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Spring has returned 

A bunch of daffodils commonly found as buds in a supermarket 
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A Dark Shadow 

OR CHRISTIANS ASH WEDNESDAY means the beginning of Lent - a 
time when we give concentrated and careful thought to the personal self-
discipline needed to develop our discipleship to make it stronger and 

tough enough to withstand the demands which are put on it. Lent is the period 

when we aim to make our commitment to the Gospel more total and complete. 

Yet just at the moment to write about such things is hazardous. Everything we are planning 

today may well be overtaken by events. We have been given a warning by some that 

tomorrow (14 February 2003) could mark a definite turning point in world affairs from 

peace towards war. If that happens, these sentences will almost certainly prove to be 

inadequate and perhaps hopelessly shallow. A very dark shadow lengthens around us and 

we have been warned that this heightened state of alert is likely to remain in place not only 

for the weekend of the present Muslim religious festival but much, much longer; perhaps 

for years to come. 

So this year's observance of Lent is bound to be different and difficult for anyone who takes 

it seriously. The Christian world with its ancient customs and inspiring teachings seems 

more and more like life on another planet, hardly touching the world we see daily on TV 

and read about in the media. But there is a link - a vital connection in fact - for Lent too has 

a dark shadow at its centre. The shadow which lengthens as the weeks go by is of course 

the cross. We believe the death of Jesus marks the all-pervasive and irreversible turning 

point in world history. A crucified Jew from long ago is the saviour of all humankind. At 

times that sounds an arrogant and preposterous claim, which in many contexts it is. So Lent 

is provided to give us time specifically to deepen our understanding of its truth. But then 

truth is as much something which grasps us as something we struggle to grasp. 

Brother Roger of Taizé asks this question in one his letters, 'if you want to carry a fire right 

into the darkest nights of humanity, will you let an inner life grow deep within you?' Lent is 

a time of interior growth but there is nothing private about it. Few realise that it may be 

hidden but its power is very public and can bring enormous changes to the world around 

us. Another contemplative, Thomas Merton, points in the same direction, 'we have to 

remember that we look for solitude in order to grow there in love for God and in love for 

others. We do not go into the desert to escape people but to learn how to find them: we 

do not leave them in order to have nothing more to do with them, but to find out the way 

to do them the most good.' 

No one quite knows what we shall be facing between now and Easter but, however events 

turn out, there is nothing which cannot be coped with better when we contemplate the 

death of Jesus and the cross which brought it about. More: whatever happens, still there is 

nothing which can separate from the love of God which we know in Christ Jesus our Lord - 

if only we take up our own cross and follow him. 

Fr Paul Iles 

Reproduced from the March 2003 magazine 
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My earliest satisfaction 

Hands up all those who disliked at least one of their school teachers. Oh, good - all of you. 

I had three who fell into that category. First of all there was Mr Yabsley (although he wasn’t 

really too bad). He was master of the top form at my junior school, which was Dunalley 

Street Junior Mixed and was adjacent to Cheltenham Original Brewery. Around the school 

hung the glorious smell of “hops on the brew”. I think that had more influence on me than 

lessons taught. It is what first comes to mind when I think of those far off happy 1930s at 

my first school. 

But we are talking about teachers, not beer. I think Mr Yabsley must have been a drill 

sergeant in the Great War, because he rejoiced in marching his class round the playground, 

barking at them to keep in step and to straighten their backs. What I most remember about 

this man are the words he constantly shouted at me. To him I was nothing but a “blithering 

idiot” and now 85 years later those words still ring in my ears. What subject he taught I 

haven’t a clue. 

The next on my list of dislikes was Mr Brazier, a thin man with receding hair and ever-moist 

lips that were on the verge of constant dribble.  He taught French at my senior school, 

Cheltenham Central School for Boys. My sister attended the Central Girls School housed in 

an adjoining building. The boys and girls were kept very much apart, but shared the same 

local aroma. Unlike Dunalley these were a blend of gas and dead animals as our schools 

were sandwiched between the gasworks and the abattoir. 

So back to old wet-lips. His method of punishment for misbehaviour was by way of a 

Cumberland HB pencil, which he kept horizontally in the crease between his right ear and 

his semi-bald head. With this pencil he would hammer the side of the offender’s head, using 

the blunt end of the implement, reminiscent of a hungry woodpecker’s beak attacking a 

tree. I did not like Mr Brazier, but I did like the French language lessons and, in spite of my 

teacher, did quite well in the subject. 

