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The office is open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am 
(except Holy Saturday, the day after Good Friday) 

in St Nicolas Room, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, GL50 4PA 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
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the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 
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A Church at the Heart of Every Community 

 DON’T KNOW about you but whenever I am out and about, I nearly always 

pop into the local church.  Whenever I spend time in church (praying, 
checking service registers, filling in paperwork, or setting up for a service) I 

am nearly always joined by someone just passing by who has popped in for a 

moment of quiet, to tend a grave, or to light a candle for someone for whom 
they want to pray. 

Of course a church is more than bricks and mortar. It is a community of people who, 

together, live in relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 

There is a church at the heart of every community. And each one puts its faith in action. 

Our churches run food banks and night shelters, host exercise classes, organise farmers 

markets, and so much more. 

Our churches belong to everyone.  The buildings are often one of the oldest buildings in 

the community, and in rural areas they are often the only community building.  These 

communities often use their churches in imaginative ways. 

Just outside Gloucester, in the tiny hamlet of Rudford, the church is used for monthly quiet 

days along with the Victorian school room next door.  In other places the church is also the 

local post office, and here in our North Cheltenham team our churches host coffee drop 

ins, are used for wonderful events such as the recent Epiphany supper, and have even 

hosted egg rolling down the aisle on Easter day! 

When you drop by a church, just think about the number of prayerful people who have 

stepped over the threshold through the years, and all the prayers of the faithful that have 

helped create the special atmosphere that people sense when they step inside. 

In St Lawrence church Swindon Village there are some leaflets produced by Lifewords that 

help you take a meditative tour around the church.  You may like to take this magazine 

with you as you visit a church and think about the following as you do. 

The doors – are a symbol of God who welcomes each one of us into God’s presence. 

The font – the starting point for many people on their journey of faith – what might you 

want to start afresh by leaving behind? 

The pulpit – there may not be anyone preaching when you visit a church, but listen in the 

silence for God’s voice. 

The aisle – imagine the thousands of people who have walked here before you.  Some 

come weekly, some come for those moments on life’s journey – to bring their child for 

christening, to be married or to say farewell to a loved one.  All those life stories in this 

one place. 

The walls, pillar and roof – think how long they have stood there, immovable and solid. 

Imagine the storms they have withstood.  For centuries people have come to church to 

find shelter and refuge from the storms of life. You may be feeling battered by life ’s 

storms at the moment.  Pray for God’s protection and peace. 

continues 

I 
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 A Church at the Heart of Every Community  continued 

 

A prayer 

God of our journey, we thank you for your church throughout the ages. 

Thank you for all those people who have walked the journey before us. 

Thank you for the community of faith that gathers here week by week, 

And who share your love within our community. 

Help us to know your presence with us, both inside this building 

And alongside us day by day. 

Amen. 

Revd Liz 

 

For more information about Rudford Retreats see www.highnamchurch.org/rudford/ 

For more information about Lifewords visit www.sgmlifewords.com 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine 

The theme running through this month’s magazine is Church Buildings.  Once again our 

contributors have come up with a variety of articles on this theme. 

More than once we read a church is more than a building – it is people.  To get more 

people into our buildings a good welcome is essential; not just from the people but also 

from the buildings – we love them but they must not be cold and dark. 

The cover picture of St Mary’s Church was taken some 11 years ago.  Can you spot any 

changes in that time?  Bernard Parkin surveyed the church in 1945.  A copy of his plan is 

reproduced in this magazine.  You can play spot-the-differences. 

The July 1999 edition of this magazine contained an article The Siting of the Church by 

Edward Wyatt.  This was to be the first in a series on Church Architecture which 

concluded in November 2001.   This fascinating series is well worth another reading.  If you 

have not kept your copies you can read the series online. Go to 

     http://www.prestbury.net/magazine/church_architecture/index.htm  

By the time you read this Christmas will be a distant memory.  To remind you there are 

pictures of us enjoying ourselves at this time. 

There are all the usual features and more general articles for you to enjoy.  Please keep 

writing articles and snapping our events and submitting them to  magazine@prestbury.net 

If you would like to help produce the magazine or make suggestions please step up. 

Brian Wood 

  

http://www.prestbury.net/magazine/church_architecture/index.htm
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Churches that have stayed in my mind 

Thinking about different churches that have stayed in my mind, I can’t help wondering to 

what extent the various styles of architecture, and inclusion of religious artefacts for 

instance, enhances the experience of being in church. 

For example the Scots Kirk in Rotterdam, a post war building, warm and light, was stark in 

its plainness, not helped by the extensive blue carpeting chosen I suppose to match the 

Saltire over the pulpit.  All the woodwork and pews were of a light colour, there were no 

flowers or wall hangings.  The services were very simple, the Eucharist consisted of a 

couple of passages once a month, certainly not intimidating, but as a teenager I felt little 

involvement and no inspiration.  There were plenty of opportunities to join in social events 

with the almost exclusively English speaking members, and the minister was very well 

thought of, but to my shame what I remember most is babysitting his two little boys, who 

had picked up some Dutch with a Glaswegian accent. 

A different kind of simplicity was apparent in a tiny cliff top Greek Orthodox Church on 

one of the (I think) Ionian islands.  The walls burned white hot against the sky, outwardly 

sturdy but intimate inside, with just a few hanging candle holders and a small altar;   it 

seemed unused.  A notice warned women were not allowed beyond a certain area.    Why 

did it feel so sacred, so special?  Maybe the climb to the top, the majesty of the solitary 

building against the sea and sky, the dazzling light?   It inspired awe and a sense of dedication 

and humility, none of the breath-taking impact man-made. 

Last autumn I visited for the first time the little hamlet in northern Holland where my 

father grew up.  The stone built church rested on a mound in the midst of a few traditional 

shuttered houses.  Pebbles were placed in one corner of the burial grounds. 

A small tower had collapsed two hundred years ago. Inside the ceiling and walls were clad 

in painted wood, blue again, a dull Saxe shade this time.  The unclear layout gave few clues 

as to where my grandparents might have sat or kneeled, the pews were at unusual angles, 

but the tiled floor felt ancient, and I stood for a while with my daughter, just looking.   We 

walked over to a table at the side of the main space and saw a Star of David and a menorah.  

Were the stones outside placed in memory of lost loved ones?  Certainly my father had 

talked about Jewish playmates in the early years of the last century. 

