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Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged at the Team Surgery on Saturdays 10.30-11.00 am 
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Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 
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Festivals – and what is behind them? 

HE CHRISTIAN YEAR is dotted with festivals. We are pretty good at 
celebrating! But maybe this December and new year, we might stop and 

ponder: what is the place of Christian festivals in our nation’s life?  

Some background first of all. A clergyman was walking from his car in the Sainsbury’s car 

park trying to avoid the puddles and pouring rain. Suddenly, a rather grumpy looking couple 

stopped right in front of him, blocking his path. The wife elbowed her husband in his ribs. 

She pointed at the clergyman, with her carrier bags swaying at the end of her outstretched 

arm. “Look”, she said, “look, a vicar out shopping.” As if this clergyman, as if he was a rare 

car, an unusual plant or even an exotic pet. The lady continued pointing at him and the 

clergyman was getting cross. The lady’s husband enquired: ‘Do they still have vicars then?’ 

‘Oh yes’, his wife replied, ‘they’ve got one on Coronation Street.’ Meanwhile, church 

leaders like the soon to retire Archbishop of York have clearly had enough of this kind of 

‘backs against the wall’ Christianity, getting even crosser than our vicar, and show every 

sign of being a pain in the backside of the establishment and entrenched C of E bashers. 

What do this vicar and the Archbishop have in common? What they share is anger that any 

priest could be turned into some kind of exhibit. Do festivals therefore seem little more 

than an illusion over the surface of religious decay, what Pink Floyd called in 1972 ‘the 

tolling of the iron bell which draws the faithful to their knees to hear the softly spoken 

magic spells’? 

I contend that we’re actually clearing the platform for a time of re-building of the Christian 

faith.  

First though, let’s look at the lie of the land. Our Christian foundations might seem to be 

slipping. Did you know that 200,000 people registered their religion as ‘Jedi Knight’ at the 

last census? Another 400,000 people registered their religion as ‘pagan’. Meanwhile, there 

are only 800,000 others like us in churches on Sundays. Given that to describe yourself as 

Jedi Knight demands a certain level of personal commitment, there might be almost as many of 

them as there are of us. Meanwhile, church attendance has fallen by 1% a year since 1980. 

With this in mind let’s get back to re-building because shortly I’d love to ask you to do 

something. In Mark’s Gospel (chapter 13, first 8 verses) the disciples pressed Jesus for a 

timetable, a run-down of the days to when the end of things would be – before that re-

building can happen. The answer Jesus gives them is vague yet precise. It’s vague, in that he 

gives no date. It’s precise, in that the signs of the times will leave no room for doubt. 

In fact, the shocking-ness of these signs prompts us always to be ready for what is to come, 

regardless of when. Remember Jesus is talking about demolition here not restoration. 

There will be no cleaned-up, restored and power-washed shop facades. Everything must go. 

It’s an act of faith to accept that Jesus gives no answer about timing to his disciples or to us. 

Part of the Christian discipline (now there’s a word we’re not used to) is to accept the 

need to wait.  

What it’s not is a waiting where we sit in the pews and do nothing. What I am sure it is, is a 

desire to share our faith with those alongside us and those who might come back.  

> 

T 
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< That’s where I would love it if you do something this Christmas which will make a big 

difference. First, would you to set aside some special extra time to pray each day? All of 

two or three minutes are fine. In that prayer time, ask the Holy Spirit to lead you to one 

person. Don’t worry about how unprepared you feel to do this. May be someone who is 

feeling like giving up or unwell; or someone who is missing one they love. And second, tell 

them that their name came to you in prayer. 

Having done this praying, then let God start to build someone new or build them back up 

again, in the confidence that being able to pray like this does not belong to some privileged 

elite but to ordinary ones like you and me. We, who take God’s promises at His word, 

possessing Jesus and his promises with a passion.  

Fr Nick  

 

 

 

Festivals, Fairs and Markets 

Given a fine day and trouble-free traffic, a visit to a cheese festival, antiques fair or craft 

market can be great fun.  No deadlines to meet, no dress code, no picnic necessary.  Just a 

day of ambling along with the crowds setting the pace, pausing to admire others’ 

workmanship or talk yourself into buying something. 

Plant stalls can be irresistible, with local varieties not seen for years maybe, possible 

replacements for favourites obliterated by pruning shears in the wrong hands.  Often there 

are old farming implements on offer, not quite a garden ornament but just the statement 

piece needed for a forlorn corner of one’s estate or yard.  Not really impulse buying, is it? 

It’s more like inspiration!  At some point a tea tent will appear, with scones one hopes, or 

mulled wine depending on the season.  Should you be enticed by the perfect pig on a spit, 

have a slice with apple sauce and crackling. 

An Autumn fair is just the place to slip almost unnoticed into the Christmas shopping 

mood, much more enjoyable than wading through websites.  You can actually sample the 

preserves, rub the wellie-warmers through your hands, smell the garlands of spices and 

dried orange slices.  We can recall the pleasure of just being with others in relaxed 

situations, which used to happen all the time.  We shared everyday experiences 

unremarked, and in real time, nothing virtual about it.  It would be good to think children 

may notice a difference with online shopping, where everything is available at the click of a 

mouse, with no sense of the cost involved.  

They may learn the discipline of delayed gratification while choosing and paying for treats to 

be saved, especially for someone else.  From this follows a greater sense of anticipation. 

If only there were time, and we weren’t constantly checking our screens.   

As it is, the food packaging industry could enforce alternative labels for mince pies et al  

(which would help me personally).  “NOT before 24th Dec”.   

Anya Jary  
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What Are Days For? 

Imagine a life or a world without any festivals or festivities. I suppose that is the kind of life 

other creatures lead but human Cheltenham has now become a home to Festivals of all 

sorts: Jazz, Food and Drink, Cricket, Poetry, Science, Music, and Literature as well as the 

famous Festival of the Horse which affects Prestbury at various times during the year.  

The words fête, festival and festivity all derive ultimately from the Latin festum and the 

Romans certainly filled their calendar with seasonal celebrations. Our own Christian 

festivals of Christmas and Easter coincide roughly with the winter solstice and the return of 

spring. Such timings point perhaps towards the older pagan forerunners of the feasts and to 

our dependence on the celestial bodies which dictate our sense of time and time passing: 

the reliable rotation of the earth, the moon and its monthly phases, and the planet’s year-

long orbit around the life-giving sun. To St Francis they were ‘Brother Sun’ and ‘Sister 

Moon’, while Easter is so named after Ēastre, a goddess associated with Spring. Why 

therefore does humanity feel such a need to celebrate, religiously or otherwise, the various 

staging posts of the year from Hogmanay to Diwali and beyond? 

In one poem, Philip Larkin talks about ‘The artful tensions of the calendar’ and even the 

days of the week denote their origins in a mish-mash of superseded religions, superstition, 

homage and worship: Sunday, Moonday, Tiw’s day, Woden’s Day, Thor’s day, Frigga’s Day 

and Saturn’s Day. When we talk about a carnival atmosphere we are symbolically saying a 

farewell to meat (carno + levare) to preserve our livestock at the beginning of Lent, which 

may be linked semantically to the Old English Lencten (spring, lent) and the lengthening of 

the day. 

Secular life has also entered the arena by instituting Bank Holidays and exploiting the 

mercenary possibilities of festivals, religious and otherwise. I think of the Americanization of 

Halloween, the commercial outpourings of St Valentine’s Day and the emergence of 

Father’s Day to match Mothering Sunday. Sales of cards and flowers increase as a result and 

so probably do family reunions. 

But the nature of feasts and festivals is not simply about tracing their linguistic origins and 

cultural practices. So what do they signify? One aspect is presumably that we wish to share 

and celebrate our own survival and appreciation of the yearly cycle. High days and holidays 

lift us above the daily routines and necessary chores of diurnal drudgery. Christmas offers 

new light and rebirth at a time of midwinter darkness, while Easter celebrates the 

resurrection and renewals of spring in ‘Earth’s immeasurable surprise’, to quote one of 

Larkin’s less lugubrious lines.  

Such feasts and festivals must have been all the more desirable in days when food 

production was so much more evidently precarious and dependent on cooperation and a 

good harvest. This celebratory element helps to explain the annual thanksgivings of harvest 

festivals and harvest suppers. We commemorate that which reattaches us to the earth 

which in turn provides all the produce (animal, vegetable, mineral) which we eat and drink. 

Feasts and festivals can therefore be a way to express our gratitude for such primal and 

manifold blessings as family, friendships, food, drink and for whatever else sustains us, 

whether it is jazz, cricket, poetry, science, music or faith itself. 

(continues at foot of next page) 
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When Christmas comes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Are Days For?  (continued from previous page) 

If we stop to ponder, it is no supernatural wonder that we celebrate and give thanks for 

what we cannot do without. Imagine a human lifetime devoid of feasts or festivals. It would 

be a grim life sentence in a gulag of loneliness. Thank providence then that we can enjoy 

life’s blessings while they and it last.  

Duncan Forbes  

When winter’s watery sun lays low 

On brown and barren land,  

And melancholy trees stand bare  

Waiting for new crowns, 

In we fetch some evergreen  

And celebrate with holly. 

 

When shortened days focus lives 

Upon the glowing fire, and  

whispers tell of presents hidden 

In secret loft and cupboard, 

All hopes around the tree abound 

There’s magic in the air. 

 

When the candle’s quiet assurance  

Glows to illuminate the room, 

We’re reminded of an earlier time  

When a stable light first shone for us 

Piercing though the gloom; a gift, 

A gift that’s still being given! 

John Powell     
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Harvest Festival at St Nicolas 

Picture by Marcus Steel 

After the service on 14 October the congregation moved into the hall for scones and 

cream and jolly entertainment with a Harvest theme from Daphne’s Gang. 