Now we come to the only man I have ever hated. The feeling was mutual because Mr 

Chubb harboured a strong dislike of me. He taught shorthand (it was primarily a 

commercial school) to the rest of the class but failed to get through to me. I was labelled by 

him as “Head of the Caterpillar Club” because my work was so slow when, as everyone 

knows, shorthand is all about speed. I cursed Mr Pitman for inventing it. 

If you can remember the school master in all the Giles cartoons, bald, thin, and very 

skeleton-like, then that is Mr Chubb to a tee. I’m sure he must have been Carl Giles’s 

model. However, more than once my teacher of shorthand screamed at me, telling me that 

I would “NEVER make a living with my drawings, NEVER, NEVER, NEVER”. 

Then, towards the end of my final term when we were all studying hard for our RSA 

exams, a local architect (one EA Roiser, architect to Hereford Cathedral and St Mary’s, 

Prestbury) offered me a job as trainee - but it meant I had to leave school at once. My 

parents saw this as a rare opportunity, went to see the headmaster who agreed that the 

“blithering idiot” who was hopeless at shorthand should grasp the offer and leave school at 

once. I was a few weeks short of my fifteenth birthday and I rejoiced in the fact that he and 

I were in complete agreement! 
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My first job with Ellery Anderson, Roiser and Falconer (Peter Falconer later became 

architect to King Charles III) was to design a gravestone and I was to take as my inspiration 

the slab-type memorial stone surmounted by a crucifix that lies on the turf outside the 

vestry door of St Mary’s Prestbury. That was in the spring of 1945, while we were still at 

war with Nazi Germany. Then in June of that year, I was given the job of surveying 

St Mary’s and providing detailed scale drawings for Bevans of Gloucester, who are to use 

them when installing the new heating system. I was reaping great satisfaction from being out 

in the wide world, doing something useful and earning my living (if you can say five shillings 

per week, 25 pence in today’s money, is “earning a living”! 

Twenty-five pence was not a lot of money but it could buy much more in those days. Even 

so it was not enough to finance my betting on the horses so I gave in my notice and joined 

a small engineering firm, who needed a “draughtsman with the added ability of being able to 

sketch.” I answered the advert in the Gloucestershire Echo at once. My salary jumped to 

four times as much as the architect was paying me with a month’s salary twice a year as a 

bonus if I worked hard. 

Thrown straight into the deep end I was shown photos of various pieces of industrial 

equipment. Of these I was to make perspective drawings together with that which was 

manufactured by my employers showing the customer exactly how and where their 

purchases from Spirax should be fitted. These drawings were sent return-of-post to the 

customer who could immediately recognise his piece of plant and see at a glance how his 

pipe-fitter should fit the new Spirax energy and money-saving equipment. Together with the 

drawings there will be instructions from the specialist engineer at Spirax HQ who, while I 

was beavering away with my drawing instruments, would have been working out just how 

much time, energy, and most importantly money would be saved by “going Spirax”. All this 

was done “hand-in-glove”with the Ministry of Fuel and Power and was highly successful. 

At the same time I found myself illustrating textbooks of steam utilisation, sales pamphlets 

and most importantly, correspondence courses (all free) which were sent to students 

world-wide. Spirax was beginning to build up a lucrative export market. 

Now all of this was before my sixteenth birthday and I was extremely happy. So much so 

that I stayed in the firm’s employ for nearly fifty years. Mr Chubb had no idea that his 

“Head of the Caterpillar Club”, who he dismissed as a waste of time, was earning a good 

living with his drawings in less than a year after leaving school. 

Spirax-Sarco soon became world-leader in its own field of engineering and I had the very 

real pleasure of seeing the firm grow from a workforce of less than 200 to one of 7,500 

worldwide. 

Call that satisfaction? You bet! 

Bernard Parkin 
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A new defibrillator at the Prestbury WI Hall 

A new defibrillator has recently been installed on the side of the Prestbury Women’s 

Institute building in Bouncer’s Lane, close to the double mini roundabouts. The defibrillator 

is stored in a bright yellow, secure weatherproof cabinet and available for use by the 

Prestbury Parish community 24 hours a day. 

The defibrillator was generously donated by Clare Seed (in red top), co-founder of the Public 

Hearts Cheltenham campaign, a not-for-profit organisation seeking to make defibrillators 

readily available to local communities in Gloucestershire. Over the past year, the campaign 

has placed 50 defibrillators in Cheltenham. The weatherproof cabinet and electrical supply 

were funded by the Prestbury Women’s Institute.      Jon Wye 

 

A lot of interest has been created and many people saying that they don't know how to use 

one and that they are worried about what to do. As a result, we are proposing to have 

some awareness sessions at the hall. These will be on Wednesday 29th March 2-3pm and 

Friday 31st March 7-8pm in the first place. There will be more dates added later. 

