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The Blame Game

A

S THE FINALS of many major sports come to their conclusion this
month and next, it is interesting how much attention falls on the
winners and how swiftly blame is pinned firmly on those who
deemed to have ‘failed’. If you like football you might recall the poor Liverpool
goalkeeper Karius whose mistakes against Real Madrid were blamed for
Liverpool losing the Champions League Final last May. Or, if you like rugby, how
last October Freddie Burns was blamed in the Champions Cup for a premature
celebration of a try against Toulouse and had the ball knocked from his hand
before touchdown by an opposing player. As one sympathetic former player
observed, ‘no one died’ but that did not stop the vilification.
Blame is of course, closely linked with the Easter story. Jesus is blamed. You might know
that on the “Day of Atonement” the high priest, Aaron, was instructed symbolically to lay
all the sins of the people on one unfortunate goat, and the people would then beat the
animal until it fled into the desert. Instead of admitting and owning their faults, this ritual
allowed people handily to export them elsewhere, in this case onto an innocent animal.
The image of the scapegoat powerfully mirrors the universal, but largely unconscious,
human need to transfer our guilt onto something or someone else by singling that other
out for unmerited negative treatment. You may know the tender face of Holman Hunt’s
painting called ‘The Scapegoat’ of 1854 (viewable by the way, at the Lady Lever Art Gallery
at Port Sunlight), painted during one of Hunt’s crises of faith. The theologian and mystic
Richard Rohr observes how the French philosopher and historian René Girard (1923–2015)
demonstrated that the scapegoat mechanism is built into the foundations of most social
groups and cultures. We need another group to be against to form our group. For example,
some scapegoat refugees who are seeking asylum, falsely accusing them of being criminals.
This pattern repeats itself in our society and in our private, inner lives.
We humans largely hate or blame almost anything else rather than recognise our own
weaknesses and failings. The memories stay with us: ‘Bromfield made me do it’ I recall a
former friend telling our form master at school (when I certainly did not!) “He deserves it.”
“They are the problem.” “They are evil.” We might not realise that we are scapegoating,
it’s ingrained and unconscious. As Jesus said, people literally “do not know what they are
doing.” (Luke 23:34).
In this way God and religion have often been used to justify our violence and to hide from
the darker parts of ourselves that we would rather not admit. Yet Jesus revealed the
pattern, “When anyone kills you, they will think they are doing service for God,” he said
(John 16:2).
The Bible calls such hatred and killing “sin”, and Jesus came precisely to “take away”
(John 1:29) our capacity to commit it by exposing it for all to see. Jesus stood as the totally
innocent one who was condemned by the highest authorities of both church and state, an
act that should create healthy scepticism about how wrong even the highest powers can be.
Often Christianity shames individuals for private sins while praising public figures, in spite of
their pride, greed, gluttony, lying, killing, or (increasingly) narcissism.
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 As John puts it, Jesus will show the world how wrong it was about sin, about who was
really in the right, and about true judgment (John 16:8). This is what Jesus first exposes and
then defeats on the cross. As Richard Rohr notes, Jesus did not come to change God’s
mind about us. It did not need changing. Jesus came to change our minds about God, and
about ourselves, and about where goodness and evil really lie.
Fr Nick

BOOK REVIEW:

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine
A Costa First Novel Award achieved by Gail Honeyman in 2017 and the 7th best seller in
the February 9th 2019 Saturday Times “Top Ten Paperback Fiction”.
I would recommend this original page turning novel as a good holiday read. It is a study in
loneliness, funny, yet sad as it explores the power of human kindness.
It is the story of Eleanor, a young woman with a disturbing early life, who lost her mother
and sister at the age of ten and drifted in the care system until going to University. The
book opens with her established working life, and little more! Aged 30.
Eleanor’s routines are such that she lives alone, wears the same clothes to work every day,
eats the same meal-deal for lunch every day and buys the same two bottles of vodka to
drink every weekend. The reader cannot help but question “does Eleanor have a
condition?” Early on in the book we know that she has regular telephone calls with
Mummy, an ugly scar on her face and an obsession with a pop star.
The reader is then immersed in gradual acts of kindness and friendship shown towards
Eleanor by two families who value her for who she is without judging. Raymond develops
into her companion as through his day to day life he widens her social network by
introducing her to hospital visiting, family parties, giving her a pet and more! This leads to
Eleanor’s emotional awakening and connections through daily human kindness. This is
observed by her work colleagues and leads to her promotion. As her social life broadens
with invitations to parties and also a funeral, she gradually discovers the world of fashion.
Her somewhat quirky personality draws clothes assistants to not only show kindness but
understanding.
The perceptive reader will be challenged by some of the very worst human behaviour
shown towards Eleanor together with the impact upon her. The reader gradually
understands her need for alcohol and more. Towards the end of the book we witness a
remarkable act of kindness which saves her life. Eleanor now develops the mental strength
to begin to address the issues in her life which have disabled her in many ways thus far.
It is a well-crafted story raising many issues confronting today’s society. It is incredibly
funny, very moving and the compassion and kindness shown towards Eleanor is perhaps the
main theme I will take from this good read.
Jean Johnson
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Major Arthur Inglis –
the Glosters’ officer who won the first Tank Corps DSO
Although fighting in the Great War ceased on the
Western Front on 11 November 1918, it did not end
the suffering for wounded soldiers or their families.
Many succumbed to their wounds, countless died as a
result of the influenza epidemic which swept across
Europe whilst others, weakened by their military
service, died of linked causes. One of these was the
Prestbury resident, Major Arthur Inglis, an officer of
the Glosters who fought with the First Tank Crews.
His life, and those of the thirteen other Prestbury
fatalities, will be commemorated at St Mary’s Church
after Sung Eucharist on the centenary of his death,
Sunday 12 May.
Arthur was the younger son of Lionel and Agnes Inglis. His father, born in India, was a
merchant and government official, and later served in the Lancashire Militia; his mother was
born near Hereford, and they married in Ashchurch when she was just 19. Arthur’s elder
brother, also Lionel, was born in 1882 and Arthur was born on 14 July 1884, at the
Caledonian Hotel, Inverness; I have not discovered why this happened, but his middle name
is McCulloch! For a brief period the family lived at Inglesby, New Barn Lane, from where
Arthur attended Cheltenham College. In 1898 Agnes and Lionel travelled to India, where
they met Maud Hemmingway, a 25-year-old spinster with whom Lionel became infatuated.
He became abusive and violent to Agnes, who obtained a divorce and custody of their two
sons.
During the Second Boer War the seventeen year old 2nd Lieutenant Arthur was
commissioned into the Wiltshire Regiment. He did not see any fighting but served on the
island of St Helena guarding over 5,000 Boer prisoners of war. Returning home Arthur
could not settle to civilian life and in 1906 returned to the Regular Army, joining the 2nd
Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment. After his first posting, to Warley, Essex, he served on
garrison duties in Malta before, in December 1911, he was appointed aide-de-camp to the
Governor of The Gambian Colony. Two years later he joined The Gambia Company of the
West African Frontier Force. When the Great War broke out the Allies decided to subdue
all German colonies worldwide, including Kamerun, in West Africa. Here Captain Arthur
Inglis joined the successful Anglo-French invasion force and then became the Camp
Commandant at the formation base.
In May 1916, as Arthur returned to the UK, the first tank companies were being created,
and he was appointed as a section commander in July. Two months later his company was
deployed to France. On 15 September 1916, when tanks were used for the very first time,
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Arthur’s section supported the Canadian Corps at Courcelette. His tanks cleared German
trenches and Arthur’s own tank, Crème de Menthe, broke into a heavily fortified sugar
factory which helped the Canadians to take this strong point. For his leadership and
determination Arthur was awarded the Distinguished Service Order – the first of its type
awarded to a tank officer.
In December 1916, as the tank force was being expanded, Arthur was posted to Bovington
Camp, Dorset, to form a new tank company. Returning to France, in May 1917, Major Inglis
successfully led his tanks during the 3rd
Battle
of
the
Somme
(Battle
of
Passchendaele). He commanded his company
during the Battle of Cambrai where, within
six hours, his tanks broke through the
German lines and reached the outskirts of
the city. As the tank units were reorganised
and expanded further, Arthur’s commanding
officer, and other majors, returned to
England, but Arthur remained in France with
his battalion, now re-equipped with the new
lighter Whippet tank. The Whippets’ role
was to support the Allied cavalry once the
Major Arthur Inglis with his dog, Jock,
infantry had broken through the German
in France in October 1917
defences.
whilst training for the Battle of Cambrai

