
  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parish Directory 

Team Rector 

Revd Nicholas Brom  232883 

The Rectory, Tatchley Lane  GL52 3DQ 
nick.bromfield@northchelt.org.uk 

Team Vicars 

Revd Robert Wright  241398 

8 Boulton Road  GL50 4RZ 
robert.wright@northchelt.org.uk 

 

Revd George Davis  702890 

The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Swindon Village 

Cheltenham GL51 9RD 
george.davis@northchelt.org.uk 

Curate 

Revd Tom Cook 07539 551398 
tom.cook@northchelt.org.uk 

Honorary Assistant Priest 

Revd Dr Adam Dunning via Team Office 

Team Deacon 

Revd Jennifer Wood 700128 
jennifer.wood@northchelt.org.uk 

 

Reader 

Linda Biggs 510856 
linda.biggs@northchelt.org.uk 

Churchwardens 

St Mary 

Matthieu Allison 255508 
matt.allison@prestbury.net 

Clare Wyatt 510413 
clare.wyatt@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas 

Jackie Smith 07593 444023 
jackie.smith@prestbury.net 

Marcus Steel 529539 
marcus.steel@prestbury.net 

Brian Wood 515941 
brian.wood@prestbury.net 

PCC Secretary 

Stella Caney 676143 
stella.caney@northchelt.org.uk 

PCC Treasurer 

Gerald Hawke 226242 
gerald.hawke@northchelt.org.uk 

 

  

Team Office admin@northchelt.org.uk 01242 244373 

St Nicolas Church, Swindon Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL50 4PA 
The office is usually open Monday to Friday 09.00-12.00 

Outside these hours please leave a message on the answer phone 
 

Baptisms (Christenings) & Weddings 

may be arranged with the Team Office (contact details above) 

Other Pastoral Matters & Reconciliation (Confession) 

please contact one of the clergy (telephone numbers above) 
 

 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editors, the Clergy, 

the Parochial Church Council, or of any authoritative body of the Church of England 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

St Mary and St Nicolas Prestbury Cheltenham – Registered Charity No 1130933 

continued inside back cover 

 

Cover Picture:   
If you go down to the post today    by Brian Wood 
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THE WAY I READ A LETTER 
  

One of the pleasures of reading old letters is the knowledge that they need no answer. 

George Gordon, Lord Byron 

 

  

Metsu: 

Man Writing a Letter (1662 – 1665) Woman Reading a Letter (1665) 

 

‘Isn’t it refreshing to receive a hand-written letter instead of a bill or an advert offering you 

a credit card?’ That’s how one friend wrote to me not so long ago. A personal letter in the 

post has now become almost an historical item, largely superseded by the terse or 

ephemeral email. 

The business of writing a good old-fashioned epistle and the emotions on receiving such a 

letter are superbly depicted in two Dutch paintings by Gabriel Metsu (1629 – 1667), both 

of which are in the National Gallery of Ireland in Dublin. George Bernard Shaw described 

this art gallery as ‘the cherished asylum of my boyhood’, a place to which he owed ‘much of 

the only real education I ever got as a boy in Eire’ and therefore bequeathed to it a third of 

his royalties.  

The first painting by Metsu is of a well-dressed young man writing a letter, choosing his 

words carefully and pondering what he is committing to paper with a quill pen. The globe 

beyond and open window suggest a wide world outside. The companion piece of what is 

presumed to be a pair is of a female recipient of a letter and she too appears absorbed in 

the thoughts it provokes.  

Both paintings seem to explore the intimate inter-relationship of writer, reader and the 

personal messages conveyed through hand-written language. Mirror, lap-dog, maid and 
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slipper may all have a further significance but I’ll leave that to the art historians of the 

Golden Age of the Dutch Republic. 

