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This is the day that the Lord has made.  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.      Ps 118:24 

Such a familiar verse, even though I did have to look up which psalm it came from. It’s a call 

and response that has formed part of my mental furniture for many years, and I’ve taken it 

as offering uplift, comfort, affirmation, a reassurance that God is good. And so it is. But like 

so many bible verses, when I look at it carefully it isn’t quite as much of a warm blanket as I 

thought. Returning to it recently, I’ve heard it in a new way – as if it’s being said through 

gritted teeth. This is the day the Lord has made, and whatever it may bring there will be 

things in it in which we can - must - rejoice and be glad. 

It’s really hard to imagine how I would do that if I lived in Beirut, or a fire-ravaged town in 

California, or in the Gaza Strip, but one of the things we have learnt here in the UK in this 

extraordinary year (and it’s not over yet….) is how to find blessing in darkness – in a 

socially distanced cup of tea in your front garden, in the kindness of neighbours we hardly 

knew, in a phone call, in the love of our families felt even at a distance (though nothing 

beats a hug), in the freshness and beauty of our hills and fields. And, over the summer, in 

being able to meet friends again, to come back to church and worship together, to go to 

the pub afterwards, even to go on holiday again. All of these things have given a pleasure 

that has been heightened by the recognition of how fragile was the life the we took for 

granted, and more recently by the knowledge that the second wave of Covid-19 is 

approaching and, as I write, may even be here.  

We don’t yet know what new restrictions this will bring, and there is a pervasive sense of 

anxiety and uncertainty around. More than ever we need to trust that we are in God’s care, 

that Christ is alongside us and knows what it feels like to be us in every situation we may 

face, in disaster and grief, in greyness and depression, in ordinariness and in joy. I read 

recently a suggestion that in the original Hebrew the first line of our verse – This is the day 

that the Lord has made – is only two words: Today, God. I’m not a Hebrew scholar, and 

abit of googling casts doubt on this – it seems more like “This day… Yahweh… made” - but 

I feel as if I’ve been given a gift all the same: Today, God. This stripped down statement of 

faith could well be a mantra to take with us into the next phase of lockdown, circuit breaking, 

whatever it may be. Today, God, and in that alone there can be rejoicing and gladness. 

It would be good to have a way of sharing, in Prestbury and across the team, the bible 

verses that have particularly helped us so far this year. The words that you have been 

relying on might suddenly flare into new light for someone else, as those two words 

Today, God (though not strictly speaking a bible verse at all….) did for me. If you would 

like to offer “your” verse for a compilation, please email it to me at 

mary.bowden@northchelt.org.uk – and if you have a picture or image that goes with it, so 

much the better. 

And to start us off, here is a verse I’ve been relying on for a long time, and increasingly in 

the isolation and uncertainty of this very strange year. 

“…though the mountains are shaken and the hills are removed, my unfailing love for you will never 

be shaken, nor my covenant of peace removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on you. 

Isaiah 54.10                    

Revd Mary  

mailto:mary.bowden@northchelt.org.uk
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Priorities 

 

We’ve been denied our pleasures, though I know this had to be, 

But governmental measures have forgotten you and me. 

As activities forbidden start to open up once more, 

I can’t believe the things some people have been waiting for. 

 

You can keep your tattoo parlours and you can keep your gym. 

I don’t yearn for night clubs; I don’t have the urge to swim. 

Massages and eyebrow threading, having lashes curled, 

Is that really where we’re heading in this new post-Covid world? 

 

Chiropodists and hair salons may be for some a treat, 

But just let me do my own hair - and never mind my feet! 

The thrill of rides in theme parks is not what I would choose, 

Nor am I overjoyed to find they’ve opened up the zoos. 

 

They’ve offered me so many things that I can do without, 

But the one thing I miss most of all has somehow got missed out. 

We singers have been patient, watching other people cheer, 

As they’re allowed to laugh with friends in pubs while drinking beer. 

 

I cannot comprehend it. Could it be so very bad 

To let us share the fun that all the beer-drinkers have had? 

We only want to sing with friends, so what could be the dangers 

Compared with pubs or restaurants in the company of strangers. 

 

I cannot be the only one who’s sung in many choirs, 

With all the joy, the friendship and well-being that inspires. 

Not just for me, but for all singers who are suffering, 

To you I plead, O Boris, please, can’t you just LET US SING? 

 

Jill Smith 
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CREDIT WHERE IT’S DUE 

 

The Dustbin Men  Beryl Cook (c.1987) 

 

Remember standing at the roadside at 8 pm on a Thursday evening and clapping the key-

workers? It already seems a long time ago that we were showing such overt weekly 

appreciation for those doing vital jobs in a time of crisis. But lockdown which appears to be 

continuing in various revised forms has also been a time to take stock and re-evaluate 

priorities. 