 

 

 

 

HAIL THEE FESTIVAL DAY 

We have to thank the Revd John Edwards (De La Bere) for introducing festivals to 

St Mary’s.  Of that I am quite sure. 

As a chorister here in the 1940s and 1950s, the hymn I enjoyed singing more than any was 

the processional hymn for Easter Sunday morning “HAIL THEE FESTIVAL DAY”, which was 

sung in plainsong as intended. 

Plainsong at Prestbury was discontinued when Norman Kent became vicar in the early 

1950s but I later discovered that the hymn was in regular use on Easter Day at Gloucester 

Cathedral. 

(continues at foot of next page)  
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Proposed admissions Policies for  

Prestbury St Mary’s Federation for 2020 

The Governing Body of the Federation is proposing to make some changes to the schools 

admissions policies beginning in 2020. The current policies and proposed policies can be 

found in full on the schools websites http://www.prestburystmarysfederation.co.uk/.  

The traditional catchment area for the schools has always been the ecclesiastical parish of 

Prestbury, but in 2018 the Governors introduced a priority area in the eastern side of the 

parish as the children who lived there were disadvantaged by having no close alternative 

schools. The addresses included in the priority area are on the school websites (but with 

some exceptions are broadly: Bouncers Lane, Glebe Road, Tatchley Lane, The Burgage, 

Bowbridge Lane and all roads in the parish to the east of these). 

The proposed policy of order of precedence for admission to the Infant School : 

1. Looked-after or previously looked-after children 

2. Siblings (ranked by distance within the 3 categories: priority area/non-priority 

area/outside the parish. Previously ranked by distance alone) 

3. Children who live in the priority area and who have a church letter 

4. Children who live in the priority area 

5. Children who live in the non-priority area and who have a church letter (previously these 

children would have taken precedence over children without letters in the priority area) 

6. Children who live in the non-priority area 

7. Children who live outside the parish. 

The proposed policy for the Junior School is similar, with the long-standing additional criterion 

of children who have attended the Infant school taking precedence over siblings. (These children 

will now also be ranked according to distance within the 3 categories: priority area/non-priority 

area/outside the parish) 

If you wish to make a comment or have further questions about the proposed changes 

please contact the schools or email admissions@st-marys-prestbury-inf.gloucs.sch.uk  as soon 

as possible. 

Fiona Hall 

 

 

HAIL THEE FESTIVAL DAY (continued from previous page) 

Again it was a processional hymn used when those attending the first part of the service 

(Matins) in the chancel processed down into the nave to join those who had come just to 

attend the second part (the Eucharist).  Everyone sang the verses as they followed the choir 

and it was quite moving especially when one realized that this hymn had been sung for over 

fourteen hundred years, long before the building of St Mary’s! 

Certainly “HAIL THEE FESTIVAL DAY” is very old.  According to the English Hymnal it was 

written between 530 and 609 AD for by one Bishop Venantius Fortunatus (what a lovely 

name!). Singing “HAIL THEE FESTIVAL DAY”, in St Mary’s was very special but in the cathedral, 

with its excellent choir and spine-tingling organ, it was the ultimate. 

Bernard Parkin  
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Diocesan Synod of 3rd November 

Diocesan Synods run on a three yearly basis and this was the first of the new set. We 

deanery representatives will serve 3 years and then there are fresh Deanery Elections to 

appoint new members. 

We started as usual with a Eucharist service and then, Bishop Rachel gave the customary 

Presidential Address. She is a gifted and realistic preacher and we listeners asked if this 

excellent speech could be taken to our parishes. She replied that she would love it to reach 

as many parishioners as possible so we are including it after this article. 

The most relevant items for us all on the agenda were the Budget and a motion referred to 

Synod by Stroud Deanery complaining of the very lengthy time filling clergy vacancies. We 

here have just had to cope with this situation and we are far from alone  

A great deal said from right across Gloucestershire in a powerful debate. This was the first 

full scale debate we have had for several years. A time limit of 5 minutes per speaker was 

set which Bishop Rachel controlled with a bell but such was the demand this was dropped 

to 3 minutes each!  

The overall feeling was that the Archdeacons’ office and the parishes needed better 

communications with each other. More skilled assistance in producing realistic parish 

profiles for advertising the posts is required. The current nine months from notice of 

departure to new appointee being installed seemed long, but departing priests should not 

be hassled and the parish also needed a time to decide what it wanted in the future, change 

is a good thing if properly thought through. In fact, the bishops and archdeacons had already 

started working on this problem themselves so it was decided not to vote on the motion 

but it would be discussed in detail at the summer synod. 

The Budget. The Synod must approve the budget presented by the Board of Finance and 

we discussed it in detail. We were asked to sanction a deficit budget because we cannot at 

present cover our outgoings as a diocese. To help reduce this, the Board of Finance are 

intending to sell surplus clergy housing. This will release £350K which will be used to 

finance vital maintenance of Clergy Housing and Clergy expenses. The percentage of 

Statutory Fees, for such things as weddings and funerals paid to the Diocese, will increase 

from 50% to 75% because this income has been decreasing recently and an increase of 

more than the 2% inflation calculated at present in the Parish Share paid in by parishes. 

The Budget Working Party acknowledges the concern and increased stress this will cause in 

parishes and are researching ways of sharing this burden more fairly. North Cotswold 

Deanery are working with them, collecting more detailed and accurate financial 

information. Church House and College Green have already made substantial savings in 

their administration costs. Again, this was a very lively discussion with a lot of tough 

suggestions being offered! 

Diocesan Synods of late are certainly not dull.  

Lynda Hodges, Diocesan Rep. 

  



Prestbury Parish Magazine  December 2018 - January 2019 
 

~ 9 ~ 

Bishop Rachel’s Presidential Address 

Presidential Address: Diocesan Synod 3 November 2018 

The Right Revd Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester 

I have just begun my 4th year as bishop here – and I love this 

diocese. At the very beginning of what I am going to say please 

do hear my heartfelt thanks for you and your part in our story 

and our partnership in the gospel. 

I did contemplate sharing lots and lots of stories which I’ve had 

the privilege of participating in across our diocese, but we would be here for hours and 

what I really want to do is to focus on the big picture, and I hope that as I speak you will 

make connections with your own context. 

There has been quite a lot of change over the past three years, not least in terms of the 

senior staff – and we are of course soon to greet Archdeacon Hilary. There has been 

change in other ways too as we discerned together our LIFE vision and continue to go on 

discovering what that means for our life together. 

In it all God has been unchanging, and yet as I so often say, God is in the business of 

change. Transformation. 

The Big Picture: 

I am going to repeat some of what I said to the Synod in November 2016 as our LIFE vision 

unfolded, and I’m going to read again some of those wonderful verses from Colossians 1: 

 ’(Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;  for in him all things in 

heaven and on earth were created … 

.. all things have been created through him and for him.  He himself is before all things, and in him 

all things hold together. ….   For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  and through 

him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 

peace through the blood of his cross.’ (Colossians 1:15-21) 

Our God is a God of fullness and completion – God of creation and re-creation. Amid the 

mess and brokenness, God has chosen through Jesus Christ to reconcile to 

himself all things, and one day creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption 

and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God (Romans 8:21). And already we 

look to the day when Christ will come again and all will be made new (Revelation 21:1-5). 

And yet this is not simply about hope for a time to come. As followers of Jesus Christ we 

are called now to join in with God’s mission of liberation and transformation – the 

flourishing of all people and the whole of creation, and it’s rooted in relationship. 

Relationship with God, with neighbour and creation. 

It’s about life in all its fullness. In those words of Paul to the Colossians, we hear that in 

Christ ‘all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell’. And in John 10:10 which sits at the heart 

of our LIFE vision, we have those words of Jesus: ‘I have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full’. 

This is the big picture for us as we begin this new Triennium. 

>  

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/01-sq-The-Rt-Revd-Rachel-Treweek.jpg
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<  Life in all its Fullness: Death and Resurrection 

And let’s never make the mistake of thinking life in all its fullness is about more and more 

comfort and pleasure, and less and less pain. That’s the message of consumerism and it’s a 

delusion. 

Life in all its fullness is most definitely about more, but it’s about more and more of life in 

Christ – generous transformation within us and around us; the unquenchable work of the 

Holy Spirit; the bottomless wells of salvation; mysterious love without measure…. And it 

will always involve dying and sacrifice. 

Jesus’ words in John 10:10 are set in the context of Jesus talking about being the good 

Shepherd – the gate for the sheep – the one who lies down across the entrance to the 

sheep fold to keep the sheep safe. The thief comes to take, to steal, to grab, to deprive, to 

diminish. Jesus comes to give, to offer life in all its fullness – abundance, overwhelming 

generosity which begins in a place of sacrifice, of laying down, of self-giving. 

Resurrection and new life follows crucifixion and death. In nature we know that often there 

needs to be fire and death for new life to emerge. 

We need some dying and letting go if we are to enter into life in all its fullness. We don ’t 

live in that abundance by clinging on but rather in a place of letting go. 

If the big picture of our vision in this diocese is a kingdom vision then some of our ways of 

doing things and our ways of being will need to die. Thank you to those who are 

recognising that and leading in that. And of course death needs to be marked well. And the 

life that has been needs to be celebrated and acknowledged.  The same is needed when an 

ending is required regarding such things as service patterns, or activities or use of buildings. 

Furthermore, some of our narratives might need to die. There may also be other things 

within ourselves and within our worshipping communities of which we need to let go so 

that new life can emerge. 

Fullness begins with an emptying. And it all begins with prayer – an ever deeper intimacy 

with God. 

