

Readers may recall the piece on depression in November’s Prestbury Parish Magazine. Here is an 

article on Dementia and how it affects one mother and daughter.....   

  

Mum is 89, very intelligent and physically very healthy for her years but her memory has 

been getting worse over the last two years. I don’t know when having a bad memory turns 

into dementia; it seems that everyone is different and like many other families we are 

learning to cope day to day.  It feels like being on a journey of an unknown length or 

destination. 

I still comfort myself that Mum’s just got ‘a bad memory’ because if she had dementia, 

surely she wouldn’t know that her memory was bad? Mum is acutely aware that her 

memory is getting worse, so surely that must prove she has a certain level of facility, 

mustn’t it? I don’t know why it matters, but having ‘a bad memory’ seems less frightening 

than the word ‘dementia’.  

By ‘a bad memory’, I mean that Mum can’t remember being told something 5 minutes ago 

so she keeps asking the same question. It’s hard not to get frustrated as the ‘normal’ 

response in such a situation is to think that either she’s not listening, or she hasn’t believed 

what you’ve just said.  It isn’t fair to Mum, but I guess that’s the ‘logical’ response to 

someone who keeps asking the same thing. 

The bizarre thing is that Mum can remember poems she wrote as a young adult. Mum can 

also remember the shorthand she learned as a secretarial student 70 years ago, far better 

than I can - and I learned only 40 years ago! 

On a Saturday I take Mum my iPod and speaker and whilst Mum has a soak in the bath she 

listens to the songs from my ‘Songs that won the War’ album and she remembers all the 

words and sings along with gusto!  As I wash her hair, we sing along together and it’s the 

most precious time of my week.  Those are the times that I want to remember, not the 

times when I’ve felt impatient and frustrated at having to explain the same thing over and 

over again.  A friend who had a similar situation with his Mum said “try to remember the 

person she was all her life, not how she became due to the condition”. 

Mum often says that she “can’t wait to go” because “the longer I live, the more opportunity 

I have to hurt people”. That’s such a piercingly incisive thing to say and she’s right; almost 

every day there’s something that she says or does that shows that she’s getting worse and 

it’s painful and sad.  Mum used to call me 6 times a day just to check that I was nearby and 

OK; when I was busy at work sometimes it was quite inconvenient and I wished there 

weren’t so many calls. Now Mum can go all day and forgets to call me at all. It’s true what 

they say - be careful what you wish for. 

I’m not my Mum’s main carer, her husband is; a man of nearly 80 (with his own health 

problems) has learned to cook beautifully, give Mum her medication and take her to her 

appointments, whilst coping with some (sometimes) rather challenging behaviour. This 

condition doesn’t just affect the patients, but those around them perhaps more - and 

however hard it is for the wider families, it’s the ones who care 24/7 for whom it’s the 

hardest. 
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Visitors don’t seem to speak directly to Mum anymore. Perhaps they feel that there’s no 

point in talking to her, as she’ll only forget what they’ve said within 5 minutes, but people 

with Mum’s memory problem NEED mental stimulation, so if I ever wanted to give anyone 

any advice (though I’m far from being an expert), I’d always say do try to engage people 

with this problem in conversation and if you feel that it’s not worth the effort to talk as the 

patients will only forget what you’ve said, ask questions and let them talk. It’ll give them 

something to focus on and tell you about, and it’s often really interesting as the memories 

from their early years can be fascinating and (for my Mum at least) makes them feel that 

they HAVE got something of interest to say and are still important in our lives. 

I’m so proud of my Mum. This is all new to her and she’s managing the very best that she 

can, both to hold on to who she is and not to get frightened of what lies ahead. Mum 

remains cheerful and loving and (apart from one hard day when we had a lovely long 

telephone conversation which ended by her asking who I was) she still knows me. Every day 

I pray that that will last just one more day. 

A daughter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine 

This is the last Prestbury Parish Magazine in 2017. 

I wish to take this opportunity of thanking all those who have contributed articles and 

pictures over the past year making this magazine what it is, and to Harry Porter who types 

some of the articles.  Also to be thanked are Sue Fairclough and Edward Wyatt who 

proofread the magazines before they are printed.  Thanks also to Kate for setting up the 

printing and to Cyril, Ken and Nigel who stand over the printing presses each month.  We 

are also indebted to Richard Johnson who co-ordinates the advertisements and distributes 

magazines to local shops. 

If there is something you would like to see (or not see) in future magazines, please drop me 

a line to  magazine@prestbury.net  Better still, why not volunteer to join the editorial team? 

I wish you all a Happy Christmas. 

Brian Wood 
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Book  Review 

“The Gangster” by Clive Cussler  

Published in paperback in 2016. Clive Cussler is the world’s most successful author of 

adventure books having written over 60 novels. 

If you are a fan of the BBC series “Peaky Blinders”, you should enjoy “The Gangster”. Set in 

New York in 1906 it highlights the battle between good and evil. On one side you have the 

Van Dorn Detective Agency and their lead investigator Isaac Bell against Antonio Branco, 

head of the Black Hand gang of Italian mobsters. The underlying theme to the book 

revolves around a plot to assassinate President Teddy Roosevelt. The book captures the 

spirit of the time and paints a realistic picture of New York in the early 1900’s. It should 

keep you engrossed right up to the last page but I suggest that you read the list of 

characters at the start of the book as the cast list is very large. Hope you enjoy the read. 

David Crompton. 