Mighty thanks then to those in the medical world who have worked to help all those 

suffering and afflicted during the time of coronavirus. Critics may say that it has become the 

National Covid Service but what were the alternatives? Praise also be to all those kind and 

positive carers who have looked after the frail, elderly, vulnerable and demented in care 

homes and elsewhere.  

Then there are all those key-workers who have kept the essential services going. I may 

have a current beef with Severn Trent Water about the rocking manhole cover outside 

Rowlands the Chemist, but the water supply and waste disposal have continued effectively 

during lockdown. In addition, that most vital of public services, the collection from refuse 

bins, has continued uninterrupted, although it must be one of least glamorous and most 

unhygienic of jobs. Green refuse bins smelling of garbage. Food caddies full of rotting food 

oddments. Et cetera.  

It is rarely the highly-paid who turn out to be vital in a crisis and I hope that such key-

workers have earned renewed respect for their valuable work. Similarly, I hope that those 

who have tried to teach their own children during lockdown have gained a fresh respect for 

teachers and all those who look after and educate the nation’s young. 

Though the service has been depleted through illness, the Royal Mail and its usually cheerful 

post-people have continued to collect and deliver the post. They must have provided a 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/The-Dustbin-Men-Beryl-Cook-Silkscreen-L-E-Print-/310180579291&psig=AOvVaw3MI-8ZHoSM1xUN4V_mXhON&ust=1599909686158000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLD2upT-4OsCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAL
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lifeline for all those businesses which depend on mail orders. Likewise, there are all those 

speedy couriers who have been leaving packages at or near the door, mercifully no longer 

asking one to sign with a black plastic stylus on an electronic pad where the signature looks 

like a drunken squiggle. Hermes may have become the god of throwing parcels but so often 

now items arrive intact and dry.   

But what we really need above all, beyond jigsaws and jumpers, irises and ink cartridges, are 

not fripperies but essential supplies and the shops and their supply chains have done 

wonders to provide the necessities of life. Steak, red wine, beer and sausages. No, I mean 

food of all kinds and domestic products. So, many thanks must go to Jo and Ray Wheldon, 

the new proprietors of Prestbury Stores and their cheerful team, consisting of Karen, Sally 

and others. The shop has been kept full and busy from March onwards, when boxes of 

groceries were kindly packed and delivered, and we are most grateful for all their excellent 

services at a risky time when so much else was disrupted.  

Further along the High Street, there is of course the wonderful Waghornes where Nigel, 

Nick, Kelly & Co quickly adapted to the new conditions and provided a brilliant online 

service with free delivery within a certain radius. Now people on the other side of town 

are singing to me the praises of Waghornes.  Congratulations on all the hard work and 

success. They have shown what can be achieved by adaptability and working over the 

internet in times of adversity. 

And so it goes on. Looking back, it is easy to level criticisms at those in charge and indeed I 

do. With hindsight, for instance, it seems to have been a Covid folly to allow the 

Cheltenham races to go ahead in March and no wonder there was then a spike in infections 

in this GL52 postcode. But if I had been training for the event all year, as a human rather 

than a horse, I would have wanted the festival to go ahead regardless. 

Nevertheless, despite all the governmental bungling and wrangling over Covid, it is worth 

seeing how much unselfish and vital work has gone on in these difficult and uncertain times. 

As for paying the public bills, well, I’ll leave that to the economists, politicians and those 

who claim to manage the National Debt. There are social debts of other kinds which I 

prefer to repay with overdue thanks.  

Duncan Forbes 

 

 

  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Influent-UK-workers-sticker-Sticker/dp/B087CCB1CY&psig=AOvVaw3H5LauAG7EUyCZstKhhRzW&ust=1599933842386000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJi_jZbY4esCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI
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The twilight world of post-lockdown 

 “The path to paradise begins in hell.” 

Dante Alighieri, The Divine comedy (1320) 

We are travelling through an unknown land it seems, much like Dante’s imagination of the 

journey of the soul.  We have been in one version of Hell, or ‘lockdown’ as it was called; a 

place of social distancing, where we spent a lot of time standing in queues outside 

supermarkets and staring at the empty shelves inside because self-preservation produced an 

over-riding need in some individuals to stockpile some of the certain ‘bare necessities of 

life’.  So, you ended up buying stuff you did not really want and then taking it home and 

staying indoors until allowed out for the exercise hour – a bit like an open prison really – 

you could see the natural world but not really enjoy it, you could see people but not 

properly engage with them.   

The post-lockdown world feels a bit 

like how I imagine Purgatory to feel.  

You are not quite sure where you 

are, or what is going on; you don’t 

know how long you might be there, 

or how you should behave; and, you 

know you are waiting for something, 

but you are not sure what it might 

be.  Our current situation is slightly 

different from Purgatory, however, 

as we know we are waiting for the promised ‘second wave’ of the virus, as opposed to the 

second coming;  waiting to see how our daily lives will be further restricted and confined. 