Sheila Hope, Unit Manager Tewkesbury ASU 

 

Prestbury St Mary’s Flowers for Easter 

St Mary’s flower team will be preparing special Easter 

arrangements in the church on Holy Saturday, April 8th. White 

Easter lilies are always a lovely feature of the displays. If you 

would like to sponsor a lily in memory of a loved one, there 

will be envelopes in church on the Sundays before Easter. 

Please write the name of your loved one on the envelope and 

we will display the list of their names. 

We would also be pleased to receive any offers of help, with a 

contribution towards cost in the bowl provided. New 

members of the flower arranging team would be very welcome. 

Do speak to one of us to find out more. With a love of flowers 

and enthusiasm to adorn the village church you would be very 

welcome! 

wendy.price@prestbury.net      Sheila Beer  373372    Diane Lyle 570453  
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The Knife Angel 

I cycled with a friend to Gloucester Cathedral with the sole intention of seeing the National 

Monument Against Violence and Aggression, more commonly referred to as the Knife 

Angel. Standing at over 8 metres tall and containing 100,000 knives it is truly impressive and 

well worth the bike ride! The knives came from knife amnesties with 200 knife banks placed 

around the country for people to anonymously hand in their knives. Others were ones 

seized by police, some of which apparently arrived in evidence tubes complete with bodily 

fluids!! Be reassured though, as they were all disinfected before use. 

 

The sculpture was created by Alfie Bradley at the British Ironworks, the idea coming to him 

whilst creating the Spoon Gorilla commissioned by Uri Geller and at a time when knife 

crime was escalating. The Knife Angel was to be a memorial to victims of knife crime and 

he invited families affected to send a personal message which he has engraved on knives 

used in the wings. 

The Knife Angel has been on tour since 2018 and will leave Gloucester at the end of 

February before moving onto Guildford Cathedral. 

Lorna Dymock   
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JOURNEY OF THE MAGI 

‘It was (you may say) satisfactory.’ 

 

 

Journey of the Magi   c.1894                                            James Tissot 

 

When we arrived at the new school, our form-master was called Mr T.E.E. Cocks. 

Theodore Cocks, M.A. (Oxon.), was a rubicund bachelor in his late fifties in faded sports 

jacket and grey flannel trousers. He taught Latin and Greek and was something of a 

martinet to miscreants or anyone inattentive. ‘Ah, gin, sin and Theo,’ said an older boy 

enigmatically. In his long black gown, Mr Cocks wore dark round-spectacles which 

magnified his eyes and he had a precise way with words in three languages. He rarely 

moved from his perch when he taught except to write in chalk on the blackboard. His was 

a dingy classroom near a pile of coal or coke. 

Our stimulating History teacher was a complete contrast. Mr S.J.B. Langdale was a lively, 

youthful, dark-haired cricketer who threw rulers out of the window if you played with 

them. Nicknamed Smoothie Langdale, he wore shoes which I later learnt were called 

brothel-creepers and his mantras were ‘Relevance’ and ‘Illustrate your notebook’. He was 

once described to me as the only spiv in education and when a part was created for him in 

a masters’ revue he was typecast as Miles Coverdrive. 

That part was written for him by Mr P.D.L. Way, our English teacher. In the course of that 

first year Mr Way introduced us to much literature, including a light-blue book called 

Twentieth Century Narrative Poems (Harrap, 1954). It contained some Masefield and 

Frost, an unusual poem by Ezra Pound called ‘The Ballad of the Goodly Fere’ about the 
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crucifixion, and ‘Journey of the Magi’ by somebody called T.S. Eliot. Both Pound and Eliot 

were still alive at this time, as were Frost and Masefield.  

At the start of the summer term, we were required for an ordeal called ‘Declamations’ to 

learn a poem by heart or rote and then to recite it in the classroom. The best performers 

would go in front of a further panel before a few were chosen for the finals. I had no desire 

to proceed beyond the first round. Somehow, I learnt all 43 lines of ‘Journey of the Magi’ by 

T.S. Eliot because I liked the words and the ending seemed suitably mysterious: 

                     We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
                     But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
                     With an alien people clutching their gods. 
                     I should be glad of another death. 
 

I moved to sit down but Theo, red in the face, demanded of me: 

       ‘What makes that poetry?’ 