These two striking images lead me to a memorable poem by the American poet Emily 

Dickinson (1831 - 1836), ‘The way I read a letter’s this’. In many ways, she was a near-

recluse in her home at Amherst, Massachussets, and Emily Dickinson’s rich inner life is 

chronicled primarily in her poems. She wrote over a thousand and only a very few (under 

twenty) were published in her lifetime. The poem in question is printed here using her 

idiosyncratic punctuation and dashes: 

                                     The way I read a Letter’s – this –  

                                     ‘Tis first – I lock the Door – 

                                      And push it with my fingers – next –  

                                      For transport it be sure –  

 

                                      And then I go the furthest off 

                                      To counteract a knock –  

                                      Then draw my little Letter forth 

                                      And slowly pick the Lock –  

 

                                      Then – glancing narrow, at the Wall – 

                                      And narrow at the floor 

                                      For firm conviction of a Mouse 

                                      Not exorcised before – 

  

                                      Peruse how infinite I am 

                                      To no one that You – know – 

                                      And sigh for lack of Heaven – but not 

                                      The Heaven God bestow –  

 

These few lines seem to epitomise the anticipation, intimate excitement and intensity of 

private communication by letter. She uses a hymn-like metre and form to express the most 

individual of thoughts. The hope is mixed with sorrow (‘And sigh for lack of heaven’) but 

the poem guards its secrets, as did Emily Dickinson herself. We know very little that is not 

speculative about her private life, except what the poems may imply. But we do have some 

of her letters and, asked for a picture, she describes herself thus:  

 I had no portrait, now, but am small like the Wren, and my Hair is bold, like the 

Chestnut Bur – and my eyes, like the Sherry in the Glass, that the Guest leaves – 

Would this do as well? 

At one stage, I started to collect memorable or humorous letters that came my way and 

intended perhaps to create an anthology of the best. Letters can provide us with rich 

insights into history and individuals and, if you like that kind of reading, there is The 

Mammoth Book of Letters (1999) edited by Jon E. Lewis (‘The Emotional & Domestic Worlds 
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of the Famous through their Letters’).  More recently, Shaun Usher has edited a brilliant and 

wide-ranging collection called Letters of Note (2013) and its sequels. His website 

https://lettersofnote.com (‘an online museum of correspondence’) is superbly curated and well 

worth visiting, as every letter chosen tells a story. I also laughed aloud when reading from 

it. 

Let me end by quoting this letter purportedly from the Duke of Wellington which I 

treasure and hope is authentic, although it may be apocryphal. 

‘My Lord, 

If I attempted to answer the mass of futile correspondence that surrounds me I 

should be debarred from all serious business of campaigning. I must remind 

Your Lordship for the last time that so long as I retain an independent position I 

shall see that no officer under my command is debarred, by attending to the 

futile drivelling of mere quill driving in Your Lordship’s Office, from attending 

to his first duty – which is, as always, to train the men under his command. 

                                                                               Your obedient Servant, 

                                                                                        Wellington.   

 

P.S. Dear Readers, How do sign off a letter or email now? Best wishes, Kind regards, As 

ever, Cordially, Yours sincerely, Thanks again?   

Duncan Forbes   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prestbury United Charities 

REGISTERED CHARITY 202655 

Could you help this charity, PUC, which provides essentials for local people who are facing 

hardship, using money from our longstanding investments? 

PUC have a vacancy for a self-employed Clerk to the Trustees. 

If you are well organised, have some IT and bookkeeping experience and would like to 

work from home for approximately 10 hours per month at £15 per hour, please contact 

me for further details: 

wendy.price@puc.org.uk 

  

https://lettersofnote.com/
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A letter in the post 

This is not a story about a letter as such. It is about a covering letter and that which it was 

“covering”! 

It all began with a phone call.  Pam and I were undressing and getting ready to hop into bed 

when the phone rang. It was nearly 11pm, we were tired, and decided it was too late in the 

day to answer a phone call. Then we wondered. Maybe one of the family was in trouble and 

needed help so I made my way to the phone and picked up the receiver. 

“Is that Mr Parkin? This is Buckingham Palace. Had you thought of attending Queen 

Elizabeth’s funeral? If so we have a ticket for you.”  I, of course, told “the palace” I’d love to 

be there and was given instructions. The ticket, together with security pass would be in the 

morning’s post. And it was. 

The covering letter explained that the Great West Door of Westminster Abbey would be 

opened at 9:30am and it would be to my advantage to arrive early. That meant staying in 

London the night before so I booked in to The Jolly Hotel, opposite New Scotland Yard 

and but a stone’s throw from the Abbey. I had used the hotel before so I knew it to be one 

I really enjoyed and so it proved. 