We managed to get away to the Orkneys for a week in the post-lockdown period – it was 

like being on a strange journey in a twilit world.  The light was soft and the scenery tranquil, 

the air clear and the islands green, with patches of golden barley almost ready for harvest, 

and purple heather on the higher hills.  The Neolithic stone circles, chambered cairns, and 

settlements, set in a landscape created from ancient sandstones provided a reminder of 

how little time humans have been around and trying to understand their place in the 

universe.  The natural world was unchanged, the sea cliffs noisy with birdlife, the fields full 

of curious cows who followed along the fence line as you walked down the lane, clearly 

wanting to engage and unconcerned about social distancing.  But human life appeared 

sparse, the small towns and villages were empty, with few shops open, the attractions one 

might normally visit were closed, and even finding a café was difficult.  Masks separated 

people thus making communication difficult, and there was a sense that visitors from the 

mainland (who might carry the plague) were unwelcome.  Social life appeared to be on hold 

while people waited anxiously in self-isolation, hoping it would all go away.   

To a certain extent the post-lockdown world does not seem to be much better than full 

lockdown.  Self-isolation, shielding, and anxiety levels are still high, and our social lives are 

severely constrained.  This might lead one to question whether we have created a hell on 

earth, where each person is alone, contact is not allowed, where some are not allowed to 

be touched, to love or be loved, and where strangers, neighbours, colleagues, and 

acquaintances, all treat each other with deep suspicion.  For some people in our society this 
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environment may not be much different than the period prior to the pandemic, empty 

shelves in a supermarket, for example, are a minor inconvenience compared to the daily 

struggle of those in poverty in many parts of the world.  But now that we are all 

immediately involved, more eyes have hopefully been opened.   

Living under such conditions, heaven becomes more difficult to imagine.  We can look back 

at our lives before the Covid-19 virus appeared and think how wonderful it must be to be 

able to walk and travel unconstrained, to socialise and visit friends and family without 

controls, although the period was not without its problems, and the seeds of coming 

disaster were apparent.  Climate change, our unchecked demands on the natural world, 

exponential growth in consumption of resources, pollution, an obsession with economic 

growth, and rising inequality forcing many people into low wage and insecure jobs was not 

exactly a recipe that could create a paradise on earth – for anyone.   

Our current period in Purgatory has given us an opportunity to think about what we might 

do next.  We could go in one of two directions – continue on the same trajectory of the 

last 200 years and destroy the natural world on which we depend, creating a hell like no 

one has ever seen.  Or, we could work out how to alter the mechanisms in such a way that 

they will reverse some of the processes we have started, and move us along the road to 

some form of ‘paradise’ here on the planet.  The latter option is the one I would prefer.  

This period of Purgatory, which people have started calling ‘the new normal’ may last a 

while longer, but there is nothing normal about it and we need to find a way out because it 

is damaging what lies at the core of humanity.  Post-lockdown life is just a slow journey to a 

hell on earth that will keep coming around in the form of conflicting restrictions as we try 

to balance human against economic health in the wider context of declining social order.  

Heaven is in the other direction, and is to be found in the belief that we can make a better 

world, through the creation of opportunity, of hope, and the freedom to love and be loved.   

John Powell 

“Heaven is under our feet as well as over our heads.” 

Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn colour at Walden Pond, 

Massachusetts, USA 
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Our Annual Meetings  

St Nicolas Church – Wednesday 23 September 2020 

 

It must have been the rain that added a new meaning to streaming but our annual meetings  

were being streamed live from St Nicolas church.  The picture above, showing Fr Nick and 

Stella Caney socially distanced, is captured from the stream. 

At the Annual Meeting of Parishioners all four of our churchwardens were re-elected 

unopposed.  In answer to a question their term is likely to be until next spring. 

In the Annual Parochial Church Meeting the Electoral Roll Officer, Matthew Wilson, 

informed the meeting there are 341 names on the Electoral Roll of the Parish, an increase 

of 18 since the APCM of 2019.  76% worship at St Mary, and 24% at St Nicolas.  78% reside 

within the parish and 22% come from beyond the boundaries. 

Janet Ford and Janet Waters, both of St Nicolas, were elected for a 3-year term as Deanery 

Synod Representatives.  No one was nominated from St Mary. 

Geoff North from St Nicolas was elected to the PCC and Gill Cartwright from St Mary was 

re-elected. 

To keep the meeting flowing and brief the sidesmen were re-elected en bloc. 

 

As I write, the meetings are available to watch on our YouTube channel. The stream, 

including introductory prayers, lasts some 36 minutes.  Go to www.youtube.com and search 

for ‘North Cheltenham Team Ministry’.  You will find several recent services listed and if 

you are persistent you will find ‘Prestbury Parish APCM’. 