 

 

 

An October Walk on a Blustery Day 

Ten intrepid walkers braved Storm Brian to walk at Croome on Saturday 21 October. 

Croome is midway between Upton upon Severn and Pershore. We did a slightly shortened 

walk because of the weather conditions but we all enjoyed the walk which included walking 

by the stream, around the lake and through the shrubbery. We all enjoyed a hot National 

Trust lunch. Our thanks to Janet Waters for another enjoyable walk. 

Marion Godden 

 

 

Pictures by Brian Wood 
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Gloucester Diocesan Synod November Meeting 

Although this may not be believed by all, I really enjoyed this Synod and left with a genuine 

feeling of excitement.  Bishop Rachel’s ideas on Synod planning are very definitely 21st 

Century! 

We always begin these meetings with a 9.30am Eucharist.  This time this was especially 

good because of the contribution from two young ladies of, I should think, around 11 and 9 

years old.  The older read the Gospel, Mark 10:13-16, whilst David Gardiner, as the 

Bishop’s chaplain, held a microphone for her.  This includes the words, “Let the little 

children come unto Me, do not stop them for it is to such as these that the Kingdom of 

God belongs.  Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God as a little 

child will never enter it.”  She read with great confidence and dignity.  Her younger friend 

joined her for the intercessions, which they shared by reading alternate verses.  After a 

slight hic-up with the hand held microphone, the younger also spoke out with the same 

confidence and respectful dignity.  The Eucharistic prayers were interspersed with 

questions from the older child and answers from the younger, for example, 

  “Why is it right to give thanks and praise?” “Listen and we will hear.” 

  “Why do we share this bread and wine?” “Listen and we will hear.” 

  “How do we follow Jesus?” “Listen and we will hear.” 

We adults in the hall all knew the words of the prayer so well but when each child’s 

question came, it made one stop - then think, “Listen” and yes, Christ’s Spirit is there, but 

so often we don’t stop and “Listen” any more. 

The major presentation of the morning was “The Church in Education”.  Across our 

diocese approximately 20,000 children are educated in our Church of England schools.  

These are not “Faith Schools” in the usual media meaning because they are always 

“Multi-Faith Schools” in that they welcome children of any faith, Muslim, Jew, Catholic, 

C of E, nonconformist or of no faith at all because all children are equal in God’s love. 

It was reassuring to know that 93% of our Gloucestershire schools are rated good or 

excellent by OFSTED inspectors and 90% are rated good or excellent by the S.I.A.M.S 

inspectors who have to scrutinise all Christian based schools in England. 

I was pleased to realise that our own school here, in Prestbury, is doing everything 

recommended by the Board of Education but I could see there is still a lot more we should 

also do if their young pupils are to continue being part of our church life.  It was reassuring 

to hear that our Diocesan Director of Education, who is a fantastically charismatic speaker, 

will be joining us again at the Synod in the New Year to discuss the next stage, that of 

reaching parents better and dealing with the sudden change for our children, faith wise, in 

their lives in most secondary schools. 

Amongst other official business matters we did discuss and then approve the diocesan 

budget for the coming year.  The Board of Finance is working hard at balancing outgoings 

with income in very active ways and is succeeding in cutting costs wherever possible and 

the historic shortfall is steadily decreasing but they are having to spend more this year on 

clergy houses because not only does this improve the life of the families living in them but 

as it was pointed out, “If a roof is leaking and you don’t fix it, you end up replacing the 
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whole roof!” It seems in the past things have not been at all swiftly dealt with so in 2018 a 

lot more of these chronic problems must be resolved. 

One surprising fact is that a year or so back, they budgeted for a decrease in trainee 

curates but this year the number of applicants is right back up again.  Extra expense in some 

ways but brilliant news of having more than anticipated priests in the future.  Who said the 

Church of England was in decline? Nonsense - never believe it - because when you stop and 

consider the numerous ways our quality of life is improved by the ongoing work of the 

Church you realise it is still contributing so much even if Sunday morning attendances are 

down. 

Sundays now mean working, shopping, sport and all sorts of things which leave no time for 

a conventional trip to the local church but “The Church” is around all through the week in 

many unexpected places.  Radio tags on Revd Liz, Deacon Jennifer and Father Nick, would 

immediately prove this. 

The final major item on the agenda was entitled “Being Church at all times and in all 

places,” a lively instruction and discussion on how to spread the news of Christ’s love and 

support of us all by example, in other words evangelising by living our lives from day to day 

according to our Christian beliefs.  Dr Andrew Braddock, director of Mission and Ministry, 

is a humorous but also a very thought-provoking speaker.  I left synod thinking, “Oh dear! 

Must try harder in future” but also restored by the substantial lunch Bishop Rachel’s Synods 

now end with – some of those present have a long drive home ahead of them and it is also 

a good time to have informal discussions and news swapping with other churches and 

deaneries. 

Lynda Hodges 

 

 

 

The Epiphany Supper 

We are very pleased to announce that St Mary’s Epiphany Supper will return to its 

traditionally form on the 12th day of Christmas, which will be Saturday, 6th of January 2018 

at 6pm. 

There will be a short sung service of Epiphany hymns and prayers led by Revd Liz followed 

by a hot supper with two choices of main course, also a vegetarian option, and a desert. 

