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The often long wait!

T

HE CHINESE BAMBOO TREE is one of the most remarkable plants on earth. Once
the gardener plants the seed, he or she will see nothing but a single shoot coming
out of the ground - for five full years! That tiny shoot, however, must have daily food
and water. During all the time the gardener is caring for the plant the exterior shoot will
grow less than an inch.
At the end of five years, however, the Chinese bamboo will perform an incredible feat. It
will grow an amazing ninety feet tall in only ninety days! Now ask yourself this: When did
the tree actually grow? During the first five years, or during those last ninety days?
The answer lies in the unseen part of the tree, the underground root system. During the
first five years, the root structure spreads deep and wide in the earth, preparing to support
the height the tree will eventually reach. What a lesson in life that bamboo tree offers!
Impatience!
No one likes to wait. But we do wait and the British are quite good at it! We wait in traffic,
in aircraft holding patterns, in supermarkets, for the doctor, for a spouse, for a baby, for
retirement, for sermons to end (!) or for Jesus to return.
For those who belong to Christ, who believe in Him, waiting is not just something we have
to do while we get what we want. Waiting is the process of becoming what God wants us
to be. What God does in us while we wait is as important as what it is we are waiting for.
Waiting, biblical waiting, is not a passive waiting around for something to happen that will
allow us to escape our troubles. Waiting does not mean doing nothing. It is not resignation
or a way to evade unpleasant reality.
Those who wait are those who work, because they know their work is not in vain. The
farmer can wait all summer for his harvest because he has done his work of sowing the
seed and watering the plants. Those who wait on God can go about their work, confident
that God will provide the meaning and conclusions to their lives and the harvest to their
toil. Waiting is the confident, disciplined, expectant, active, and sometimes painful clinging
to God. It knows that we will reap a reward.
When Jesus told his disciples to wait in Jerusalem, he was telling them that this was a means
of experiencing his peace, his prosperity, and his power. In waiting they would catch the
wind of God's Spirit. In waiting they would see God move.
Waiting on the Lord requires patient trust.
We live by the adage: ‘Don't just stand there, do something’. While God often says to us:
‘Don't just do something, stand there!’
Waiting and trusting also means that we give God the benefit of the doubt that he knows
what he is doing. Waiting is also God's way of seeing if we will trust him before we move
forward.
Waiting on God also reminds us that God is in control.
Sometimes people ask, "But what do I do while I'm waiting?" Good question. During those
waiting times take on the active role of a watchman. Watchmen were alert and obedient,
ready to respond when needed. But on the other hand, watchmen didn't make things
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happen. They didn't control the rising of the sun. A watchman knew the difference between
his job and God's job. I've heard it said that the person who waits on God loses no time. I
can wait with confidence. Because I am waiting for someone, and that someone is God.
Waiting on the Lord allows God to do his work.
Not only do I want to do God's work, but also I want to speed up his process. The father
of the modern missionary movement, William Carey, waited seven years before his first
convert in India. I see much that we could do and should be doing here. I see many unmet
needs. I see the hurts of people. I have a vision from God to reach those people. And I
want it to be a reality now. And I question God, "Why not now? Why not bring it to pass
today?"
We don’t know but what God does in us while we wait is as important as what it is we are
waiting for. Those who wait are those who work, because they know their work is not in
vain. The farmer can wait all summer for his harvest because he has done his work of
sowing the seed and watering the plants. Those who wait on God can go about their
assigned tasks, confident that God will provide the meaning and conclusions to their lives
and the harvest to their toil. Waiting is the confident, disciplined, expectant, active, and
sometimes painful, clinging to God. It knows that we will reap a reward.
Lastly, waiting on God increases my strength. Sometimes I struggle to remember that it's
good to wait for the Lord. It isn't easy. It runs counter to our quick-fix society. But, there's
a hidden benefit in waiting. In times of waiting Isaiah wrote, "those who trust in the Lord
will renew their strength; they will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary; they will walk and not faint" (Is. 40:31)
The time will come when those who wait on the Lord will soar.
It was this gust of the Spirit that the disciples in Jerusalem were instructed to wait on. It is that
same gust of the Spirit that we must wait on. And when it comes, hold on. We will be soaring.
Fr Nick
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Do you like waiting? Or do need things to happen now? Waiting can be frustrating if the
timing of subsequent events is affected. Perhaps you wonder if your expected friends may
have forgotten they were to meet you. Waiting your turn can give you the opportunity to
have a chat, read some more of your favourite book, or listen to a programme on the
wireless, or even finish an overdue task. Some of our contributors this month have written
about waiting. I hope you enjoy reading their recollections.
An apology is due to all those who read the February magazine. Something went wrong in
the production process resulting in the proof version being printed rather than the
corrected version (which can be found on the website). Sue and Edward had done a
sterling job of pointing out the spelling and punctuation errors. Yes, we go to a lot of
trouble to get things right and looking good. As I suggested to the congregation at St Nics
we can turn the mishap into an opportunity. If you still have a copy of the February
magazine I invite you to use your coloured pen to highlight the errors you find. A suitable
prize will be offered for the best attempt at ‘marking’ received by 11 March.
Brian Wood
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Waiting, Waiting, Waiting!
There is no doubt that of all the times I have spent waiting for one thing or another, the
most worrying was as a soldier serving abroad in 1949. I was nineteen years of age.
My sergeant-major called me into his office and sat me down. That in itself was unusual as
one was normally required to stand to attention.
“Parkin, I have some bad news for you. Your father died yesterday.” Granted an immediate
two weeks compassionate leave, I was rushed off to Luga RAF aerodrome in the centre of
the George Cross island of Malta where I was stationed. As soon as a plane arrived from
somewhere further east and bound for the UK, I was to jump aboard and speed off home.
That is to say if it had a spare seat.
I had no idea what had happened back in Prestbury and there was absolutely no
communication with one’s family in those days except for Forces Mail which came by sea
and took a week to arrive in either direction.
Taken to a hut on the edge of the aerodrome I had no company but plenty of magazines to
read. Food was brought to me and it was like being in a prison cell under solitary
confinement. The bed was comfortable as was the large armchair in which I spent daylight
hours. I had to be ready to dress quickly, grab the kit-bag containing my belongings and be
ready to race across the tarmac as soon as the expected aircraft was ready for take-off. I
felt very much like the Battle of Britain pilots we see in films lounging in armchairs waiting
for the signal to scramble.
For four days I was confined to that hut waiting, waiting, waiting, with no communication
with the outside world and a great deal of worry on my mind. My mother and younger
sister needed my support and I was unable to provide it.
Eventually, on day five, just before breakfast, an Avro York (which is a Lancaster bomber
converted to carry passengers instead of bombs) touched down to refuel on his way home
from Ceylon (Sri Lanka now). A seat was available amongst the RAF personnel bound for
Blighty. It was close to the nearest port-side Rolls-Royce Merlin engine which made it very
noisy and was probably why it was vacant, but at least the waiting was over, or so I thought.