On the opening day of the Battle of Amiens, 8 August 1918, the tanks were successful.
Arthur’s company, which was held in reserve to exploit any breakthrough, was ordered to
advance. As they moved off one of the tanks drove over an unexploded shell and the
shrapnel seriously wounded Arthur and his CO. They were sent back to London for
treatment and, as Arthur improved, he was employed on light duties as a Railway Transport
Officer. Sadly, in early 1919, Arthur was diagnosed with cancer. Returning to his home in
Prestbury Arthur was treated at the Royal Nursing Home at Cheltenham, where he died,
aged 34, on 12 May 1919; he was buried in his local Parish Churchyard. His mother and
brother lived on in Prestbury, Agnes died in 1923 and his brother Lionel in 1966.
The lives of those who fought in the First Tanks were for many years overlooked. At the
centenary of their first action, 15 September 2016, relatives and friends formed a research
group to keep their memories alive.
Arthur Inglis’ war service is not forgotten – We Remember Him Still!
Stephen Pope
Stephen Pope is a retired Army logistics officer and his book “The First Tank Crews” was
published by Helion and Co in April 2016
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The Last Maundy Thursday
Then, for the last time, the sanctuary is stripped bare.
The congregation, such as they are, take part:
a keen young teacher in an old woman’s body
carries the altar cloth away, cradled in her arms,
her face stern as she negotiates the step down - her arthritic hip;
The red-nosed warden takes the candlesticks from the priest
to the vestry, where a tissue-filled box awaits them.
All relics now.
And outside:
The chatter of a thousand thousand phones
the febrile, futile, friendyness
the urgent charity
the searching fun
the news, the sport, the holidays, the work,
the aching of a valley of dry bones...
So now the ancient seasoned wood is all that’s left,
and, for one last time, the vigil begins;
silent figures scattered in the pews,
their heads bowed, or raised a little
to the Easter garden - moss, flowers, stones and sticks, in a tea tray –
or a little higher,
to the hidden image of their invisible saviour.
The organist lightly touches the keyboard with a tender finger
before he walks away,
An ending harmony.
And outside:
The web-spread call of Save the World campaigns
the gnawing numbing neediness
the dream of Family
the hope of Legacy
Mother’s Day, Christmas, Comic relief, Halloween
a pouring out till only Why? remains.
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The vigil’s ended; but there’ll be no Good Friday, no Easter service here.
It is finished.
As a last act, before finally locking the door,
the priest, without quite knowing why,
has brought the little garden outside,
and placed it tenderly on the ground, at the edge of the car park.
Later, in the hidden dark, snails will come,
anointing with silver trails as they eat the flowers.
And in the early dawn a mother blackbird will take some of the moss to line a nest.
And inside:
The age-old callings search beneath the lies;
language lacking logic,
logic lacking language,
the real enclosed in fantasy,
the deep enclosed in banality,
the seed that falls to the ground and dies.
Giles Elliott

Real
Even now, I glimpse it sometimes.
In the middle of the mess, the despair, the boredom, the disappointment,
the grind, the dirt, the pain,
I see, just for a second, just out of the corner of my soul’s eye
a garden, and we are walking in it;
a fragmentary, subliminal image, gone before I’ve even noticed, yet it
leaves an after-image on my psychic retina,
a remembering of hope.
And the strangest thing...
Somehow I understand, or just understand that it’s possible to understand,
that the weight of pain helps create the diamond vision of a perfect land.
Giles Elliott
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Nigel Woodcock

Gold Cup Parking

Peter Attwood, Allan Philpot, Bill Boyer and Brian Frodsham trying to find shelter!
The weather was not kind to us this year but the racegoers were not put off. Many came
to St Nicolas to park their cars. Those who had booked a place in advance were not
disappointed as they were directed to the hard standing where we can easily accommodate
45 cars. Most years we can get about the same number on the grass at the rear of the
church. This year it was too wet to allow this. Never mind, we still earned a healthy sum
for church funds.
Most drivers and their passengers appreciate popping inside to use the loos or to enjoy
some refreshments laid on by Margaret and her team of helpers in the kitchen.
For several years Tony Mason has organised the parking. Thank you, Tony. This is his last
year and we are pleased that Brian Frodsham has taken over this role.

~9~

April - May 2019

Prestbury Parish Magazine

A Pioneer of Civilisation: Frank Waters (1851-1896)
With this month’s theme for contributions to the magazine being Charity, it seems a good
opportunity to relate the fascinating and moving story of my grandmother’s brother, my
great-uncle Frank. He survived disaster at sea, suffered great hardship after reaching his
destination and eventually found love and fulfilment. In one of his letters home he referred
to himself as “one of the pioneers of civilisation and we must think how we are benefitting
those who follow us.” Each letter home was carefully copied, in very neat handwriting, into
a leather-bound book by his younger and devoted sister, my grandma. Here we go.
At the age of 23, Frank decided to leave the family home in Stanley Street, close to
Paddington Station, and emigrate to Australia. We don’t know the reason but I imagine it
was to better his life and, maybe, make his fortune. Frank Waters sailed from Gravesend at
3am on Wednesday 20th May 1874 in the three-masted clipper, the Suffolk. His first letter
home (before sailing) begins:
“Dear Father and Mother,
I enclose a portrait of the ship I am on board. This is, I hear, a very good ship and we have
a good captain, officers and crew. I am pretty well satisfied with the treatment at present.
There are about 120 single men, 90 single women and about 64 married couples with some
children. The men are rather a rough lot but pretty good-natured. We had a minister
come aboard yesterday afternoon and he held a short service and gave a Testament to
those who had no Bible. He came from the Thames Church Mission. This morning
another minister came and held a short service and presented most of us with a hymn book
and a few tracts. He came from a place called the Bethel of Gravesend. We expect the
Inspector of the Board of Trade this morning, also the Inspector of the Queensland
Government and hope to start finally on Tuesday morning. Goodbye, God bless you all.”