Last Epiphany, I succumbed to a bad dose of influenza so the supper became a “Bring and 

Share” event. This year we are taking no risks and we have engaged a Leith School-trained 

Caterer to provide for us instead of me! Because of this, the tickets will be £12 each but 

this will also include table wine as usual and will be available from me, Lynda Hodges at 

St Mary’s, Brian Wood at St Nicolas and David Williams at St Mary Magdalene. The 

Epiphany Sunday services will, of course, be on the following Sunday morning as normal. 

Lynda Hodges 
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The ghost of Christmas past and the ghosts that speak to us 

“Christmas  - a humbug, uncle!” said Scrooge’s nephew.  “You don’t mean that, I am sure.” 

“I do,” said Scrooge.  “Merry Christmas! What right have you to be merry?  What reason 

have you to be merry?  You’re  poor enough.” 

“What right have you to be dismal?   What reason have you to be dismal?  You’re rich 

enough,”  returned the nephew gaily. 

What a magnificent story A Christmas Carol is!  It has themes appropriate to its time and 

messages for us today. 

We are all concerned about what we call the ‘commercialisation’ of Christmas.   We are 

concerned about the growing drive to accumulate wealth which the Bible warns “moth and 

rust will eat away”.  We wonder why already very rich people are driven to all kinds of 

ways to increase their wealth still further. 

You could say an obsession on the amassing of wealth seduced Scrooge into seeing every 

aspect of life in such terms. 

What can be done?   The solution to social injustice in “A Christmas Carol” is the 

redemption - the change in individuals (us?).  The world becomes a better place almost 

immediately following Scrooge’s conversion. Let’s hope and pray the real spirit of Christmas 

percolates through! 

The Christmas setting of Dickens’ classic story points to a traditional Christian 

interpretation of Scrooge’s redemption   Scrooge’s change of attitude is fixed in a deeper 

connection to, and investment in, the lives of other human beings.  Jesus urged us to love 

each other. 

“Peace on earth, goodwill to all people.”  

RG 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Prestbury URC Christmas Fair on Saturday 2nd December 

10.30am until 12 noon 

Why not start your Christmas off with a visit to our annual event which will give you a 

chance to stock up on some presents and essentials for Christmas? There will be cards, 

paper, books and toys as well as our usual cakes, tombola and teas and coffees. 

 

St Lawrence’s Church 
 

Christmas Tree Festival 

“Transport” 

Saturday 2nd December 

Sunday 3rd December 

11.00am to 5.00pm 

On Sunday join us for a special 
Together @ Ten Thirty service among the trees 

Trees decorated by local groups and individuals 
on a theme of Transport. 

 Vote for your favourite tree 

 Christmas goods for sale 

 Christmas Hamper Raffle 

 Make a decoration to take home 

 Live music with Cheltenham Ukulele Group 

 A visit from Father Christmas 

 Refreshments 
 

Free admission but we ask you to be generous with donations to 

St Lawrence’s Restoration Appeal 
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Tewkesbury Choral Society 
Regency Sinfonia 

directed by John Holloway 

Mozart  Mass in C Minor 
Charpentier Te Deum 

Handel Concerto Grosso in B flat 

Soloists: Alexandra Stevenson (Soprano)  Hannah Davey (Soprano)  

Timothy Clifford Hill (Counter tenor) James Way (Tenor)  Samuel Oram (Baritone) 

SATURDAY 2nd DECEMBER  7.30pm  TEWKESBURY ABBEY 

Tickets (unreserved)  £15 from Society members, the Abbey Shop 01684 856148,  

on the door, or  on line at www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s    

 Accompanied school children free 

www.tewkesburychoral.org.uk 

 

Prestbury URC Gift Service – Sunday 3rd December at 10.30 

The Annual Salvation Army Gift Service will be on Sunday 3rd December at 10.30am. 

  

Prestbury URC Church Meeting – Sunday 3rd December at 11.30 

The last Church meeting of the year will follow the service on Sunday 3 December. 

  

Musica Vera Christmas Concert 
Saturday 9 December 2017, 7.30 pm 

St Mary’s Church, Charlton Kings, Cheltenham GL53 8JJ 

With Coln Music Group 

Conductor: David Dewar, Accompanist: John Wade. 

Two Baroque settings of the Magnificat (Leonarda and Anon, attrib. Buxtehude)  

and seasonal music with audience carols. 

Admission Free (Retiring Collection) 

Angela Walker 

 

St Nicolas Patronal  PUDDINGS EVENING 

Saturday, 9 December 7pm,  St Nicolas Church Hall,   Swindon Lane 

with ‘Bags of Brass’   and lots of puddings!  

Tickets: £6     Tel: 523942  
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St Mary Magdalene Christmas Lunch 

Sunday 10 December, 12.30pm for 1.00pm, Village Hall, Uckington 

Full Christmas Fayre of 3 courses. Tickets £13.50, children £6.00 with Bar and Raffle. 

Contact Ian Richings 07771792865 or ianrichings8591@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Celebration of Christmas  

Monday 18 December at 7pm,  St Nicolas 

Please join the Celebration of Christmas at St Nicolas Church on Monday 18th December 

at 7pm: carols, candles, Christmas readings and refreshments.  A warm welcome to all. 

 

Prestbury URC Carol Service – Sunday 24 December at 10.30 

Please do join us for our Annual Carol Service on Christmas Eve at 10.30am.  

 

St Mary Magdalene Carol Service 

Sunday 24 December, 6.30pm 

A great way to start your Christmas … A traditional candle-lit service of candles and 

readings, followed by mulled wine and tasty mince pies. Something for all the family to 

enjoy, so don’t miss it! 