Being the Church: Gathered in and Sent out 

And let me straight away at the start of this new triennium repeat that I am not interested 

in church going. And I’m not interested in maintaining structures and procedures for the 

sake of it. I am committed to church being. Being the Church. 

My desire is for us to grow as a Eucharistic church in which as different members of the 

body of Christ we are gathered in week after week to worship God together, to seek 

forgiveness, to be nourished and fed …and then sent out week after week to nourish the 

world: To be the church among the people and places of our lives. To be emptied and filled 

afresh as we encounter the joy and pain of life and enter into the way of Christ’s death and 

resurrection. Life in all its fullness. 

And please note that being a Eucharistic community is not defined by a weekly Eucharist in 

every church on every Sunday – It’s about living a Eucharistic life: giving God glory in who 

we are and what we do. And as we enter into Christ’s death and resurrection so we are 

willing to be broken and shared with the world around us. It’s about followers of Christ 

continuing to go deeper in relationship with God and thus with neighbour and creation. 
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And it is about more people discovering Christ’s reconciliation and restoration for the first 

time. 

This is the Church I pray for us to go on becoming across this 

diocese: Leadership committed to transformation; opening new paths to faith 

with Imagination; living as adventurous followers of Jesus Christ as we deepen 

in Faith and live out Christ’s love and hope as we Engage with people and the world 

around us. 

It’s all about the big picture of the coming in of the kingdom of God. 

As I think now about all those people who would identify as Christians and who gathered 

for worship this week – perhaps in a parish church, or in a school or care home or 

…  How has that gathered-in worship deepened people’s faith and sent people out 

nourished to be the church and give glory to God right now wherever they are on this 

Saturday morning? – perhaps on a sports field or in shops or in homes or at a hospital 

bedside or …. . 

And how are people who don’t know Christ experiencing the love and hope of Christ right 

now as we sit here? 

The New and the Old – Living the Big Picture: 

Among our priorities in our life vision there is a strong emphasis on being courageous in 

seeking to proclaim the gospel afresh in each generation – looking at the new ways we need 

to be present and tell our story in God’s story. 

We do need some real step changes in how we apply God-given imagination to our 

different 21st century contexts in order to engage with people and place, and ignite and 

deepen faith. 

Thank you to those who are taking risks and being courageous in different ways. 

But we also need to recognise that there is not one simple new answer. And if you’re 

getting a bit heated because you think I’m suggesting everything has to be new – I’m not. It’s 

the focus that matters. All of it must only ever be about enabling people to go deeper in 

being faithful and fruitful, entering into Christ’s death and resurrection, and being good 

news for the people and places of our lives through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Let me digress for a moment… 

I wonder how many of you joined in the Church of England Lent challenge to reduce our 

use of plastics? 

The raising of public awareness to reduce our use of plastic is a relatively new thing – but of 

course the final goal is not reduction in plastic use. The goal is the care and flourishing of 

our planet. And there is never a simple new answer. 

Last week I was listening to someone on Radio 4 talking about plastics. We might think that 

a reduction in our use of plastics is undoubtedly a good thing, however, there is also a 

bigger picture: The production of cotton requires a lot of water in places where water is 

often lacking; the recycling of glass takes a lot of water; cardboard involves wood and often 

from parts of the world where forestry has detrimental consequences for those people and 

places. Undoubtedly we need to go on working at the new thing – looking at how we   > 
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<  use plastics and not least how we dispose of them – but always within the context of the 

big picture. 

And I say all this because in our desire in this diocese to tell the gospel afresh and join in 

with God’s work of transformation the new thing is important, but there will never be a 

simple new answer. We always need to keep in mind the bigger picture of our goal – The 

big picture of the Kingdom of God and God’s mission of transformation. 

I delight in the new and I delight in tradition and the old. What matters is that it is rooted 

and grounded in that big picture of the Kingdom of God. 

As we look across the diocese we increasingly need a landscape of varied 

configuration: parish church being lived in old and new ways; worshipping communities in 

schools and colleges and universities; pioneers and fresh expressions in cafes, pubs, sports 

centres, chaplaincies… – All of it about being the church as we go on discovering and 

sharing the transforming Gospel of Jesus Christ so that people may know life in all its 

fullness. 

A Possible New Thing: 

Next week the staff team are away together and one of the things we’re going to be 

looking at is an emerging proposal which has a focus on young people and sport. It will be a 

significant step change and it does seem to be joining in with where the Holy Spirit is at 

work. I can’t say more at this stage because it needs to be discussed by Bishop’s Council 

first – but what I can say is that it won’t be the simple new answer, but it does have 

potential to be transformative. 

Which brings me onto the important issue of Noticing Change: How will we know if our 

LIFE vision is making a difference to the people and places of the Diocese? 

A number of us have spent considerable time talking about ‘noticing change’. Just as 

scientists and environmentalists want to take note of what difference is being made to the 

planet by a reduction in the use of plastics, so in our diocese we want to notice what 

difference our living of LIFE is making. 

We haven’t marked our LIFE vision with lots of quantative measurements but we do need 

some and we have identified 5 areas of changes we want to notice and we’ve been 

discussing how we will notice within that big Kingdom picture: 

  

– An outward facing/ missional church across the Diocese which is engaged in its wider 

community 

– An increase in Christians who are confident in living out and speaking about their 

discipleship and who are deepening their faith 

– An increase in the number of people in Church of England worshipping communities in 

the Diocese 

– An increase in diversity of those participating in our worshipping communities 

– A Diocese in which Christians and worshipping communities are more connected to one 

another 
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And all this does take seriously an important question which I hope is very present in our 

life vision: With whom are we not connecting? 

In that story of being a Eucharistic community, who is not at the table? Who is not hearing 

the story or finding their place in it? And do we notice? And how much do we care? 

I hope you all read my letter in September in which I spoke about my thanksgiving and my 

lament when it comes to sparking and deepening faith in families, children and young 

people. If you haven’t seen it, then please do look at the website or have a word with Lucy 

Taylor. (So far I’ve received very few postcards of lament and I’ve heard very little about people’s 

commitment to pray and ask why and what and where and who!)  

In that image of being a Eucharistic community, who is not at the table? Who is not hearing 

the story or finding their place in it? 

For example, in welcoming and making provision for those with disability are we only 

looking at accessible church buildings or is our understanding of inclusion something more 

radical than that? Do those who identify as LGBTI+ experience welcome and value? And 

when we consider the faces and voices and ages and stories of those in 

our wider communities, are they reflected in our worshipping communities? And if not, are 

we daring to ask why? 

And this is not about ticking boxes, it is about the Kingdom of God and enabling all people 

to discover their place in the community of God’s people. Those words from Colossians 

reflect the truth that in Christ all things in heaven and on earth were created – all people. 

And through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things – all people. When we 

talk about identity it is not simply about unique individuals, it is about individuals belonging 

together in Christ, and becoming members together of the community of the Body of 

Christ. 

The Right Revd Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine 
As another year draws to an end the stand-in editor wishes to thank our frequent 

contributors, including in no particular order: 

Anya Jary 

Becky Gardner 

Bernard Parkin 

Beryl Elliott 

David & Diane Lyle 

Deacon Jennifer 

Duncan Forbes 

Fr Nick 

Fiona Hall 

Hilary Brick 

Jenni Scruton 

John Moles 

John Powell 

Kate Bestwick 

Marilyn Powell 

Nigel Woodcock 

Revd Liz 

Roseann Thompson  

Sara Jeffries 

Sue Fairclough 

Tudor Williams 

Wendy Price 

     and the many others 

 and the proofreaders this year:   Sue Fairclough,  Edward Wyatt  and Paddy Spurgeon 

  and the printers:  Cyril Beer and Nigel Woodcock 

   and our Sales and Advertising Manager:  Richard Johnson 

    and another big thank you to Kate in the office. 

Without you all there would be no magazine. 

We now have a month off,  see you again in February 2019. 

Brian Wood   
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A Big Birthday 

With the theme of festivals, it’s the perfect excuse to celebrate a big birthday! 

It’s a 50th…and it’s not mine! 

So whose birthday is it? Well 2018 is extra special for The Children’s Society and our 

supporters, as we unite to mark the 50th birthday of our Christingle celebrations. Yes 

that’s right, the very first Christingle for The Children’s Society took place in Lincoln 

Cathedral in December 1968. 

Over the years, Christingle has raised millions of pounds for The 

Children’s Society’s work with children and young people, yet 

sadly, there are currently a million children living in this country 

with a serious problem in their life, which means this year our 

Christingle events are more important than ever. 

No child should feel alone, and with your help today we can continue to bring care and 

compassion to children’s lives for another 50 years. 

So what exactly is Christingle? 

It’s a celebration held in thousands of churches and schools up and down the country over 

the period of advent and up to Candlemas (beginning of February). The celebration is 

named after the Christingles that are lit during the service. Christingles are made from an 

orange decorated with red tape (or ribbon), sweets and a candle. A Christingle celebration 

is an opportunity to bring the whole community together, to share the Christian story and 

to experience the joy and wonder of 

this well-loved Christmas tradition.  

Each element of the Christingle is a 

symbol: the orange represents the 

world, the red tape symbolises the 

love and blood of Christ, the sweets 

and dried fruit represent all of God’s 

creations and the lit candle 

represents Jesus’ light in the world, 

bringing hope to people living in 

darkness. 

It is this symbol of light in the 

darkness that reflects the work of 

The Children’s Society as there are 

so many children who feel they have 

no one or nowhere to turn, and we feel that No Child Should Feel Alone. Christingle is a 

good representation of this, but most importantly, the money raised from Christingle 

celebrations helps us to turn this into reality by funding vital work up and down the 

country. Last year, Christingle raised £1.2 million for our work.  