As we were holding back the studded oak door to leave we saw a framed notice in the 

hallway.  I translated out loud for my daughter and we took in the implications of the 

matter of fact statement.  It was to the effect that there had been for many years a Jewish 

community in the area,  but after 1945 the synagogue was no longer needed.  Maybe 

whoever penned the notice felt further words would have been futile. 

Since the end of the war the little Dutch Reformed church has been shared with the few 

Jewish worshippers living in the area, who use it as a synagogue when needed. 

Anya Jary 
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A Trainee Architect and the Link with Prestbury Church  

Six months before the end of World War II, I left school.  Offered a position as trainee 

architect because I could draw well and both my father and grandfather were ecclesiastical 

woodcarvers of note, I joined the firm of Ellery Anderson, Roiser and Falconer one week 

before my fifteenth birthday.  Their offices were in Imperial Square opposite Cheltenham 

Town Hall and they were architects to the Ladies’ College, Pate’s Grammar School, St 

David’s cathedral in west Wales, Hereford cathedral and many churches in the Gloucester 

and Hereford dioceses. 

The war had yet to end but that end was in sight.  Six months later, in May 1945, European 

hostilities came to an end and to celebrate victory Jim Roiser, the senior partner, sent me 

along to the Cadena Corner House on the corner of the Promenade to buy five sticky 

buns.  He had decided to buy one each for the entire staff of five souls.  My reaction was 

one of elation at being chosen for the errand to mark this milestone in history.  The senior 

partner paid for the buns out of his own pocket and not from petty cash.  A generous act. 

Since I joined the firm I had spent most of the time accompanying Mr Roiser around bomb-

damaged properties in Tivoli and Montpellier and touring Gloucestershire and 

Herefordshire churches that had fallen into disrepair during the war.  This neglect was 

especially so regarding church towers and belfries whose bells had remained silent for six 

years.  It will be remembered that, like the beacons that were lit on hills throughout the 

country when the Spanish Armada was sighted in 1588, church bells would only be rung as 

a countrywide alert should Nazi forces invade England.  The churches in small villages 

suffered most of all as all able-bodied men were either serving in the armed forces or 

working very long hours on the land.  Church tower maintenance was nil and I remember 

more than one belfry where the bells were completely buried in jackdaws’ nests.  I enjoyed 

every minute at the architects on the 5/- per week I was earning. 

One day, during the hot days at the end of May 1945, Mr Roiser summoned me into his 

office.  “Now then, lad” (he always called me lad) “I would like you to do a survey, make 

detailed plans, elevations and sections to a scale of eight feet to one inch.  You’ll be doing 

this unsupervised but you can take Miss Jefferies with you to hold the other end of the 

measuring tape.”  Thinking I might be required to survey someone’s garden shed, I was 

somewhat taken aback when he pointed me in the direction of St Mary’s Church, 

Prestbury.  “Oh, by the way,” he added, “Prestbury is High Church so if the Vicar comes in 

while you are working, call him Father.”  I can hear his words to this day. 

All this was five months before my family moved from Pittville to Prestbury.  My mother, 

father and grandparents all worshipped at All Saints and I was a regular banner-bearer there 

at festivals so I was well-used to High Church rituals.  Since the age of ten I had been mad 

keen on horse racing and Prestbury Park was my childhood playground.  The village was full 

of trainers and jockeys and avid followers of the sport and Prestbury to me at that time of 

adolescence was as much holy ground as “the church.” 

So off on our bicycles went Rosemary Jefferies, the pretty 17-year-old secretary and myself, 

equipped with surveyor’s tape, pencil and pad on a hot, sunny May morning with not a care 

in the world.  We bought ice creams at the village shop, enjoyed them in the churchyard 

sunshine and then went inside and began work.  We had no communication with our 

employer for a week. 
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“Good morning, Father,” I said when Vicar Hill walked up the aisle towards the sacristy, 

remembering my instructions.  Vicar Hill was a man exceeding three score years and ten 

and was somewhat eccentric.  For instance, in the bitter winter of 1947 he walked from the 

Vicarage in Deep Street to Church House through the snow and slush without a walking 

stick to attend the Choir Supper.  (Church House was the church hall, had previously been 

the Kings Arms skittle alley and is now a car park.)  To keep out the cold he was clad not 

only in his voluminous black cassock but wrapped overall in the eiderdown from his bed.  

His forte was that he could intone beautifully as, in those far off days, plainsong was 

paramount at St Mary’s. 

The surveying took a week to complete.  During that time I learned of every nook and 

cranny in the church, the same nooks and crannies in which Bob Dowdeswell, Tower 

Captain in the 1950s and 60s, concealed microphones when he recorded the wedding 

ceremony of Pamela Humphreys and myself in 1955.  Pam was a member of the ladies ’ 

choir and it was not long before I, already a bellringer, joined the men’s choir to be a little 

closer to her at choir practices and services than in my pew down in the church.  I quickly 

became a server, the diocesan flag putter-up and taker-down, the clockwinder and a 

member of the church council.  I had fallen in love with St Mary’s due to my architectural 

involvement, and because of that had also fallen in love with my future wife. 

After I had committed my notes and measurements to the scale required as detailed 

drawings, my employer found no need for correction and the work was sent to Bevans of 

Gloucester who used them to install the new heating system at St Mary’s.  Tired of the 

miniscule salary I was 

being paid and seeing 

little opportunity for 

advancement, I handed 

in my notice to Jim 

Roiser a week or two 

after the survey and 

joined Spirax 

Manufacturing Co. in 

Charlton Kings.  Now 

studying engineering, in 

less than a month I 

found myself drawing 

steam systems for the 

very same man who 

used my survey to 

install the heating at St 

Mary’s.  He, too, had 

changed jobs for one 

with far greater 

prospects. 

That six months as a trainee architect and the link with Prestbury Church as a 15-year-old 

was a very positive foundation for my life. 

Bernard Parkin  
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Our Church of St Luke, Tutshill 

We three brothers, Leslie, Edgar and Tudor, were lucky enough to start our education at 

the Church of England School about a quarter of a mile from our home in Mopla Road in 

the Gloucestershire village of Tutshill.  There was always someone to walk up the road 

with as it served our village,  then down the Beachley Road, Gloucester Road and up past 

the building to Woodcroft and Bishton.  It was an old building which was sometimes added 

to, much to the interest of the pupils. 