 

Prestbury URC January Coffee Morning –  

Saturday 6th January from 10.30 until noon 

The first coffee morning of 2018 will take place on Saturday 6th January from 10.30 till 

noon.  Raffle, Books etc and of course, the toasted teacakes!  

 

Burns Night Celebration, North Cheltenham Team Ministry 
Saturday 20 January 2018, 6.30pm for 7.00pm.  
Village Hall, Uckington GL51 9SR 

Haggis, Tatties and Neeps washed down with whisky or wine. Also … music, plenty of 

dancing, tartan - for those that have tartan, no matter otherwise - and a piper (from Four 

Weddings and a Funeral !) to pipe in the Haggis. How does that sound? Please do join us to 

celebrate Scotland’s National Poet in the way he would have wanted. If you would like to 

recite a Burns poem or lead a song then please get in touch. Veggie option available on 

prior request. Entry Price inc. food is £15. Ticket only, payment in advance please. All 

proceeds will be donated to Christian Aid.  

Contact Ian Richings 07771792865 or ianrichings8591@hotmail.co.uk 
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What is quirky in this photo? 

 

This was taken by Stella Caney in the church of Sainte Anne in Normandy last month. 

The answer is on page 31.   
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Remembrance at The Rock  

Members of St Lawrence & St Peter’s joined Revd Liz, Revd Iain Hoskins of Gas Green 

Baptist Church, local community representatives and local schools for the annual Act of 

Remembrance at The Rock. The newly restored war memorial looks fabulous and will be 

officially re-dedicated next year as part of the centenary commemorations of the end of 

WW1. 

Revd Liz 

Pictures by Sharon Macauly 
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Charity Trek to the summit of Mount Etna 

On 14th September 2017 I set out at 2am to catch a flight that would take me to an epic 

adventure; due to land in Palermo, Sicily 10 hours later. I did not know who I would be 

going with, what would face me once I got to this country, or how my asthma would hold 

out for this challenge. I did know that I was out there to raise funds for Prostate Cancer 

Research Centre, I was going to climb Europe’s most active volcano, and that my Grandpa 

would be there with me every step of the way.  

The first day was spent circumnavigating Mount Etna, venturing between 800m and 1800m 

for 42km. I found myself faced with the most beautiful sunrise I have ever seen, as well as 

coming face to face with cows, mountain goats and scores of butterflies. After trekking 

through long grass covered with crickets and pushing on through the rough terrain of the 

pine forests, we reached some rocky paths surrounded by old lava flows. At this point, I 

had the unique opportunity to explore one of the lava tunnels created by eruptions. 

Stepping into the mouth of the cave provided a cool moment of relief from the heat of the 

Sicilian summer. Venturing deeper inside was both a terrifying and phenomenal experience, 

for turning back after a few meters revealed that you could no longer see the mouth of the 

cave or any sign of daylight. With my head torch lighting up to a foot in front of me, I took 

cautious steps until I reached the furthest point before the cave had collapsed in on itself 

where we could go no further. I never expected to have this chance to explore within the 

volcano in that way so am very grateful that I took the time to venture off the path across 

the rocks to this spectacular sight.  

At the end of the first day, we descended back to around 1200m to camp ready for our 

early start to reach the summit. The camp was very basic and I got very little sleep due to 

all the sounds around me. However the 4am wake-up call still brought excitement at the 

day ahead.  

The second day involved climbing from 1200m to 3200m, quite a height to hike! Setting off 

in the dark involved us using head torches, before being greeted by another beautiful 

sunrise to guide the way forward. With the sunrise came the sight of the summit, over in 

the distance what seemed like another world away. Goal in sight, I ploughed on, with the 

terrain becoming more and more slippery, dusty rocks and stones that had once been 

molten lava. At one point, we were between two giant rocky craters about 30-40m deep, 

with only a narrow path for us to walk along so it was key to watch our step to avoid 

slipping down the loose path.  

By the time I reached the lunchtime rest stop at about 2500m, I was really struggling with 

my asthma with all of the dust being kicked up around me combined with the high altitude. 

In spite of this, I reached the summit at about midday with shaky legs and burning lungs. Of 

course with this came a sudden rush of emotion and achievement, I had done it! I had 

reached the top of the highest and most active volcano in Europe! All along the way I had a 

photo of Grandpa with me, so I brought him to the smoking summit to witness the breath-

taking views, smell the blasts of sulphur and feel the heat emerging from the Earth’s core 

itself; utterly phenomenal. I spent some time admiring these sights and taking many photos, 

before beginning the tricky descent.  

Instead of retracing our steps down the comparatively sturdy path, the way down set out 

for us was by sliding down the volcanic scree from the eruption in March earlier this year. I 
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found out very quickly that this was difficult, falling and cutting my hand open on a jagged 

rock. After this the descent went a lot quicker, almost passing in a blur after the excitement 

of the smoking southern crater. Sooner than I knew I had reached the end point, been 

handed my medal and been left to phone my family, assess the state of my dust covered 

legs, and tend to my still bleeding hand.  

Nothing can diminish the power that this challenge 

has had in my life, to push myself beyond the limits 

that I thought I could, and to do it for a cause and a 

person so special to me is the best feeling in the 

world. Sicily is a beautiful island and I will continue to 

venture to conquer more peaks after such an amazing 

experience at my first one! I would like to thank all 

who have sponsored me and helped me to achieve 

my goal.  

Sophie Bestwick 

  

Photos (clockwise from top):  
a lava cave;  trekking near 
the summit; and the 

smoking summit at 3200m. 