The first thing I did after checking into the hotel was to go along to Westminster Hall 

where Queen Elizabeth was lying-in-state. I hoped to join the slow-moving queue who were 

filing past her coffin to pay their last respects but it was far too long. I decided to walk 

alongside the queue in the opposite direction and study the wide variety of people, young 

and old, some in torn jeans and loud T-shirts, some bowler-hatted with rolled umbrella and 

those of every nationality under the sun. It was a quiet, respectful gathering of three and 

four abreast, some eating and drinking as they slowly moved towards Westminster Hall. It 

was the perfect cross-section of London and I found it most interesting. After walking for a 

mile I found the end of the queue and joined it. A couple of minutes later a body of people 

joined behind me and (politely) accused me of queue jumping. They had been stopped by 

the police to allow the Princess Royal and her husband to chat to some of those in the 

queue. I was told (politely!) to go to the end of the queue which was another two miles 

back. 

As, by now, I was close to the London Eye I decided to climb aboard and view the scene 

below from a great height and that, too, was most interesting. It was now getting late so I 

short-cutted back to my digs passing lots of people setting up camp on the pavements on 

the route to be taken by the gun-carriage carrying the Queen Mother’s coffin from 

Westminster Hall to the Abbey next day. The mood was happy. 

The following morning I made sure I was at the Great West Door well before 9:30am so 

was among the first dozen or so to be admitted. Shown my reserved seat by a 

soldier/usher, I settled down to study the order of service. I could not have asked for a 

better seat in the whole of that great Abbey. All the seats, instead of facing forward 

towards the altar and the choir, were turned inwards so that they faced the central aisle. 

Mine was opposite and twenty metres away from the pulpit from which Dr George Carey, 

Archbishop of Canterbury would later give his address. On the walls of the abbey were 

large TV screens so that those already seated could watch the BBC coverage of all that was 

going on outside. If you are interested enough to know more about the service, the 

congregation and the music then you will have to read my autobiography just published! 
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The funeral of Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother 

The Royal party follow the coffin out of the Abbey 

Bernard may be seen standing next to the beefeater holding his order of service 

in this picture taken from his TV screen 

 

To be within touching distance of each of the Royal Family, all the crown heads of so many 

countries, the politicians, peers of the realm and dignitaries galore together with that 

magnificent choir as they processed up the aisle to their seats was captivating. Then, after 

the service they all followed behind the coffin as it was slowly carried out of the Abbey by 

the bearer party of Irish Guardsmen. 

I was enthralled by the whole experience which was both joyous for the wonderful life of 

Her Majesty and sad at her passing. Above all it was completely uplifting and, yes, that 

covering letter inviting me to Westminster Abbey on that very special day (Tuesday, 9th 

April 2002) was one of the most important of my life. 

Bernard Parkin  
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Prestbury Memorial Trust Coffee Morning 

In August Prestbury Memorial Trust held a long-overdue coffee morning at The Royal Oak 

by kind permission of Mr Tom Wright, the landlord. He and his team provided teas and 

coffees and the fabulous cakes were donated by Trust supporters. Although rain was 

forecast for the day, we were fortunate to be able to sit outside in the garden and enjoy 

the morning’s sunshine. After so long cooped up at home it was great to see so many 

familiar faces and no masks! There was a very successful raffle, and we also took the 

opportunity to draw the August winners of the  Club. Janet brought a lovely selection 

of greetings cards and donated the sales to the Trust – we thank her! The coffee morning 

raised just over £500 for Trust funds. Thank you to all who contributed! 

For more information on Trust activities, please contact our warden, Jenny, on 

 or prestburymt@gmail.com or visit www.prestburymemorialtrust.co.uk 

  

  

  

Jane Banwell  

http://www.prestburymemorialtrust.co.uk/
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A letter in the post 

Over recent weeks I have been sorting through three large boxes of telegrams, cards and 

letters, some dating back seventy years or so.  The Japanese lady who has published a book 

on clutter clearance advises that we always leave anything with emotional ties until last.  

She is so right.  It has taken weeks so far and I’m still nowhere near finished. 

Letters and scribbled notes particularly can take an hour out of the day as you are flung 

without warning into a past moment, sometimes with a whole goods train of thought for 

mulling over, comfortably or otherwise.  A smile is always welcome of course, a damp nose 

I can deal with,  but there’s a limit on how often in a 24-hour period I can scrape myself off 

the wall.  And the updated impact can be way out of proportion to the initial experience.  