St Mary’s Church Prestbury will be holding a Christingle service on Sunday 9th 

December at 3pm. Please do come and celebrate this big birthday with us. 

Thank you. 

Roseann Thompson  
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A Letter from Ghana 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

Thank you for your prayers whilst we have been in Ghana, and various donations, which 

have been well received locally. We have finished the week-long course in Accra. 

In our first week we went to the school to check on arrangements. There were gaps but 

Diane had brought solutions. We did not expect to clear their workroom of debris, a lot of 

which, sadly, was left over from the last course! We visited a hospital workshop again, and 

found a rather disjointed programme. 

Two visits out of Accra were more rewarding. One of the few Orthopaedic prosthetic 

centres also caters for handicapped children. It is run by a 70+ year old American nun of 

impressive intellect and compassion. Diane was soon on the mats assessing children and 

advising the local physio who had attended the course at Easter. After lunch we drove east 

through villages not on my map, and over surfaces rarely of much tarmac. We kept the sun 

on our right or behind us, eventually appearing at a town we expected! Fortunately the 

torrential rain happened while we were on decent tarmac rather than negotiating one of 

the eroded dirt roads! Supper overlooking the Volta River was a great reward. 

The Friday visit was to a Special School in a small town built in the 60s for the engineers 

constructing the Volta dam, which provides water and hydroelectricity. Another Easter 

participant works there as well as in Accra. Having given an impromptu tutorial all morning 

while handling children, Diane helped Patrick assess the children for cardboard devices, 

which he will make at his parent’s home in Accra. He is a sponge for knowledge, an artist 

with imaginative practical application, as well as educating the staff. An early morning canoe 

trip on the glistening river followed by a visit to the dam on Saturday was a must before the 

return to Accra. That morning was our holiday! 

The week-long course has accelerated as the 14 delegates have got into the intense 

programme. Many have a long way to travel each day (3-4 hours each way) so an 8 o’clock 

start was ambitious. As at Easter, there was a struggle to understand the concepts and 

designs, but once the constructing started there was much more animation. Nevertheless, 

Diane and I did have to stay till 9 one night in order to get the first layer of paper onto the 

bigger devices. The children came back for a test fitting on Thursday, and happily only a few 

simple adjustments were needed. It was very satisfying to see the constructed standing 

frames at lunch time on Friday. However, they have yet to dry, be painted, and have bands 

added. All the trades are on the nearby streets, but even Diane struggled to get the 

seamstress to make the first set of bands accurately. 

Travelling way north on Sunday 28th for the final week. 

The Charity is applying for a DFID (Department for International Development) grant for a 

two year programme in Special Schools so there will probably be future visits. Help is much 

needed as we have only scratched the surface of care for the handicapped in Ghana. 

Greetings to all, 

Diane & David Lyle 
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Festivals 

The first thing that comes into my mind when the Albert Hall or Festivals are mentioned is 

the many happy years we spent at The English Folk Dance and Song Society Annual Festival  

which ran for many years until the Hall became too expensive. 

Every year we took over the place with band, dancers, singers etc. from Friday morning 

until Saturday evening. There was always a foreign team, specialist dancers as well as English 

Morris, Clog, etc. A friend described Jackie Toaduff from Durham as follows: “His clog 

dancing was so fast and furious that inevitably his white socks slid down from beneath his 

breeches and ended up round his ankles.” I remember a handsome Irish dancer too. I think 

we were all in love with him, his footwork was unbelievable. Our main concern was 

London Folk, a team from across England, the best folk dancers they could find. Every year 

from September onwards we met at Cecil Sharp House, they to dance, us to measure, cut 

and sew every conceivable type of costume, male and female, for 20 to 30 couples and 

make necessary props.  Alan was Stage Manager. I have made pearly waistcoats for our men 

and Chas and Dave who were guests one year. We made Georgian, Regency, Victorian 

costumes for men and women including one year uniforms and hats for Nelson and his 

officers. Another year it was Beefeater tunics, and hats as well as rosettes on garters and 

hats, etc.  We used a PC from the Tower and a gin (!) bottle as our guide.  Later we 

discovered there were Tudor Roses on the back as well!  I still have one which Alan has 

worn at a couple of things at St Nics. 

During the performances we made sure one of us was in “Wardrobe” which was the star 

dressing room just inside the right hand door onto the stage. Otherwise, unless one of our 

big items was due when we would be on hand to help dress anyone who needed help or 

who had a quick change, we were free to roam. From the top tier where the public don’t 

go to the dressing rooms below the arena we got to know the place like our own homes!  

It was so interesting and enjoyable walking around uninterrupted on corridors and stairs.  

You may have seen performers appearing out of the “rabbit holes” at the sides of the arena.  

This is where our performers came on. There is a circular stone corridor with dressing 

rooms all round down there which connects with the “Stage Door” where Alan parked a 

hired van every year which was loaded with props, costumes, clothes rails etc which earlier 

in the day we had loaded at Cecil Sharp House. 

There is so much else I could say but Brian will tut that it is too long.  There are two 

amusing incidents of many....... One year I was on my own in wardrobe enjoying peace and 

drinking coffee when a Morris man dashed in unzipping his breeches.  “I’ve split them,” he 

gasped pulling them off.  Hastily making sure the sewing machine was threaded with black I 

grabbed them and a few minutes later he was on his way dressing himself as he went and 

was just in time for his next appearance.  Another year we had several chandeliers on poles 

which were held by “flunkeys” in a ballroom.  Alan was plugging them into the discreet 

holes in the carpet when a man puffed up saying, “You can’t do that. Only qualified 

electricians ...”   Alan pulled out his business card that showed he was a Fellow of the 

Institute of Electrical Engineers.  Said man retreated muttering!!!. 

Gillian Jackson 

 

No need to tut – this article is a perfect length – 614 words plus title and signature - Ed  
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Prestbury Remembers 

A short film about Prestbury during WW1 was shown in St Nicolas during the day before 

and in St Mary’s throughout the afternoon of Remembrance Sunday. 

As a comparatively recent resident (just 30 years) the contrast between Prestbury now, 

and then, was marked.  During the annual Memorial Service, the names of villagers who 

died are read out.  Several families lost more than one loved one.  The pictures shown of 

some who died made this much more personal. 

Contrasting the fair immediately before war was declared with wartime was poignant; so 

many young people whose world was turned upside down, and many who didn’t return.  

The extent of change in their way of life was tremendous.  Many established norms were 

turned on their head, particularly with the numbers of women who performed roles 

previously undertaken by their menfolk. 

The VAD hospital at the racecourse was a complete surprise.  To have neither electricity 

nor hot water for the first six months of its existence was horrifying.  It was good to learn 

that wounded of all nationalities were treated there. 

Inside the church translucent, perspex figures depicting soldiers who died were scattered 

among the pews.  The beautiful waterfall of poppies covering the pulpit and flowing onto 

the floor was reminiscent of the battlefields and the fallen.   

This theme was echoed by the bell ringers.  The bells were half-muffled giving a hauntingly 

lovely tone.  The ringers concluded their ringing for the Service of Remembrance with the 

Dying Fall.  Each bell in turn became silent depicting the progressive loss of life on the front.  

We celebrated their lives later with bells no longer muffled.  This was a memorable day 

when young and old came together in remembrance. 

Jonathan Sweetman  

 

Celebrate! on Remembrance Sunday 

There was a good attendance at Celebrate! to remember those lost in the first and second 

world wars. The church looked beautiful with the displays of handmade poppies. The 

display next to the pulpit was particularly impressive.  

During the service, which was led by Fr Nick, prayers were read by the children. We all 

listened to a piece of music chosen by Fr Nick. ‘Darling Belle’ by The Incredible String Band. 

This is a story of two young people who were just married and then separated by the war. 

Sadly the young man did not return home. 

The music was followed by the prayer activity led by Mary Turner, everyone contributing 

to the making of a poppy wreath and cross. (The wreath was later laid at the War 

Memorial during the Remembrance Service). There was also time for reflection and prayer 

in the Good Shepherd Chapel looking at or holding a knitted poppy. 

The congregation appreciated all the very appropriate hymns and songs that had been 

chosen for the service. 

A very moving service and a good introduction to the Remembrance Service held at the 

War Memorial. 

Rosie Dodd and Alice Reeve  
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A Profusion of Poppies 

I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to everyone for the time and effort put into making 

poppies for Prestbury St Mary’s, and particularly to Diane Singleton for the spectacular 

arrangement by the pulpit. Every single one was incorporated into one of the 

commemorative displays and contributed to a fitting tribute to our fallen heroes. Thank you.  

Diane Lyle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures by        

Sam Brunton &   

Stephen Murton 
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Floral Festival of Remembrance 

Earlier this year, in March, the Events Group at St Nicolas met to plan some ‘happenings’ 

during the year.  It was casually mentioned that Lindsey would like us to commemorate the 

centenary of the Armistice, particularly as Armistice Day would fall on a Sunday. 

Summer fundraising events were planned, partly in order to fund our Harvest Celebrations, 

but also for the purchase of flowers.  Requests were made for artefacts and memorabilia, 

and, slowly gathering momentum, our Floral Festival of Remembrance started to take 

shape. 

I think Lindsey’s garage must be like the wardrobe in the Narnia stories, she seemed to find 

all manner of useful items....helmets, a saddle..to name just a couple. 

Janet White’s skills in organisation and publicity, along with John’s practical ability, allied 

with Lindsey’s vision made them a formidable team.  Without the three of them we would 

not have had the pleasure of being part of staging this event. 

By the Wednesday before Remembrance Sunday, we had a trench and sandbags in the 

narthex and gradually many of our regular flower arrangers transformed the church and 

hall, providing a wonderful and poignant display. 

Many people in the Prestbury Parish lent precious items relating to their families, all of 

which made the whole event more meaningful. 