 

 

Photos (clockwise from top):   

a lava cave;  trekking near the 

summit; and the smoking summit 

at 3200m. 
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December 2017 Diary 

Sat 2 11.00-17.00   Christmas Tree Festival St Lawrence 

SUN 3 11.00-17.00   Christmas Tree Festival St Lawrence 

  1500 Christingle Service St Mary 

Tue 5 0930 Junior School Christmas service St Mary 

  1015 Junior School Christmas service St Mary 

   NO COFFEE DROP IN THIS WEEK St Mary 

  1030 Reading Group Capel Court 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1900 Advent Prayers St Lawrence 

Sat 9 1530 JC Supersound rehearsal St Nicolas 

  1900 Patronal Festival – Pudding Evening St Nicolas Hall 

SUN 10 1400 Baptism of Ronnie Russell St Lawrence 

  1430 Baptism of Adelaide Reeve-McKew St Mary 

  1530 Baptism of Belle Marvell St Mary 

Mon 11 1330 Swindon Village Early Years visit to 

Church 

St Lawrence 

Tue 12 1900 Advent Prayers St Lawrence 

Thu 14 all day Swindon Village School Christmas Concert All Saints 

SUN 17 1830 Nine Lessons and Carols St Mary 

  1830 Nine Lessons and Carols St Lawrence 

  1830 Nine Lessons and Carols All Saints 

Mon 18 1900 Celebration of Christmas St Nicolas 

Tue 19 1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

  1900 Advent Prayers St Lawrence 

Wed 20 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

  1930 Gotherington Singers Christmas Concert St Nicolas 

SUN 24 0800 Said Eucharist St Mary 

   NO 0800 EUCHARIST AT ALL SAINTS  

   NO 0915 HOLY COMMUNION AT ST LAWRENCE 

   NO 0930 CELEBRATE! AT ST MARY  

  0930 Sung Eucharist St Nicolas 

   NO 1045 HOLY COMMUNION AT ST MARY MAGDALENE 

  1100 Sung Eucharist St Mary 

  1400 Crib Service St Mary 

  1600 Crib Service St Mary 

  1600 Crib Service St Lawrence 

  1600 Crib Service All Saints 

  1830 Carol Service St Mary Magdalene 

  2330 Midnight Mass St Mary 

  2330 Midnight Mass St Nicolas 

  2330 Midnight Mass St Lawrence 

  2330 Midnight Mass All Saints 
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Mon 25 0800 Said Eucharist St Mary 

  0800 Said Mass All Saints 

  0915 Sung Holy Communion St Lawrence 

  0930 Celebrate! St Mary 

  0930 Sung Eucharist St Nicolas 

  1030 Sung Mass All Saints 

  1045 Said Holy Communion St Mary Magdalene 

  1100 Sung Eucharist St Mary 

Mon 25  NO EVENING SERVICES ACROSS THE TEAM 

Tue 26  NO SERVICES ACROSS THE TEAM  

   NO COFFEE DROP IN AT St Mary  

   NO CHATTERBOX AT ST LAWRENCE  

SUN 31  NO MORNING SERVICE AT ST MARY MAGDALENE 

   ALL OTHER MORNING SERVICES ACROSS THE TEAM AS USUAL 

   NO EVENING SERVICES ACROSS THE TEAM 

  1430 Baptism of Arthur Ford-Please 

 and Brody Henderson 

St Mary 

     

January 2018 Diary 

Tue 2 1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

Sat 6 1800 Epiphany service followed by Supper St Mary 

SUN 7    

Tue 9 1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

  1900 Easter Planning Meeting St Nicolas 

SUN 14 1430 Baptism of Sienna Wheeler St Mary 

Tue 16 1030 Reading Group Capel Court 

  1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

Wed 17 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

  1900 Communion followed by PCC Meeting St Mary 

  1930 Prestbury PCC Meeting St Mary 

Fri 19 1400 John Mead Art Group St Nicolas 

SUN 20    

Mon 22 1000-1200  Monday Club Uckington Village Hall 

Tue 23 1930 Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

Sat 27 0900 Wedding Preparation Day  

moving to St Mary’s for the afternoon 

St Nicolas 

  1400 Wedding Preparation Day St Mary 

 

Regular Weekly Events  (not every week in December – check Diary) 

Tuesdays 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary 

 1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

Fridays 1000-1200 Prestbury Friday Circle  URC, Deep Street 

Saturdays 1030-1100 Team Surgery  St Nicolas 
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December 2017 Calendar 

SUNDAY 3 Advent Sunday 

SUNDAY 10 Advent 2 

SUNDAY 17 Advent 3 

SUNDAY 24 Advent 4/Christmas Eve 

SUNDAY 31 Christmas 1 

   

January 2018 Calendar 

SUNDAY 7 Epiphany/Baptism of Christ 

SUNDAY 14 Epiphany 2 

SUNDAY 21 Epiphany 3 

SUNDAY 28 Epiphany 4 

   

   

   

  

From the Registers 

Prestbury 

Baptisms 

  October 8 Henry James Barker 

  

Albie George Beorby 

 

15 Rose Joan Dalton 

  

Theo Thomas Brophy 

Funerals 

  October 20 Frances Snape 

   Elmstone Hardwicke 

Baptisms 

  October 14 Harry James Berry 

Funerals 

  October 23 Dorothy Ada Booth 

Burial 

  October 23 Audrey Twidale 

  

Dorothy Ada Booth 

   Swindon Village 

Baptisms 

  October 1 Isobel Iris Willetts 

  

Archie Paul Shardlow 

 

8 William Arthur Mitten 
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The Journal of a Gloucestershire Justice A.D. 1715 -1756 

Journal of the Revd Francis Welles, Vicar of Prestbury, Gloucestershire, and 

Justice of the Peace for the County of Gloucester. 