Brian Wood  
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Generation renewal – change is going to come     
  

We played ‘chicken’ in the street when I was a lad,  

crashed a few cars and went looking for a fight  

any of which could have ended badly,  

but after the pub,  

that’s what you did on a Saturday night.   

We’re the survivors, the arrivers, 

we made it to sixty despite the near misses,  

plenty of mistakes, and serious surgery.   

Lost some good friends along the way,  

not everyone makes it. 
 

Finished school and stepped right into a steady job,  

but it didn’t last long and had to sign on the dole  

when the turndown came.  Economic stress is  

bad for your health,  

and puts you in a hole you can’t climb out of. 

There were plenty of years struggling together  

full of quarrels over lack of money and sacrifice, 

taking whatever was on offer to make it through  

to the next pay packet. 

You can’t give up with a family to feed, 

and being unemployed is the job no-one ever needs. 
 

Looking forward the picture’s grim with mass lay-offs,  

viral threats, climate change, and species extinction,  

and there’s not much attraction  

in picking up a pension, with body parts failing,  

worn-out muscles and eyesight fading.   

With the NHS is on its knees it’s a battle to access 

the basic service,  

and we’re now seen as part of the problem.   

It feels like we’re stuck with a one-way ticket, 

waiting for a train that’s supposed to come,  

but we don’t know when, or even which platform.   

It really makes you wonder, is it all worth it? 
 

What’s the point of all these concessions?  

They give out a bus pass to get you down to the High Street  

but there’s not much left except charity shops, 

fast food joints, and boarded-up store-fronts,  

and despite opposition they shut down the library, 

community centre, and the local surgery. 

Now they want to keep us doped-up and quiet 

on free prescriptions and a TV licence.  Free! 

Free at last to watch the soaps and rant at the newscasts.  
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Three score years gives you a lot to say  

but who’s going to listen?   

The young generation are wrapped-up in headsets  

getting everything filtered through algorithms.   

They’d rather ask Google for answers  

than some old codger who’s got the lived experience;  

and they don’t want to hear what you did in the past  

because it happened on a planet they can never know.   
 

Seduced by sirens circling around on social media  

people seem to think that life is now different.   

But nothing’s changed, the corruption’s still there,  

only better hidden, while those with the money  

are feeding your fears, doing what they’ve always done,  

seeding distrust to divide and weaken,  

while claiming we are in this together – all one nation!  

The liars.  As soon as the voting is done you’ll 

get passed over, and you won’t feel the effect  

of the unchecked content until you’ve been sucked  

all the way under.  By then the status quo  

will have only got stronger,  

yet that’s precisely what we need to overthrow.   
 

The future’s uncertain and we’re getting older,  

but don’t be too quick to dismiss all the grey-haired 

folk.  We didn’t make it this far just to end our days  

slouched on a sofa watching that train gently  

pulling us across a high-definition screen  

screwed to the wall of the living room.   

When the government’s bent on breaking the law 

and the whole economic system needs to be sorted 

then to go down fighting is the only way. 

So, here’s a tip we picked up along the way: 

technology may be smart but it doesn’t solve problems,   

and nothing will change unless we get bolder.  

Going it alone will only bring disaster, we need   

to work together, reaching out across the generations  

if we’re going to succeed,  

in creating a new world order.   
 

by John Powell 
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The Church Bell 

A jogger overtook me as I was coming to church one morning, she said, ‘Are you going to 

church?’   ‘Yes.’  ‘I always like to hear the bell,’ she said, and jogged on. 

I had the feeling that she liked to know there were people in church on a Sunday!  A bit like 

the pub sign of the Five Alls, still to be seen in the Bath Road.  It shows a row of important 

figures who act for the whole of society.  In my memory there was the king, ‘I rule for all’, 

the soldier, ‘I fight for all’, the vicar, ‘I pray for all’, and so on. There is a smart new sign 

now and the vicar has become a bishop.  But whether it is a bishop or a vicar with us in 

church, we do still pray for all - joggers included - every Sunday morning. 

Beryl Elliott 

 

 

 

Helen, William, Jane and Charles Hazlewood  

on the occasion of William’s consecration as  

Bishop of Lewes at Lambeth Palace Chapel in mid-July 2020 

Picture submitted by Colin Holman  
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Revd TOM COOK’S ORDINATION 
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The Revd Tom Cook was ordained priest on Sunday 20 September 2020 by Bishop Rachel 

in Gloucester Cathedral.  Father Nick also attended as his Training Incumbent. 