The flight was interesting especially as I was being conveyed in what was virtually the most
famous bomber of all time. Because of dense fog the plane was diverted from Lyneham in
Wiltshire (one hour from home) to Cambridgeshire (much further away) and meant more
waiting. Then at about three o’clock we landed on home soil. The weather was cold and
wet as it is so often in England in the middle of November.
Loaded into the back of an RAF lorry, I was transported to Cambridge station to wait for a
train that would take me to Paddington and another one on to Cheltenham. At Paddington
I dumped my kit-bag and dived into the first telephone kiosk that became vacant and,
because I had no English currency, phoned my mother and reversed the charges. Rail fares
were taken care of as the RAF had issued me with a travel warrant.
All soldiers have an inbuilt dislike of the Military Police and as I dialled my home number, I
watched with dismay as two “Red Caps” came and stood either side of my lonely kit-bag
which, in effect, was “government property left unattended”. There was no room in the
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kiosk for both me and kit-bag and I had inadvertently left my belongings beneath a sign
saying “NO LUGGAGE TO BE LEFT UNSUPERVISED” or something similar.
Emerging from the kiosk I was ordered to “get fell-in.” So with one MP in front of me and
the other bringing up the rear, with kit-bag hoisted onto shoulder, I was marched towards
the guardhouse beneath the station clock while curious commuters gazed on.
Once inside, the senior MP sat himself behind a desk while the other one stood alongside
the prisoner. “Name, rank and number?” was the first question put to me. Well that rolled
off the tongue automatically. “Unit?” I told them it was 56 Regiment Royal Artillery.
“Where are you based?” “Malta, Corporal I replied. The two Military Police looked at each
other. “So how did you get here?” I told them that I flew. “Don’t try to be funny with us, laddie,”
barked the corporal so I hastily added “The RAF brought me.” They believed not a word.
“Show me your credentials,” demanded the corporal so I explained that I had left the island
in a hurry on compassionate leave and was not issued with any. I was by now beginning to
get a little worried, tired and hungry as I’d had no food since a hurried breakfast. It was
now nearly 10.00pm.
“So you cannot prove any of this?” “No, Corporal,” I had to admit. It was obvious the MPs
were beginning to enjoy this and I could almost hear the keys to their cell jangling in the
corporal’s pocket. Then I thought of my mother, my sister and my girlfriend, all anxiously
waiting for me back in Prestbury. “Wait a minute, my girlfriend, Pamela, Pamela Edith.” It
was her initials, PE, on the fuselage of the York. The numbers that followed rhymed “one o
three”, PE 103. When I climbed aboard I saw this must be lucky, and so it proved to be.
I was able to explain that the plane had landed somewhere in Cambridgeshire, somewhere
beginning with Oak. So my captors phoned the RAF who told them “Yes, Avro York,
PE 103, left Luqa this morning bound for Lyneham in Wiltshire.” No mention of fog or that
it had been diverted.
The waiting continued while the MPs tried to discover where the plane had landed, so
much so that I missed the last train to Cheltenham. Eventually it was discovered that the
York had arrived at Oakington from Malta at 3.00pm with the airforce personnel and one
soldier on board. I was immediately released out of captivity.
Looking back, what intrigues me about all this is that eighty years previously, in the 1860’s
and 70’s my great grandfather was the railway policeman employed at Paddington by the
Great Western Railway. I have been wondering if he took his perpetrators of justice to that
very same room with its lock-up cell? I could very well have ended up behind those bars
had I not had a girlfriend by the name of Pamela Edith!
The next train to Cheltenham was either the milk train or the mail train, I have forgotten
which but I do know that it entailed another lengthy wait. So out of my fourteen days of
compassionate leave, four were spent in a hut on a distant aerodrome and another one
travelling and waiting about on railway stations. As the lady from the War Office wrote in
my autograph book when I was a fourteen year old army cadet during World War II, “ THEY
ALSO SERVE WHO ONLY STAND AND WAIT.” I certainly did my fair share of standing and
waiting while serving King and Country five years later!
Bernard Parkin
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Standing up in Ghana
Off I flew off to Ghana last October for 3 weeks with prayers from so many of you to
sustain me, having met up at Heathrow with Diana, my Physio friend from student days,
Helen the link Physio who established our contacts in Tamale and Liz, a pharmacist involved
with Helen in the other charity involved.
Travel and plans generally take time and talk before taking place with a good dose of
kerfuffle. We were not disappointed! When we arrived in Tamale the next day we were
not surprised to be without all our luggage.
We stayed at Relax Lodge, which was so relaxed Diana’s breakfast boiled eggs took 90
minutes so they were a bit hard! Cornflakes with evaporated milk are an acquired taste, no
fresh milk at all anywhere - too hot. We had a couple of days to set up the course on how
to make standing frames from cardboard for children with brain damage, buy a few last
things, meet up with medical student Maclean and discuss his computer (see last month’s
magazine), assess the 4 children for standers and see an 11 year old, Yasmin, at home with
the most severe spasms I have ever come across.
A local pastor on our course took us to visit Mole National Park for a Saturday afternoon
2-hour and early Sunday morning safari where I saw my first wild elephant, I was thrilled.
The course on making standing frames for children with Cerebral Palsy from corrugated
cardboard, card (your cereal packets were invaluable) newspaper and flour paste was great
fun, exhausting, and frustrating at times. It was difficult to boil water in the hospital when
‘lights out’/ power cuts occurred. Only certain wards had generators. We didn’t, we found
out who did! The youngest ‘helper’ was 8-month-old Nelson; the APT box we had taken
equipment out in made an ideal playpen and cot.
By the end of the week we had 4 devices virtually ready to use and a great feeling of
achievement. The children’s parents were thrilled; the children were a little bemused.
Church on Sunday at the Anglican cathedral was an experience and a half. Our thurifers
(incense swingers) would have been MOST impressed by some of the moves and 360s at
corners and the choir were literally dancing in the aisles. Three collections was a bit of a
surprise but I had been warned to pace my giving!
Diana and I were then collected by Afrikids charity and taken even further north to Mama’s
Place in Bolgatanga where it was hotter than the 39 degrees in the shade in Tamale. Hot
hot hot.
It was quite emotional seeing children and people from 3 years ago, sadly some people and
children no longer with us, and still SO much to be done. Afrikids are doing extraordinary
work with street children (night rabbits). Do visit their website. Mothers came from far and
wide to hear us and were reluctant to leave, but with hopefully more insight into how to
look after their children. I ran a refresher day on APT techniques; at the end I was told I
had enough stamina to join the Ghanaian Army! Surprising what adrenalin and ‘needs must’
can do. We visited Maclean’s home on our way back from Bongo and I was shocked by the
basic nature of the mud compound.
We returned to the capital Accra where it felt a chilly 30 degrees and met the team at
Multikids School, the first truly inclusive school in Ghana started by Mandy, a jazz musician!
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What a dynamo! She is so keen for us to run a course in April, which is what we are
planning now. We had Saturday off to go exploring in an amazing market with 2 therapists
from the USA volunteering at the school. Such colour and noise and bustle and heat and
smells (open drains!)
There was a quick visit to see mothers, Salomey, Dorinda and Cynthia, who had been
running a workshop at Korle Bu hospital but the cost of travel and childcare is proving
uneconomic; prayer and lateral thinking are needed to solve the problems.
Final day at the school seeing children and meeting Hannah Adwazi, a Mother, who has set
up a Special Mothers group and is proving to be a powerful advocate for disabled children.