Francis Welles was the Vicar of Prestbury 1694 – 1756. He was also a Justice of the Peace 

during the years 1715 - 1756.  He kept a Journal of his work as a Justice of the Peace for 

those 41 years.  We know this because of two articles published in The Law Magazine And 

Law Review in 1861.  (According to the evidence of the Journal, he died in 1756 aged about 

90 i.e. born c 1666).  It is very frustrating that there is now no trace of the original Journal.  

The articles tell us that the Journal was an ‘old vellum-covered book’.  Each page was 

divided into two columns the first of which is dedicated to matters relating to the Petty 

Sessions and the second to the proceedings at Assizes and Quarter Sessions.  The author 

of the articles clearly judges that it is the second column that is of interest but for local 

historians it is of course the first column – the local news - that would be by far the most 

important.  In these articles we therefore have much reporting of the Assize and Quarter 

Sessions and very little of the Petty Sessions.  A few items relate to Prestbury. 

His earliest act as a Justice of the Peace, dated December 6th 1714 (two days after he was 

‘sworn in’), is the issuing of a warrant against Wm Lyes, ‘convicted by his own confession of 

stealing wood from Mr Baghot, to pay 2s or be whipt;’ and, in the following February, he 

granted a warrant ‘to whip Jane Clement of Bp Cleeve for hedge-breaking and stealing 

wood from Wm Hobs’ (In this case it is interesting to see that there is no option to pay a 

fine! She may have been a recidivist but he was clearly a strict disciplinarian.)  An early case 

records that on Jan 4th 1715 he granted ‘a warrant to the overseers of Prestbury against 

John Barnard, for relief of his wife, then sick and chargeable to the town’ i.e. Prestbury.  

Later Mr Welles issued his warrant to the Constables of Prestbury and Winchcomb ‘to 

apprehend two dangerous wandering rogues’.  He also issued ‘an order to remove Giles 

Hobs and his wife from Prestbury to Charlton Kings’.  These cases are stated either as 

involving Prestbury or involving names of Prestbury residents.  The Petty Sessions were 

held in Cheltenham so we cannot be sure that the following cases were also Prestbury 

based: for ‘twice profanely cursing’ he orders Jane Richardson to be placed in the stocks for 

two hours;  Margaret Mealing and Jane Arcol appear before him for ‘haunting ale houses 

with lewd fellows’; and Frances Williams appeared before him in 1715 ‘to be examined 

about her great belly’.  

These are the only local quotes from the Journal column concerning the Petty Sessions.  I 

would expect that there are many more local references in the original column.  The 

quoted references add a little to our local knowledge.  I am interested to see that the 

stocks and the whipping post, which stood in Mill Lane just outside the church gate, were in 

use as I had only found one reference previously and that was to an illegal imprisonment in 

1610 (see Prestbury past & Present Volume 2 page 112).  The reference to John Barnard 

and his wife who was sick and ‘chargeable to the town’ raises the issue of caring for the 

poor which was the cause of much distress and anguish.  The same issue is probably 

involved in removing Giles Hobs and his wife to Charlton Kings.  

This same problem of caring for the poor was even more starkly illustrated in the one local 

case recorded from the Quarter Sessions.  In 1724 there was a ‘settlement case’ between 

Prestbury and Bridgeboat, better known now as Bridge Sollers, a small village west of 
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Hereford.  At issue is the place of settlement for the people concerned, i.e. which 

community paid for their relief if they were in poverty.  The couple, Samuel and Elizabeth 

Stinton, were removed from Prestbury on the orders of two Justices - Mr Delabere and 

Revd Francis Welles – as Samuel swore on oath that their place of settlement was 

Bridgeboat.  In fact, the couple moved to Bristol and in their five years there had three 

children of which two died.  Samuel’s trade was blacksmith and he decided to move to 

London and then send for his wife but she never moved.  She then went with her son to 

Bridgeboat where they were turned away and subsequently turned up in Prestbury where 

they were found ‘wanting and begging’ and were sent back to Bridgeboat by the same 

Justices.  They were again refused and taken back to Prestbury, where they were set down 

at the inn whilst the Bridgeboat Constable’s men went to find the overseers of the poor – 

in fact they just cleared out fast so the two were again taken in for wandering and begging.  

They were sent to the Brideswell until next Sessions.  (The Brideswell was the local prison 

and not the village lock-up, if we had one, so therefore probably Cheltenham or Gloucester 

where the Quarter Sessions were held.) The Sessions referred the case to the King’s 

Bench. The case then disappears from Francis Welles Journal and we do not know what the 

consequences were.  The fact was that such people were a charge on the rates and neither 

community was willing to accept the cost even though this poor woman and her son were 

kept wandering or imprisoned over a span of about four years.  This was the Welfare State 

of the time, known as the Old Poor Law, in action!   

The reference to Mr Delabere is interesting.  He is named several times in the Journal, 

often as Chairman of the Court.  No further information is given so whether it was a 

Delabere of Prestbury or not I do not know. 