In the playing field a hall was built which was known as The Institute, and all sorts of events 

were put on for our custom, often at the weekends or evenings. I remember being 

fascinated by pictures and objects which accompanied a visit by some missionaries who had 

come from far away Africa – little realising that I would go there one day. 

A magic lantern show became very dramatic when Sonner Sayce (?) stood too near and his 

eyebrows caught fire. We also had a visit from the Osiris Players, an all-female company 

from faraway Cirencester who gave us scenes from Shakespeare - probably my first 

encounter with the Bard of Avon. 

The hall would be used for changing by visiting teams and no doubt school dinners featured 

there somewhere. Oddly enough, in our bathroom, we have a fluted porcelain lamp shade 

which came our way when there was a change in decoration. 

At the front of the school building there was a heavy gate we liked to swing on and helped 

cut down the speed of departing students. We also had a tag game there with the drain 

pipes used as relievo posts. 

We were lucky with our teachers and I remember with affection Miss Harry, Dolly Nichols, 

Miss Curzon, and Gaffer Webb who was the Headmaster. Unhappily his son Geoffrey fell 

beside a train he was catching and lost the use of his arm. He later came to work (like me) 

at the Black and White coach station and his wife Mary became involved with life at 

St Nicolas Church. 

The one school wall was the one that skirted the graveyard for St Luke’s Church and many 

times we clambered over to have a game of hide and seek amongst the gravestones. We 

became good friends with the gravedigger (Jack King ?) who patiently answered all our 

questions. 

My brother Edgar was in the church choir until there was a new choirmaster. He said that 

someone was singing flat and after solo trials, it was my brother who was the culprit. 

However, to relieve any disappointment, he was relegated to pumping the organ. He did 

this with pleasure when he found it was better paid than being in the choir. 

At the back of the church there was a massive holly tree and alongside it was an old rusty 

pump to obtain water when putting flowers on the graves. We did play Robin Hood with 

these and were known to move flowers from graves which had a lot to ones which did not 

receive any. 

Behind the pump was a cut through to Church Cottage which was the rather sombre 

building alongside. There lived Edgar’s friend Ralph Ward with his mother Fanny who was 

the postmistress in the Post Office and his father Bert who was the postman. We used to 
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go there to play and it was a rather spooky old place with a long gloomy corridor at the 

back. 

A later family to live there was the Rowling family - with the daughter Joanne attending the 

school and at the weekends helping to keep the church clean. One day she signed the 

church register as J K Rowling which has since had a value of its own. I could see that she 

might easily have got her Harry Potter inspiration from the old cottage. 

Our parents are buried together in the churchyard and we have attended a number of 

memorial services over the years. It always felt like coming back home to be inside 

St Luke’s again. 

Tudor Williams 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Bakestall 

Thanks to the generosity of our bakers and buyers, we have been able to send £360 to our 

charities during 2017.  Thank you to all. 

Margaret Waker 

 

 

Book  Review 

Spirit Boy 

by Paul Apowida 

ISBN 978-1-909269-12-5   available through www.afrikids.org 

This book was recommended to me after I went to Ghana with the charity Cerebral Palsy 

Africa to work with disabled children.  I had never heard of the phenomenon of spirit 

children before and found the book shocking, informative and inspiring.  It is the biography 

of a young man who uncovers his past, how he survived numerous attempts on his life as a 

baby, was rescued and smuggled to safety in a children’s home where he grew up pursuing 

dreams to fulfil his artistic passions.  Then his journey back to his village to meet the 

concoction men who had tried to poison him. It is a truly moving story of reconciliation 

and forgiveness, whilst chronicling the birth of the charity Afrikids. It opened my eyes to 

practices that still exist today, the importance of cultural awareness and diversity, the 

powerful effect of poverty and the struggle between good and evil and how blurred that can 

sometimes be. 

This is a thought provoking book which shows a side of Africa rarely seen by the rest of the 

world. 

Diane Lyle 
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Church Buildings 

This could be a subject as dry as the great blocks of stone that frequently make up the 

fabric of your average Church Building ... hang on a minute ... how about ..... Paddy’s 

Wigwam, situated in that great city of diversity, namely Liverpool! This is an exception. 

When I think of church buildings do I immediately have in mind the one we ‘oldies’ used to 

attend called St Nicolas and which was demolished to make way for the present building? 

This original building I believe was constructed around the early 1930’s and in the 

architectural era known as Art Deco or similar. Everything was streamlined and smooth. 

Our Church was an exception and was once described as resembling a large Garden Shed, 

not at all complimentary. 

At the other end of the style of church buildings I think of the magnificent Salisbury 

Cathedral which we pass on our way to Poole to visit family. I just cannot believe the skills 

of mediaeval craftsmen, and women, who constructed this building with a spire reaching 

404 feet 6 inches (8 inches on a hot day!) This is reputed to be the tallest church structure 

in the country. 

I have read a book describing the building of this Cathedral and in those days ‘elf & safety’ 

was not invented. Many workers fell to their deaths from great heights or were crushed, 

maimed and injured whilst working. The methods used to raise very heavy blocks of stone 

were unbelievable, there were no steam or hydraulic cranes in those far off days. 

Right at the beginning, I was in the usual class of Art students at our school but the master 

in charge, ‘Pa’ Burgoyne was an expert on Church Architecture. I was told years later by a 

teacher here in Cheltenham that he was an advisor to the government of the day on 

matters ‘Heraldic’. 

I was intrigued by the above subject. We started with the Saxon period and progressed 

through the so called Gothic era on to modern times. 

Unless one is interested I suppose most churches look much the same but this is not true. 

My favourite Gothic period was the ‘Perpendicular’ era. I am writing from memory but I 

would guess this was from around the late 1300’s and lasted for probably about 150 - 200 

years. 

The designers in this period became very daring. They proposed large windows, really large, 

so that many collapsed due to insufficient integral strength. Their stress calculations were 

not too accurate! An additional construction problem that beset designers and builders in 

this ‘Perpendicular’ architectural era was .... how do you prevent the weight of the materials 

spreading outwards under extreme pressure?  The answer was the Buttress and the Flying ’ 

Buttress. These may be seen on numerous buildings constructed and they are there to take 

the loads imposed. Foundations were rudimentary. 