Cakes were baked, refreshments were served, and visitors arrived, including two Chelsea 

Pensioners.  It was uplifting to see many of our local community, all of whom found the 

experience most moving. 

Thank you, Lindsey, Janet and John for all your hard work, you did us proud! 

Janet Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cartoon by Chris Rimmel 

Pictures by Brian Wood 
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The War as Remembered in Australia 

This magazine is read by people all over the world.  Nigel Woodcock is in touch with Freda Darda who 

used to work at Vauxhall Motors in Luton at the same time as Nigel, some 50 years ago.  She now lives 

in New South Wales.  After reading our November issue she wrote back to Nigel by email: 

Hello Nigel, 

I have been reading through the Prestbury Magazine November edition. Congratulations 

Nigel on your little piece, seems you are like me, no real war memories, as I said, my 

memory is of the street party after the war. There are some really interesting articles in the 

mag, am amazed, quite frankly, how you manage to get people to write every month, a big 

task. So many people have stories to tell. Walter’s worst memories really are after the war, 

being in refugee camps, always hungry and cold. He does have one memory though of the 

family (probably the village) all being moved to an island in the Baltic Sea because of the 

Russian advance. We visited it in 2005. His father was wounded and died at Stalingrad.  

Over here Remembrance Day has also been a big event. In Tallong, which at the time 

comprised of a very small community mostly of farms, 26 young men from our village alone 

signed up to do their bit for their country and empire. To most it was not only a sense of 

duty to the ‘mother country’ but a chance for adventure overseas, little did they know. The 

Honour Board lists the names of the 26, several killed in action. The board itself, unveiled in 

1920, is interesting in that it speaks of young men enlisting ‘in the cause of human rights in 

the Great European War 1914-1919’. Don’t know why it says 1919. Australia at the start of 

the first world war had a population of under 5 million. Over 400,000 men enlisted, about 

62,000 were killed and 156,000 wounded, gassed or taken prisoner. We had a very moving 

ceremony on Sunday. It was a beautiful day, the service was attended by a lot of locals. Such 

a peaceful setting, with the sun shining through the gum trees behind the memorial in the 

park, a million miles away from any conflict. After the service the local Focus Group and 

CWA put on a lovely lunch. Some locals have collated a lot of information on those from 

Tallong who enlisted plus other people have written about their own families who had men 

serving in the ‘war to end all wars’. All this was up on boards for us all to read in the Hall. 

A few people have suggested they make a book of the stories. We have a local man and his 

wife, John and Jean Lombard who spend half their year in Tallong and half at a home they 

have in France. John has written a book about Tallong and its history and they have visited 

the graves in France of those locals who died and are buried there.  

Anzac Day in Australia, April 25th, is an annual commemoration of the day Australian and 

New Zealand Corps (ANZAC) landed in Gallipoli, Turkey in 1915 and this year we had a 

representative from the Turkish Embassy in Canberra join the service in our village. He 

spoke of the Turkish soldiers and the massive losses they sustained. 

Harry and Meghan’s visit here was very successful. They really endeared themselves to 

people, most especially to the community in far west Dubbo and also for their speeches at 

the Invictus Games. A lot of people here would like us to be a Republic. I am not in favour, 

I guess I am still a Royalist at heart. Who knows what sort of person would be in charge as 

a President or whatever they would be called? No one is in favour of the American way of 

voting but nobody has come up with any specific ideas. Probably it will all happen after I am 

long gone, I hope so anyway.  

Freda Darda   
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Snippets from the Tower 

We continue to be a happy band of ringers at St Mary’s. We have managed to ring for all 

Sunday morning services during the summer. Several ringers have been away on holiday but 

luckily not all at the same time!  Sometimes we have only had 4 people on a Sunday but we 

managed to make a happy sound. We normally have over 6 people on Sundays, and ring on 

the front 6, if we are very lucky and the right people turn up we can ring on all 8, which we 

always enjoy as it sounds so much better and allows us to do more things. 

In common with lots of churches around the country we did extra ringing to 

commemorate the Armistice. On Sunday 11th November we rang from 10 am and finished 

ringing in time for the Act of Worship at the War Memorial at 1045. For this ringing the 

bells were half muffled. To achieve this effect a specially shaped piece of leather (a muffle) is 

attached to the clapper. This is in itself not an easy job, the bells are in a down position to 

do this and our Steeplekeeper and his assistant have to crawl under the bells to fix the 

muffle in place with an attached strap. Extra tape is used to ensure that the device does not 

slip round or worse still, fall off. The effect of the muffle is quite dramatic to the listener. 

The bell sounds normal at handstroke, but on the following stroke when the muffled side of 

the clapper hits the bell, it is quieter and sounds like an echo of the previous ring. We love 

ringing half muffled but usually only get to do it once a year at Remembrance time. 

At 1230 on the 11th a band of 8 ringers gathered to attempt to ring a quarter peal of 

Grandsire Triples. This was a very special quarter as it was composed by a Sgt Albert P 

Wakley (of Burton on Trent) believed to be while he was in the trenches. Sadly the quarter 

went wrong after half an hour, but we went on to ring a “touch” of Grandsire Triples 

consisting of 168 changes which will be recorded along with other ringing feats achieved all 

over the country in the national ringing archives. 

In the evening our ringers gathered once again to ring for the evening service. This time the 

bells were not muffled, neither were they for the quarter peal attempt. 

We shall continue to ring as usual for Sunday morning services and practice on Tuesday 

nights, and we look forward to the extra ringing that we shall do at Christmas to announce 

the good news of the birth of Jesus. 

Jenni Scruton 

 

 

 

The History of Saint Nicolas’ Church 

We are all very fond of our beautiful, light, modern church building.  A recent visitor 

commented that he thought that “the layout is so much more ‘user friendly’ than many old 

churches”.  That was one of the aims of Canon Norman Kent and the people from both 

ends of the parish who worked together to provide the building we now enjoy.  In 2010, on 

the 40th anniversary of our church’s dedication, we produced an illustrated booklet telling 

the story of the wooden “Mission Hut” which it replaced and the people who were 

involved.  This booklet has now been reprinted and copies will be sold to raise funds for 

the church in December, when we celebrate Saint Nicolas’ Day. 

Joan Bell, Paddy Spurgeon  
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Prestbury WI 

On Monday 10th December we will be having a talk from a local vet, Brad Cooper. He will 

be giving us an insight into the day to day life of a vet.  

Visitors are always welcome at WI meetings. They are held on the second Monday of each 

month at 7.15pm in the WI Hall on Prestbury Road. 

For further information on WI activities please contact Hilary Brick on 01242 517964. 

Other WI news……  

 On 11th October we played Frampton WI in the semi-final of the County WI skittles 

tournament.  We scraped through to win by 1 pin to reach the final - It was a close game 

but a lot of fun! The final will be held on 30th November, watch this space…… 

 Our annual meeting was held on Monday 12th November. This is a social evening where 

new committee members are elected. As usual it was a good evening. Thank you to 

those who made the delicious homemade cakes for the meeting.  

 As usual we enjoyed another WI Harvest Supper 

in October. Thank you so much to Wendy and 

the ladies on our catering committee who 

treated us all to a lovely two course meal 

followed by a fun quiz, devised by Nicky Wye. 

The stage was decorated beautifully.  (see pictures) 

 Some of our ladies were invited to Moreton-in-

Marsh WI in November and to join them for a 

light lunch. As they too own their own WI hall it 

was interesting to swap stories and the 

experiences about the joys and trials of 

ownership. After lunch they enjoyed wondering 

around the local market. We hope to 

reciprocate the invitation in the spring. 

 We are holding our Christmas entertainment 

evening on Wednesday 12th December. Local 

band the Blue Diamonds will be treating us to a 

mix of traditional and non-traditional favourites, 

promising something for everyone. 

Hilary Brick 
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Marle Hill WI 

Another year gone!  Our November meeting was taken up with our usual monthly business 

and then, after tea and biscuits and time for a good chat, we had our Annual Meeting.  The 

officers’ reports were read out, including a healthy financial statement, before the 

appointment of our President.  Sue Davies was elected to the post for the third year 

running and so will be standing down this time next year.  The committee will be sorting 

out the other officers at their next meeting. 

We enjoyed a very interesting and informative trip to Richmond upon Thames and the 

Poppy Factory.  After an introductory talk about the history of the Poppy and the Factory 

we were shown many of the special wreaths ready for this year’s ceremonies.  We saw the 

machines punching out the red poppies ready to be assembled by hand, and even had a go 

at making up our own poppies.  The red hearts that float down from the roof of the Royal 

Albert Hall, one for each life lost, were punched out of crepe paper and weighed, not 

counted!  The Queen has a selection of three poppy sprays sent for her to choose from. 

A day was spent at WI House making a decorated silk bag and then a rustic Christmas 

banner made from woven willow.  Continuing the seasonal theme, several members spent 

an afternoon at Eileen’s making creative Christmas cards.  We are collecting contributions 

of decorations for our entry at the Swindon Village Christmas Tree Festival.  Our Birthday 

Party meal and celebrations were held at Doubletrees.  I shall elaborate on the weekend 

trip to Chatsworth and Leicester in my next write-up. 

We have booked to go for a Christmas lunch at the Farmers Arms and the retiring 

committee are meeting for their lunch at the Old Courthouse.  December also sees the 

annual Christmas Concert in the Town Hall.  We are looking forward to the return visit of 

Only Men Aloud as the guest artistes. 

Our programme slows down for a while, but we still have our usual meetings in December 

and January.  For our meeting on Monday 3rd December we are to be entertained by a 

Ukulele group followed by tea and mince pies.  On Monday 7th January we start the New 

Year with Phil Collins as our speaker on the subject of ‘Postcodes of Cheltenham’.  We 

always make visitors welcome at our meetings at St Nicolas’ Hall, Swindon Lane at 7.30pm. 