The unknown author of the articles pays tribute to Francis Welles for his dedication 

pointing out that the lines of communication consisted of sunken lanes, mere ravines by 

summer and water-courses by winter, or deep wheel tracks.  The first engagement on the 

Bench at Quarter Sessions was in Gloucester on January 11th 1715.  What did it take to 

get there in midwinter?  He had frequently to travel even further afield.  The main road 

from Oxford to Gloucester passed a few miles south of Prestbury so the first part of his 

journey to these more distant towns would be via our narrow country lanes such as Pear 

Tree Lane to get to the top of the hill.  It is clear from the account of the Journal that 

Francis Welles was assiduous and conscientious in his attention to the duties though 

perhaps somewhat strict.  

Francis Welles was Vicar of Prestbury from 1694 to his death in 1756.  His Vicarage was 

the house we know as Three Queens in Deep Street.  Roger Beacham in ‘Prestbury: A 

Walk Through Time’ says, “When in 1694 Revd Francis Welles became vicar the house was 

said to have been ‘very ruinous’ but by 1704 had been largely rebuilt.” 

Where is his Journal now?  It seems unlikely that such a book would have been destroyed.  

It is probably on some private, or even public, library shelf somewhere.  I would be very 

pleased to know of its whereabouts.  

I am very grateful to Rebecca Sillence who drew my attention to these articles.  The Journal in 

which they appear is The Law Magazine and Law Review, May to August 1861, and is freely 

available on line. 

Norman Baker 

 Prestbury Local History Society  
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Prestbury WI 

On Monday 11th December we will welcome Jenni Scruton who will be giving us a talk on 

Bells and Bell Ringing. She will be showing us some model bells and giving us a brief history 

on them. We hear them ring but do we really know how they work or where they 

originate?   It should be an interesting evening.  

Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of 

each month at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Hilary Brick on 01242 517964. 

 

Other WI news……  

On a lovely sunny day in 

October a few of our 

members who belong to 

the Glos Federation 

Racing Club, visited Fergal 

O’Brien’s stables at 

Naunton to watch his 

horses on the gallops. 

Afterwards we had time 

to wander about the yard 

and get closer to these beautiful animals. Over a cup of tea Fergal told us about the yard 

and some of the horses he has in training. 

 

On 1st November we held our annual Harvest Supper. As usual the catering committee 

outdid themselves with a lovely meal. We enjoyed laughter and chat followed by one of our 

president’s quizzes! 

On 9th November our WI skittles team played Frampton on Severn in the county final. 

Unfortunately, we finished runners up but gave a good account of ourselves! 

Hilary Brick 
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Marle Hill WI 

Not having a speaker at our November meeting we started the evening with the business.  

We were pleased to hear that Hazel P and Elaine were recovering well from their ops.  We 

appeared to have had a very busy month with a visit to Fergal O’Brian’s stables and gallops 

on a beautiful bright autumn morning, drinks and nibbles in the Director’s Lounge before 

watching Alan Ayckbourn’s ‘How the Other Half  Loves’ at the Everyman Theatre, and a trip 

to the Christmas and Craft Show at the NEC (where we staggered back to the coach with 

lighter purses and lots of goodies). We joined other members of the Cleeve Hill Group for 

the evening to hear of ‘A Fashion Designer’s Journey’ by Karen van Hoff and Sue D laid our 

poppy wreath at the Memorial in St Lawrence churchyard.  We celebrated our Birthday 

with a meal and fun evening at DoubleTree in Cirencester Road and the retiring committee 

had a meal at Côte in Montpellier Terrace. 

After a break with tea, biscuits and a longer than usual social time, the evening continued 

with our Annual Meeting.  The new Committee was introduced, with some new blood, we 

learnt that our finances were very healthy and Sue Davies was re-elected as President for 

the next year. 

In December we have the Christmas Concert in the Town Hall, with the guest artiste being 

opera singer Wynne Evans (‘Go Compare’ but without the wig and moustache) who I 

understand is very entertaining. We are again entering a decorated tree in the Christmas 

Tree Festival in St Lawrence Church, our Christmas meal is at the Farmers Arms and we 

have been invited to parties at both Bishops Cleeve and Woodmancote WIs.  We are off 

again to the Town Hall to hear a talk by Michael Portillo called ‘All Stops for Westminster’ in 

January. 

Next year’s programme of events include a Musical Evening we are arranging for June, a day 

at the Races on Gold Cup Day, a weekend at Denman College, a holiday week in 

Bournemouth and maybe Malta and a trip to Richmond and the Poppy Factory.  Watch this 

space, or come and join us! 

Carole and Malcolm Brown are entertaining us with ‘We Sing for Your Pleasure’ at our 

meeting on Monday December 4th and Peter Berry’s talk on January 8th is titled ‘And the 

Wife Came Too’.  We meet at 7.30pm at St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane and visitors are 

always given a warm welcome. 

May I take this opportunity to wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year? 

Sara Jefferies 

 

 

A Quotation to Share 

I should like to share this quotation I came across recently written by Bill Keane, the 

American cartoonist. 

"Yesterday is the past, tomorrow is the future but today is God’s gift.  

That is why it is called the Present". 

Ann Cole  
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Hosting with HOSTUK 2017 

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares. Hebrews 13:2 

How true such advice can be. Hospitality is an equal partnership, the feel-good factor of 

offering it and the delight in receiving it. 

HOST UK is a charity whose mission is to give a welcome to international students in 

British homes for friendship and cultural exchange. Whilst not a faith-based charity, it values 

the offers of hospitality that result from awareness-raising in Churches through parish news 

and word of mouth.  