Come the end of the above era and we arrive in time with a completely new design, the 

first ‘Elizabethan’ period. At this time in our history, man was starting to sail off to new 

territories around the world. There was much to explore and in turn to bring back new 

ideas. Building architecture was no exception. 
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The next most prominent style to be used was the designs created by people such as Sir 

Christopher Wren. We are familiar with his concept. There are church buildings using this 

form of construction in many places in Europe and indeed the world over. 

Unless any one can explain to me differently, the next most used style of church 

architecture was the one that emerged in the, loosely speaking, ‘Victorian’ era. 

Returning to our late lamented Art teacher ... he was scathing when we discussed this 

period. He had a word which he may or may not have been the originator of ... namely 

‘Sham Gothic’. His favourite / non-favourite church building that was constructed in this 

style was none other than Truro Cathedral. We were well and truly lectured about the 

merits or otherwise of this style. We have an excellent example of this style in our own 

North Cheltenham area but I will not name the church. As far as I am personally 

concerned, it is attractive and serves its purpose and that’s fine. 

Coming right up to present times, the 20th century has somehow achieved a style that is 

unique for its time. This is probably made possible by the development of new construction 

materials. 

I return to Liverpool where one can view in its splendour, the Anglican Cathedral .. not too 

far from Paddy’s Wigwam ... CHURCH BUILDINGS .. I rest my case. 

Nigel Woodcock 

 

 

 

 

Ill in Hospital! 

Are you about to be admitted to hospital, or have a friend or relative who’s been admitted? 

Cheltenham General and Gloucester Royal hospitals each have a full-time Chaplain assisted 

by a team of voluntary Chaplaincy visitors who visit the wards on weekday mornings for 

two to three hours. 

In an emergency, ward staff are able to contact a duty Chaplain at any time, but Deacon 

Jennifer is always happy to refer individuals to the Hospital Chaplaincy. Contact Jennifer on 

01242 700128 or email:  jennifer.wood@northchelt.org.uk . 

In addition,  you may telephone the Hospital Chaplaincy to request for a visit for yourself 

or for somebody else. 

0300 422 4286 for Cheltenham General Hospital  

0300 422 6200 for Gloucester Royal Hospital 

The hospitals are large and patients may be asleep or being attended by a clinician when the 

volunteers visit,  so it is not possible to visit everyone.  If you do not let the Chaplaincy 

know that you are there, the visitor may not find you. 

Deacon Jennifer 
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Royal School of Church Music Festival at the Cathedral  

Some members of the St Nicolas choir recently took part in the Royal School of Church 

Music Festival at the Cathedral.  There were around 100 singers including the Cathedral 

Choir and they were immersed in some wonderful music.  Part of the service was devoted 

to presenting awards to three choristers throughout the county and our own Judith 

Thomson received the Dean's bronze award.  The examination consisted of various aspects 

of choir life including a high standard of sight singing, music theory, and a good knowledge 

of the liturgy.  She also gave a very good account of life at St Nicolas.  Judith was awarded a 

highly commended mark and now wears her green ribbon with pride.  She is looking 

forward to working towards her silver and gold awards. 

Jerry Spence 
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Two Churches of the Southern Ocean. 

Whilst on my second trip to Antarctica, on the Research Vessel Akademik Ioffe, one of the 

expedition leaders developed critical appendicitis. Whilst there were operating facilities on 

board the ship, it being designed to stay at sea for six months at a time, the ship’s doctor 

judged it vital that we get him to a hospital. The nearest being in Punta Arenas, the Russian 

Captain’s only option was to head for the Chilean Base on King George Island in the South 

Shetlands. Whilst a part of the British Antarctic Territory, many countries have bases here 

and we were given a ‘run ashore’ to explore. 

The Chilean base was blessed with a splendidly decorated and wonderfully equipped 

church, built of two shipping containers, complete with arched windows cut in the 

corrugated sides of the containers. We were made very welcome at the base and sent the 

proverbial post card, to ourselves, from the Chilean Post Office. 

On leaving the Post Office and making our way along the shoreline we were staggered to 

see, on a rise, above the nearby Russian Base a large timber Russian Orthodox Church. 

This had apparently been brought out, from Russia, as a flat pack, by the Ioffe a year or so 

previously. As we started to make our way towards this second, and in these frozen waters 

extraordinary, church we were defeated in our intentions by the roar of a Chilean military 

Hercules aircraft passing overhead enroute to Punta Arenas, followed immediately by a long 

blast on the ship’s siren recalling us to the Zodiac landing craft and the ship ready to sail 

(into a force 10 storm) and our eventual landing on Antarctica. 

In summary then: Christianity in good health in the ice littered Southern Ocean. 

John Moles 

 

Footnote: within a few hours the ship’s tannoy announced that the patient was cheerfully 

sitting up in bed, having had an appendicectomy and sending us his best wishes.  A rather 

more comfortable operation, I suspect, than he would have had, lashed to an operating 

table in the above Force 10, had he remained on board!!!  
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Unfinished business – church buildings and building the church 
 

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord 

Samuel John Stone, 1866. 
 

It can often seem that church buildings are never finished and that churches are either still 

being built, or undergoing repair and maintenance, restoration, or re-ordering.  Some of 

our most magnificent cathedrals can take decades or more to build, and once completed 

they continue to evolve down through the centuries.  Gloucester cathedral for example 

changed significantly across 400 years from the 11th to the 15th century and Canterbury 

cathedral has been under development even longer, from 1070 when it was consecrated, to 

1834 when the most recent major alteration took place. 

One can understand why medieval churches might have taken a lot more time, but even 

modern buildings, such as Liverpool cathedral (the Anglican one) which was started at the 

beginning of 20th century took 74 years to complete, effectively a lifetime.  The situation is 

not unique to the UK; the Sagrada Família in Barcelona, for example, was started in 1882 

and now has an anticipated completion date of 2026, or possibly later.  The Serbian 

Orthodox Church of Saint Sava in Belgrade, one of the largest church buildings in the 

world, is another illustration.  Starting in 1895 it took forty years before construction began 

in 1935, and although the exterior shell was completed in 2017 work will continue inside 

far into the future.  There have been many interruptions caused by political change and war 

(the most recent being the NATO bombing in 1999).  