Probably down to age and decrepitude. 

It’s intriguing now that in conversation my mother would rarely voice a challenging opinion, 

and always apologised for her untidy handwriting.  But her letters are easily the most 

revealing, and amusing, so evocative of her presence, complete with tears of laughter on 

her silky cheeks.   No matter that she filled her margins at right angles;  these were often 

the juiciest snippets, hitting somebody’s nail right on the head, no doubt safe in the 

knowledge they would never have the chance to decipher her script. 

The biggest bundle by far is of airmail forms from my sister.  She spent most of her married 

life in Africa or India and wrote quite casually on day to day matters, quite unlike her 

conversation. So a throw away comment could send shivers, ie "the leopards are coughing 

tonight", or "the mongoose cornered a cobra - I’ve asked for handbags to be made, there’s 

enough for one each".  Some thirty years later my mother flew out and enjoyed at first 

hand the jacarandas and the sunsets, it was her trip of a lifetime and she put it all down on 

paper (the crushed margins had morphed into a spare piece of paper stuck into the last fold 

of airmail). 

In contrast my brother’s letters from Singapore were strictly factual, nothing to suggest he 

wasn’t whiling away 3 years in Wapping.  They are now prized for their rarity, but his 

parcels were amazing.  Chinese embroidered pyjamas, a geisha doll, inlaid bracelets of dark 

stone butterflies inlaid with gold and silver designs, all bought in Hong Kong I think.  Exotic 

spicy scents would escape as the brown paper was torn off. 

Then there were mother’s letters from a family friend in Holland.  She was known as Tante 

Cornelia and strongly resembled Joan Hickson’s Marple in every way.  She would enclose 

coloured transfers for me, and later, when I had learned her language, she was a very 

thoughtful grandma figure.  She had grown up with a stepmother and her kind interest was 

so welcome when I first had my older children.  We stayed in touch long after my parents 

were gone and she was in her 90s in a care home.  I have a clear memory of standing on 

tiptoe at the ship’s railing, looking out for her on the jetty at the end of her quayside home,  

waving a tea cloth as we sailed past Maassluis en route from Rotterdam to the North Sea 

and onward.  Her husband - my father’s captain - would sound the horn from the bridge in 

a farewell greeting. 

A torn scrap of address label is an immediate reminder.   After we moved to Holland my 

aunt would regularly send a bundle of the Scots Sunday papers.  One afternoon they came 

through the door while my mother was at her sewing machine,  so I slit the paper binding 

and started to read out loud a scribbled note across the corner of the label - "just to let 
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you know John lost at sea,  will write, Maggie".   Sam Costa was on in the background.  John 

was my oldest cousin, he had been swept overboard in heavy seas and the crew could hear 

him but couldn’t get the searchlight on him.  He left 4 young children. 

Later I move on to the beautiful handwriting belonging to my father’s big sister.  In contrast 

to the above,  I have no memory of receiving this letter, but on reading how emotional she 

was at the likeness of my toddler to his grandpa at that age,  I’m thankful I took the time to 

send photos, and to ferry everyone over the Channel.  Maybe she knows that my son’s son 

now has even more of (great) granddad’s devilment in his eye. 

I’m filling 5 large envelopes, one for each of my middle aged brood, with what I hope are 

relevant snatches of their shared background.    For me this whole exercise has been an 

unforeseen reminder not to take anything for granted. 

Anya Jary 

 

 

 

This month’s cover picture 

The cover picture may need some 

explanation.  I was on holiday near 

Hereford and needed to post birthday 

cards to family.  When pulling up to pop 

into a convenience store I found this 

intriguing post box and took a picture on 

my phone. 

It is this picture that inspired this month’s 

theme: “A Letter in the Post”. 

Some local person had taken the trouble 

to knit this scene of a teddy bears’ picnic 

and place it on top of the post box, and 

also insert a robin in the adjacent hedge.  

The box was not easy to spot as the 

surrounding hedge is somewhat 

overgrown.  It can be found in Station 

Road, Credenhill, near Hereford. 