Fr Tom is expected to serve his curacy in the North Cheltenham Team Ministry until 2022. 
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Hatchments, Part Two 

Last month’s article on Hatchments made readers aware of the six main Heraldic categories 

under which a Hatchment can be created. That is only the start for within each category 

there are ways of describing, for example, a peer of the realm, a bishop, a second marriage 

and the death of the final member of that line. Strict rules regulate Heraldry, but that is not 

to be covered here. Those interested could follow up its many topics, such as that relating 

to colour, and the language used in describing them! Did you know that red, blue, green 

and yellow are gules, azure, vert and or? Also above the shield is usually a helmet, but there 

are various types placed in different positions; each gives the viewer a piece of information 

about the deceased. Perhaps this is best learnt in the winter months, with a note-book! 

I have inserted some hatchments, all from our county, with a description of their contents. 

Most contain a motto or quotation; the most frequently used being Resurgam = I will rise. 

Nec Aspera Terrent = Difficulties be Damned Post Nubila Phoebus = After the clouds, the sun 

Virtute et Fide = By Virtue and Faith   Fortitudine Et Prudentia = Courage and Prudence 

Mors Janua Vitae = Death is the gate to Life  Veritas Liberavit = The Truth will set you Free 

Post Funera Virtus = After the Funeral   Vigila Et Ora = Watch and Pray 

Regi Semper Fids = Always Faithful to the King  In Coelo Quies = There is Rest in Heaven 

Yet In My Flesh Shall I See God    Manners Makyth Man 

There are several thousand hatchments throughout England and Wales, but only about fifty 

in Scotland. Over 500 hatchments are distributed throughout the West Country, with great 

variations in their allocation. Cornwall has about 30, Devon about 80, Dorset about 70, 

Somerset and Gloucestershire about 100 each and Wiltshire, with the most, at around 

about 150. Nearly one half of hatchments in this county mark the death of a husband.  

This Gloucestershire hatchment, in Didbrook church, commemorates the death of an 

unknown husband. The dexter half (right) of the hatchment is black, and the dexter side of 

the shield is quartered; looking at this;  

In the first and fourth quarter is a silver 

band with three black stars, each drawn 

from five straight lines (molet, mullet) 

placed between the heads of 3 elephants. 

In the shield’s second and third quarter 

is a black escallop shell (used by pilgrims) 

positioned between a narrow red band, 

which runs diagonally. 

For the lady’s half of the hatchment (left) 

there is a bright blue (azure) band with a 

silver saltire (diagonal cross of St 

Andrew) between a black bull’s head, at 

the top, and a black one-masted galley, 

with three oars, at the bottom, probably 

it should be called a lymphad. 
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In general above many shields is a (helm) helmet, which has a covering (mantling) of red 

(gules) and silver (argent). The positioning of this helmet denotes the rank of the deceased; 

For Didbrook, above, it is shown in profile rather than in full face, and with a closed visor 

rather than an open one; denoting the rank of a gentleman. Fixed onto the helmet is the 

crest, in this hatchment it is a silver elephant’s head. 

There appears to be no supporters to this Coat of Arms, either at the base or sides. 

Perhaps most people are familiar with the lion and unicorn, which support the Royal Arms. 

Instead it is a repetition of the mantling at the top, bordered by a pair of winged cherubs. 

At the base of this hatchment is shown a skull, (sometimes a winged skull was used) which 

denoted that the deceased was the last of the line; it is always sad when there are no more 

descendants, and the line dies out.  

Finally, at the bottom here, invariably appears the family motto, usually in Latin. It is In coelo 

quies, which translates as There is rest in Heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tredington and Dowdeswell, Glos 

Hatchments to (L) a widow (R) an unmarried woman 

On the left is the hatchment to Elizabeth Goodlake, a widow who died in 1843, hence the 

shield is all-black. She was the only daughter of William Surnam. Her lozenge is surmounted 

by an escallop shell, as mentioned earlier. On the dexter side are the Arms of her husband, 

a gold crescent above a rampant lion with a gold head on an azure background, the lower 

part has the colours reversed. The widow has a rampant lion on a gold background, with 

three holly leaves, and at the top another gold crescent with a label denoting first-born.  

The right-hand hatchment is probably to Hester Rogers; there are many unknown and 

unclaimed hatchments around. Hester succeeded to the Dowdeswell Estates on the death 

of her uncle Edward, and died, unmarried, on 1 April 1846. At the top of the hatchment, 

which you can see is located amid the rafters, is a cherub’s head, hidden by the beams. The 

upper part of the lozenge shows a gold fleur-de-lys on a red background, and below this the 

remainder has a black star (drawn from five straight lines, as at Didbrook) on a silver 

background. The motto reads Vigila et Ora, which translates as Watch and Pray.  

Edward Wyatt  
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The precarious state of our children’s well-being  

 

We have just published the ninth annual Good Childhood Report. The 

Good Childhood Report is our state of the nation report on the subjective well-being of 

children in the UK. All the data comes from children themselves telling us how they feel 

about the quality of their lives in the country.  

Not only does this year’s report set out the latest trends in children’s well-being, it also 

explores international trends in well-being and the decline in children’s happiness with their 

friends. 