 

The Serbian Orthodox Church of Saint Sava, 

Belgrade.  One of the largest church 

buildings in the world 

 

The Sagrada Família in Barcelona –  

Gaudi’s masterpiece.  Construction started in 

1882  and is ongoing. 
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Church buildings essentially reflect the needs of the society in which they are located.  But 

while the physical structure is important we do have to be careful not to mistake church 

buildings for ‘the church’.  At this point we might ask – ‘What is a church?’  Is it the ‘House 

of God’, a place for worship, or a space enabling people to come together and to practise 

the Christian faith in the present age?  Alternative conceptions of the role of the church 

building will result in different views on how the space can and should be used.  However, 

the ‘infrastructural burden’ means that we are nearly always dealing with churches that 

were built, designed, and modified for a previous generation, or in some cases a previous 

era.  If the current building is so restrictive that the church is not able to provide the 

support our local community requires, then we should seriously consider how that 

structure might be modified to meet the needs of the present, and not the past. 

Two trends that affect the life of the church are currently converging.  First, we face 

declining congregations and a turning away from ‘formal’ religion, which is seen by many as 

irrelevant to their lives.  There is less interest in formality and ceremony, and decreased 

awareness of the basic elements of Christian beliefs, which can make the ‘liturgy’ appear 

frightening and incomprehensible.  The Sunday church service, along with the building itself, 

tend to be the most visible aspects of the church, and both can be off-putting to those not 

brought up in a Christian tradition.  Second, we are living in an age of decreasing 

government support for social services, a period when more people are falling through the 

cracks, needing not just financial, but also spiritual and emotional support.  Inequality and 

loneliness are on the increase, yet despite turning away from formal religion many people 

indicate a need for spiritual guidance, and a desire to belong to some larger community. 

A church is a living body made up of people and the church building, whatever form it 

takes, is part of the foundation that supports the life of the church.  If the church is to 

continue to have relevance in society, and to attract new members and young people, then 

it must meet the needs of society, and church buildings must be functional, providing 

support for both the activities the Christian faith embodies, and those that the local 

community needs.  Only by demonstrating relevance will the church remain at the heart of 

the community.  The church building must be a place that attracts people – it cannot do this 

if it is perceived as uncomfortable, cold, dark, rigidly arrayed, or inflexible.  Making the 

church a relevant part of the community requires consideration of the physical 

infrastructure as well as the activities undertaken – when the two aspects are in harmony 

then the church will more effective. 

One example of a vibrant church at the heart of the community is St Paul’s church in West 

Hackney.  It’s not much to look at from the outside, a rather functional structure located 

on a busy main road in London.   It was bombed in World War 2 and re-built.  Passing by 

today you would barely notice it was a church at all, but it has adapted its space and assets 

to serve the local community.  The building is used by a range of charities to run a soup 

kitchen, a winter night shelter, a children’s choir, a vulnerable women’s support group and 

twice per month a high tea variety show for old people.  Cooking classes for low income 

families are delivered using herbs and vegetables from its own kitchen garden, which was 

created out of part of the cemetery (it even has grape vines cultivated among some of the 

remaining tombstones), and the larger part of the cemetery has been converted to 

recreational space. 



February 2018  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 16 ~ 

 
St Paul’s church in West Hackney (London), serving the needs of the local community 

 
The kitchen garden, formed out of part of the old cemetery, St. Paul’s Church, West Hackney 

 
Interior view, St. Paul’s Church, West Hackney 
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Too many churches are becoming redundant because they are no longer viewed as relevant 

by the local community, and a church building without a congregation is just an empty shell.  

It’s not the structure, the architecture, or the ‘conservation value’ that creates a church.  

What is important is the people, and how each generation builds the church anew, making 

it responsive to society’s needs, making it a part of their community, and of their lives.  

‘Church building’ requires a continuous process of breathing life into the institution, that’s 

what makes it relevant.  Thus, the normal state of church buildings and of church building is 

always - ‘unfinished business’. 

John Powell 

 

 
The Sagrada Família in Barcelona, interior view 

 
Inside Saint Sava’s Church, Belgrade – still under construction after more than 80 years.  
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December for St Nics 

 

top row: Bags of Brass entertaining at the St Nicolas Patronal Pudding Evening   

middle row:  Everyone enjoying the puddings  (pictures by Brian Wood) 

bottom left: St Nics by candlelight for the Celebration of Christmas 

bottom right: the St Nics carol singers at Sainsbury’s  (pictures by Jerry Spence) 
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Christmas Lunch at Elmstone Hardwicke 

 

These pictures from Marilyn Powell show everyone was in fine spirits for the 

St Mary Magdalene Christmas Lunch on Sunday 10th December in the Village Hall, 

Uckington. There was Full Christmas Fayre of 3 courses for £13.50, children £6. Brilliant! 

Ian Richings slept outside St Mary Magdalene from Friday 29th to Sunday 31st December to 

raise awareness of homelessness and to raise money for charities helping the homeless. 

On Saturday 20th January they return to the Village Hall for a Burn’s Night Supper.  Haggis, 

Tatties and Neeps washed down with whisky or wine. Also music, plenty of dancing, tartan  

and a piper (from Four Weddings and a Funeral!) to pipe in the Haggis.  See page 25. 
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On the importance of community buildings… 

    …. and a 40th birthday! 

A community building holds lots of shared and individual memories. St Mary’s Church has 

witnessed village and family life for many centuries, giving visitors a unique sense of history 

and atmosphere as they enter. The church has been the home for many events in the life of 

local families and parishioners. It also sits amongst some of the beautiful architectural 

heritage that makes Prestbury so popular. 

Prestbury Library is, of course, not part of Prestbury’s ancient heritage, more a child of the 

seventies (!), but we hope we play our part in creating positive memories for local families. 

 

Prestbury Library – 40 years serving the community 

In fact, this year in 2018, we celebrate 40 years of being part of the community in 

Prestbury – we like to think of ourselves as forty and fabulous! 

We’d really love to hear your memories of coming to the library or other events in the 

building. We know families have celebrated birthdays and christenings here. We also have 

many local groups who meet here from the Parish council to our ukulele group. And, of 

course, there is everyone who simply enjoys access to our books and resources. 

Next time you’re in the library, please ask to sign our ‘Guest Book’ – our way of gathering 

memories and comments to add to our celebrations later in the summer. 

The Prestbury Library Team – Jo, Karen, Laura, Becky and Tessa 
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Thank you from Maclean Nsobila 

Shortly before going on assignment to Ghana, Diane Lyle spoke about a boy known to her 

family from a very poor and difficult background who against the odds is training to be a 

doctor. He was in need of a new computer and members of the church generously helped 

fund this. Below is an extract of his email after he and Diane had met up. 