The Suffolk –
a painting by Gloucester artist, John Rogers, who worked
from researches at the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich
~ 10 ~
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The next letter was written “off the coast of Africa” on June 2nd. Here is part of it:
“I am in very good health and the voyage seems to agree with me. The day we sailed I was
up on deck at 3am watching the tug that was taking us out into the English Channel. We
passed Her Majesty’s Fleet at The Nore at about 4am and had a good view of the men of
war and the ugliest of ships, namely the Devastation, which is as curious a ship as ever I
have seen. We had a good view of the South Coast of England, Dover Castle etc and I saw
both England and France at once plainly. I hope you received the ship’s portrait I sent from
Gravesend. I sent it ashore by the postman who charged me one penny for taking it ashore
besides the one penny for the stamp etc etc.”
As the Suffolk rounded the Cape of Good Hope she was blown a long way off course in
severe gales. Captain Byford writes in his log: “The sea raged with almost unparalleled
violence, the waves hurled themselves against the vessel with terrific force. She lost all her
masts and her bowsprit, all her sails, everything on deck together with the tackle, the
galleys were broken in, the top of the poop smashed, the cabins were filled with water,
three lifeboats were pulverised and three others very much damaged. The ship is, in fact, in
a most deplorable condition.”
Frank writes in his letter from Mauritius on August 7th 1874: “We have had 2 or 3 gales,
some lasting 2, some 4 days and nights, and everything above deck was blown overboard,
including one sailor. Although the masts went over the side, they were still held by strong
chains fast to the deck and it took 2 or 3 hours to get them adrift and the sea kept
thumping them against the side in a way to make us think they were coming through the
side. We did not sleep all that night for some of the people were singing hymns, some
praying and some crept into their berths too frightened to do either. All the single men
were employed at the pumps all night while the sea came tumbling over and through the
broken bulwarks wetting us to the skin. We must be very thankful our lives have been
spared, as we did not expect it.”
It was, however, a stout and well-built ship and managed to limp into Mauritius where, after
many weeks, it was made seaworthy and continued its journey to Rockhampton in
Queensland, arriving on November 15th. In his first letter from Australia, Frank writes:
“Nobody would conceive the immensity of the ocean except one who had been on a long
voyage like this.” (Ten lives were lost on the journey and there was one birth.)
Soon after arriving in Queensland, Uncle Frank found work as a navvy on the railways but
that lasted only six weeks. Quite unused to manual labour, coupled with the excessive heat
of the day, he was forced to find other employment. This was driving a butcher’s cart
around outposts in the bush delivering meat to settlers. “Driving a spring cart here,” he
writes, “is not what it is in England. There are no good roads about here and you have to
look ahead for the stumps or else over you go. In a great many places there is no road at
all and you have to find your way through the bush as best you can.”
Another letter is written, I suspect, to relieve his conscience and I quote, “I have not been
to any place of worship since leaving Mauritius for the simple reason there is none to go to.
There is an English church 9 miles from here but no resident clergyman so services are
rare. People here think nothing of walking 500 or 600 miles humping their swag, which
means carrying it on their backs. The natives are very troublesome at times. A few days
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ago a great number of them attacked a surveying party hundreds of miles from any white
settlement and as there were only a few white men in the party, overpowered them and
killed and ate them. Since then they have killed and eaten a Chinaman, so it is quite true
that they are cannibals, although some people won’t believe it.”
There are 123 pages in my Grandma’s book describing in great detail the hardships of life in
the bush, and the extreme loneliness. Frank writes that he has not seen anyone, black or
white, for three weeks. “I am often at home,” he once wrote, “but I don’t suppose you see
me. I was walking down Stanley Street last night, looking at the houses and thinking ah,
they don’t know I am in England yet, but when I woke up I was in my hut. I often dream
about you and sometimes see you. I saw Father the other night but he did not speak to
me. I expect he did not know me.”
Uncle Frank changed jobs from driving a butcher’s delivery cart to driving thousands of
head of sheep and cattle over hundreds of miles of rough country where water was hard to
find. Here he was one of a team of four men who, when hungry, killed a sheep and lived off
that. Stories abound. Then he tried prospecting for gold but found only a few grains.
After damaging his arm very badly and rendering it almost useless he worried that if the
same happened to the other arm he would be in very big trouble. So he found work in
Clermont Hospital as a porter and then a warder and it was here that he was converted
from staunch C of E to the Salvation Army. He wrote to his parents apologising for this
changeover but insisting that he had found a purpose to his life. This is what he says: “I am
rejoicing in God my Saviour and intend to press on whatever cost to myself, now and for
ever. Lord help me to fulfil this vow. Six months ago I could not have written like this to
save my life but now it is the joy of my soul.” Frank continues: “The hospital has been very
full lately, many serious cases requiring a great deal of attention both day and night and I
have hardly had time to eat my meals and not a single night in my bed for 3 weeks so I have
written this letter by degrees when I have been able to spare a few minutes.”
The lonely life of Frank Waters came to an end when he met and fell in love with a fellow
Salvationist, one Miss EM Larsen. His letters home changed. Here is one of them:
“My very, very dear nieces,
I expect you will open your eyes very wide indeed to have a letter from me whom you
have never, never seen, all for your own selves but I want to tell you a great secret, that is
that I believe and hope that you will soon have a brand new Auntie. What do you think of
that? She is a really good Christian lassie and belongs to the SA like me. She has been an
officer but worked too hard in difficult places and became very ill. I have known her as a
friend for a long time, and now she is better she has promised to marry me.” He ends his
letter: “Although I have never seen you, I love you both very much and send you a whole
heap of kisses which you must get Mother to give you both. It is now nearly 12 o’clock so I
must say Goodnight. May our dear Saviour bless you and make you his own dear little girls,
is the earnest prayer of your very loving Uncle.”
Shortly after writing that letter, Frank suffered a severe heart attack and died aged 45 on
July 20th 1886. The coroner’s report stated that the cause was “heart failure due to
overwork.” The letters to my grandmother from Miss Larsen, who was heartbroken, are
~ 12 ~
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very moving and not for these pages but the obituary by JH Williams, Captain of the
Clermont branch of the Salvation Army certainly is:
“Promoted
Treasurer Waters’ promotion to glory came as a hard knock to the whole Corps and also
to numbers outside Army circles altogether. A gap has been left which will be difficult to
fill: his sword has been sheathed and he reigns in triumph; a warrior saint has gone home.
[This you will note is written in Salvation Army language of the day.]
His life was a beautiful example of what a soldier and Christian should be. Converted
through the Army’s efforts about four years ago, he has ever since been a fighting soldier.
During almost the whole of that time he has held the office of Treasurer to the Corps and
in every particular has been an exemplary officer, discharging his duty faithfully and well.
We have never known him refuse help when it was needed.
He was chief warder at the local hospital and there, as in his Corps duties, he was always
faithful and exact and many suffering ones have been cheered by his tireless efforts on their
behalf. Dr Kent of the hospital also gives a splendid testimony to his worth as a servant and
genuineness as a soldier.
The funeral was Army, it being the first of its kind. There was a great crowd and the
Salvation Army and Wesleyan bands played and sang through the streets. Many wept at his
graveside and at his memorial services a beautiful spirit prevailed.”
Miss Larsen sent home to his parents in London his few possessions which included his
compass, pen-holder and inkwell and small travelling chest which must have been with him
since he left Gravesend. All these I have and what a tale they could tell if only they could
speak!
I am not a Salvationist but I do admire their work, often in most difficult situations. It is
why one of the charities I support is the Salvation Army – and, of course, out of admiration
and respect for my great-uncle Frank.
Bernard Parkin
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Charities
I was introduced to something called ‘Charities’ at an early age. This is how it happened.
My paternal grandparents lived in the next street to where we lived and so it was with
great fortune we were able to spend time with them frequently.
This was the link with the above title. When in their house one day I subconsciously
noticed on a shelf, some white painted tins with a red cross thereon. ‘What’s that tin for
Granny?’ ‘Oh that belongs to a charity she replied. ‘Is that something like a chariot?’ said I.
My Granny looked down at me as if to say, ‘You stupid boy.’
I must have read the expression on her face and looking at her black plastic belt with a big
buckle round her waist I walked away.
A few days later I was in the house with Granny. I was always with her because my
Grandfather was always at work. There was a knock at the door and Granny said, ‘That
will be Mrs Gyles.’ (No Christian names used in those times.) In came Mrs Gyles
accompanied by her son Kenneth. He was quite old, about 8 years old.
‘We are going collecting, Nigel,’ said Granny, and with that I was given a tin to carry and we
set off down the road to start knocking on doors. So there you have it.
Coming up to the present century, we here in Prestbury have two Charities, (not chariots!)
that I am aware of. There are probably more; You could say that a Church is a Charity?
I am conversant with the following, Prestbury Memorial Trust (PMT) and The Prestbury
United Charities (PUC). The former consists of a number of Trustees who each have
individual responsibilities. Then there is the Warden. She, in this case, is the person who
spearheads the activities and is the person most visible to the people who derive benefit
from the PMT.
On offer to people in the village area is the opportunity to enjoy a meal up at Cleeve Hill
Golf Club at set times. There are different events on offer for example, Sit and Fit, Art and
craft, self explanatory and in the summer months, trips are arranged to enable one to visit
different areas of our beautiful county.
The second Charity, PUC, an organisation that has existed for a very long time, in fact since
the year 1646 we read. From this date there has been an abundance of changes and
alterations in the form in which the Charities have functioned. It has been administered by
various individuals and committees down the years. Finally, in the year 1969 nine different
charities were joined under the direction of that august body known as the Charities
Commission.
Since that time the PUC has been controlled by a number of Trustees. The function and
purpose for the existence of the PUC is to relieve financial hardship amongst the
disadvantaged in our community. This it is singularly successful in doing principally due to
the dedicated work of the ‘Clerk’ who administers the day to day work of the Charity and
is mainly what one could call the ‘Face’ of THE Charity.
This brings us full circle because the person who until 14½ years ago held the position of
Clerk was none other than my lifelong friend Kenneth Gyles referred to above in
connection with the Red Cross.
Nigel Woodcock
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St Mary’s Church Easter Flowers
Donations for Easter flowers will be collected at all of the services at St Mary’s on Sunday
7th April and Sunday 14th April.
If you wish to make a specific donation for dedicated lilies in memory of a loved one, please
put the donation in a sealed envelope with the person’s name or names on the outside.
Flowers will be arranged in the church on Easter Saturday.
Thank you.