I take this opportunity to wish all our readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Sara Jefferies 

 

Straying Books 

I have acquired a book from a church friend who in turn was lent it some while ago, from 

whom they cannot recall. 

The book is entitled “Cheltenham’s Trams & Buses Remembered”.  If the owner is hoping 

to retrieve this publication, look no further. Phone 01242 525196. 

On a similar theme:  some months back I lent a book to somebody. It is entitled “Leicester 

City Transport” and is A4 size and cream in colour.  If you happen to have this publication 

on your book shelf please could you kindly contact me on the above number? 

Nigel Woodcock  
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Celebrating a Creative Christmas at the Library! 

We’re celebrating Christmas in many ways this year – the return of our 

successful Christmas Fayre introduced last year, a relaxed craft afternoon 

for families and a fun competition for little ones. 

Christmas Fayre  - Saturday 8th December 10am -12noon 

Come along and start your Christmas shopping at the Prestbury Library Christmas Fayre!  

Local crafts people, community groups and artists will be selling a wonderful range of gifts 

including jewellery, Fairtrade crafts, handmade soaps and toiletries, Rainbow crayons, toys 

and homemade cards. 

Last year Radio Gloucestershire came along to talk to us, as well as taking these photos, 

showing the lovely range of crafts and gifts on sale.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drop-in Decoration Making – Tuesday 11th December 

Come along after school with children and grandchildren and enjoy making Christmas 

decorations together. No need to book – free for all. Come along anytime between 4pm 

and 6pm.  

 

Prestbury’s ‘Elf on the Shelf’ 

Look out for cheeky Elf on the Shelf – he hides somewhere 

different every day! Find his hiding place and take part in our 

competition to give him a name! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo, Karen, Laura, Becky and Tessa  

Wishing everyone a 

very merry Christmas, 

from the team at 

Prestbury Library! 

Opening Hours:  

Sat 22nd Dec 10am-1pm.   

Mon 24th Dec - Wed 26th Dec Closed. 

Thurs 27th Dec Open 10am-1pm. Fri 

28th Dec Closed.  

Sat 29th Dec 10am -1pm.  

Mon 31st Dec Closed.  

Tues 1st Jan Closed 
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Arthur Price,  Horace Parkin and Saint Nicholas 

My grandfather, Tom Parkin, was born high up on the Cumbrian Fells at Shap.  My 

grandmother, the daughter of a Lake District hill farmer, married Tom in 1897 and, with 

their baby son of a few months, came to live at May Cottage in Bouncers Lane, Prestbury in 

1900.  Tom had been offered the position of foreman woodcarver at the renowned firm of 

monumental sculptors, RL Boulton whose workshops were in the centre of Cheltenham. 

My father, Horace, when old enough became a pupil at Prestbury School and after he left 

was apprenticed to RL Boulton as an ecclesiastical woodcarver under the watchful eye of 

his father, Tom.  By this time the family had moved out of May Cottage to a larger house in 

Charlton Kings.  When Horace became of military age he volunteered for service with the 

Devonshire Regiment but WW1 ended before he could be sent over to France.  He 

enjoyed army life enough to sign on for three years and saw service with the Glosters in 

India and the North West Frontier in particular, for most of that time.  He then rejoined 

his father, laying down his rifle and picking up his mallet and chisels at Boultons. 

My grandfather and father often worked together on the most intricate of carvings.  One 

that easily comes to mind is the reredos at St Chad’s, Leeds which is probably twenty feet 

by twelve.  More locally are the two chancel screens at St Mary’s, Charlton Kings 

(grandfather) and the organ casing and surrounds in the chapel at Cheltenham College 

(father).  Memorials to the fallen were legion after the Great War and Boultons were 

extremely busy. 

Horace tutored at Cheltenham School of Art in the evenings and also taught private pupils 

in his workshop at our home in Pittville.  He was an extremely industrious man. 

During World War II my father joined the Local Defence Volunteers and was supplied with 

a khaki armband on which was printed the letters LDV.  This quickly became the Home 

Guard.  Because he was fit, 39 years old and with regular army experience he was made the 

bayonet fighting instructor at the Glos Regiment Training HQ, touring the county in the 

“blackout evenings” teaching butchers, bakers and candlestick makers the art of this very 

physical and nasty form of warfare which was most necessary as modern rifles and 

ammunition were in very short supply.  At the end of hostilities his name appeared in the 

New Year’s Honours List which was approved by the King.  He was “Mentioned in 

Despatches” which was the highest award that could be given to a member of “Dad’s 

Army”. 

It was during this post-war period that I became more aware of Arthur Price whose late 

wife (I am pretty certain) was a Boulton.  I remember him as a rather eccentric old 

gentleman who always wore tweed knickerbockers.  He lived alone in a large house 

adjacent to the GWR railway bridge in Swindon Lane and it had extensive grounds. 
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Five years before the outbreak of WWII (1934) a Mission Church was established by the 

vicar of Prestbury in this far-flung corner of his parish. 

It was wooden and was somewhat primitive having only one room but weekly services 

were held with Eucharist once a month.  As it was built on Mr Price’s property I have a 

strong feeling he regarded it as a sort of shrine to his wife.  I may be wrong, of course, but 

he frequently appeared at my parents’ house in the years before and during the war to 

order from my father a bespoke piece of ecclesiastical woodcarving.  He was a great 

admirer of Dad’s work and, as I have already mentioned, there was this connection with 

RL Boulton.  Everything Arthur Price ordered was installed in the Mission Church at his 

own expense. 

In 1964 the Mission Church was extended and its name was changed to St Nicholas’ 

Church (please note the correct spelling!  There has never been a saint called Nicolas and 

the “h” has only been omitted in recent years).  In 1968 it was decided to build a 

permanent church.  To help finance this project an auction was held.  I do not know 

whether any of my father’s carvings were among the auction items as he died in 1949 and 

Arthur Price was also long dead.  The new church of St Nicholas was built on land 

bequeathed in his will by Mr Price specifically for this purpose, as was a piece of land which 

was sold to help with the costs. 

Prestbury, and in particular those who attend St Nicholas’ Church have a great deal to 

thank Arthur Price for as did my father especially during the thirties when work was hard 

to come by with the country in deep depression. 

I have very happy memories of Dad in his large basement workshop which, during the war, 

doubled as the air-raid shelter.  He must have had a hundred different tools, a large fret-

saw with pedals and an iron seat rather like those on old-fashioned farm machinery and the 

most solid oak workbench and vice.  This valuable piece of furniture on which beautiful 

items of an ecclesiastical nature were carved now resides in my own little workshop.  It has 

been in constant use by me for nearly seventy years.  I must add that the work produced 

on it is far removed from the high standard of yesteryear. 

My father always wanted to return to Prestbury where he grew up and this my parents did 

as soon as the war ended in 1945.  They moved not into the village itself but to a house 

nearer their old home in Pittville and midway between St Mary’s and St Nicholas, but still in 

Prestbury parish. 

Horace Parkin lies at rest in Prestbury churchyard within sight of the hills he loved, the 

Plough Inn which he frequented and the church where he worshipped and, for a short 

while, was a member of the band of ringers. 

Bernard Parkin 
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Prestbury Reflections 
10 November 2018 

I was asked to speak at chapel at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North 

Manchester, Indiana, last Thursday and I ended up sharing a bit about my experiences at 

St Mary’s (and while I didn’t mention it in what I wrote, St Nicholas as well) last year. I 

thought you might be interested. The scripture text I focused on was 1 Corinthians 3:3b-9. 

I hope everything is going well in Prestbury. I miss you all. 

Sincerely,  Nolan McBride 

Nolan was an exchange student from an American university doing one academic year here at the 

University of Gloucestershire.  He lived in the student village at the top of New Barn Lane, and 

after trying one or two churches within easy reach settled on St Mary’s.  He became very much 

part of the “family” here, and as he said, was confirmed in May at the cathedral, one of five 

candidates, including another student.  His mother visited him in March and came to our 

Mothering Sunday service, receiving a warm welcome.  Lynda and I and a few others from 

St Mary’s stood in for his family for the confirmation in May, and then at the end of the university 

year his parents and brother came to take him home (and have a holiday touring the UK), so we 

were able to meet them at the 11am service one week.              Frances Murton 

 

As we sat in the quire (spelled with a q because why not) of Gloucester Cathedral waiting 

for the service to begin Lynda, my confirmation sponsor, turned to me and asked “So you 

were baptized in a lake and are now being confirmed in a Norman Cathedral. Where are 

you going to be married?” I laughed, but this story drives home my somewhat strange 

spiritual journey so far. 

I come from an establish Church of the Brethren family background. I am a third generation 

Manchester student on my father’s side and fourth generation on my mothers. I can trace 

my maternal grandmother’s family tree in the records of Manchester Church of the 

Brethren and the graveyard next to what is now West Manchester Old German Baptist 

Brethren, New Conference. Attending church regularly first at Elkhart Valley and later at 

Union Center Church of the Brethren, parents as regular delegates at Annual Conference, 

and summer camps at Camp Alexzander Mack, where my siblings and I were all eventually 

baptized, are foundations to my understanding of what it means to be a follower of Jesus. I 

remain committed to “continuing the work of Jesus, peacefully, simply, and together” and 

record podcasts for the Dunker Punks podcast and serve as the Vice President of Simply 

Brethren, the Brethren student group on campus. I am an active member of the 

denomination and have no plans to change that. But recently I entered an entirely different 

Christian community. 