Photos (clockwise from top left) Diane with Elephant; Nelson in APT playpen;
Maclean's home and siblings; Francisca’s first fitting in her standing frame
It is humbling meeting individuals who are so passionate to better the lives of disabled
children and change negative attitudes. We can all drop our small pebbles into the pond and
watch what the ripples do.
Next time I return with David, my APT assistant! A new venture for us both. Even more
prayers please!
Diane Lyle
~7~
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Waiting for the tide
On a short break to the Isles of Scilly my daughter-in-law and I were thoroughly enjoying
the quiet and complete lack of traffic. There were golf buggies/pope mobile type transport
for hire on the main island, but otherwise it was down to ambling with just occasional
purposeful striding.
We decided to take a boat trip to Bryher; the time of departure was chalked up in the
town centre. What could be simpler? We felt as far removed from day-to-day Iife as on
any foreign trip. Following a very relaxed crossing we went ashore to wander along sandy
lanes, stopping at a fruit and plant stall with an honesty tin. Eventually, among the subtropical vegetation, we found a shack serving light lunches.
It was getting too hot to walk through the afternoon, so we settled down on a perfect
beach, silver sand, deserted, not a scrap of litter in sight. Very soon I had to find what little
shade was available at the foot of the dunes, but this amounted to less than 6 inches. My
shirt made a useless parasol. Daughter-in-law sprawled regardless, she is one of those
lucky people who always manage a golden tan.
At some point we reluctantly admitted we weren't coping with the heat and started back to
the jetty, reasoning that the tide would turn at some point. It seemed much further walking
back but we kept hoping there would be somewhere to refill our water bottles. Not so.
Maybe the Duchy, not prioritising monetary gain, doesn't encourage too many tea tents and
mobile burger vans, but on the plus side there is no litter and no advertising!
So began our wait for the return ferry. Very thoughtfully, exasperated by the same
questions for as long as they could remember, the local authorities had put up an
explanatory notice for those lacking a grasp of the tides. It was along these lines:
"Visitors will have noted the presence of wet stuff around the islands. This is for the boats
to sail in. If there is no wet stuff visible, the boat is not due. Once the wet stuff starts to
reappear the tide is turning and the boat will be back quite soon. Thank you."
As more people joined what didn't quite look like a queue some would read and slowly
digest this information and then settle on the jetty to gaze at the horizon. One or two of
us nodded. We wondered if we should start chatting, but it seemed a bit over the top.
We listened to the grasshoppers, and the bees. Now and then it was necessary to shuffle a
stone baked rump. The depth of silence was sending us all into a state of trance.
Sure enough the wet stuff started to lap at our feet but we were no longer in any hurry.
The sun got slightly lower and the little ferry came alongside to take us back to Tresco,
calmly navigating the sandbanks and currents that had caught out mariners for centuries.
Anya Jary