Toddington Walk 23rd February
Our first walk of 2019 just happened to coincide with the warmest Saturday in February for
many years. Eight walkers enjoyed a leisurely amble around the lanes of Toddington in
glorious sunshine. Over the Cotswold wall surrounding St. Andrews Church, we had a
clear view of Toddington Manor wrapped in plastic and encased by scaffolding; a Damien
Hirst masterpiece perhaps? After the church we strolled back towards The Pheasant where
we were to have our lunch. However, as we had some time to spare before our booked
time, we made a detour to the gates of Toddington Station, unfortunately now closed for
the winter. It was a good start to our 2019 Walking Season. Thank you to Janet Waters for
so ably organising.
Our next three walks are on 23rd March, 13th April and 18th May.

Janet Waters

Margaret Compton
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PROVIDE, PROVIDE
‘We are here on earth to do good for others; what the others are here for I have no idea.
W.H.Auden

One problem with trying to write on the theme of charity is that it’s tempting simply to
produce pious platitudes or philanthropic fluff. By contrast, when journalists focus on
charities, they tend to feature corrupt and hypocritical institutions with scandals,
embezzlement and worse, rather than the dedicated and selfless achievements of charity
workers in mitigating human or indeed animal suffering.
In Rosslyn Chapel near Edinburgh, there is a fifteenth century stone carving which embodies
the seven corporal works of mercy, as perceived in late medieval times. Those carved stone
figures encourage us to be generous and to help those in need: namely, to feed the hungry,
give water to the thirsty, shelter the homeless, clothe the naked, care for the sick, visit
prisoners and bury the dead. In other words, a social conscience and society’s well-being
were important long before the Welfare State.
In one of his wry poems, Robert Frost puts it another way:
‘Better to go down dignified
With boughten friendship at your side
Than none at all. Provide, provide!’
In order to give alms in the old-fashioned sense, however, we have to create a surplus
ourselves and that is one reason why wealth creation is so important for any person or
society aspiring to an active social conscience. Whether it is the Gloucestershire Wildlife
Trust or Médecins Sans Frontières, almost all charities now need funds to help them
operate. Anyone who has tried to raise money in a supposedly good cause knows that the
sums often involve small increments. In the UK at least, Gift Aid helps to boost those funds
significantly. And yet why should charities need so much extra cash when the state levies so
very much in its multiple taxes? As Confucius said, ‘In a country well governed, poverty is
~ 17 ~
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something to be ashamed of. In a country badly governed, wealth is something to be
ashamed of.’
Nevertheless, the requests for donations are widespread. Recently, for example, we have
received skilfully phrased and arrestingly illustrated appeals from the British Heart
Foundation, PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals Foundation) and for
Palestinian Children suffering in Hospitals. Of course, charity is not simply about donating
money to good causes but about thinking of those whose needs are greater than our own
by giving them appropriate time, energy, attention and planning, and then making real deeds
speak louder than empty words. It may be a truism but doing something helpful for
someone or something else can discourage excessive self-absorption and even diminish selfpity and depression.
Save Bees. Save the insects. Save the Whales. Save Megafauna. Quit plastics. It may be an
unpopular or uncharitable point of view but so many problems seem to have as their root
cause the over-peopling of the planet and the consequent reckless and often self-interested
depletion of its finite natural resources. Why in the past hundred years or more have we
seen the widespread introduction of effective means of contraception and yet the
simultaneous explosion of the human population?
As Samuel Johnson once said, ‘Poverty is a great enemy to human happiness; it certainly
destroys liberty, and it makes some virtues impracticable, and others extremely difficult.’
Similarly, George Orwell commented in The Road to Wigan Pier (1937): ‘Words are such
feeble things. What is the use of a brief phrase like ‘roof leaks’ or ‘four beds for eight
people’? It is the kind of thing your eye slides over, registering nothing. And yet what a
wealth of misery it can cover!’
In 1918, the American socialist Eugene V. Debs asserted that he was ‘opposing a social
order in which it is possible for one person who does absolutely nothing that is useful to
amass a fortune of hundreds of millions of dollars, while millions of men and women who
work all the days of their lives secure barely enough for a wretched existence.’ Indeed,
according to tax-collector and evangelist Matthew (19.21), Jesus even more radically said: ‘If
thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.’
As anyone who has retired will vouch, there is no shortage of unpaid work available in the
voluntary sector. Looking back, I realise that I have now worked in all three sectors: public,
private and voluntary. Even when I was working in the private sector as a teacher, my
employers were ironically registered as charities. It is interesting to look up individual
charities on the register provided by the Charity Commission for England and Wales and
see what their stated aims and accounts look like.
Of course, the word ‘charity’ has its roots in the Latin word caritas: love-thy-neighbour
love. The noun ‘charity’ was used in the Authorised Version to translate the concept of the
New Testament Greek ἀγαπη (agapē) which is now translated as ‘love’ in the celebrated
Chapter 13 from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians: ‘And now abideth faith, hope,
charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity’, as the King James Version
resoundingly puts it.
Charity of various kinds enables us to translate our better impulses into actions on behalf of
others and what does it matter whether we are also gratifying ourselves through our own
~ 18 ~
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altruism in the process? Altruism derives from words meaning ‘for somebody else’. The
Good Samaritan was indeed generous and non-partisan with his compassion, money, energy
and time. He never even suspected that he too might be mugged.
Duncan Forbes