While I have been interested in learning about different Christian traditions for a while 

now, last year I fully immersed myself within Anglicanism. I spent my Junior year of college 

studying abroad at the University of Gloucestershire in Cheltenham, England. My faith is an 

important part of my life, and while I eventually heard there were a few house churches in 

London founded by the Church of the Brethren in Spain, there is not really any sizeable 

Anabaptist, let alone Brethren, presence in the UK. For someone who was used to 

explaining the Brethren as being kinda sorta like the Mennonites, I was lucky if anyone had 

even heard of them. For the first couple of months, after telling friends and acquaintances 
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about my hometown I kept being asked if I was Amish! Given this I started visiting local 

Church of England parishes. The established church of England, the Anglican church is home 

to a wide variety of expressions of following Jesus, but I found a spiritual home at the 

11 o’clock service at St Mary’s, the local parish of the small village near where I was staying. 

Leaning very strongly towards the high church end of the C of E, worship at St Mary’s is 

radically different from what I was familiar with growing up, with a priest in full vestments, 

incense, a structured liturgy, creeds, and Communion or the Eucharist with wafers and real 

wine received kneeling at the altar rails every Sunday. But despite these differences, 

St Mary’s felt like home. The 11 o’clock service is the traditional one, and I often found 

myself as one of the youngest people attending. But as I got to know members of the 

congregation I felt welcomed as a member of the community. While the ritual and liturgy 

seemed strange and foreign at first, as I learned the ins and outs of the services they 

became deeply important. Growing up Brethren, where we celebrated communion twice a 

year at Love Feast and maybe a couple of other times during the year, I was always told 

frequent communion would make the rite lose its meaning. Worshiping at St. Mary’s, I 

found the opposite to be true. As my time in England drew to a close I realized I wanted to 

formally recognize and make a commitment to the community I had found, and through the 

university chaplaincy was received into the Church of England, and by extension the global 

Anglican Communion, through confirmation at Gloucester Cathedral. 

Even as I entered fully into a different expression of the Christian faith it was important to 

me that I be able to retain my membership in the Church of the Brethren, something I 

made very clear to Simon, the University of Gloucestershire’s head chaplain, when we first 

discussed confirmation. So, I now see myself as an Anglican Brethren, or “Angliren” as 

Manchester University’s campus pastor likes to call me. The values and witness of the 

Brethren are the foundation of my relationship with God, the place where I have deep 

roots that continue to sustain my faith. But, to borrow a phrase from the full title of the 

Book of Common Prayer, the “rites and ceremonies” of the Church of England, and its 

American equivalent the Episcopal Church, have become vital to the way I make sense of 

this relationship and live out my faith. 

I hold these two identities in tension. While not completely incompatible, the Brethren and 

Anglican approaches to Christianity are certainly in tension. The Brethren insist on “no 

creed but the new testament” while Anglicanism maintains the importance of the historic 

Christian creeds and its foundational documents, especially the thirty-nine articles of 

religion. Anglicanism emphasizes the importance of the historic threefold ministry of 

bishops, priests, and deacons and of apostolic succession, none of which play any role in 

Brethren conceptions of ministry or the church. Brethren and Anglicans have very different 

understanding of the ordinances or sacraments of the Christian church. And yet I find God 

in the space between. 

In his first letter to the church in Corinth Paul is extremely concerned about division within 

the community. It appears that another evangelist, Apollos, visited the community and in 

the wake of his visit the church had splintered into rival groups claiming Paul and Apollos 

respectively as their authorities. Acts 18:24-19:7 depicts Apollos as someone who “had 

been instructed in the Way of the Lord; and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught 

accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John.” Following 

Apollos to Ephesus, Paul finds his converts incomplete in their knowledge of Christianity, 
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not having received or even known about the Holy Spirit. He baptizes them in the name of 

Jesus and lays hands on them, after which they receive the Holy Ghost. 

Regardless, Paul responds to the division in the Corinthian church by writing “I planted, 

Apollos watered, but God made it grow. Because of this, neither the one who plants nor 

the one who waters is anything, but the only one who is anything is God who makes it 

grow.” I wonder what Paul would have to say to the Christian church today. Something 

tells me that he would be less than thrilled, to put it mildly, to see the divisions that splinter 

the body of Christ. So maybe I don’t need to worry about saying “I follow Alexzander Mack 

and the seven baptized in the Eder River” or “I follow Thomas Cranmer and the English 

divines.” I follow Christ where he calls me, and that is enough. I don’t mean to infer that 

the very real differences between denominations don’t matter.  If true viable unity and 

reconciliation is ever to be found among the disparate parts of the church this side of 

heaven it won’t be by denying or ignoring what currently divides us. But at the same time 

none of us can pretend our own faith traditions our backgrounds have exclusive claim to 

the fullness of God as revealed in Christ Jesus. 

I don’t know where you are in your relationship with God or what your faith journey has 

been. Honestly, I am sure you all have a lot more you can teach me than I can you. But we 

all follow the same Christ and strive towards the same goal. So, let us support one another 

as brothers and sisters in Christ, regardless of whether we’re members of the Brethren, 

Anglican, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Catholic, Orthodox, Mennonite, 

Congregationalist, Missionary or any other branch of that family, that we might be the 

answer to Jesus’ prayer that we all may be one. Spoken to you in the name of the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Nolan McBride 

 
Prestbury Local History Society 

The society holds monthly talks on the history of the village at 0730pm in the WI hall, all 

welcome.  Annual membership is £10.00, visitors pay £2.00, tea and coffee is included. 

2019 Schedule of talks. 

21 January  Cleeve Common given by David Aldred 

25 February  Elizabeth Molyneux and family, the extraordinary story behind three  

Prestbury monuments by Michael Cole 

25 March  A short AGM followed by Margaret Davies talking about The Burgage 

29 April  Prestbury circa 1750 by Norman Baker 

20 May  A Prestbury military artist by Tony Noel 

24 June  More Prestbury Policing from Mark Williams 

23 September  Rosehill and its neighbours by Val Porter 

28 October  The Public Houses of Prestbury by Rebecca Sillence 

25 November  The Tradesmen of Prestbury by Neil Pryce-Jones 

Tony Noel  
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Prestbury URC Christmas Fair on Saturday 1st December 

from 10.30-12.00 

Why not start your Christmas off with a visit to our annual event which will give you a 

chance to stock up on some presents and essentials for Christmas? There will be several 

Christmas stalls including cards, paper, books and toys as well as our usual cakes, tombola 

and teas and coffees. We will also have a raffle. 

 

 

Tewkesbury Choral Society 
www.tewkesburychoral.org.uk 

Regency Brass Ensemble 

Directed by John Holloway 

Benjamin Britten  Ceremony of Carols 

 John Rutter  Gloria 

Chris Williams  Stabat Mater Speciosa 

Leonard Salzedo  Divertimento 

Gordon Jacob  Music for a Festival 

Saturday 1st December  7.30pm  Tewkesbury Abbey 

Tickets (unreserved) £15 from Society members, the Abbey Shop 01684 856148, on the door, 
 and on line at www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s    Accompanied school children free 

 

 

 

Christmas Tree Festival - 1st & 2nd December 

St Lawrence Church 

The theme is “Hobbies and Pastimes” 

 

 

Prestbury URC Carol Service – Sunday 23rd December, 10.30 

Please do join us for our Annual Carol Service on the Sunday just before Christmas Eve at 

10.30 am.  

  



Prestbury Parish Magazine  December 2018 - January 2019 
 

~ 39 ~ 

 

Sherlock Holmes and The curious case of 

Dr Jeckyll & Miss Hyde 

A Thrilling NEW COMEDY, 

 with multi-role MADNESS 

After the success of 2016’s  

The Hound of the Baskervilles, 

and 2017’s Dracula; A Pain in the Neck, 

Rain or Shine are dying to bring you yet 

another fantastic 

evening of entertainment with their own 

individual comedic style! 

The dynamic duo return to solve one of 

the Victorian-age’s biggest mysteries; 

The Curious Case of Dr Jekyll & 

Miss Hyde. This Winter join Sherlock 

Holmes with his trusty sidekick Watson, 

and watch a case unfold that is less 

elementary, and more fantastical than 

ever before. 

Hailed as ‘a delicious mirthfest’, Rain or 

Shine will once again be reinventing the 

classic Sherlock Holmes characters using 

their now signature ‘Morecambe & Wise-

ish comedy’ style for another season of 

mystery, mayhem but above all multi-role 

madness! 

You can get your ticket on the door. 

 

Prestbury URC Coffee Morning – Saturday 5th January  

from 10.30 until Noon 

The first coffee morning of 2019 will take place on Saturday 5th January from 10.30 till 

noon. Raffle, Books etc and of course, the toasted teacakes! 

 

Epiphany Supper at St Mary’s – Saturday 5th January 

Do join us for our Epiphany service in St Mary’s church at 6pm on Saturday 5th January, 

followed by our Epiphany Supper at approximately 7pm.  Wine and soft drinks will be 

served with the two-course, hot meal.  Tickets will be on sale in our churches shortly. 