       ‘It’s a poem, sir.’ 

       ‘But what makes it poetry?  It’s chopped-up prose, isn’t it?’ 

I had no answer for him and so remained silent. 

       ‘It has no metre. It has no form. So what is it?’ 

Mr Cocks seemed irrationally angry with my choice of Mr Eliot and yet I had no way of 

defending the work which I had imagined spoke eloquently enough for itself. Theo was an 

expert in the composition of Latin verses but he seemed to have no interest whatsoever in 

the spiritual meditations of one of the wise men. To my relief, I was not selected to recite it 

again. Only later did I learn that Pound and Eliot had been dismissed by traditionalists as 

‘drunken helots’. According to Mr Way, Robert Frost had said that writing free verse was 

like playing tennis with the net down.  

Published in 1927 after Eliot had converted or rather reverted to Christianity, the poem 

‘Journey of the Magi’ is now almost a hundred years old and as a dramatic monologue it is 

set about two millennia ago. Inevitably, I have learnt more about the poem and its origins 

since I first encountered and then recited it at the age of thirteen. The initial quoted words 

of the poem are adapted from a Nativity Sermon preached before James I by Lancelot 

Andrewes on Christmas Day 1622. As T.S. Eliot said, ‘Immature poets imitate; mature 

poets steal.’ I discover too that the poem is well worth reading again and that it provides its 

own fresh contexts. The journey from the east described in the poem is uncomfortable and 

the epiphany is muted if utterly life-changing: 

                   A hard time we had of it.  
                   At the end we preferred to travel all night, 
                   Sleeping in snatches, 
                   With the voices singing in our ears, saying 
                   That this was all folly.  ….  
 

The poem concludes with a complex appraisal of the journey and its lasting significance for 

the speaker: 
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                                        were we led all that way for 
                   Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly, 
                   We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death, 
                   But had thought they were different; this Birth 
                   Was hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 
 

Subtly, the monologue alludes to mortification, renunciation and redemption, to the 

nativity, incarnation and thence to rebirth through the elusive quest for ‘evidence’, certainty 

and indeed ‘no doubt’ in the hope of faith. The poem is full of memorable and remembered 

images: for instance, the ‘three trees on the low sky’ presumably foreshadow the crucifixion 

and ‘Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver’ refer perhaps to Judas or the 

Roman soldiers. However, Eliot or rather his meditative Magus makes no overt mention of 

such familiar gospel story features as the star, shepherds, stable, manger, Mary, Joseph, or 

Herod (and the subsequent massacre of the innocents). Instead, Eliot’s aging speaker 

reflects in free verse on the inner life and the transformative quality of the whole spiritual 

experience and its inexplicable mystery: 

                   All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
                   And I would do it again. 
 

Duncan Forbes 

 

 

TIME 

Only in the country pub  

can I spend half an hour  

discussing on what day,  

what time of day,  

to plant broad beans. 

Our life is crammed  

with time-saving machines,  

yet only here,  

with folks who don’t save time,  

do I have time. 

Time to watch the seeds that grow,  

wait for the leaven in the dough,  

things that you likened  

to your kingdom, Lord,  

the Kingdom that our modern world  

cannot afford. 

Joan Copeland  
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Hello Everyone! 

Hello! I fell off the wagon writing these monthly updates that semester, but I hope to get 

back in the rhythm this semester. I am now four weeks into the spring semester at 

Sewanee or a third of the way through. It feels weird to say that when I still feel like I am 

just starting the semester. I am taking five classes: the second half of Old Testament, New 

Testament, Church History and Beginning Pastoral Spanish as well as Latino Theology. Right 

now I am enjoying what I am learning, but I am sure in a month I will be stressed about all 

the papers I have due after Spring Break. My family is planning to come to visit me at 

Sewanee over Holy Week and Easter, as the seminarians are expected to be here during 

that holy time. 

This semester saw the main building of the School of Theology begin a renovation that is 

expected to last until the Spring semester of my final year at Sewanee. We are still 

worshiping in the seminary chapel, but the administration and professors’ offices have 

moved, and we are having classes in various places around campus. Our main classes are 

happening in a nearby space where we usually have weekly community meals. Electives are 

in classrooms on the main campus. I currently have Latino Theology in the language 

building, and Beginning Pastoral Spanish in the Science building. It is an adjustment, but we 

are making do. 

This summer I will be doing Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) working as an intern with a 

hospital chaplaincy. While I am writing this I am making my final discernment about which 

CPE program I will be doing, but by the time you read it I will likely have made my decision. 