“I don’t really know where to start from in thanking you for this honour bestowed on me. 

I am short of words to express how grateful l am to you. I am very happy for this gesture. 

At long last, my studies will go on smoothly by God’s grace. 

“I always dream that someday l will put a smile on someone’s life like you are doing to me. 

I wish to someday l will save the lives of the poor, the forlorn, the vulnerable and the 

needy in society free of charge. I hope someday, l will join you to offer free medical 

services to CP patients. I only pray for God’s guidance in my training. Thank you Mama, 

and once again, my warm and sincere thanks to your congregation. Tell each and 

everyone that l am thankful for their contribution. Tell them l will never forget their offer 

and that l will someday fly to U.K to visit each and everyone.” 

The photo on the opposite page shows some of Maclean’s siblings, with his computer, 

whom Diane met recently. Comfort, one of his sisters, aspires to also become a doctor. 

David and Diane are hoping to meet them all on the next trip this Easter. 

Diane & David Lyle 

 

Maclean describes the picture: 

These are my sisters and nephew. From left is Ishmael my nephew, Sonia is holding the 

laptop Mama Diane helped me purchased. She is the 5th born. Next to Sonia is Sarah, she is 

the 6th born. She is in primary 6. Anabel is sitting on the stool. She is the last born. She and 

Ishmael are class two. 

 

A Finnish Grandmother’s Prayer 

The very last service of 2017, at St Mary’s, was the baptism of little Olivia Leila. Olivia’s 

maternal grandmother lives in Finland and was unable to attend the service. However she 

wrote a prayer for her granddaughter which was read out during the service, in Finnish! 

The family have kindly provided a translation and gave permission for it to be published in 

this magazine. Translated into English the prayer reads: 

I thank You for this grandchild, I thank You for letting me see the miracle of Your creation in her, 

protect her every day. Let us experience joy, closeness and affection together. Be our guardian. 

Let there be a protective hand over you, our sweet little grandchild, let there be a friend next to 

you protecting your way, let there be an angel leading your way through light and dark. 

Whatever comes your way on your path, He will always guide you. 

To which, surely, all grandparents can say “Amen.” 

Clare Wyatt 

Prestbury Local Ministry Team  
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St Mary’s Crib Service 

 

There were two Crib Services at St Mary’s church in the afternoon of Christmas Eve.  Both 

were packed out!  Marcus Steel took this picture of the band which was assembled by 

David and Diane Lyle. 
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Burns Night Celebration 

On Saturday 20th January 2018 we gathered in the Village Hall at Uckington to celebrate 

Scotland’s National Poet in the way he would have wanted.   This was a lively evening 

organised by Shelagh Holder, Ian Richings and David Williams with Sarah Jones.  

We started with the Celtic Grace read by the Revd Howard Nichols. After cock-a-leekie 

soup we were upstanding for the Haggis, carried by Hilary Foulkes, to be piped into the hall 

by Sandy Walker (from Four Weddings and a Funeral!).  After he and Jennie Hawdon recited 

some of Burn’s poems we tucked into the Haggis with Tatties and Neeps (or sausages or 

veggie option) followed by Tipsy Laird, all prepared by Lynda Hodges. Ian Richings gave the 

Toast to the Lassies and Vanessa Richings (pictured with Ian and Sandy) replied.  

Later there was music and plenty of dancing from members of the Cheltenham branch of 

the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society and ourselves led by Anne Walker.  All proceeds 

will be donated to Christian Aid.  Thank you for a most enjoyable evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures by Brian Wood 
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A warm welcome awaits 

Winchcombe Day Care Centre 

If you are an older person who would like to see more than your four walls – we can help. 

Here at Winchcombe Day Centre we provide fun and stimulating activities, in a 

comfortable, safe and friendly environment, if you’re an older member of our community.  

Our professionally qualified and caring staff are supported by a team of kind volunteers and 

our aim is to improve the quality of life for older people, especially those who may feel 

socially isolated and lonely, are housebound, moderately disabled, or have memory loss. 

Our recently refurbished, purpose-built facilities are open three-days-a-week and transport 

options are available to get you to and from the Centre in Langley Road, Winchcombe. 

On a typical day at the Centre you would socialise, chat and make new friends, enjoy a 

nutritional, two-course lunch, have regular refreshments, take part in stimulating activities 

such as quizzes, card and board games, Mindsong sessions, craft activities, movement and 

music and gentle chair exercise. We offer aromatherapy and massage treatments, have 

guest visitors and celebrate seasonal and national events, birthdays and anniversaries and 

we run trips and outings. 

Centre Manager Vicky Weaver said: “People are sometimes a bit reticent to come to the 

day centre, but once they’ve been, we can’t keep them away. It’s a very special place and 

there is so much on offer, including fun and laughter, friendship and support.” 

Enjoy a free taster day 

Six-week trial for new members 

Call to find out more 01242 603207 

info@winchcombedaycarecentre.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winchcombe Day Care Centre is a registered charity No 1010742  
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Church Pianist/Organist Required 

Following the retirement of our organist Joyce Whiting after many years of dedicated 

service, we at Prestbury would like to have someone who can play to accompany the 

occasional service. It’s not a proper church organ – it plays like a piano, but does sound 

authentic. 

If you know of anyone who might like to play for us once in a while, please let me know. It 

will just be hymns chosen by the Minister (maximum 5 per service) with some music before 

the start and at the end. 

Fiona Hall, prestbury@urcic.org.uk or 01242 511143 

 

Prestbury URC Christmas Fair – Thank You ! 

A massive ‘thank you’ to all who supported our Christmas Fair in any respect. We enjoyed 

a strong turn out and raised an impressive £417 for church funds. 

 

Prestbury URC Carol Service – Another Thank You ! 

It was great to have a packed church for our Carol Service on Christmas Eve. Thanks to 

The Prestbury Hand-Bell Ringers who greeted us with a performance before the service 

started. The service itself had a different format this year being a ‘pop-up’ nativity story 

with carols interspersed and many of the congregation participating (as you can see in the 

attached picture). The collection for Open Door raised £235 to help towards their vital 

work in supporting the homeless & less fortunate in our local community. Thank you to all 

who contributed. 
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Mothering Sunday at St Mary’s - 11th March 2018 

Our congregations have always given so much to help us celebrate Mothering Sunday at 

St Mary’s.  Once more we would like to ask for your continued valued support by donating 

posies for our Mums for our Sunday services. 