THE GOOD SAMARITAN (1890) painted by Vincent Van Gogh (after Delacroix)
when Van Gogh was in the asylum at St-Rémy-de-Provence
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Giving and Gaining
There are lots of definition of charity, and in the official sense
of the word, The Children’s Society is a charity. But I also
like to think of charity as something we do – the way we are or at least the way
in which we can be. It’s giving to others. Giving could mean money, but it also
means helping, and one of the most wonderful things about giving is that we get
so much back in return.
Let me tell you a very short version of a story about a girl I know called Maya.
Maya was just a normal girl, living in Damascus in Syria, surrounded by family and friends,
when war tore her world apart.
At age sixteen, Maya found herself with only her immediate family, living in Birmingham as a
refugee. She was desperate to learn and desperate to make friends but getting a place at
school and feeling part of her new community took a very long time.
Because of this, Maya came along to a social group run by The Children’s Society called
MYPlace. At MYPlace, other young people just like Maya, are able to meet and make
friends, take part in sports and other activities and share a hot meal altogether on a weekly
basis.
Maya and I got talking and having heard that she
had been through so much, I wondered if she
would share her story by talking with some of
our supporters. It wasn’t long before, Maya
became a Volunteer Ambassador for The
Children’s Society. By this time, she was at a
school and working towards her GCSEs, had
made a good group of friends and had big
ambitions for her future. Life was getting back
on track after years of tragedy and disruption.
I was so inspired by Maya that I nominated her
for a Diana Legacy Award and she was chosen
as just one of twenty young people from all
across the world to receive this award. I was
lucky enough to go with Maya and her Mum to
St James’ Palace back in 2017 to watch her
receive the award from Prince William and
Prince Harry. What a day!
Maya and Roseann

As a result of her constantly working so hard,
Maya’s life really was going from strength to
strength.

Maya is now nineteen years old, studying at
Brunel University in London towards a degree in Aviation Engineering and Pilot Studies. She
continues to be an Ambassador for The Children’s Society and she also does a lot of work
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with the UN. At the beginning of December she flew to Geneva to deliver a Ted Talk to
thousands of people watching from all across the world!
This girl is amazing and I feel so privileged that The Children’s Society and I could play a
part in her story. But it’s not only Maya’s story, because Maya in turn has brought so much
to me. She has made me extremely proud of the job I do, she has inspired me, taught me to
work hard for what I want to achieve and always to give back where possible. Maya shares
her story in the hope it will help others, and it most certainly does.
Thank you to Maya for choosing to give back to The Children’s Society in such a way that it
has not only helped her to achieve some great things (shaking the hands of royalty being
just one!), but it has also helped so many other people to have hope for their future. If you
would like to hear more about Maya’s story, please contact Roseann on 01242 514463 or
roseann.thompson@childrenssociety.org.uk. Thank you.
Roseann Thompson

~ 21 ~

April - May 2019

Prestbury Parish Magazine

ADS C4

ADS C4

~ 22 ~

Prestbury Parish Magazine

April - May 2019

New Books for reflection
This month we’re actually talking about books! We regularly get in new titles, recently
receiving many non-fiction titles that offer a chance to reflect and see the world through
different eyes. All these books can be reserved online or by having a chat with us in the
library. We hope you enjoy whatever you’re reading this Easter.
The Prestbury Library team – Jo, Karen, Laura, Becky and Tessa
‘Journeys to the other side of the world: further adventures of a
young naturalist’ by David Attenborough.
The story of David Attenborough’s travels, after the success of Zoo Quest.
From Madagascar and New Guinea to the Pacific Islands, he and his team
were not just searching for rare animals, but to record the way of life of the
tribes there. Written with characteristic charm, humour, and humanity, this
is a unique adventure among people, places, and the wildest of wildlife.
‘The Salt Path’ by Raynor Winn
In one devastating week, Raynor and husband Moth lost their home of 20
years, just as a terminal diagnosis took away their future. With nowhere to
go, they decided to walk the South West Coast Path: this wind-battered
landscape stripping them of every comfort. With little money, they carry
everything on their backs and camp wild on beaches. Slowly, with every
step, the walk sets them on a remarkable journey and to their surprise, on
a path to freedom.
’The little big things: a young man’s belief that every day can be a
good day’ by Henry Fraser
Henry Fraser was 17 when a tragic accident severed his spinal cord.
Paralysed from the shoulders down, he has conquered unimaginable
difficulty to embrace life and a new way of living. Through challenging
adversity, he has found the opportunity to inspire others. This book
combines his wisdom and insight into finding the gifts in life’s challenges;
finding progress in whatever you do, and acknowledging and accepting the
darkness when it comes. Henry’s inspiring philosophy is his belief that
every day is a good day.
’The other side of happiness: embracing a more fearless approach to
living’ by Brock Bastian
In the modern world, we have become addicted to positivity. We try to
eradicate pain through medication and by insulating ourselves, even
though we are the safest generation that ever lived. Yet social
psychologist Brock Bastian shows that hardship and sadness are neither
antithetical to pleasure nor incidental: they are necessary for happiness.
He draws on psychology and neuroscience to demonstrate how difficult
experiences make us stronger, happier and more connected to those
around us.
~ 23 ~
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Marle Hill WI
‘The SS Great Britain, from launch to re-launch’ was the subject of Ian Caskie’s illustrated talk
at our March meeting. Built in Bristol in the 1830’s, and greatly influenced by the new
power of steam, she was commissioned by Great Western Steamship Company for the
North Atlantic mail contract. Originally designed to be one of 4 paddle ships, but changed
to propeller, the others being the SS Great Western and SS Great Eastern (the fourth was
never built). Having proved that, by using wrought iron instead of wood, the ships could be
bigger, lighter and faster, shipbuilding would never be the same again. The SS Great Britain
was declared to be Brunel’s masterpiece and could carry 250 passengers from Liverpool to
New York in 15 days. Unfortunately she only managed 4 crossings before running aground
in thick fog. In 1852 she was used on the Australian run, as there was a great demand
during the gold rush there. She carried 700 passengers, 140 crew and many live animals
and provisions to last the 2 month trip. In 1870, with the traffic reduced, the service was
discontinued. Being totally gutted in 1882, including the engines, she was converted for
coal carrying. On the route from Penarth to San Francisco via Cape Horn she ended up
scuttled at Port Stanley in the Falkland Islands. In 1967 she was surveyed and a pontoon
used to transport her back to Bristol. The delicate task of towing her the 8,000 miles
home resulted in her arrival back in Bristol on 19th July 1970. She now lies in the same dry
dock in which she was constructed but fully restored and conserved.
We were invited to birthday parties at Prestbury WI, Southam WI and Gotherington,
Woolstone and Oxenton WI that were much enjoyed. Lunch at Brasserie Blanc, a coffee
morning at Janet’s and meetings of the Craft and Book Clubs were amongst the other gettogethers during the month of March. We have not got into the next round of the County
Quiz but Brenda was more successful at our day-out at the races. She backed a 66-1
winner! We offered to be her security guard on the way to the bank! A visit to Denman
College fabric sale and an evening at Neal’s Yard to pamper our hands were also on the
calendar. The Walking Netball sessions are proving popular and a fun way to get some
exercise. We are improving and now get higher scores when we play other teams, and
even winning one match! There is talk of an inter-county tournament, watch this space.
Looking forward, we have the Annual Council meeting in the Town Hall, a watercolour
painting day, a Campaign and Debate day to discuss this year’s subjects for the National
Annual Meeting in June. Quite a few members are joining other County members for a
Spring Holiday in Kent.
Judith Humphries is to speak to us about ‘Holistic Therapies’ at our meeting on Monday 1st
April. If anyone would like to join us for the evening at 7.30pm at St Nicolas’ Hall,
Swindon Lane, they will be made most welcome
Sara Jefferies
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At our meeting on Monday 8th April Jerry Porter will be
giving us a talk on Riding for the Disabled.
Visitors are always welcome at WI meetings. They are
held on the second Monday of each month at 7.15pm in
the WI Hall on Prestbury Road.
For further information on WI activities please contact
Hilary Brick on 01242 517964.