We must recognise the context this year’s report was produced in, with our annual 

household panel survey conducted during the Government imposed lockdown for 

Coronavirus. Whilst we have published separate findings on the well-being of children 

during the Coronavirus pandemic in our Life on Hold Report, we cannot ignore the likely 

impact this will have had on this year’s findings, and on children’s well-being in years to 

come.  

Whilst it’s clear the pandemic has had an effect on children’s well-being, the Good 

Childhood Report 2020 is clear – children’s well-being was already in a precarious state 

before the global pandemic.  

The latest data from Understanding Society (2017/18) shows a significant decrease in 

children’s happiness with their friends, and a significant decline in happiness with appearance 

since 2009/10.  

When the well-being of children in the UK is 

compared to the well-being of children in other 

countries, our findings suggest that children in the UK 

may be faring less well than their counterparts in other 

European countries.  

Compared to 24 other European countries, 15 year 

olds in the UK ranked bottom for the proportion of 

children with high life satisfaction in 2018. When we 

explored possible explanations for this, we found 

strong evidence of a connection across countries 

between fear of failure and life satisfaction.  

So, what needs to change? Young people are telling us what needs to change, and we must 

listen. As we recover from the Coronavirus pandemic, it is now time that we reset how we 

promote, support and respond to children’s well-being. Join us as we call on the 

Government to put children’s well-being at the heart of our national recovery.  

To read the report please go to https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-

do/resources-and-publications/good-childhood-report-2020  

Roseann Thompson  

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/resources-and-publications/good-childhood-report-2020
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/resources-and-publications/good-childhood-report-2020
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They rest in St Mary’s Churchyard 

James Agg was born in 1746, he was the son of William Agg, a Cotswold Stone Mason, 

who had quarries at Didbrook, north of Cheltenham, in which parish James was baptised. It 

is likely that he was trained by his father in the use of stone for buildings.  

In 1777 he was employed as the assistant to Col Henry Watson the Chief Engineer of 

Bengal. Watson was intending to build new docks in India. They set sail in April, on the 

Seahorse from Portsmouth. The new docks in Bengal were never built and after four years 

as a civilian Agg was commissioned in the engineer’s department of the East India 

Company’s Bengal Army. 

During 1784-87 he was responsible for the design and building of St John’s Cathedral in 

Calcutta. Whilst in India he accumulated considerable wealth, probably through local 

trading. 

James returned to England in 1796 with some health problems, but was still in the employ 

of the East India Company. Soon after arrival he purchased “Hewletts Farm” from Thomas 

Bagot. It was listed as 342 acres but subsequently he enlarged it by buying land adjacent to 

his farm. 

On 14th May 1797 he married Edith Gardener in Cheltenham, the daughter of a local 

brewer. In 1799 James petitioned the Directors of the East India Company for permission 

to retire on half pay. Dr Edward Jenner supported his request stating that a return to India 

would be injurious to James’s health. James was clearly well thought of as the Directors 

accepted his request and later offered him the post of Lt Governor of St Helena. He did 

not accept this opportunity but became active as a Commissioner of the Peace and was 

Deputy Lieutenant of Gloucestershire.  

He died in 1827 and was buried in Prestbury by the Rev John Edwards on the 22nd January. 

He has a fine memorial on the west wall of the north chapel of St Mary’s church: 

“Sacred to the Memory of James Agg Esq of Hewletts in this parish many years an active 

Magistrate for this county and formerly Captain of Engineers in the Honourable East-India 

Company’s service who departed this life January 14th 1827, aged 80 years”. 

Edith was living in Cheltenham when she died on 19th September 1851 and is remembered 

on the same marble plaque. 

Tony Noel, Prestbury Local History Society 
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   Prestbury Ride + Stride 2020  Pictures 
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PRESTBURY RIDE + STRIDE 2020 

For our fundraising effort this year we held two sponsored exercise-bike rides, one at 

St Nicolas on 6th September and one at St Mary’s on 13th September. For both occasions 

the weather was perfect for our outdoor rides. We all had so much fun cycling and 

spending time together whilst raising much needed funds for Gloucestershire Historic 

Churches Trust. The trust supports repair/renovation projects on our beautiful churches 

throughout Gloucestershire. 

To add a bit of spice to the proceedings we recorded our mileage on a Prestbury-to-

London-Bridge poster, crossing of each mile as it was achieved and there was definitely a bit 

of healthy competition  to see which church could tot up the most miles. St Nics managed 

44 miles and St Mary’s 56. However, given that St Mary’s were riding for longer it actually 

worked out that both groups were totting up pretty much the same number of miles per 

hour! Well done to everyone for your cheerful participation and thank you so very much 

to all of our generous and vital sponsors. Between us, we raised £359. A great effort all 

round! 