All posies can be delivered to St Mary’s on the morning of Saturday 10th March, where you 

can place them in water buckets by the font. 

For those who have never been involved before, but would like to take part, and for 

further information, please contact Rosalind Waters on 07900 675747. 

Thank you to all our friends and neighbours for helping to share the joys of Mothering 

Sunday. 

Rosalind Waters 

 

 

Marle Hill WI 

Our December meeting had a very Christmassy theme with Carole and Malcolm Brown 

‘Singing for Pleasure’.  They entertained us with an evening of seasonal songs and carols 

accompanied by recordings of Martin Dack on piano.  A couple of days later we enjoyed 

the Carol Concert in the Town Hall.  This year’s guest singer was Wynne Evans, famous for 

the Go Compare advert.  He had to cancel his appearance at our concert two years ago 

but promised to return at a future date.  Due to his agent booking the wrong day, Wynne 

had to travel from Cardiff to Gloucester to broadcast his weekly programme for BBC 

Wales from the Radio Gloucester studios.  He then had to rush over to Cheltenham, 

arriving in time for the afternoon performance of our concert.  A close shave!  Mark 

Cummings, of Radio Gloucester, read a very amusing Gloucestershire version of “‘Twas the 

Night Before Christmas” that he had written. 

Due to the weather our Christmas Lunch at the Farmers Arms had to be postponed for a 

week.  It nearly had to be cancelled again as the pub was affected by the power cuts and 

water shortage, but all was well, and we had a very enjoyable meal in the end! 

At our January meeting Peter Berry, a passionate ‘steam buff’, showed us slides of some of 

his travels to ride and photograph steam trains with his wife and other enthusiasts.  They 

have travelled all over the world, spending their pensions to fulfil their dreams of 

photographing wildlife, trees, spectacular scenery and steam engines.  They still have a list 

of places they have not been to yet! 

Our meeting was busy with people renewing their membership and planning the year 

ahead.  A talk by Michael Portillo, the Annual Council Meeting with guest speaker Adam 

Hanson, a weekend at Denman College, The National Annual Meeting in Cardiff, a holiday 

in Bournemouth and various craft, trips, walks and training days are amongst the events 

filling the calendar.  We have signed up to play Walking Netball! 

Mike Bottomley’s talk at our next meeting, on Monday 5th February, is about Rudyard 

Kipling.  We give a warm welcome to any visitors who would like to join us for the evening 

at 7.30 at St Nicolas’ Hall, Swindon Lane. 

Sara Jefferies.  
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Orchestral Jazz and Blues with Cheltenham Philharmonic 

Sunday 28th January 2018   3.00pm    Pittville Pump Room 

Please join us for an afternoon of lively music featuring: 

 Gershwin Rhapsody in Blue Piano solo: Marcel Zidani 

  Shostakovich Jazz Suite No 2 

  Price Symphony No 1 in E minor 

Florence Price (not my granddaughter!) was an Afro-American composer, and this award-

winning symphony was written in 1932, and first performed by the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra. Why not take advantage of a rare opportunity for you to listen to this work 

locally; a good way to spend a winter afternoon? 

Tickets at £12 are available from the Town Hall Box Office: 0844 576 2210, or at the door 

Wendy Price 

 

Prestbury URC January Coffee Morning 

Saturday 3rd February from 10.30 until Noon 

The monthly coffee morning will take place on Saturday 3rd February from 10.30 to noon. 

As well as teas, coffees and teacakes, there will be books, cakes and a raffle. Plenty of 

conversation will be guaranteed ! 

 

 

Pre Lent Skittles Evening      10th February 2018,  7.30pm 

This year I have made some alterations to the format for our pre lent skittle evening. 

The venue will be Parklands Community Centre, Wymans Road, where we will have a 

Charity Buffet & Skittles evening, the proceeds of which will be donated to the charity Get 

Kids Going. This charity gives disabled young people the chance to participate in sport by 

providing them with specially built wheelchairs. 

Those of you that know my family will know my younger daughter Andi.  Andi has secured 

a place in the London Marathon 2018 where she will be running for this charity for which I 

ask your support. 

To raise funds I propose a charge of £8.00 per person, which will include the Buffet & 

Skittles.  I do hope that you will support Andi in raising a goodly sum for this very worthy 

cause and join us for an evening of fun. 

John Petchey 
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QUIZ NIGHT  at  St Nicolas Hall 

Saturday 10 March, 7.00pm 

Once again Noel and Michael Brick have put together a quiz with questions for everyone. 

Bar available. Teams of 4-6.  Entry £5 

 

 

QUIZ, St Mary Magdalene fund raising 

Saturday 10 March, 7.00pm for 7.30pm  Village Hall, Uckington (GL51 9SR) 

It’s Quiz Time!! Come with a team or form one on the night. Baked Potato & choice of 

fillings. Raffle with cash prize(s). A Prize for the Winning Team. Bar will be open. Entry – 

£6. An evening like no other. Any questions, contact Shelagh Holder, 01242 680952. 

 

 

 

 

 

Combining Services in Prestbury 

Due to the current Clergy staffing situation, it has been decided that on the second Sunday 

of each month three services will not take place, these being the 9.30 am Celebrate! service 

and the 11.00 am Eucharist at St Mary’s and the 9.30 am Eucharist at St Nicolas.  Instead 

there will be ONE service with Holy Communion at 10.00 am either to be held at St Mary’s 

or at St Nicolas.  Any special services that usually take place within each church will remain, 

but all service information will be advised fully in the News Sheet and at weekly services. 

This will start on Sunday 11th February 2018 with a service at St Mary’s at 10.00 am with a 

Valentine’s theme, with no service at St Nicolas that morning.  All are welcome. 

So services in Prestbury on Sunday 11th February 2018 will be: 

  8.00 am:   Said Eucharist at St Mary’s 

  10.00 am:   Valentine’s Eucharist service at St Mary’s 

  6.30 pm:   Evening Prayer with Benediction at St Mary’s 

 

All services in other parishes across the Team are unchanged for the time being and remain as 

advertised on the News Sheet and anyone is, of course, warmly welcome to attend any of 

these services also. 