Other WI news……


On February 13th we celebrated our 98th Birthday!
Sheila Beer cut the cake. A big thank you to our
catering committee for preparing a super meal
which was followed by a fun quiz.



A group of our members enjoyed
a lovely afternoon at the
Cotswold Gin Distillery on March
2nd. After a short video and tour
we proceeded to the main event
– tasting their Gin and Whisky!
After a few samples they opened
the shop….. If you have not been
yet, we thoroughly recommend it!



Our soup and
pudding lunch on 9th
March was well
supported again. A
big thank you to the
ladies who worked
hard in the kitchen
and the ladies who
waited on tables.
Hilary Brick
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We don’t do this. Do We?
Jerry Spence has submitted these sentences (with all the BLOOPERS) which have actually
appeared in church bulletins or were announced in church services:

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water.
The sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus.
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those things not
worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.
Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at
someone who is hard to love. Say ‘Hell’ to someone who doesn’t care much
about you.
Don’t let worry kill you off - let the Church help.
Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again’, giving obvious pleasure
to the congregation.
For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery
downstairs.
Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they
can get.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So
ends a friendship that began in their school days.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What Is Hell?’ Come
early and listen to our choir practice.
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new
members and to the deterioration of some older ones.
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled.
Proceeds will be used to cripple children.
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The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious
hostility.
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00pm - prayer and medication to follow.
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen
in the basement on Friday afternoon.
This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the
Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.
Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10am. All ladies are invited
to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after the B. S. is done.
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him
their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7pm. Please use the
back door.
The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the Church
basement Friday at 7pm. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.
Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First Presbyterian Church.
Please use large double door at the side entrance.
The Associate Minister unveiled the church’s new campaign slogan last Sunday:
“I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours”
Jerry Spence
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Forthcoming Events
Mothering Sunday, Evening Service
Sunday 31 March, 6.30pm*, St Mary Magdalene Church GL51 9TJ
At a special time for all mothers, this evening service will feature some lovely & popular
hymns in keeping with traditions in England that date back to the 16th century (where
people were encouraged to return to their “mother church” where they had been
baptised). Please come along!!
*: Tea & cake beforehand, at 6.00pm

Prestbury URC April Coffee Morning – Saturday 6th April
from 10.30 until Noon
Our April coffee morning will take place on Saturday 6th April from 10.30 till Noon. There
will be the usual raffle, books etc and of course, the toasted teacakes! You can be sure of a
warm welcome, so please join us if you are able to do so.

Friends of St Mary’s

WHO KILLED THE MAD SCIENTIST?
A MURDER MYSTERY PLAY and SUPPER
on Saturday, 6 April at 6.15pm
in the W.I. Hall, Prestbury

SOLD OUT ! Sorry
CAST INCLUDES:
Noel Brick, Nick Moore, Camilla Craven-Webb,
Helen Eager, Jerry Porter, Gill Cartwright, Diane Lyle, David Price,
Mark Jackson, John and Anne Pritchard.

A fun evening
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Prestbury APCM – 7th April 2019
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which follows the Annual Meeting of Parishioners,
will take place on Sunday 7th April at St Mary’s Church at 3.00pm. This is a chance to
come to hear a review and reports of what has taken place during the last year, together
with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask questions.
At the meeting elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) take place. Nominations
for PCC members will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the
two Sundays prior to the meeting. Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a
person who is on the Electoral Roll of the parish and they should also be asked if they are
willing to stand!
The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 3.00pm, is a short meeting to elect
Churchwardens: two for St Mary’s and two for St Nicolas’. Candidates must be nominated
and seconded before the meeting begins and nomination lists will also be displayed on the
notice boards of both churches. Anyone who lives within the parish or who is on the
church electoral roll may attend and vote at this meeting.
Stella Caney, PCC Secretary

Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra Spring Concert
Sunday 7th April - 3.00pm - Pittville Pump Room
Please join the orchestra for an afternoon of lively and exciting music from Spain and Latin
America, featuring Rodrigo’s much loved guitar concerto, great tunes and foot-tapping
rhythms.
Rodrigo:
Copland:
Piazzolla:
Ginastera:

Concierto de Aranjuez Solo Guitar Chris Roberts
El Salon Mexico and Danzon Cubano
Sinfonia Buenos Aires
4 dances from Estancia

We look forward to welcoming you.
Tickets £12, students £6, Under 16 free, available from Cheltenham Town Hall Box Office
The Wilson Tourist Office, or online at http://www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk or at the
door

Advanced notice – there will be no Easter Sunday (21st April)
service at Prestbury URC
Please note there will not be a service at Prestbury URC on Easter Sunday as the
congregation will be joining our friends at St Andrews where Maz Allen is returning to run
the service. Everyone is very welcome to join us at St Andrews for this celebration of
Easter.
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Reminiscences of a Beekeeper
A talk by Roger Eldridge at 4 pm on
Wednesday, 1 May, in the Library,
Prestbury
ADMISSION FREE. ALL WELCOME.
TEA AND CAKE AVAILABLE
Roger Eldridge was formerly President of the
Gloucestershire Association of Beekeepers and is
an expert on the subject of bees and beekeeping.
Presented by the Friends of St Mary’s, Prestbury

Prestbury URC May Fayre & Coffee Morning –
Saturday 4th May from 10.30 until Noon
Our May coffee morning will take place on Saturday 4th May from 10.30 till Noon and will
be our May Fayre. There will be the usual raffle, tombola, books, plants etc, a selection of
cakes for sale as well as the toasted teacakes!