///simulates.haunts.resolved 

52.08434˚N   2.80737˚W 

Brian Wood    

 

 

If you have any suggestions for a theme for a future issue of the magazine please contact the 

Editor by email to magazine@prestbury.net 
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What are Smart Meters? 

Smart meters are being rolled out to all homes to meet the future demands of the gas and 

electricity system brought about by the changes in the way we live over the next 25 years. 

     

Picture A                           Picture B 

Picture A is a smart meter. It looks like a normal digital meter and you can still take a 

reading from the meter which will be shown in the green window in the middle of the 

meter. Picture B, although often incorrectly called a smart meter, is an In-House Display 

Unit (IHD) giving a digital display of the data being measured by the meter. 

The smart meter via the IHD provides information not currently available with a normal 

meter. It provides information on the customer’s usage and costs on a daily, weekly, 

monthly and yearly basis. Some IHDs enable customers to monitor their daily usage against a 

customer set target. And the IHD also sends meter readings to the energy supplier directly. 

There are a wide range of estimates as to how much money smart meters could save the 

customer. The main lesson is that smart meters provide information which can help 

customers to alter the way they use their gas and electricity. By changing what they do in 

the home, savings could be made. If, after having a smart meter installed, the customer 

takes no action on the information of cost and usage provided, there would be no savings. 

However, if you see the effect on your IHD when you switch on, for example, a 150-watt 

bulb in a light - you will never have such a large wattage bulb in the home again and will switch 

quickly to low energy bulbs everywhere in the home. These sorts of actions could save money. 

Smart meters, via the IHD, provide the customer with usage information at any time. It is 

no longer necessary to scrabble under the stairs to read the meter. Additionally, the smart 

meter sends the customer’s meter readings directly to the energy supplier when required 

without any intervention from the customer. This eliminates the need for estimated bills. 

Customers with smart meters only receive bills based on actual readings. 

In the future smart meters will provide a wider range of electrical tariffs such as a cheap 

night-time charging tariff and maybe a mid-afternoon ‘top-up’ tariff – all supportive of the 

increased use of electrical cars. We can expect increasing use of Smart Appliances like 

fridges and freezers which can be controlled by the smart meter to take electricity when it 

is cheaper due to lower demand. Increasingly, new houses will be predominantly fitted with 

smart meters, and when old meters are replaced, smart meters will be fitted preferentially. 

Eventually most homes will have smart meters. 

Note that eligibility may vary from the details shown in this article and savings require 

customer action.      For further information on smart meters, contact Citizens Advice on 

01452 527202 
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A 5-headed sunflower   

 

 

by Marion Godden 
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your  

own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him,  
and he will make straight your paths. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
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PRESTBURY MEMORIAL TRUST  

A New Bus Route from Prestbury to Cleevelands Medical Centre and 

Tesco at Bishops Cleeve 

To continue our support for the villagers of Prestbury, we are trialling a new bus service 

between Prestbury and Bishops Cleeve, calling in at Cleevelands Medical Centre on the way. 

The fare will be £4 per daily ticket. Unfortunately we do not have the ability to accept bus passes 

Starting Thursday 12th August 2021 and running each THURSDAY. 

 

PRESTBURY – BISHOPS CLEEVE 

NOVERTON VIEW (Children’s play park) 09.30 11.00 12.30 14.00 

ROBERTS ROAD (entrance to) 09.35 11.05 12.35 14.05 

NOVERTON PARK 09.35 11.05 12.35 14.05 

CAPEL COURT 09.40 11.10 12.40 14.10 

LINDEN AVENUE (opp. Brymore Close) 09.45 11.15 12.45 14.15 

CUMMINGS COURT 09.47 11.17 12.47 14.17 

CLEEVELANDS MEDICAL CENTRE 10.00 11.27 13.00 14.30 

TESCO (Bishops Cleeve) 10.10 11.37 13.10 14.40 

 

BISHOPS CLEEVE - PRESTBURY 

TESCO (Bishops Cleeve) 10.15 11.45 13.15 14.50 

CLEEVELANDS MEDICAL CENTRE 10.25 11.55 13.25 15.00 

CUMMINGS COURT 10.40 12.10 13.40 15.15 

LINDEN AVENUE (opp. Brymore Close) 10.42 12.12 13.42 15.17 

CAPEL COURT 10.47 12.17* 13.47 15.22 

NOVERTON PARK 10.53 12.22 13.52 15.27 

ROBERTS ROAD (entrance to) 10.53 12.25 13.52 15.27 

NOVERTON VIEW (Children’s play park) 11.00 12.30 14.00 15.30** 

 

Please note the timetable and route will be reviewed regularly and is subject to change if 

the service is not viable or not used.     