I am currently planning to spend the summer with my parents at their house in Elkhart. 

Please keep me in your prayers during this time. I am both excited and nervous (to put it 

mildly) to be doing this based on the stories I have heard from other seminarians as I will 

be ministering to people in some of the most spiritually and emotionally vulnerable 

moments of their lives. 

Before I do this though I am excited to share that I will be traveling with Dr Dawn Ottoni-

Wilhelm’s class to Iona Abbey in Scotland for a two-week May intensive course. Dr Ottoni-

Wilhelm was one of my favorite professors when I was a student at Bethany, and I am 

thrilled to have the chance to take this class with her. In addition to Iona, we will be visiting 

the Holy Island of Lindisfarne and Edinburgh. It will be a very quick turnaround from finals 

week at Sewanee, to this trip, to CPE, but I am thankful to have these opportunities. 

Know that you are all in my prayers, 

Nolan McBride 

 

Nolan worshipped at St Mary while an exchange student from an American university doing one 

academic year here at the University of Gloucestershire, returning to America in 2018. 

 

Sewanee is about 50 miles north-west of Chattanooga, Tennessee.  
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Bible Reading Fellowship Daily Notes  May 2023 - April 2024 

These daily notes are written by many different authors and cover a variety of well-known 

and less familiar Bible passages, with thought provoking commentary for every day of the 

year.  

 

The available titles are as follows:  

New Daylight £4.95 
New Daylight Large Print £6.25 
Guidelines £4.95 
Day by Day with God £4.95 
Get Messy £4.95 
Upper Room £4.95 
Bible reflections for Older People £5.50 
BRF Prayer Diary  FREE 

 
 
I have samples of most of these if you would like to borrow and look at them. 

All books are issued 3 times a year and we pay the subscription for the whole year in 

advance, for the period May 2023 – April 2024. However, the order can be cancelled 

during the year and a refund obtained if necessary. 

The time for renewal of subscriptions is approaching. There is no postage charge when 

ordering all our books as a group. I would be very pleased to hear from any member of our 

Team congregations who would like to join the scheme and place an order with the group. 

If there are any changes or cancellations by existing readers, please let me know as soon as 

possible as our order should be submitted before 7th March 2023. 

BRF are also making these publications available on-line if you would prefer this format. See 

brf.org.uk for more details. 

I look forward to hearing from you if you wish to change your order or start a new 

subscription.  

For further information please contact  

Wendy Price     01242 523534    wendy.price@prestbury.net 
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LOG PILE AT ST MARY’S 

On a chilly January afternoon, two enthusiastic young people spent over an hour 

constructing a log pile in the churchyard, to the rear of the Kings Arms. Firstly they laid 

substantial (church) Christmas tree trunks in a pattern that leaves space for hedgehogs, 

voles, mice and shrews to find safe haven. Next, cut logs (spares from the 

St Mary Magdalene churchyard) were carefully layered on top along with plenty of dried 

leaves which had been gathered from paths in our churchyard. Together, these make good 

lodgings for a variety of invertebrates, moss, fungi, lichen and even amphibians. This was 

topped with a layer of loose branches and twigs which would otherwise have been 

discarded. 

 

The log pile replicates fallen trees in woodlands and the diverse life that they support if left 

to rot naturally. We finished up by making ‘bug hotels’ to take home to encourage insect 

life there too. Many thanks to Robin and Leo for their hard work and animated 

conversation. 

Helen Mann 
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A Place for Satisfaction 

Increasingly we worry about the future.  

War, money struggles, natural disasters, an overstretched NHS. 

When a child is pulled from the rubble we are thankful and simultaneously concerned at 

what his future may hold, what family is left to him. 

Last week I was relieved that I had finally got through to the necessary medical department, 

but to feel satisfaction seemed inappropriate.  Satisfaction had no place at this level,  a small 

scale annoyance of no consequence to anyone but me. 

Satisfaction has connotations of a job completed, a box ticked. 

For me it may stay on ration just for now, until our world starts to turn the corner again. 

Here’s hoping it’s soon. 

Anya Jary 

 

 

 

 

Little Explorers  

Little Explorers @ Pavilion (Prestbury playgroup) are seeking a treasurer to join our board 

of trustees. 

We are a community based; not-for-profit playgroup managed by a voluntary management 

committee (mainly made up of parents whose children attend the group). We employ a 

fully qualified staff team. Little Explorers is a member of the Gloucestershire PATA (Parent 

and Toddler Association). 