PLANT SALE AT ST NICOLAS’ CHURCH
Our annual plant sale will take place on Saturday 11th May 2019 at 2 pm in the church
hall or outside in the car park if the weather permits.
Please put the date in your diary and come and buy our plants at really good prices. Also do
think about donating some of your own plants for us to sell. During the next few weeks as
the weather warms up, you will have a great opportunity to start potting up plants that you
are planning to divide and sowing annual seeds of flowers and vegetables. All plants will be
gratefully received on the day and as usual tea and cake will be available.

Quiz, St Mary Magdalene fund raising
Saturday 11 May, 7.00pm for 7.30, Village Hall, Uckington GL51 9SR
Quiz Night - back by popular demand!! Come as part of a Quiz Team or form one on the
night (6 max). Snacks. Raffle. Bar. Prize for the Winning Team. An evening like no other.
Entry – £5.
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Tewkesbury Choral Society
www.tewkesburychoral.org.uk

Chamelion Arts Orchestra
Directed by John Holloway

Choral music by Handel

Messiah Parts Two and Three
My heart is inditing
O praise the Lord with one consent
Alexandra Stevenson: Soprano, Timothy Clifford-Hill: Counter-Tenor
Matthew Spillett: Tenor, Jamie Hall: Bass-Baritone

Saturday 11th May 7.30pm Tewkesbury Abbey
Tickets (unreserved) £15 from Society members, the Abbey Shop 01684 856148, on the door,
and on line at www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s Accompanied school children free

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S PRESENT

GARDENERS’ QUESTIONS
At 7 pm on Saturday, 18 May, in Prestbury Hall
The following have kindly agreed to be on the panel: Helen Purdon, Yvonne Gregory and
Tony Belisario
Please
submit
questions
duncan@duncanforbes.com
or phone him on 01242 256014.

to

As well as drinks and snacks, we
hope to have a bring-and-buy stall.
Please bring plants, gardening books
and implements, with prices clearly
labelled.
ADMISSION FREE.
DONATIONS WELCOME.
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Prestbury URC June Coffee Morning – Saturday 1st June from
10.30 until Noon
Our June coffee morning will take place on Saturday 1st June from 10.30 till Noon. There
will be the usual raffle, books etc. and of course, the toasted teacakes! You can be sure of a
warm welcome, so please join us if you are able to do so.

Musical Evening, St Mary Magdalene fund raising
Sunday 9 June, 7.00pm, St Mary Magdalene Church GL51 9TJ
Two performances in one evening. The Go Vocal choir and Spa-keleles ensemble. Music
for all tastes – old & new; country, rock & pop. Ticket for entry £10 (inc. wine & cheese
during the interval) - please contact Shelagh Holder, 01242 680952 to reserve.

Prestbury Open Gardens
22 / 23 June 2019 Prestbury Open Gardens returns this year with some gardens you have
not seen before so please save the date - Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 June, 2 to 5.
David Lyle
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April 2019 Diary
Mon
Tue

Wed
Fri
SUN

Mon
Tue
Wed
Fri
Sat

1 1330
2
0930
1200
1430
3 1900
5 1200
1930
7 0930
1200
1500
8 1900
9 1200
10 1900
12 1200
13 1030
1230

SUN 14 0800
0900
0930
0930
1015
1015
1100
1000
1015
1000
1015
1200
1045
Mon 15 1930
Tue 16 1000
1530
1900
1930
Wed 17 1430
1800

Swindon Village Early Years visit to church
NO COFFEE DROP IN AT ST MARY’S
St Mary’s Junior School Easter Service
Lent Lunch
St Mary’s Infant School Easter Service
Lent Course - The Mystery of God
Lent Lunches
Quarter Peal by visiting bellringers
Eucharist with Healing Service
Elmstone Hardwicke APCM
Prestbury APCM
Swindon Village APCM
Lent Lunch
Lent Course - The Mystery of God
Lent Lunches
Coffee Morning
Wedding of Harry Raybould and Catherine
Drum
Said Eucharist, Blessing of the Palms
Procession to St Nicolas from Wymans Brook
Sung Eucharist for Palm Sunday
Celebrate! Plus procession to Capel Court
Procession from St Mary’s to chemist and to
URC
Gospel reading and second hymn, procession
back to St Mary’s
Sung Eucharist for Palm Sunday
Procession from CTFC Training Ground
Holy Communion for Palm Sunday
Procession from Berkhampstead Day Nursery
Sung Mass for Palm Sunday
All Saints’ APCM
Holy Communion for Palm Sunday
Stations of the Cross
Said Eucharist
Stations of the Cross for Children
Said Holy Communion
Stations of the Cross
Welcome on Wednesday
Eucharist and Stations of the Cross
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St Lawrence
St Mary
St Mary Magdalene
St Mary
St Nicolas
St Lawrence
St Mary
St Nicolas
St Mary Magdalene
St Mary
St Lawrence
St Mary Magdalene
St Nicolas
St Lawrence
Swindon Village Hall
St Mary
St Mary
St Nicolas
St Mary
St Mary
Prestbury URC
St Mary
CTFC Training Ground
St Lawrence
All Saints
All Saints
St Mary Magdalene
St Nicolas
St Nicolas
St Mary
St Lawrence
All Saints
St Nicolas
St Mary
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Thu

18 1030
1100
1900
1930
2100
2100

Fri

19

20

2100
SUN 21 0500
0530
0800
0930
0930
1030
1030
1045
1100
1600
1830
1830
1830
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

22
23
24
25
26
27

Service of the Word
St Mary
Chrism Service
Gloucester Cathedral
Seder Meal
Gas Green Baptist Church
Team Sung Eucharist and Watch for Maundy St Mary
Thursday
Watch at Altar of Repose
St Nicolas
Watch at Altar of Repose
All Saints
BANK HOLIDAY - TEAM OFFICE CLOSED

1030
1030
1030
1030
1200
Sat

April - May 2019

Service at the Cross
Celebrate! All-age service
Good Friday reflection
The Journey to the Cross
Good Friday Meditation
NO TEAM SURGERY
NO 0930 EUCHARIST AT ST MARY’S
Paschal Liturgy and First Eucharist
Dawn Celtic Communion
Vigil Mass at Dawn
NO 0800 SERVICE AT ALL SAINTS
Said Eucharist for Easter Day
Celebrate! Communion for Easter Day
Sung Eucharist for Easter Day
Together at the Table for Easter Day
Sung Mass for Easter Day
All Age Eucharist for Easter Day
Sung Eucharist for Easter Day
Eucharist at Bay Tree
Evensong
Evensong
Choral Evensong and Benediction

St Mary Magdalene
St Mary
St Nicolas
All Saints
St Lawrence

St Nicolas
Cleeve Hill
All Saints
St Mary
St Mary
St Nicolas
St Lawrence
All Saints
St Mary Magdalene
St Mary
Bay Tree
St Lawrence
St Mary
All Saints

BANK HOLIDAY - TEAM OFFICE CLOSED

1000-1600
1000-1600
1000-1600
1000-1600
1000-1600
1900

SUN 28
Mon 29 1000-1200

Christian Arts Festival
Christian Arts Festival
Christian Arts Festival
Christian Arts Festival
Christian Arts Festival
Taize service (Christian Arts Festival)

St Nicolas
St Nicolas
St Nicolas
St Nicolas
St Nicolas
St Nicolas

Monday Club

Uckington Village Hall
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May 2019 Diary
Fri
3
SUN 5
Mon
6
Sat
11 1330