~9~

March 2018

Prestbury Parish Magazine

~ 10 ~

Prestbury Parish Magazine

March 2018

Waiting for Sue
The new brochure for our Everyman Theatre has arrived and I was pleased to see that Sue
Holderness is back with us again. She was here a few years ago in the Bernard Shaw play
“Mrs Warren's Profession.”
I first met up with her when I went to see the latest American hit musical in the West End
at the end of 1999. It was “A Chorus Line” at the Drury Lane Theatre and I booked my
seat for the 3pm matinee. It was a cold day and I looked about for somewhere warm to
spend the next few hours.
I came across the Rock Garden cafe in Covent Garden and went in for a hot drink. They
had a lunchtime theatre performance at 1 o'clock which would be just right. The price was
70 pence but the subject matter did not inspire me as it was based on the Moors
Murderers. I wandered around looking at framed copies of the Melody Maker and expected
more customers for the play.
The staff were busy and eventually one came up to me. “Do you want us to do the play?”
Well I had invested seventy pence!
They said that I was the only one who had bought a ticket but they did need to do a lighting
rehearsal. So I sat in one of the odd chairs and watched “Our Kid” which told of the office
newcomer who influenced the young girl who worked there.
For the next hour the actress gave a dramatic performance, including some tap dancing. At
the end I could only congratulate her and found that her name was Sue Holderness who
had given me my Command Performance. She was later to find fame in “Only Fools and
Horses” and “The Green, Green Grass” as Boysie's wife. Now she is to appear in
“Quartet” and then go off on tour. Good luck, Sue.
Tudor Williams
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Finding God in a Hospital
I recently had the misfortune to spend six weeks in hospital after a fall. The first twenty
four hours passed in a blur of pain and bewilderment as I was moved no less than three
times.
However, once settled in an Acute ward and finding my bearings, I began to take in the
busy world around me. The nurses moved so fast about their work, they could have been
entered for a walking race! But as I watched them, day and night, I was reminded of Our
Lord’s and St Paul’s injunctions to us to “love one another, be generous, tender-hearted,
patient and full of kindliness”. All those virtues were there in abundance, laced with a
healthy dash of humour. I am full of admiration for those highly skilled and dedicated
people. Such is their dedication that when the first snow fell, and many were unable to get
in to do their shifts, others turned up of their own volition to fill the gaps, missing their
own off duty time. Contrary to what I have read in the press, morale is high and nothing is
ever too much trouble.
Sadly, all these great qualities are eclipsed by petty form filling and bad management,
particularly of arrivals and departures. When did you last hear anything positive about the
NHS? I would like my experience to be given wider publicity, proclaiming that God is
indeed to be found in a hospital.
Sue Fairclough

Our Lent Appeal
As we approach a time of joyful celebration in the Church calendar we
ask if you might consider doing something for international
relations…making a small but significant contribution towards greater
understanding worldwide.
HOST’s mission is to give a welcome to international students in
British homes for friendship and cultural exchange. Our volunteer
hosts can offer hospitality for one day (daytime only) or three days and two nights at the
weekend.
We operate all year round and would very much welcome more volunteer hosts to join us.
More information can be found on our website: www.hostuk.org
Or email us on: info@hostuk.org
Or telephone us on: 020 7739 6292
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Learning to Read
with help from the library’s new four-legged friend
The word ‘waiting’ for families and teachers often translates as having (endless!) patience as
children try to learn the skills they need to flourish
and be happy.
When learning to read, more self-conscious readers
often need a patient companion to wait and listen as
children attempt new sounds and words. Now, at
Prestbury Library we regularly invite a four-legged
companion to help!
Harvey – from Cheltenham Animal Shelter
– listens to a story read by one of our
younger readers

The concept of reading to animals has been established in the UK for several years, where
trained therapy dogs interact with selected children and listen to stories. Reading out loud
to the animals reduces the self-consciousness of children and can increase their literacy
skills.
At Prestbury Library, with great support from the Cheltenham Animal Shelter, we have
monthly sessions where a number of school children come along to read to the dogs, as
well as other activities. It has been warmly received by the children and teaching staff and
we hope to continue with it for struggling readers.
If you have any activity ideas for the library please get in touch. This month we also
start our new Coding Club for children (Tues 5-6pm). Pop in and ask us for details.
With best wishes from the Prestbury Library Team – Jo, Karen, Laura, Becky and Tessa
______________________________
The children of Prestbury are clearly well served by dogs who like listening to stories! My
Border terrier, Matt, has been listening to children read at St Mary’s Junior School for
nearly six years now. One of the teachers commented, “Matt's fun, calm attitude to the
children enables them to relax and enjoy their reading.”
As volunteers with the charity Therapy Dogs Nationwide, we also visit a care home. If you
have a calm, well-mannered dog that likes people and you have a little time to spare, why
not consider joining us? Your dog will need to be assessed for temperament before being
allowed to visit. Do have a look at our website therapydogsnationwide.org, or give me a ring
to find out more.
Jerry Porter, 01242 583296
~ 13 ~
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Bible Reading Fellowship Daily Notes, May 2018 - April 2019
Have you always intended to spend more time getting to know your Bible? If so, perhaps
you would like to try the BRF daily Bible reading notes which can introduce us to some
unfamiliar passages as well as provoke thought about the more well-known readings. The
new members of our congregation who started a subscription last year have found the
notes very useful.
The time for renewal of subscriptions is approaching. There has been a small price increase,
but we pay no postage charge when ordering all our books as a group. Currently our order
is for 28 books, and I would be very pleased to hear from any member of our Team
congregations who would like to join the scheme and place an order with the group. If
there are any changes or cancellations by existing readers please let me know as soon as
possible as our order should be submitted before 7th March 2018.
The available titles are as follows:
New Daylight

£4.50 per copy

New Daylight Large Print

£5.75

Guidelines

£4.50

Day by Day with God

£4.50

Quiet Spaces

£4.50

Get Messy

£4.50

Upper Room

£4.50

Bible reflections for Older People

£4.99

I have samples of most of these if you would like to borrow them.
All books are issued 3 times a year and the subscription is paid for the whole year in
advance, for the period May 2018 – April 2019. However, the order can be cancelled
during the year and a refund obtained if necessary.
Please let me know if you wish to change your order, or start a new one. For further
information please contact Wendy Price 01242 523534 wendy.price@prestbury.net
Thank you.
Wendy Price
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Royal School of Church Music Festival at the Cathedral
Some members of the St Nicolas choir recently took part in the Royal School of Church
Music Festival at the Cathedral. There were around 100 singers including the Cathedral
Choir and they were immersed in some wonderful music. Part of the service was devoted
to presenting awards to three choristers throughout the county and our own Judith
Thomson received the Dean's bronze award. The examination consisted of various aspects
of choir life including a high standard of sight singing, music theory, and a good knowledge
of the liturgy. She also gave a very good account of life at St Nicolas. Judith was awarded a
highly commended mark and now wears her green ribbon with pride. She is looking
forward to working towards her silver and gold awards.
Jerry Spence
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Burns Night Celebration
On Saturday 20th January 2018 we gathered in the Village Hall at Uckington to celebrate
Scotland’s National Poet in the way he would have wanted. This was a lively evening
organised by Shelagh Holder, Ian Richings and David Williams with Sarah Jones.
We started with the Celtic Grace read by the Revd Howard Nichols. After cock-a-leekie
soup we were upstanding for the Haggis, carried by Hilary Foulkes, to be piped into the hall
by Sandy Walker (from Four Weddings and a Funeral!). After he and Jennie Hawdon recited
some of Burn’s poems we tucked into the Haggis with Tatties and Neeps (or sausages or
veggie option) followed by Tipsy Laird, all prepared by Lynda Hodges. Ian Richings gave the
Toast to the Lassies and Vanessa Richings (pictured with Ian and Sandy) replied.
Later there was music and plenty of dancing from members of the Cheltenham branch of
the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society and ourselves led by Anne Walker. All proceeds
will be donated to Christian Aid. Thank you for a most enjoyable evening.