The Treasurer is responsible for overseeing the finances of playgroup and working with the 

business & finance administrator to manage the accounts. Accounts are submitted annually 

to Companies House and the Charity Commission. Other tasks include preparing the 

annual financial report, overseeing expenditure and setting fundraising targets. A 

background in finance or accounting would be ideal.  It is likely to be approximately 4hrs a 

month time commitment and may suit someone who is retired. 

Minimum one year tenure. The candidate would be required to undergo a Disclosure & 

Barring Service check (paid for by playgroup). 

For more information please call Becky (manager) or Roz (Chair) on 07729 313813 or 

email littleexplorerspavilion@outlook.com 

 

  

mailto:littleexplorerspavilion@outlook.com
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They rest in St Mary’s churchyard 

On the east side of the churchyard there is a large grave for the Yardley family. It has a 

cross at its centre and is partly surrounded by an iron railing.  

Alice was born about 1822 at Apperley, Gloucestershire and married John Yardley 

(Gentleman) of Chesterfield Lodge near Lichfield where they were living at the time of the 

1861 census. They had two sons and three daughters. In the 1860s John Yardley had died, 

and the family were living at Apperley where several were baptised. 

By the 1871 census, Alice (widow), children Alice, John Watkins, George Watkins, Louisa 

and Violet were living at Beaufort Villas, Marle Hill, then Prestbury, later Cheltenham. 

After taking a degree at Trinity, Cambridge and training at Sandhurst John Watkins joined 

the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons. According to horse racing reports he won many races in a 

riding career which started in 1883. His military service took him to Bechuanaland, Zululand 

and later during the Boar War he was repatriated from Durban on the hospital ship Simla after a 

serious injury, which finished his racing activities. During this time he kept a diary and 

encouraged some of his fellow officers to do the same. This was later published as “With the 

Inniskilling Dragoons 1899-1902”, a much-valued record of the regiment.  

Mrs Alice Yardley died at Beaufort Villas in 1907 and was buried by the Revd Henry Urling-

Smith on 31st July aged 85. 

The Cheltenham Examiner August 7th:  “By her unostentatious charity she endeared 

herself to the poor who will greatly miss her benefaction. At her request the funeral was of 

a private and simple character, no mourning carriages.”  

In her will she left her house with its furniture and fittings to John Watkins. 

On the grave is a memorial to Clement Henry Milward who married Louisa Yardley in 

1893. He died on the 4th July 1908 and was buried by Revd Henry Urling-Smith in the 

Yardley family grave on 8th July. 

John Watkins continued his military service with honours during the First World War and 

served until 1919. He died on the 28th November 1920 at The Royal Nursing Home, 

Parabola Road, Cheltenham. 

His interment next to his mother at Prestbury was on the following Thursday, On that day, 

the flag at Cheltenham Racecourse was flown at half-mast.  

In 1927 George Watkins Yardley, a London Stockbroker, was buried on the 16th February 

at Prestbury by the Revd John Baghot De la Bere. 

In the Good Shepherd Chapel of St Mary’s are two memorial stones. 

The first reads “Pray for the soul of John Watkins Yardley CMG, DSO Col Inniskg Dgns in 

whose memory this altar is set up Christmas 1921”.  

The second reads “Also remember George Watkins Yardley Died February 12th 1927”. 

One of Alice’s daughters Violet Esther Chappe was buried in the family grave on the 20th 

November 1945 by the Revd Henry W Hill.   She lived in London.  

Tony Noel 

Prestbury Local History Society  
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Book Review 

The Oak Papers (2020)  

by James Canton 
(Canongate, 237 pages, £10) 

‘How do you explain that rising emotion, which 

comes as you rest your hand against an ancient 

oak… that sensation which each human knows 

when we as one living creature touch upon the 

life-force of another of another species?’ asks 

the author (p. 71). The theme of the book is 

the author’s love affair with a particular oak 

tree which has been standing and growing since 

the 11th century. To begin with, the oak is a 

place of reclusive safety, allowing gracious space 

to let the author recover from the bruises of a 

failed relationship and settle his anchor in 

probably the biggest natural anchor of all in the 

British countryside: the oak. The book has a 

balm-like quality, ethereal on the one hand yet 

deeply personal and practical on the other. 

When the book featured as BBC Radio 4 Book 

of the Week, listeners did not want the 

readings to end, as the author mesmerises both 

listener and reader. 