Fr Nick 
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February 2018 Diary 

Sat 3 0930 Diocesan Synod St Nicolas 

SUN 4 1830 Taizé service for Candlemas St Nicolas 

Mon 5 1900 Bereavement Group meeting St Nicolas 

Tue 6 1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

Thu 8 1830 Friends of St Mary’s AGM St Mary 

Sat 10 1000-1600   Wedding Preparation Day St Nicolas 

  
1400-1600   Wedding Preparation Day St Mary 

Fri 16 1400 John Mead Art Group St Nicolas 

SUN 11 No 0930 Eucharist at St Nicolas 

No 0930 Celebrate! at St Mary 

No 1100 Eucharist at St Mary 

 

  1000 Valentine’s Eucharist service St Mary 

  1430 Baptism of Nora Forster St Mary 

Sat 17 0900-1600   Spirituality Network meeting St Nicolas 

SUN 18 1430 Baptism of Adelaide Reeve-McKew St Mary 

Tue 20 1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

Wed 21 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

SUN 25 1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

Mon 26 1000-1200   Monday Club Uckington Village Hall 

Tue 27 1930 Prestbury Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

     
March 2018 Diary 

SUN 4 1430 Baptsm of Charles Bostock St Mary 

 

Regular Weekly Events   

 

  

Mondays 1000-1130 Urchins Toddler Group (in term time) URC, Deep Street 

Tuesdays 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary 

 1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

Fridays 1000-1200 Prestbury Friday Circle  URC, Deep Street 

Saturdays 1030-1100 Team Surgery  St Nicolas 
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February 2018 Calendar 

SUNDAY 4 2nd Sunday before Lent 

SUNDAY 11 Sunday next before Lent 

SUNDAY 18 1st Sunday of Lent 

SUNDAY 25 2nd Sunday of Lent 
 

 

 

 

From the Registers 

Prestbury 

Baptisms 

  November 12 Neala Jane Keegan-Crabb 

 

26 Edward William Sills 

December 10 Camilla Craven-Webb (adult) 

  

Belle Phoebe Rosa Marvell 

 

31 Arthur Stanley Ford-Please 

  

Brody James Henderson 

  

Olivia Leila Woodley 

Weddings 

 November 25 Andrew Richardson and 

Cathryn Cousins 

  

Shaun Byrne and Tammy 

Bryant 

December 27 Iain McDonald and Claire 

Smith 

Funerals 

  November 10 Jane Probert 

 

15 Patricia Morris 

   Elmstone Hardwicke 

Baptisms 

  November 10 Ronnie George Russell 

   Swindon Village 

Baptisms 

  November 5 Jacob Steven McAuley 

  

Ryan Jesse Sheerin 

 

12 Mela-Rose Kearns 

Funerals 

  December 13 John William Alan Creed 

 

29 Dorothy Joan Poulson 
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 

   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship (except 2nd Sunday) 
   11.00 Sung Eucharist (except 2nd Sunday)  
  2nd Sunday 10.00 Combined Sung Eucharist (* alternates with St Nicolas)  
  1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
  2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary 
  Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer (excluding Bank Holidays) 
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   18.00 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist  (except 2nd Sunday) 
  2nd Sunday 10.00 Combined Sung Eucharist (* alternates with St Mary)  
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 

   10.00 Said Eucharist 
All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
   18.30 Choral Evensong 
  Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 

  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty (all-age service) 
   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd & 4th 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong 
  3rd Sunday 10.30 Together @ The Table (family communion) 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise   Next is on 29 April 
   (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 

  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.45 Holy Communion 
  5th Sunday either

 10.45 Holy Communion 
   or 18.30 Songs of Praise   Next is on 29 July  
     (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 

      host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service) 

* see weekly news sheet for date and location of this service.  February 11 is at St Mary  
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The Book of Ruth 

T WAS EASY to choose my favourite book of the bible for this reflection. The 

book of Ruth, - it must have been my mother’s favourite too. 

As a girl I read this book as a love story between Ruth and Boaz. Later when I married and 

met my own mother- in- law I began to understand the love between Ruth and her mother-

in-law Naomi. My own parents were no longer alive and my mother-in-law welcomed me 

completely into her family. Our relationship grew and over the next 40 years she always 

treated me in the same way as her own two daughters - she became my Mum. 

Ruth first met Naomi in the region of Moab. Elimelch, Naomi’s husband, was a man of 

Israel; he and his wife had left their home because of famine and travelled to pagan Moab 

intending to return home later.  Elimench died and Naomi was left with her two sons 

Mahlon and Chilion, who both married local Moabite women; then, after about 10 years 

both sons died too.  Naomi was left with her two daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, three 

childless widows, in those times among the lowest and most disadvantaged class. 

Hearing that the famine in Israel was over, all three women planned to travel back to 

Naomi’s people in Bethlehem in Judea. During the journey Naomi felt that ‘The hand of the 

Lord has gone against me’ (Ruth 1.13)   Maybe she felt guilty; she had left the Promised 

Land and married her sons to pagan women. She urged her daughters-in-law to return to 

Moab and find new husbands. 

Reluctantly, Orpah kissed Naomi and left but Ruth refused, with her beautiful statement of 

faith:  Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from following after you. Where you go 

I will go, and where you stay I will stay.   Your people will be my people and your God my 

God. (Ruth 1.16) 

Naomi’s relationship with God had made an impact on Ruth.  My own mother-in-law had a 

strong Christian faith, I felt that we always had that in common.  The story develops in a 

way that shows that God had a plan for these women. Ruth went on to marry Boaz and 

have a child, who would be the grandfather of David and a direct ancestor of Jesus. 

There are lessons from Ruth that apply today: 

God is concerned about all people regardless of race, nationality or status. Ruth was not a 

Jew, she was a Moabite but God loved her just the same. 

Men and women are equally important to God - we are all one in his eyes. 

There is no such thing as an unimportant person in God’s eyes. Few saw Ruth as being 

important; she was a poor widow living in a foreign land away from her birth family. But 

God had a plan for her culminating in becoming a part in the lineage of Jesus. 

Sadly I lost my mother-in-law in 2016 at the age of 97. She had a good long life and has left 

a lasting influence not only on myself but on the lives of her children, grandchildren and 

great grandchildren. Now in turn I am a mother-in-law, my daughter-in-law is from a Hindu 

background. She is curious about and respects my faith and I respect hers. Our families and 

cultures have come together. 

God loves and cares about us all. 

Ruth Rudge  

I 
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