Pictures by Brian Wood
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Put a Spring Back into Your Lawn
Spring is nearly upon us and after the winter we’ve just experienced, now is the time to act
if you want your lawn looking its very best for summer. By carrying out the right
treatments now, you’ll not only be the envy of all your neighbours but you can help your
lawn to remain luscious all year round.
Get a head start with aeration
Carrying out aeration will help improve drainage in your lawn, especially with the abundance
of rain and snow we’ve had. This process is integral to a year-round, beautiful lawn.
Aeration is normally recommended late March/early April when the ground is soft enough
to benefit. Grab your garden pitchfork, or ideally your lawn aerator, and pierce holes in
your lawn about four inches deep, distributed evenly across the lawn, focussing on any
problem areas.
Aeration will also help to control or eliminate moss and will ultimately improve your lawn’s
health and appearance.
A moss treatment will transform your lawn from shabby to stunning
Any lawn care buff will know that moss control is a priority in the month of March. As well
as making your lawn look uncared for, moss outperforms grass and will reduce the quality
and density of your lawn.
A moss treatment in March could save time and effort in later spring. If you applied moss
killer in autumn, repeating the treatment again now will continue to prevent further moss
encroachment in the garden.
Scarification for a lovely, lush lawn
Over this intense winter, your lawn will have gathered a build-up of moss and thatch that
can only be effectively removed by scarifying.
Whilst scarification puts the grass plant under some intense stress, carrying out this job in
the spring will ensure there is plenty of quality growing time for the plant to make a full
recovery. In just a few short weeks, you should have a lush carpet of thick, green grass to enjoy.
Food for thought
The spring is the very beginning of the growing season and your lawn needs to keep its
strength up to give it the best chance of surviving through the long (we hope) hot (even
more hope) summer! Appropriate feed treatments now will start your lawn’s growth off
right.
TruGreen, the specialist lawn care business, is owned and operated by local lawn care
expert Mike Simmonds. If you want TruGreen to get your lawn in immaculate condition,
give Mike a call. All treatment packages are bespoke to each and every customer and you
can now book your free, no obligation, 14-point lawn analysis by contacting Mike on
01452 223329 or gloucestershire@trugreen.org.uk
Mike Simmonds
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A warm welcome awaits

Winchcombe Day Care Centre
If you are an older person who would like to see more than your four walls – we can help.
Here at Winchcombe Day Centre we provide fun and stimulating activities, in a
comfortable, safe and friendly environment, if you’re an older member of our community.
Our professionally qualified and caring staff are supported by a team of kind volunteers and
our aim is to improve the quality of life for older people, especially those who may feel
socially isolated and lonely, are housebound, moderately disabled, or have memory loss.
Our recently refurbished, purpose-built facilities are open three-days-a-week and transport
options are available to get you to and from the Centre in Langley Road, Winchcombe.
On a typical day at the Centre you would socialise, chat and make new friends, enjoy a
nutritional, two-course lunch, have regular refreshments, take part in stimulating activities
such as quizzes, card and board games, Mindsong sessions, craft activities, movement and
music and gentle chair exercise. We offer aromatherapy and massage treatments, have
guest visitors and celebrate seasonal and national events, birthdays and anniversaries and
we run trips and outings.
Centre Manager Vicky Weaver said: “People are sometimes a bit reticent to come to the
day centre, but once they’ve been, we can’t keep them away. It’s a very special place and
there is so much on offer, including fun and laughter, friendship and support.”
Enjoy a free taster day
Six-week trial for new members
Call to find out more 01242 603207
info@winchcombedaycarecentre.com

Winchcombe Day Care Centre is a registered charity No
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Book Review

I am Malala
by Malala Yousafzai with Christina Lamb (ISBN: 9780297870913)
The story of Malala, a teenager from Pakistan who was shot by the Taliban, is an inspiring
one for me personally and for many people worldwide. Her campaign for the rights of all
girls to be educated in school has been life-changing for so many, and led to her being
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, the youngest ever nominee.
In this book she shares the experiences of her life with her family in the Swat area of
northern Pakistan, which is very different now to the beautiful and welcoming place which I
visited in 1977, and no longer a tourist destination. She gives detailed and interesting
accounts of the fluctuating political and religious situation, important historical events,
natural disasters and the rise of the Taliban and its influence in her country. Malala is a very
intelligent girl, who was educated at a school run by her father, a teacher, who was a
passionate and outspoken advocate of education for all. She continued to attend even after
the Taliban had tried to ban girls from attending school. She was encouraged to speak
publicly, initially using scripts written by her father. She continued to write her own
speeches, and also record a diary which was published by the BBC, and give interviews on
local and national radio in Pakistan. At the age of 14 she was awarded a Pakistan Peace
Prize, and travelled widely speaking about the rights of girls to be educated. As she became
very well known, in October 2012, aged 15, she was identified as a target and shot while in
the school bus on her way home. Her life threatening injuries led to her transfer to the UK
for treatment.
Malala’s extraordinary courage in speaking out under all circumstances is amazing. I have
been privileged to hear her speaking at a Rotary Conference. In spite of her horrific injuries
she speaks clearly and with great passion. She continues her advocacy and has set up the
Malala Fund.
Her book is co-written by Christina Lamb, one of the world’s leading foreign
correspondents, who has reported on Pakistan and Afghanistan since 1987. I recommend
this book, especially to anyone who is interested in the free availability of education for
everyone in all countries. You will finish it feeling better informed about one of the most
turbulent regions in the world, and full of admiration for Malala and her family.
Wendy Price
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Prestbury WI News
On Monday 12th March Pam Slater will join us to give what promises to be a very
interesting talk about ‘Pearls’. Pam has a life-long passion for them and will be telling us how
they are formed, and their different shapes and sizes as well as colours – she encourages all
who attend to wear their own pearls.
On 3rd February the WI held another successful Soup and Pudding lunch. The catering
committee excelled themselves (even by their own exalted standards!) with the magnificent
choice of soups and puddings on offer.
On Saturday 3rd March from 10.30am we are holding a coffee morning in aid of the ‘Saving
Denman Appeal’. Denman is the WI’s own residential college at Marcham, Oxfordshire. All
are welcome – only £2 for refreshments.
Visitors are always welcome at our WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of
each month at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road.
For further information on WI activities please contact Hilary Brick on 01242 517964.
Hilary Brick