One worshipper at St Mary’s who comes over from the Forest of Dean once a month 

graduated as an apprentice through the Forestry Commission and now plants hundreds of 

oak saplings in ‘beats’ around Cinderford and Littledean. A dream job, where the results of 

his labour should be seen for centuries to come. I’ve said to him: ‘Please read this book!’ 

Although there is no explicit religious dimension to the book, it is full of resurrection hope. 

For example, even the very old knarled oak trees with dismal looking crowns which appear 

to be dying are ‘alright’ – we learn how this is often the tree’s survival mechanism kicking 

in, whereby it saves water in times of drought by concentrating on feeding the core of the 

tree and maintaining irrigated roots, ‘striving to survive’.  This is a good Lenten and Easter 

image, of course! 

Similarly, the oak acts as a kind of parent for the author, as after long days, in any season, 

he relaxes into a low branch which curves securely around him, holding him. Each oak tree 

is a mini-universe for a host of other organisms and animals, notably squirrels. In German, 

the word for an oak is ‘eiche’; an acorn is an ‘eichel’. And an ‘eichhörnchen’ is a squirrel or 

one who stores acorns! Again, we are aware of the fellowship – or communion - we enjoy 

with other creatures, each of them ‘striving to survive’ in often harsh conditions. 

A book for the spring, and then the summer and finally the autumn. But a book for winter 

too, as the author watches the rhythms of life slowing but never stopping. 

Fr Nick   
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Forthcoming Events 
 

Prestbury WI  Soup and Pudding 

Please come along for  

Soup and Pud 

at Prestbury WI Hall, Prestbury Road  

Saturday 4th March  12.00 for 12.30pm serving 

Tickets £5 available from Jill Curran  01242 235625 

 

 

Friends of St Mary’s Church present: 

International Women’s Day 
Wednesday March 8th 2023 at 6.30pm 

Royal Oak, Burgage, Prestbury. Bar Meals  

The Courage Game 

The Fight for Women’s Suffrage 

A Family view by Jeni Whittaker 

Signed Books Available 

Tickets £5 

David Lyle 01242 570453         david.lyle@prestbury.net 

 

 

The Royal School of Church Music present   

Saint Cuthbert  by Adrian Self 
Saturday 11 March 2023 7 – 8pm    at Christ Church, Cheltenham 

A cantata based on the medieval panel paintings in Carlisle Cathedral. 

Performed by RSCM Gloucestershire Choirs (including St Nicolas’ choir) 

plus dancers,  Sara Harris (piano),  Tim Ingold (organ)  and  Diggory Seacome (percussion) 

Conducted by Jonathan Hope 

Tickets  £10  from your church choir director.  
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Bereavement Friendship Group 

Our group will meet in Prestbury Library on  

Monday, 20th March 2.15-4.00pm 

If you have lost a loved one and would like to talk to others in a similar situation, please 

come along, even if you haven’t been to previous gatherings. 

Light refreshments will be provided. 

Marion Povey 

 

 

WELCOME ON WEDNESDAY 

Wednesday 22 March  at 2.30pm. There will be 

home-made cake, tea or coffee for £2 and the 

chance to meet friends and have a friendly chat. So 

please come along, maybe bringing a neighbour? 

The timing is different this month because of the races.  We usually hold these gatherings 

on the third Wednesday of each month at 2.30 pm for an hour or so in the coffee room at 

St Nicolas.  See you soon? 

Janet Ford 

 

Cheltenham Philharmonic Orchestra Concert -  

Spring Romance 

Sunday 26th March at 3.00pm in Pittville Pump Room 

Schumann Manfred Overture 

Liszt  Piano Concerto No 1 with Marcel Zidani  

Brahms  Symphony No 1 

Everyone is welcome to join us in the wonderful setting of Pittville Pump Room for a lovely 

concert of Romantic Classics. 

Tickets with reserved seating are available from 

Town Hall Box Office: http://www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk, 01242 528764 

Reception: Leisure at Cheltenham, Tommy Taylors Lane, Cheltenham GL50 4RN 

or at the door on the day. 

Adults £16, Students £8, Children under 16 free. 

I look forward to seeing you there!  

Wendy Price 

  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4d2a1fe1ce674b0296f708da3db60653%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637890149253135595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kkZmic5XlNd6pRvyetiQTx4pIalIgc5t%2BmJTBu%2FYnwY%3D&reserved=0
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MUSICA VERA CONCERT in St Mary’s Prestbury 

1st April 2023       Please Save the date 

Musica Vera will be celebrating the 400th Anniversary of the death of William Byrd with 

our next concert on 1 April 2023 at St Mary’s Prestbury. By all accounts Byrd had a 

profound influence on late renaissance music in England and on the continent. He was a 

prolific composer in many genres of the Elizabethan age and his music is still sung 400 years 

later! He composed sacred music for the Anglican church but in later life much of his 

output was written for the Catholic worship. According to Matthew Clark, our Musical 

Director, ‘Byrd is still revered, 400 years later, for his ability to transform simple musical 

ideas into something beautiful, grand and emotionally powerful’.  