All members of the public 

are welcome to use the 

service 

Please note we are a 12 

passenger minibus with no 

standing or disabled access 

available. 

 

  *  Change driver  

  ** Service ends 
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Book Review 

A Single Thread by Tracy Chevalier  

The Borough Press, paperback edition 2020, £8.99, first published by Harper Collins 2019 

A gentle story about a strong woman, who must find a role for herself as a ‘surplus woman’ 

in early 1930s’ Britain. Violet is one of the many single young women doomed to 

spinsterhood in a country still smitten by a lack of men in the bitter aftermath of the First 

World War, whilst rumours of yet another war begin to rumble. Like so many other 

women, Violet lost both her fiancé and one of her brothers in the war and there is little 

hope of marriage or motherhood for her. Her surviving brother is lucky enough to have 

the responsibility of marriage and children, so it is Violet who is expected to give herself up 

to caring for her now widowed and extremely querulous mother. Violet’s only escape is in 

her work as a typist for an insurance company, but even here there is little outlet for her 

intelligence and skills, and her salary is meagre. 

However, Violet refuses to escape this limited life with its lack of any hope of future 

possibilities. So, in a strike for independence, she gets a job transfer to Winchester and a 

room in a boarding house and sets about making a life for herself, as best she can. Exploring 

Winchester Cathedral, Violet stumbles into an involvement with the Cathedral Broderers, a 

group of volunteer women committed to furnishing the cathedral with beautifully 

embroidered kneelers for the pews and cushions for the choir stalls. In her spare time, 

Violet begins to sew, finding both a new interest and purpose in this peaceful but dedicated 

occupation. Amongst her self-doubt and frustrations new opportunities and friendships 

develop along with her embroidery skills and Violet begins to grow in confidence, slowly 

attempting to find her own certainty in an uncertain world. Through Chevalier’s skilful 

characterisation of ordinary lives, the reader quickly becomes deeply and empathetically 

involved with both Violet and the other women in the story, who are caught in a tangled 

world in which they must find freedom where they can.  

By the best-selling author of Girl with a Pearl Earring, this is a sensitive and moving study of 

women’s lives in a time of trouble and change – an insightful, rewarding and extremely 

pleasurable read.     

Ros Davie      

 

 

 

 

 

Cheltenham Art Club 75th Anniversary Exhibition 

Wednesday 8th September to Monday 13th September  10am – 5pm 

Gardens gallery   Montpellier Gardens, Cheltenham 

Free entrance 
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They rest in St Mary’s churchyard 

Lewis Griffiths Esq was born in 1793 in Bishops Castle, Shropshire. His elder brother 

John formed a company in Madras trading in goods from China and India back to England. 

India was at this time governed by the East India Company. When Lewis left school, he 

made his way to India to join the family firm. At Fort St George in Madras he married 

Catherine Elizabeth Ferryman, the daughter of a clergyman.   

By the early 1830s having acquired considerable wealth by trade, Lewis travelled back to 

Britain with his wife and children. Cheltenham was becoming a popular place for British 

people returning from service in India. 

By 1837 the family is recorded as living at Marle Hill House, Prestbury with a large 

household; three sons, two daughters and nine retainers. Lewis said that he found 

Cheltenham enabled him to reach his family in Shropshire and Herefordshire and had a 

good college for his boys. 

By 1855 Lewis had become a magistrate and by 1858 was listed as one of the Justices of the 

Peace acting for the county of Gloucestershire and was therefore with others, a Deputy 

Lieutenant of the county. 

His wife, Catherine Elizabeth, died on 11th February 1863, followed by Lewis on 26th April 

1869.  Both were buried by the Revd John Edwards. 

Sadly, also recorded on the grave are the deaths of a son John Robert aged 14 days and a 

granddaughter Maria Catherine aged 8 days. 