SUN 12

Wed 15
Fri
17
SUN 19
Mon
Tue
Sat
SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

20
21
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Team Pilgrimage to Walsingham
BANK HOLIDAY - TEAM OFFICE CLOSED

Wedding of Daniel Johnson and Helena
Norrgren
1400
Plant Sale
1930
Quiz
1030
150th Anniversary service with Bishop
Jonathan and Bishop Rachel
1100
Commemoration for the life of Major Arthur
Inglis at the Eucharist and afterwards at the
graveside
1430
Welcome on Wednesday
1330
Wedding of Matthew Parkinson and Phoebe
Bolton
1100
Baptism of Harry Banwell during the Eucharist
1430
Baptism of Amelia Cooke
1000-1200 Monday Club
1930
LMT Meeting
1200
Wedding of Joshua Thompson and Jade Hands

St Mary
St Nicolas Hall
Uckington Village Hall
All Saints
St Mary
St Nicolas
St Mary
St Mary
St Mary
Uckington Village Hall
St Nicolas
St Lawrence

BANK HOLIDAY - TEAM OFFICE CLOSED
TEAM OFFICE CLOSED DUE TO ANNUAL LEAVE
TEAM OFFICE CLOSED DUE TO ANNUAL LEAVE
TEAM OFFICE CLOSED DUE TO ANNUAL LEAVE
TEAM OFFICE CLOSED DUE TO ANNUAL LEAVE

Regular Weekly Events
Mondays 1000-1130
Tuesdays 1030-1200
1030-1200
Fridays
1000-1200

Urchins Toddler Group (in term time)
Coffee Drop In
Chatterbox
Prestbury Friday Circle
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URC, Deep Street
St Mary
St Lawrence
URC, Deep Street
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April 2019 Calendar
SUNDAY

From the Registers
Prestbury

7 5th Sunday of Lent

SUNDAY

14 Palm Sunday

Monday

15 Monday of Holy Week

Tuesday

16 Tuesday of Holy Week

Wednesday

17 Wednesday of Holy Week

Thursday

18 MAUNDY THURSDAY

Friday

19 GOOD FRIDAY

SUNDAY

21 EASTER DAY

SUNDAY

28 2nd Sunday of Easter

May 2019 Calendar
SUNDAY

5 3rd Sunday of Easter
Godparent Sunday

Baptisms
February 16 Annabel Rose Holcombe
17 Bradley Duroe-Richards
Joseph Duroe-Richards

Funerals at Crematorium
February

8 Irene Banks
18 Beryl May Alice Goodwin

Funerals at St Mary
February 22 John Slatter
23 Diana Newcombe

Funeral at St Nicolas
February 27 Ron Behenna

Burials of ashes
February 18 Diana Newcombe

SUNDAY

12 4th Sunday of Easter

SUNDAY

19 5th Sunday of Easter

Elmstone Hardwicke

SUNDAY

26 6th Sunday of Easter

Funeral

Thursday

30 Ascension Day

February 14 Victor Mockford

Swindon Village
Funeral
February 12 Doreen Willett

Burial of ashes
February 26 Doreen Willett
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES
St Mary, Prestbury
Sunday

08.00
09.30
11.00
1st Sunday
18.30
2nd Sunday
18.30
Other Sundays 18.30
Monday
09.00
Wednesday
09.00
18.00
Thursday
10.30
Saturday
09.30

St Nicolas, Prestbury
Sunday
Tuesday
All Saints
Sunday

Last Sunday
Thursday

Said Eucharist
Celebrate! All-age worship
Sung Eucharist
Evening Prayer held in Chapel at Capel Court
Benediction in St Mary
Evening Prayer in St Mary
Morning Prayer (excluding Bank Holidays)
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist

09.30
09.00
10.00

Sung Eucharist
Morning Prayer
Said Eucharist

08.00
10.30
18.30
18.30
09.00
11.15

Said Mass
Sung Mass
Choral Evensong
Choral Evensong with Benediction
Morning Prayer
Said Mass

St Lawrence, Swindon Village
1st Sunday
10.30
18.30
2nd & 4th
09.15
18.30
3rd Sunday
10.30
18.30
5th Sunday
09.15
18.30

Together @ Ten Thirty (all-age service)
Sung Holy Communion
BCP Holy Communion
Evensong
Together @ The Table (family communion)
Evensong
Holy Communion
Songs of Praise
Next is on 30 June 2019
(alternates with St Mary Magdalene)

St Mary Magdalene, Elmstone Hardwicke
1st,2nd,3rd & 4th 10.45 Holy Communion
5th Sunday either 10.45 Holy Communion
or
18.30 Songs of Praise

Next is on 29 September 2019
(alternates with St Lawrence. On the Sundays we
host Songs of Praise, there is no Morning Service)
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Blessings
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. (Matthew 5:3-9)

T

HESE ARE MOST of the blessings Jesus spoke of during what is
called ‘The Sermon on the Mount’, so well known, but still remain as
guidance for all of us who try to lead a life which is more prayerful
and contemplative.

I’m writing this as we begin Lent, forty days, in which to put aside time to contemplate,
study and deny ourselves, perhaps, some of the ‘luxuries’ we generally take for granted. As
someone from the Episcopal Mission of St Clare writes, “Lent is the opportunity to change what
we ought to change but have not... Lent is the time to let life in again, to rebuild the worlds
we’ve allowed to go sterile, to fast and weep and mourn for the good things we’ve foregone”.
As a few people know, for several months each year, I become what is known as a ‘live
aboard’ or yachtie. With my husband, we live on our boat and travel from island to island in
the Caribbean, sometimes spending time in out-of-the-way places, meeting local people, and
hearing from them what life is like for them. Their way of life which is so remote from the
lifestyle we are used to, is a reminder that so much in ours is superfluous and almost
unnecessary. Our life is cut back to basics, with limited space and a chance to really see God’s
creation in all its glory: spectacular sunsets and sunrises, huge expanses of emptiness, angry
squalls, big waves, and so much life everywhere! But more than that, it’s learning to listen to
other people and to relate to their needs and daily struggles, which are so different from ours.
Occasionally we have the opportunity to provide actual help to different communities, using
our resources to rebuild lives and homes that have been destroyed by natural disasters.
What is most outstanding in this is the fact that no one grumbles about their hardships, there
just isn’t time to waste on feeling sorry for themselves, instead they in turn offer assistance to
any who need it, those worse off than they are.
‘Perhaps we need to recapture some sense of commitment to a journey. Possibly modern
Christianity has become too static, ... too much involved in building and planting roots to
enjoy the full sense of a journey.... We do not know, and cannot know the details of the
journey that lies ahead of us, but we can and do know who is leading the way.’ (From ‘What’s
in a Word’ by David Winter.)

May your journey through Lent bring you new revelation, culminating in a gloriously blessed
Easter.
Liz Greenhow
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Parish Directory continued
St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools
Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher
Junior School:
Infant School:

244387
244054

Hall Letting
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane

239590

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane

244373

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net

Prestbury Parish Magazine is published on the last Sunday of the month.
The deadline for copy is the Sunday 2 weeks before this.
Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’
2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN
or by email to magazine@prestbury.net

June Magazine Deadline: 12 May 2019

Future Theme:

June

Modern Life
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