Marle Hill WI News

We had a most interesting talk by Mike Bottomley about Rudyard Kipling at our February
meeting. Kipling was born in Bombay, educated in England and returned to Lahore as
deputy editor of a magazine, writing poetry in his spare time. He was the third most read
author, after the Bible and Shakespeare, and was very much a man of his time. After
travelling and returning to England to write full time he married and went to live in
America. When his young daughter died he published the Just So Stories – a collection of
the stories he told to his children. His son John went missing presumed dead in the war
and he wrote the poem ‘My Boy Jack’ in his memory. He was one of the founders of the
Imperial War Graves Commission – ‘Known only to God’ and ‘Lest we Forget’ being two
of his quotes. He also wrote some of the King’s speeches during the war. He never
accepted awards or titles but did get the Nobel Prize for literature.
We have had several new members join us since the New Year and have enjoyed lunches
at Simpson’s and the College restaurant and craft and book club get-togethers. Michael
Portillo entertained us one afternoon at the Town Hall, very enjoyable. A Canal Art
Workshop day resulted in a plaque of colourful roses and a castle scene in the traditional style.
The month of March sees our Annual Council Meeting in the Town Hall, with Adam
Henson paying a return visit as one of the guest speakers. A coffee morning at Janet’s in aid
of Denman College and a day at the Races to watch the Gold Cup are also in the diary.
Several members have been very busy over the past few months stitching away at some of
the embroidered panels to commemorate the centenary of the RAF. There are ten of
these altogether, depicting some of the airfields in Gloucestershire, and they are scheduled
to be exhibited at various places before, we hope, being homed at the Jet Museum. The
official handover to the RAFA has been arranged before the actual anniversary in April.
‘Stress Management and the Importance of Sleep’ is the title of Janet Dowling’s talk on Monday
5th March. If you feel you would benefit from this subject you are welcome to join us for
the evening at 7.30 at St Nicolas’ Hall, Swindon Lane where you will be made most welcome.
Sara Jefferies.
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Mothering Sunday at St Mary’s - 11th March 2018
Our congregations have always given so much to help us celebrate Mothering Sunday at
St Mary’s. Once more we would like to ask for your continued valued support by donating
posies for our Mums for our Sunday services.
All posies can be delivered to St Mary’s on the morning of Saturday 10th March, where you
can place them in water buckets by the font.
For those who have never been involved before, but would like to take part, and for
further information, please contact Rosalind Waters on 07900 675747.
Thank you to all our friends and neighbours for helping to share the joys of Mothering
Sunday.
Rosalind Waters

Cheltenham Art Club
We are a not for profit group, we lease a ground floor studio on Townsend Street in the
Lower High Street area. This is used for regular weekly groups, talks demonstrations and
workshops. Classes are arranged and are also open to non members.
We aim to provide a friendly and relaxed atmosphere in which to paint and socialise with
those who have similar interests.
New members are always welcome and add diversity and individuality to the club.
Membership is £40.00 a year (January) with a sliding scale as the year progresses.
Each term we pay £25.00 for the use of the studio, members can use the studio, attend any
of the groups as many times as they wish during the week. These costs cover the lease, and
other day-to-day expenses.
59 Townsend St, Cheltenham, GL51 9HA
Please see our website www.cheltenhamartclub.co.uk for more details. We are also on
Facebook.
Jill Hammond
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Forthcoming Events
Highbury’s Women’s World Day of Prayer Service
This service is on 2nd March at 1.45pm. The theme is All God’s Creation is Very Good!
It has been prepared by the Christian Women of Suriname .
I would love to hear from anyone who would like to take part, please ring 522050.
The service is open to everyone so please publicise it widely.
There are other services at other times around the town; details of these
at ellanda60@theemailco.net
Further information about WWDP movement: www.wwdp.org.uk .
Felicity Cleaves

URC Coffee Morning – Saturday 3rd March 10.30 to noon
The monthly coffee morning will take place on Saturday 3rd March from 10.30 to noon. As
well as teas, coffees and teacakes, there will be books, cakes and a raffle. Plenty of
conversation will be guaranteed!

QUIZ NIGHT at St Nicolas Hall
Saturday 10 March, 7.00pm
Once again Noel and Michael Brick have put together a quiz with questions for everyone.
Bar available. Teams of 4-6. Entry £5

QUIZ, St Mary Magdalene fund raising
Saturday 10 March, 7.00pm for 7.30pm Village Hall, Uckington (GL51 9SR)
It’s Quiz Time!!
Come with a team or form one on the night (maximum of 6). Baked Potato & choice of
fillings. Raffle with cash prize(s). A Prize for the Winning Team. Bar will be open. Entry –
£6. An evening like no other. Any questions, contact Shelagh Holder, 01242 680952.
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Mothering Sunday
Sunday 11 March, 10.45am,
St Mary Magdalene Church (GL51 9TJ)
“As a mother comforts a child so will I comfort
you, says the Lord” (Isaiah 66.13). Mothering
Sunday is a popular service, also associated with
traditions in England which date back to the
16th century (where people were encouraged
to return to their “mother church” where they
had been baptised). Please join us – as a
son/daughter or as a mother yourself!

Musica Vera
Saturday 17 March 2018 – 7.30 pm St Mary’s Church, Mill Street, Prestbury
Conductor David Dewar, Accompanist John Wade.

Our European Inheritance: An exploration of choral music from five centuries
including “Hear my Prayer” (Mendelssohn).
Also performing: Major Pipework (Recorders), Conductor Terry Hobbs.
Admission £10 at the door. Children under 16 free.
Angela Walker

Palm Sunday – 25th March
The Prestbury Palm Sunday procession will arrive at the URC from St Mary’s at about
10.30am when we will hold a short joint service at the foot of the Village Cross (if wet we
will all be inside!). After the procession moves off the URC congregation will return inside
for the monthly communion service led by Julie Jefferies.