Frances Murton & Lynda Hodges 
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December 2018 Diary 
Sat 1  Christmas Tree Festival  St Lawrence 

SUN 2  Christmas Tree Festival  St Lawrence 

  1830 Candlelit Procession for Advent All Saints  

SUN 9  NO 9.30 CELEBRATE! service due to Christingle  

  1300 Christmas Dinner Uckington Village Hall 

  1500 Christingle Service - 50th Anniversary St Mary 

Mon 10 0930 Junior School Christmas Service St Mary 

Tue 11 1430 Infant School Christmas Service St Mary 

  1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

  1930 Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

SUN 16 0800 Said Eucharist St Mary 

Mon 17 1900 Celebation of Christmas St Nicolas 

Tue 18  Experience Christmas for School St Mary 

Wed 19 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

  1900 Gotherington Singers’ Christmas Concert St Nicolas 

SUN 23 1830 Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight St Mary 

  1830 Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight All Saints  

  1830 Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight St Lawrence 

Mon  24 1400 Crib Service St Mary 

  1600 Crib Service St Mary 

  1600 Crib Service St Lawrence 

  1600 Crib Service All Saints  

  1830 Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight St Mary Magdalene 

  1130 Midnight Mass St Mary 

  1130 Midnight Mass St Nicolas 

  1130 Midnight Mass St Lawrence 

  1130 Midnight Mass All Saints  

Tue 25 0800 Said Mass for Christmas Day All Saints  

  0800 Said Eucharist for Christmas Day St Mary 

  0915 Holy Communion for Christmas Day St Lawrence 

  0930 Celebrate! for Christmas Day St Mary 

  0930 Sung Eucharist for Christmas Day St Nicolas 

  1030 Sung Mass for Christmas Day All Saints  

  1045 Holy Communion for Christmas Day St Mary Magdalene 

  1100 Sung Eucharist for Christmas Day St Mary 

   THERE WILL NO EVENING SERVICES TODAY  
Sat  29  THERE WILL BE NO TEAM SURGERY TODAY  

SUN 30 0800 Said Mass   All Saints  

  0800 Said Eucharist St Mary 

  0930 Celebrate!  St Mary 

  0930 Sung Eucharist  St Nicolas 

  1000 Joint Holy Communion with St Mary Magdalene St Lawrence 

   NO SERVICE AT ST MARY MAGDALENE  
  1030 Sung Mass  All Saints  

  1100 Sung Eucharist St Mary 



Prestbury Parish Magazine  December 2018 - January 2019 
 

~ 41 ~ 

January 2019 Diary 
Tue 1 1800 Study at Six 5 Priory Mews 

Sat 5 1800 Service for Epiphany St Mary 

  1900 Epiphany Supper St Mary 

SUN 6    

Tue 8 1900 Communion followed by Tuesday Group St Lawrence 

  1900 Said Eucharist Service before: St Nicolas 

  1930 Prestbury PCC Meeting St Nicolas 

SUN 13 1430 Baptism of Ralph Slack St Mary Magdalene 

Wed 16 1430 Welcome on Wednesday St Nicolas 

SUN 20    

Tue 22 1930 Prestbury Mothers’ Union St Nicolas 

SUN 27  NO SERVICE AT ST MARY MAGDALENE  

Mon 28 1000-1200  Monday Club Uckington Village Hall 

 

Regular Weekly Events   

December 2018 Calendar 

SUNDAY 2 Advent Sunday 

SUNDAY 9 St Nicolas (2nd Sunday of Advent) 

SUNDAY 16 3rd Sunday of Advent 

SUNDAY 23 4th Sunday of Advent 

Monday 24 Christmas Eve 

Tuesday 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 

SUNDAY 30 1st Sunday of Christmas 

 

January 2019 Calendar 

SUNDAY 6 EPIPHANY 

SUNDAY 13 The Baptism of Christ (2nd Sunday of Epiphany) 

SUNDAY 20 3rd Sunday of Epiphany  

SUNDAY 27 4th Sunday of Epiphany 

Mondays 1000-1130 Urchins Toddler Group (in term time) URC, Deep Street 

Tuesdays 1030-1200 Coffee Drop In St Mary 

 1030-1200 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

Fridays 1000-1200 Prestbury Friday Circle  URC, Deep Street 

Saturdays 1030-1100 Team Surgery  St Nicolas 



December 2018 - January 2019  Prestbury Parish Magazine 
 

~ 42 ~ 

From the Registers 

Prestbury 

Baptisms 

October 7 Jax Tatler Wakeman 

Funeral at St Mary 

October 1 Marilyn Wainwright 

 1 Heather Birt 

 

12 Avril Keen 

Funeral at Crematorium 

October 17 Michael David Green 

Burial of ashes at Crematorium 

October 3 Marilyn Wainwright 

Burial of ashes at St Mary 

October 11 Evelyn Evans 

   

Swindon Village 

Baptism 

October 7 Roxanne Elizabeth Thomson 
 

 

 

 

 

Pray the Streets – Relaunch 

Three new clergy and a whole new housing estate – how Prestbury has changed since our 

Pray the Streets scheme was first launched in 2011!  We have already added extra street 

names in Prestbury village, and now there are several more on the new estates.  This 

means that the existing prayer cards are out of date, not least because we also have a 

complete change in clergy personnel, whose details are listed on the reverse. 

The updated cards have the streets arranged alphabetically rather than geographically, 

which means all the streets will now be prayed for on different days.  The new cards will be 

available in both churches during December.  Please take one if you would like it for private 

use at home.  Cards for both St Mary’s and St Nicolas’ will be available in both churches.  If 

they run out, please ask and we will arrange for more to be printed. 

We shall start using the new cards from 1st January 2019, at which point all old cards will 

be redundant and should be discarded.  For ease of recognition, the new cards have 

“revised 2019” on the front.  

Frances Murton on behalf of Prestbury Local Ministry Team 
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES 

St Mary, Prestbury 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Eucharist 

   09.30 Celebrate! All-age worship  
   11.00 Sung Eucharist  
  1st Sunday 18.30 Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court 
  2nd Sunday 18.30 Benediction in St Mary 
  Other Sundays 18.30 Evening Prayer in St Mary 
  Monday 09.00 Morning Prayer (excluding Bank Holidays) 
  Wednesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 
   18.00 Eucharist  
  Thursday 10.30 Eucharist 
  Saturday 09.30 Eucharist 

St Nicolas, Prestbury 
  Sunday 09.30 Sung Eucharist 
  Tuesday  09.00 Morning Prayer 
   10.00 Said Eucharist 
All Saints 
  Sunday 08.00 Said Mass 
   10.30 Sung Mass 
   18.30 Choral Evensong 
  Last Sunday 18.30 Choral Evensong with Benediction 
  Thursday 09.00 Morning Prayer 
   11.15 Said Mass 

St Lawrence, Swindon Village 
  1st Sunday 10.30 Together @ Ten Thirty (all-age service) 
   18.30 Sung Holy Communion 
  2nd & 4th 09.15 BCP Holy Communion  
   18.30 Evensong 
  3rd Sunday 10.30 Together @ The Table (family communion) 
   18.30 Evensong 
  5th Sunday 09.15 Holy Communion  
   18.30 Songs of Praise   Next is on 30 June 2019 
   (alternates with St Mary Magdalene) 

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke 
  1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.45 Holy Communion 
  5th Sunday either

 10.45 Holy Communion 
   or 18.30 Songs of Praise   Next is on 31 March 2019  
    (alternates with St Lawrence.  On the Sundays we 

    host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)   
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Strength and assurance 

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God. He 

was with God in the beginning. 

The Word was the true light that enlightens all men; and he was coming into the 

world. He was in the world that had its being through him and the world did not know 

him. He came to his own domain and his own people did not accept him. But to all 

who did accept him he gave power to become children of God 

John 1.1 – 2, 9-12 (JB) 
 

HIS PASSAGE FROM John’s gospel is read at Christmas time every year. I 

remember hearing it from about 10 years of age, at St Peter’s church in 
Winchcombe, the church 2 minutes’ walk away from my childhood home. 

These verses have been a great comfort to me throughout my life; the promise of 
God manifested though his son Jesus Christ has enabled me to be sure of his 

presence in difficult times as well as good times. 

We all experience good and bad times in our lives. We go through the death of someone 

dear to us; my father died on Palm Sunday 1964 and my mother at Christmas time 1970. At 

other times there may be concerns about money or unemployment, physical or mental 

health, even trouble with the law; any of these might affect family members or friends, 

young or old. Whatever happens to us, the eternal promise recorded by John enables 

believers to cope with everyday life. 

John’s gospel is presented as a drama, with a prologue, two main acts and an epilogue. 

Chapter 1 is the prologue. The gospel writer introduces the main themes developed later, 

such as Life, Light and Glory; here too the character of Jesus begins already to be disclosed. 

In the first verse he is named as the Word of God, who “was with God from the beginning”. 

Later in the chapter he is described as Son of the Father (verse 14); John the Baptist 

acknowledges him as Son of God (verse 34); Andrew tells his brother Simon Peter “We have 

found the Messiah”, that is Christ, the Anointed one (verse 41); Nathanael says, “You are the 

king of Israel” (verse 49). Finally in verse 51 Jesus himself takes the title “Son of Man”. 

As we welcome the baby Jesus born in human form at Christmas, we are strengthened as 

we hear Jesus’s identity described.  Jesus, as the incarnate and exalted Son of God and Son 

of Man, joins earth and heaven decisively together and makes it possible for every believer 

to share the life of eternity even in this world. 

God by calling you has joined you to his Son Jesus Christ; and God is faithful. (1 Corinthians 1:9) 

Marion Godden 

 

In church at Christmas time we hear also what the other gospels have to say about the 

coming of Christ. Luke tells of the child born in a stable, with shepherds brought to 

worship by a vision of angels.  From Matthew we hear of the later visit of “wise men” from 

the east. Both of them record the mysterious circumstance surrounding Jesus’s birth, as 

Mary receives the angel’s message, and Joseph struggles to accept the news. 

Which of these readings is your own favourite? What does it tell you about the meaning of 

Christmas? 

T 



 

 

Parish Directory continued 

 St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net 

Parish Magazine 
Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising & Sales: Richard Johnson 224823 
advertising@prestbury.net 

 
 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is the Sunday 2 weeks before this. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

February Magazine Deadline: 13 January 2019 

 Future Themes:  February Prized Possessions 

    March Helping Hands 
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