Helen Mann 

 

On the opposite page you can see some of the participants enjoying the ride.  Clockwise 

from top left:  Helen, Gill,  Hazel,  Margaret,  James,  Matt,  Dee  Anthony,   Jill  and  Diane  

 

 

Read Easy Cheltenham and Gloucester - Volunteer Team Leader 

Read Easy Cheltenham and Gloucester supports local adults who want to learn to read by 
providing free one-to-one coaching from trained Volunteer Coaches. The group currently 
has around 30 trained volunteers in the Cheltenham and Gloucester area and its activities 
are planned and overseen by a volunteer Team Leader working with a small Management 
Team. As Management Team Leader you will be responsible for effective direction and 
development of the group, chairing regular management group meetings and ensuring for 
example that there is effective liaison with referral agencies, adequate funding for reading 
resources, ensuring that volunteer Reading Coaches are properly supported and being a 
passionate spokesperson for the group. This role will appeal to people who enjoy managing 
a diverse team of volunteers and, more importantly, to those who want to help transform 
people's lives - which is what Read Easy aims to do by improving adults' employment 
prospects, enabling them to support their children's or grandchildren's reading and, above 
all, by improving their confidence and self-esteem. 

No formal qualifications are required but candidates should ideally have experience of 
managing a diverse team and of planning and monitoring progress against plans.  If you 
would like to apply or would like more information about the role, please contact Kathy 
at candgrecruiter@readeasy.org.uk.   

 Katy McCarthy 

Publicity Manager 

Read Easy Cheltenham and Gloucester  

http://facebook.com/readeasycheltenhamandgloucester
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What’s happening at St Nics? 

We’ve recently taken possession of a ride-on mower to cut the grass at the back of the 

church.  The hope is to save money by cutting the grass by a team of volunteers who are 

expecting this to be lots of fun. 

Those coming to the church will not fail to notice the hedge bordering Swindon Lane has 

been reduced in height to just below one metre.  This was on the advice of the local police 

concerned about illegal activities occurring behind the tall hedge.  At the same time we are 

planning to install CCTV to monitor who comes into the carpark.   This picture shows the 

men at work trimming the hedge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Sunday morning since March of this year, very successfully, a service has been 

streamed over the internet for people to watch and listen and take part in at home.  Many 

of these services have been put together by Matthew Wilson and we are very grateful for 

his time and expertise.  But this is proving very time consuming and instead of Matthew 

joining together several short video clips from people’s homes, gardens or churches, the 

intention is to show a complete service live each week, initially alternating between coming 

from St Nicolas and All Saints. 

We are preparing for the Archdeacon’s approval the project plans for the permanent 

installation of cameras and microphones to be able to stream live services from St Nics.  

This church is ideal because we have a good broadband connection,  an unobscured space 

with good light and not being a listed building. 

We hope this will prove useful for our congregations who, for whatever reason, are unable 

to come to church.  We also expect this to be welcomed for weddings and funerals when 

attendance may be severely limited. 

We are grateful to those members of our congregation who have donated the costs of the 

mower and streaming equipment. 

Brian Wood  
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ADS C2 
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ADS C3 
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ADS C4 
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MARLE HILL WI 

Life still goes on, in a fashion, in the WI.  After many discussions, consultations and ‘risk 

assessment’ reports 27 members of the Marle Hill WI met for a long awaited monthly 

meeting in September.  The advance party arrived to wipe everything down and set up the 

hall in readiness.  Armed with a 2-meter bamboo cane we measured out the seating 

positions and marked the floor with sticky dots.  The members, who had previously booked 

their place by phone, arrived with their own chairs that were placed over the dots.  The 

speaker, Caroline Pover, had been scheduled to speak and demonstrate her ‘Chutneys and 

Pickles’, but that would have caused some problems.  So, instead, she told us of her 

adventures in Japan. 

Caroline was born in Plymouth and trained as a teacher.  In the mid 90’s she decided to 

have a year out and went to Japan, where she fell in love with the country stayed for the 

next 15 years.  She made a living teaching and editing a magazine for foreigners.  That led to 

writing a book and setting up her own publishing office.  She went to help with the rescue 

operation after the huge earthquake and tsunami in 2011 and it was after this that she flew 

home for 6 weeks to raise aid for the survivors.  Caroline now returns to Japan frequently 

and raises money for further aid (some people still do not have permanent homes) by her 

business ‘Aunty Caroline’ pickles and chutneys.  We are hoping that, sometime in the 

future, she will pay us a return visit to give us her original talk and demonstration. 

We had hoped to set up a Pop-up Fabric Stall outside the Pump Room, with everything 

having been ok’d by the council, but the weather went against us and so we had to cancel 

the event.  However, we have fixed another date and are keeping our fingers crossed for a 

fine day.  The proceeds are to go to the County WI funds.   