Good Friday – 30th March
There will be a Celebrate! all-age worship service on Good Friday at St Mary’s at 10.30 am
to which all are warmly invited. This is usually a lively but thought-provoking service.
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Jumble Sale, St Mary Magdalene fund raising
Saturday 7 April, 2.00pm, Village Hall, Uckington (GL51 9SR)
Please donate and please come along. Donations gladly accepted from Saturday 10:00am
onwards, or as agreed. Contact Verina Morgan on 01242 234480 for further details.

Notice of Prestbury APCM – 22nd April 2018
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows the Annual Meeting of Parishioners,
will take place on Sunday 22nd April at St Nicolas' Church at 3.00pm. This is a chance to
come to hear a review and reports of what has taken place during the last year, together
with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask questions.
At the meeting elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) take place. Nominations
for PCC members will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the
two Sundays prior to the meeting. Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a
person who is on the Electoral Roll of the parish and they should also be asked if they are
willing to stand! Please may I ask all those people who provide reports for the meeting to
let me have them by Sunday 25th March, or before if possible? Many thanks.
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 3.00pm, is a short meeting to elect
Churchwardens: two for St Mary’s and two for St Nicolas’. Candidates must be nominated
and seconded before the meeting begins and nomination lists will also be displayed on the
notice boards of both churches. Anyone who lives within the parish or who is on the
church electoral roll may attend and vote at this meeting.
Stella Caney, PCC Secretary

Parish Electoral Roll
The Parish Electoral Roll has nothing to do with political or local elections, that’s the Electoral
Register which you must join. The Church of England is run democratically and therefore each
parish has its own Electoral Roll. Joining it does not oblige you in any way, but it does give you the
opportunity to be more involved in the running of the church.
To be on the Electoral Roll you have to be:
 baptised (christened)
 a member of the Church of England
 living in the parish, or regularly attending worship in the parish for at least six months
 at least 16 years old
If you have any questions about this please speak to one of the clergy or churchwardens or Brian
Wood. Application forms to be admitted to the Prestbury Parish Electoral Roll are available in
church and on the website of this parish, www.prestbury.net
To be entitled to attend the next Annual Parochial Church Meeting, (APCM) and to take part in its
proceedings, you need to have returned your application form to Brian Wood by Sunday 1st
April 2018. A few weeks before this date I will post in church the names of those already on the
roll. Please check you are listed and your address is correct.

Brian Wood, Electoral Roll officer
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March 2018 Diary
SUN

4 1430

Baptism of Charles Bostock
and Sophie Hazell
Mon
5 1430
Christianity Explored - Lent course
1900
Swindon Village PCC Meeting
Lent Group
Tue
6 1400
Wives Fellowship service
1800
Study at Six
1900
Communion followed by
1930
Prestbury PCC Meeting
1900
Holy Communion for Lent
2030
The Bell Ringers AGM
Wed
7
Team Vicar Interviews
1930
Musica Vera Concert rehearsal
Thu
8 1400
St Mary’s Flower Arranging AGM
SUN 11
Mothering Sunday
Tue 13 – Fri 16 daytimes The Festival - Car Parking
Tue
13 1900
Holy Communion for Lent
Fri
16 1400
John Mead Art Group
Sat
17 1030-1200 Cake Day and Coffee Morning
1300
Musica Vera Concert rehearsal
1930
Musica Vera Concert
SUN 18
Baptism of Brodie Green
Tue
20 1030
Reading Group
1800
Study at Six
Wed 21 1430
Welcome on Wednesday
SUN 25
Palm Sunday
0800
Said Eucharist, Blessing of Palms
0800
Said Eucharist, Blessing of Palms
0900* Procession to St Nicolas from
0930
Sung Eucharist
0930* Celebrate! plus procession to Capel
Court
1010* Meet in St Mary church for blessing of
palms and process
1030* Gospel reading and hymn at Prestbury
URC then process back to St Mary
1100* Continue with Sung Eucharist in St Mary

St Mary
Gas Green Baptist Church
St Lawrence
Neil and Sarah Jones' home
St Mary
5 Priory Mews
St Mary
St Mary
St Lawrence
St Mary
St Nicolas
St Mary
St Mary
St Nicolas
St Lawrence
St Nicolas
Swindon Village Hall
St Mary
St Mary
St Lawrence
Capel Cout
5 Priory Mews
St Nicolas
St Mary
All Saints
Wymans Brook
St Nicolas
St Mary
St Mary
Prestbury URC
St Mary

* times are to be confirmed – please check in weekly news sheet
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SUN 25 1000
continued
1015
1045
1000

Mon

Tue

Wed
Thu

Fri

Sat

26

27

28
29

30

31

Procession from CTFC Training Ground
to St Lawrence
Holy Communion with Palms
Holy Communion with Palms
Procession from Berkhampstead Day
Nursery to All Saints
1015
Parish Sung Mass
1830
Evening Prayer
1830
Evensong
1830
Meditation on the Passion
Monday of Holy Week
1000-1200 Monday Club
1930
Journeying with Jesus
Tuesday of Holy Week
1000
Said Holy Communion
1900
Holy Communion for Lent
1930
Prestbury Mothers' Union
1930
Eucharist and Stations of the Cross
Wednesday of Holy Week
1930
Eucharist and Stations of the Cross
Maundy Thursday
1030* Service of the Word
1115* Service of the Word
1100
Chrism service
1900
Seder Meal
1930
Sung Eucharist and Watch
2100
Watch at Altar of Repose
Good Friday
1030
Service at the Cross
1030
Celebrate! All-age service
1030
Good Friday reflection
1030
The Journey to the Cross
1200
Good Friday Meditation
1400
Celebration of the Lord's Passion
1400
Good Friday liturgy
2100
Paschal Liturgy and First Eucharist

St Lawrence
St Mary Magdalene

All Saints
St Mary
St Lawrence
All Saints
Uckington Village Hall
St Nicolas
St Nicolas
St Lawrence
St Nicolas
All Saints
St Mary
St Mary
All Saints
Gloucester Cathedral
Gas Green Baptist Church
All Saints
St Nicolas and St Mary
St Mary Magdalene
St Mary
St Nicolas
All Saints
St Lawrence
St Mary
All Saints
St Mary