If you are unable to travel abroad, have “abroad” come to you! Our students are both 

curious and fascinated by our traditions and happy to fully participate in everyday life. If you 

have a curiosity about exotic places, or desire to improve a second language, or want your 

children to encounter those of other cultures and countries, we can offer all of this. Our 

international students bring something really special to such a visit and experiences become 

treasured memories for all and forever.  

Whilst we operate all year round Christmas or New Year is an especially valuable time to 

enjoy welcoming guests into your home.   

Consider what faces the international student this Christmas; a lonely hall of residence 

compounded with the uncertainty of their welcome from a Brexiting Britain. They may also 

be from a country experiencing conflict or natural disaster and if none of this applies, then 

they are invariably far from home, family and loved ones.  

Hospitality can be offered for one day (daytime only), three days and two nights at the 

weekend, or at New Year, or four days and three nights during the Christmas festive 

period.  

The choice is yours. And remember...your offer can be made at any time of the 

year. 

If you would like to know more please look at our website:   www.hostuk.org    

Or email us on: info@hostuk.org  

Or telephone us on: 020 7739 6292  

 

 

What is quirky in this photo? 

The "answer" to the question on page 18 is: 

The central stained glass panel has the bottom parts removed, presumably for repair.   So 

the "blue" behind the crucifix is the wall of another building several metres away.  

Unfortunately, it also appeared as though the Virgin Mary had lost her feet. 

Stella Caney 
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A new tradition – Library Story time with Father Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brush up your festive skills with our Christmas collection 

Knitting a Christmas jumper?  

Icing a Christmas cake?  

Playing carols on the piano? 

Look no further than our Christmas selection for young, old and particularly the creative 

types. We salute those who contemplate knitting their own stocking or making their own 

crackers. We also have a great selection of books telling the Christmas story itself and 

other festive tales. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With best wishes from all at Prestbury Library for Christmas and the New Year –  

Jo, Karen, Laura, Becky and Tessa.  

Last year we went back to a traditional Christmas at 

the library and invited a special guest. Instead of 

handing out toys, Father Christmas came along simply 

to read us all a Christmas bedtime story. We also 

enjoyed an impromptu sing-a-long at the request of 

one of the younger members of the audience! This 

proved to be one of our most popular events and we 

do hope you can join us this year with children, 

grandchildren or any other family members who 

would enjoy it! 

Tuesday 19th December at 5.30pm 
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 

   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
 1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
 2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary 
 Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer (excluding Bank Holidays) 
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 
   18.00 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 
   10.00 Said Eucharist 
All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
  18.30 Choral Evensong 
 Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty 
   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd Sunday 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong 
  3rd & 4th  09.15 Holy Communion 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise  
   (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 
  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.45 Holy Communion 
  5th Sunday either

 10.45 Holy Communion 
   or 18.30 Songs of Praise    Next is on 31 December 2017  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 

      host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)  
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Winter 

’M STARTING TO WRITE this as the nights are drawing in, just after 

the clocks have gone back.  In our house that’s the signal to get the 

candles out and makes things a bit more what the Danes call “hygge”. 

At this time of year we really notice the change of season, though we are perhaps 

not aware of the relentless rhythm as sharply and physically as our forebears 
were: “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under 

heaven"  (Ecclesiastes 3:1)   “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and 

harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.” 
(Genesis 8:22) 

Winter can put a damper, often literally, on many activities, including travel.  
Even in the lands of the Bible, which we think of as being hot and sunny but 
which can have harsh winters, Paul and the apostles often stayed put during the 

winter: “As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to 

me at Nicopolis, because I have decided to winter there.” (Titus 3:12)    

“Since the harbour was unsuitable to winter in, the majority decided that we 

should sail on, hoping to reach Phoenix and winter there.“(Acts 27:12)  

It’s not surprising then that winter can be a metaphor for spiritual adversity, 

when God perhaps seems far away - or in CS Lewis’s words “Always winter, 

and never Christmas”.   But I prefer to see winter as much more positive than 

this.  The great thing about winter is that - except in Narnia - it will be followed 
by spring:  “See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone.  Flowers 

appear on the earth; the season of singing has come” (Song of Songs 2: 11-12) 

This springtime re-growth, whether literal or spiritual, would not be possible 

without the rest and regeneration of winter.    The earth needs to take a break 
and so do we.   For Christians, we have the perfect way to re-charge the 
batteries as throughout the great seasons of Advent and Christmas - the first 

thoughtful and solemn, the second celebratory and joyous - we listen to the 
word of God.  Through it may we be refreshed and re-energised for the new 
year. 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without 
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the 

sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: it will 

not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the 
purpose for which I sent it. (Isaiah 55: 10-11) 

May you all have a peaceful and restful Christmas-time. 

Jerry Porter 
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Parish Directory continued 

 St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net 

Planned Giving & Stewardship 
Parish Giving Scheme and Gift Aid 

Gill Wood 515941 
gill.wood@prestbury.net 

Electoral Roll Officer 
Brian Wood, 2 Honeysuckle Close 515941 

brian.wood@prestbury.net 

Parish Magazine 
Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising & Sales: Richard Johnson 224823 
advertising@prestbury.net 

 
 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is the Sunday 2 weeks before this. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

c/o 2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

February Magazine Deadline: Sunday 14 January 2018 

 Future Theme:  February Church Buildings 

  



 

 
 