Tony Noel 

 Prestbury Local History Society    

 

 

 

WOODMANCOTE BRIDGE CLUB 

has relocated to 

PRESTBURY HALL 

Bouncers Lane, Prestbury. 

We meet every Tuesday at 2pm 

New members welcome. 

 

For more information please contact 

Elizabeth Barker, Chair, by ehbarker25@gmail.com 

Bill Boyer, Treasurer, on 07840932662 
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News from Prestbury URC 

 

 

 

 
 

This is a new venture from the URC. From Friday 3 September we are starting a weekly 

coffee session with extras!  

In addition to teas and coffees we are hoping to develop into a bit of a market place with 

stalls selling all kinds of things like plants, produce and books – some weeks there may be 

more extras than others!  If you want to bring your knitting down and have a natter, or 

play dominoes we can fit you in.  If you make cards or crafts or any kind of produce and 

would like an outlet we would love to hear from you.  

 

 

On Friday 24 September we will become part of the 

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer 

Support. Please come along to support this and if you can 

bake some cakes that would be amazing! 

Please contact Julie Jefferies on 232892 or Rose West on 

581165 for further details. 

 

 

Prestbury URChins 

 

We are hoping to restart our baby-and-toddler group in mid-September – 

it will be our 25th year!    

All children welcome from birth to 4 and we hope to welcome back some 

old friends and meet new ones.   

If you would like to come along please contact 

prestbury.urchins@urcic.org.uk or ring Fiona Hall on 511143 for more 

information. 

 

  

Coffee,  Chat  and  Extras 

Where?   Prestbury URC 

When?     Every Friday  10am – noon from September 3rd 

What are Extras?  Could be any number of things – come and find out! 

mailto:Prestbury.urchins@urcic.org.uk
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   Prestbury open Gardens 
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RIDE AND STRIDE 2021 
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Ride and Stride event which will take place on 

SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER.  

At the time of writing we have two lively volunteers who will be taking part in R & S to raise 
funds for Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust. Matt Allison will be riding his bike around 
a route of his choice and Kate Bestwick will be running to all the churches in the NCTM. Half 
of monies raised will remain with NCTM and half will go to the Trust to help support 
churches throughout Gloucestershire. 

Do look out for Matt and Kate to sponsor their generous efforts. Or you may sponsor them 
online at https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-mary-s-church-prestbury 

If anyone else would like to take part, please contact me for more details. 

Helen Mann 

 

 

Informal Piano Recitals with Coffee and Chat in St Mary’s 

10:00am to Noon : Wednesday September 22 

John McElroy will play a variety of music he enjoys and would like to share with others in an 

informal and relaxed atmosphere. 

Donations to “Friends of St Mary’s Church, Prestbury” for its Fabric  

 

 

 

September 2021 Calendar 

SUNDAY 5  14th Sunday after Trinity 

SUNDAY 12  The Blessed Virgin Mary 

SUNDAY 19  16th Sunday after Trinity 

SUNDAY 25  17th Sunday after Trinity 

    

 

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-mary-s-church-prestbury
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September 2021 Diary 