* to be confirmed – please check in weekly news sheet
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April 2018 Diary
SUN

1
0600
0800
0930
0930
1030
1030
1045
1100
1830
1830
1830

Easter Day
Sunrise Paschal Liturgy and First Eucharist
Said Eucharist
Celebrate!
Sung Eucharist
Together @ Ten Thirty
Sung Parish Mass and Procession
All Age Eucharist
Sung Eucharist
Holy Communion
Evensong
Choral Evensong and Benediction

All Saints
St Mary
St Mary
St Nicolas
St Lawrence
All Saints
St Mary Magdalene
St Mary
St Lawrence
Capel Court
All Saints

Regular Weekly Events
Mondays

1000-1130

Urchins Toddler Group (in term time)

URC, Deep Street

Coffee Drop In

St Mary

1030-1200

Chatterbox

St Lawrence

1000-1200

Prestbury Friday Circle

URC, Deep Street

Team Surgery

St Nicolas

Tuesdays 1030-1200
Fridays

Saturdays 1030-1100

March 2018 Calendar
SUNDAY

4 3rd Sunday of Lent

SUNDAY

11 MOTHERING
SUNDAY

SUNDAY

18 5th Sunday of Lent
Passiontide begins

SUNDAY

25 PALM SUNDAY

From the Registers
Prestbury
Baptisms
January

14 Sienna Rae Wheeler
21 Willow Grace Akester
28 Otis Humphrey Cathcart
Newman
Joshua George Howard

April 2018 Calendar
SUNDAY

1 EASTER DAY

Funerals
January

18 Elizabeth Dawn Hay
25 David Wheeler
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES
in March
St Mary, Prestbury
Sunday

08.00
09.30
11.00
1st Sunday
18.30
2nd Sunday
18.30
Other Sundays 18.30
Monday
09.00
Wednesday
09.00
18.00
Thursday
10.30
Saturday
09.30

St Nicolas, Prestbury
Sunday
Tuesday
All Saints
Sunday

Last Sunday
Thursday

Said Eucharist
Celebrate! All-age worship
Sung Eucharist (except 2nd Sunday)
Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court
Benediction in St Mary
Evening Prayer in St Mary
Morning Prayer (excluding Bank Holidays)
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist

09.30
09.00
10.00

Sung Eucharist
Morning Prayer
Said Eucharist

08.00
10.30
18.30
18.30
09.00
11.15

Said Mass
Sung Mass
Choral Evensong
Choral Evensong with Benediction
Morning Prayer
Said Mass

St Lawrence, Swindon Village
1st Sunday
10.30
18.30
2nd & 4th
09.15
18.30
3rd Sunday
10.30
18.30
5th Sunday
09.15
18.30

Together @ Ten Thirty (all-age service)
Sung Holy Communion
BCP Holy Communion
Evensong
Together @ The Table (family communion)
Evensong
Holy Communion
Songs of Praise
Next is on 29 April
(alternates with St Mary Magdalene)

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke
1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.45 Holy Communion
5th Sunday either 10.45 Holy Communion
or
18.30 Songs of Praise

Next is on 29 July
(alternates with St Lawrence. On the Sundays we
host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)
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David and Goliath
When (Goliath) saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth… But
David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a shield and
with a javelin; but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts.”… So David
prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone.
1 Samuel 17, verses 42, 45, 50; NRSV
O WHERE DID this all start and what was David doing there?

S

This probably started with Jacob’s favouritism for Joseph and the jealousies that this
engendered. Here, several centuries later, we enter the history of Israel at the point
where Saul has at last united the tribes of Israel and has been made King. He is beset
on all sides, constantly having to fend off invasion and now has a country to run, a job he
did not want in the first place. He becomes depressed and overwrought.
The prophet Samuel appoints David, a skilled lyre player, the youngest son of Jesse of the
tribe of Judah, to calm Saul. David is a confident self-sufficient and intelligent youth. Think
JPR Williams of the Welsh rugby team, a highly intelligent doctor and a skilled violin player
as well as a superb athlete. As far as Israel is concerned Saul, since David’s intervention, is
calmer and he begins to make inroads against the enemy and to establish peace.
David rapidly becomes used to palace life and the opportunity to observe how power is
structured. Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, impatient at Saul’s slow and cautious style of kingship,
has a disagreement with the Philistine Governor of Gilead, and kills him. The Philistines
raise a huge army and march on the land of Benjamin; they offer to settle the matter by
champion, - a not unusual means of solving a stand-off in those days. On their side they put
forward the gigantic Goliath, whom they hope will terrify the Israelites into submission.
The teenage David, held back at court to keep Saul calm, goes down to his brothers on the
front line to replenish food supplies. David well knows that whoever defeats Goliath will be
secure for life. He sees his chance. The narrative has many confusing references, and some
scholars question whether these events actually took place, but the story does give us a
chance to unpick some attributes of the newcomer David. He has spent many years feeding
himself with small animals brought down by a simple sling shot and honing his skills against
large wild animals, wolves and bears. He is used to assessing their speed and style of attack.
David proceeds to the valley floor, selects several smooth stones of the type he uses to
carry in his shepherd’s purse and forming a sling he approaches Goliath. Some modern
physicians consider that Goliath had Elephantiasis, which like many people with larger than
normal proportions, leads to ponderous movement. At some point Goliath removes his
helmet probably the better to hurl insults… and snap! David, the wily, intelligent, ambitious
youth has him.
There is much we should take to heart from this story in terms of standing up for basic
principles, even in daunting circumstances and persevering to the very end. If we fail in this
it will even be, in the words of the Russian-American writer Ayn Rand, ‘to betray our own
souls’. Therefore, however small and helpless we may feel, may we listen to The Lord and do his
bidding.’
John Moles
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Prestbury Parish Magazine is published on the last Sunday of the month.
The deadline for copy is the Sunday 2 weeks before this.
Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’
c/o 2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN
or by email to magazine@prestbury.net

April Magazine Deadline: Sunday 11 March 2018
Future Themes:

April

Doors

May

Entertainment