The holiday to the Isle of Wight in October can still going ahead with a few restrictions and 

we are hoping the invitation to a couple of open evenings at John Lewis before Christmas 

will not be hampered.  Our plans for a meeting in October have had to be cancelled 

because of the 6-rule. 

It was with great sadness and a shock to hear that Denman College was to be closed as it 

had become a financial liability.  Although self-supporting it was no longer viable under any 

restrictive rules.  It is a shame and its unique assets will be greatly missed by many members 

and their families.  The many Zoom talks and on-line courses are no substitute for social 

atmosphere. 

Though our September meeting was a success, and much enjoyed by members, we shall 

endeavour to keep in touch and be as active and supportive as possible under the new 

tighter rules.  I think all I can say is to Keep Safe and Carry On.   

Sara Jefferies 
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October 2020 Diary 

All our events have been suspended, postponed or cancelled because of the Covid-19 

outbreak.  Our church buildings are open for public worship on Sundays and occasional 

stewarded private prayer at set times (see northchelt.org.uk for times) and closed at all 

other times.  Services are being streamed on the internet by our clergy.  You may find 

details of these on the team YouTube page –  

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry  

Go to  www.northchelt.org.uk  for the latest news. 

 

 

October 2020 Calendar 

SUNDAY 4 HARVEST, or 

St Nicolas:  17th Sunday after Trinity  

SUNDAY 11 18th Sunday after Trinity, or  

St Nicolas:   HARVEST  

SUNDAY 18 Luke the Evangelist 

SUNDAY 26 St Mary, St Nicolas, All Saints:    All Souls and Memorials Service, or  

St Lawrence, St Mary Magdalene:   Last Sunday after Trinity  

   

 

From the Registers 

Prestbury 
Wedding    

August 6 Peter Knighton and Jenefer Williams St Mary 

Funerals 

August 11 Esme Smith Crematorium 

 14 Dennis Jones Crematorium 

 27 Elizabeth Woodcock Crematorium 

Burials of ashes 

August 19 Mary Newman St Mary 

    

Swindon Village 
Funeral 

August 5 Glynis Goodenough Crematorium 

    

  

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry
http://www.northchelt.org.uk/
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Love, Hope and Hugs 

 “O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  You know when I sit down and when I rise 

up; you discern my thoughts from far away.  Where can I go from your Spirit?  Or where can 

I flee from your presence?”             Psalm 139 v 1-2 & 7. NRSV 

 

E SHOULD BE aware that none of us can hide from God’s presence; 
from him “no secrets are hidden”.  

When I was first exploring my vocation and where my ministry should take me, the Curate 

at the church where I worshiped became my Spiritual Director. At one of my sessions with 

her she asked me to go away and reflect on Psalm 139, a psalm I was not very familiar with 

at that time but which is now one of my go-to psalms when I need time to reflect. It 

reminds us that God is always there no matter what, his love for us is all consuming. Even 

through the recent difficult times God was always there surrounding us with his love. 

As Christians we must not lose hope, we must all continue to believe that the fulfilment of 

our dreams is possible. How can we do this? We can pray, we can read our Bibles, we can 

believe, we can also act. I think for many life is starting to get better, we are all getting used 

to the new normal, we are starting to believe that slowly, slowly, life will become more 

normal but we must still be careful. 

Here are a few virtues which could help us at this time, which can nurture our hope:- 

Humility, this will help us to see the value of others and a more realistic appreciation of 

oneself. 

Gentleness, this helps us to have control over emotions and thoughts, which in turn helps 

us not to over react when personally threatened. 

Patience The Greek word makrothumia indicates the virtue of bearing with others, for 

example long suffering or forbearing. 

Love We can find out what love really is by reading what God has to say to us in the Bible. 

Love is also the perfect link which holds together the body of Christ. 

Love is very important and I think it is something which has been missed during this time 

when people have been in isolation. It has been impossible to demonstrate one’s love for 

another. Even now with social distances it is very difficult. I want to hug my children and my 

grandchildren and that is something which is impossible. This morning as I write this there 

was someone on the TV called a “therapist for hugging” and she was saying how important 

hugging was as it releases good chemicals which make us feel better. 

Be assured that God knows how we are feeling, as Psalm 139 says “you discern my 

thoughts from far away.” He knows we are finding life difficult but he is always there, giving 

us hope, giving us a big hug, surrounding us with his love. Even though we cannot see God 

and sometimes we can’t feel his presence, but he knows where we are. God is always there 

for us, surrounding us with his hope and love. 

May I suggest that you too read and reflect on Psalm 139? 

The Revd Elizabeth Nichols  

W 



 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Parish Magazine 
Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising & Sales: Richard Johnson 224823 
advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net 

Parish Giving Scheme 
76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester  GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 
info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

November Magazine Deadline:  15 October 2020 

Future Theme: November: Cats and Dogs 
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