Wed 1 19.30 Musica Vera Rehearsal St Nicolas 

Thu 2 18.00 Wedding Rehearsal St Lawrence 

Sat 4 11.00 Church set up for Prestbury Open Gardens St Mary 

  12.00 Memorial Service for Diane French St Nicolas 

  13.00 - 18.00  Prestbury Open Gardens Prestbury 

SUN 5 13.00 - 18.00  Prestbury Open Gardens Prestbury 

  15.00 Memorial Service for Alison Warren St Mary Magdalene 

  15.00 Praise in the Park Swindon Village 

Mon 6 15.45 Helen Gill Ballet St Nicolas Room & Hall 

Wed 8 19.00 Sunset Celtic Communion St Mary Magdalene 

  19.30 Musica Vera Rehearsal St Nicolas 

Thu 9 14.15 Sacristy Meeting St Mary 

Fri 10 09.00 - 17.00  Heritage Open Day St Mary Magdalene 

Sat 11 09.00 - 17.00  Heritage Open Day St Mary Magdalene 

  10.00  - 15.00  Russian Orthodox Divine Liturgy All Saints 

SUN 12 14.30 Baptism of Edward John Hill St Mary 

Mon 13 15.45 Helen Gill Ballet St Nicolas Room & Hall 

Wed 15 19.30 Musica Vera Rehearsal St Nicolas 

Fri 17 11.45 Wedding St Lawrence 

Sat 18 11.00 Heritage Open Day  with Talk at 14.00-15.00 St Lawrence 

SUN 19 12.30 Private Party St Nicolas Hall 

  12.30 Baptism of Olivia Harris All Saints 

  13.30 Baptism of Autumn Aurelia Richardson St Mary 

  13.30 Baptism of Oliver Travis Slender St Nicolas 

  14.30 Baptism of George Miles Raybould St Mary 

Mon 20 15.45 Helen Gill Ballet St Nicolas Room & Hall 

Wed 22 10.00 - 12.00  Café Concert with John McElroy St Mary 

  19.30 Musica Vera Rehearsal St Nicolas 

SUN 26 12.30 Private Party St Nicolas Hall 

Mon 27 15.45 Helen Gill Ballet St Nicolas Room & Hall 

Wed 29 19.30 Musica Vera Rehearsal St Nicolas 

 

As well as our church buildings being open for public worship on Sundays at the usual times 

there are said Eucharist services on Tuesdays at 10.00 in St Nicolas; Thursdays at 10.30 in 

St Mary and 11.15 in All Saints.  Also occasional stewarded private prayer at set times (see 

northchelt.org.uk for times) and closed at all other times.  

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet each week. These and other services are 

recorded so may be accessed later by those who cannot watch them live. You may find 

details of these on the North Cheltenham website and on the team’s YouTube page –  

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 

Go to www.northchelt.org.uk for the latest news.  
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All Things Bright and Beautiful? 
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 

all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

Genesis 1:26  NRSV 

ANKIND PROBABLY STARTED having a noticeable impact on the 
landscape and natural world when our ancestors stopped being hunter 

gatherers and started clearing the land for farming. As the centuries 
passed people built roads and towns, constructed irrigation systems and drained 
wetlands to grow crops.  Thousands of years later the process accelerated with 

the onset of the industrial revolution; nature was seen as something to be 
tamed and the impact of human activity was not given a second thought. Smoke 
poured into the sky, toxic chemicals flowed into waterways and garbage was 

dumped into the sea. So great has been the impact of human activity that some 
geologists have designated this as a new geological epoch… the Anthropocene. 

These days we are horrified that the term “have dominion over” in the above passage 

should be interpreted as a licence to abuse and squander all that God has created. A better 

interpretation focuses more on the concept of stewardship and working with nature and 

for nature.  As people in industrial societies moved from the countryside to the towns, they 

became more and more disconnected from nature and less aware of the passing seasons.  

In recent years digital technology has created a situation where, for some, digital reality is 

more important than the real world.  

Two of the current ongoing crises, the pandemic and climate change, have refocused 

attention on the importance of the natural world. Several studies have shown that people 

need that connection with the natural world. For many, being in nature, reduces anger, fear, 

and stress, and increases feelings of relaxation, peace and joy. Often people say they find it 

easier to feel closer to God when surrounded by the natural world.  

In Prestbury we have been encouraged to focus more on the natural world in our worship 

with the introduction of outdoor Celtic Communion Services and the reintroduction (prior 

to the pandemic) of the celebration of Rogationtide. 

In practical ways too we can show this stewardship, by decreasing our carbon footprint, 

reducing waste, and managing the space around our church for the benefit of the natural 

world. 

God has given us this wonderful world, may we always care for it as we should. 

 

“He gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell, how great is God Almighty who has 

made all things well.”   All Things Bright and Beautiful, Mrs C.F. Alexander 1818-95  

 Clare Wyatt  

  

M 



 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Children’s Work 
Linda Biggs 510856 

linda.biggs@prestbury.net 

Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Biggs 07783 019902 
 

Parish Magazine 
Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising & Sales: Richard Johnson 224823 
advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane 244373 
stnicolas.hall@prestbury.net 

Parish Giving Scheme 
76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 
info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. 

The deadline for copy is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but  

during these Covid times there may be scope for some flexibility. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

 

October Magazine Deadline:   Sunday, 12 September 2021 

October Theme:   Celebrations 

  



 

 

 

BACK 

COVER 

ADVERT 
 