From a historic viewpoint, Byrd’s lifespan stretched from the reign of Henry VIII to that of 

James 1. These were years of tumultuous religious and political upheaval. This forms an 

interesting background to Byrd’s work. But he seemed to be able to navigate himself 

through the vicissitudes of the Royal Courts. These were dangerous times for Catholics, 

and he did not avoid being seen as ‘recusant’, that is, someone who refused to attend 

Church of English services after the English Reformation. This carried fines, property 

confiscations and imprisonment.  

The first part of the concert centres around Byrd’s Mass for Four Voices. It is likely that this 

was written to be sung, literally, with four voices in a small safe space. But the whole choir 

will be involved in St Mary’s. The second part is intended to mirror the first, with more 

contemporary composers, such as Edward Elgar’s Latin motets, James Macmillan’s 

A New Song, and Henryk Gorecki’s Totus Tuus. Hopefully this will be an exciting, yet 

thoughtful program, reflecting something of 400 years of church history. 

This will be the fifth concert at St Mary’s under the direction of Matthew Clark. Our last 

event was to join with the St Mary’s Choir for the Christmas Carol Service. This worked 

very well indeed. Musica Vera are very grateful for the generosity of St Mary’s in letting us 

perform in such a welcoming and 

historic church. 

Tickets will be available on the 

door but for advanced booking, 

or any questions, please ask Jane 

or Valerie from the St Mary’s 

Choir. The ticket prices will be 

£12 for adults, £6 for students 

and under 18s free. 
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Notice of Prestbury APCM –   Sunday 23rd April 2023 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners, which begins at 3.00 pm on Sunday 23rd April, at 

St Mary’s church, is a short meeting to elect Churchwardens:  two for St Mary’s and two 

for St Nicolas’. Candidates must be nominated and seconded before the meeting begins and 

nomination lists will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches.  Anyone who lives 

within the parish or who is on the church electoral roll may attend and vote at this 

meeting. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will follow the Annual Meeting of Parishioners.  This 

is a chance to come to hear a review and reports of what has taken place during the last 

year, together with plans for the future and an opportunity to ask questions. 

At the meeting, elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) take place.  Nominations 

for PCC members will be displayed on the notice boards of both churches for at least the 

two Sundays prior to the meeting.  Candidates must be proposed and seconded by a 

person who is on the Electoral Roll of the parish, and they should also have been asked if 

they are willing to stand.  

Stella Caney, PCC Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular Events 

Sundays 09:00 Breakfast Celebrate! St Mary’s Infant School 

Mondays 15:45 - 17:45  Helen Gill Ballet St Nicolas Room & Hall 

Tuesdays 10:30 Coffee Drop-in St Mary 

 10:30 Chatterbox St Lawrence 

Wednesdays 18:00 - 19:30 36th Cheltenham Brownies St Nicolas Hall 

 19:30 - 21:30 Musica Vera Rehearsals St Mary 

Fridays 09:00 - 17:00 Art Group St Nicolas Hall 

 10:00 - 12:00 Coffee, Chat ++ URC, Deep Street 

 18:00 - 19:30 38th Cheltenham Brownies St Nicolas Hall 

 

A Sunday Service is streamed on the internet each week. These and other services are 

recorded so may be accessed later by those who cannot watch them live. You may find 

details of these on the North Cheltenham website and on the team’s YouTube page - 

https://www.youtube.com/NorthCheltenhamTeamMinistry 

Go to www.northchelt.org.uk for the latest news.  
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TIMES OF CHURCH SERVICES in March 

St Mary’s Church, Prestbury 

Sunday 0800 Said Eucharist 

 0900 Breakfast Celebrate! All-age worship 

  1100 Sung Eucharist 

 1st Sunday 1830 Evening Prayer at Capel Court  

 2nd Sunday 1830 Benediction  

 Other Sundays 1830 Evening Prayer (at Capel Court until 19 March) 

Thursday 1030 Eucharist 

 

St Nicolas Church, Prestbury 

Sunday 0930 Sung Eucharist 

Tuesday 1000 Said Eucharist 

 

All Saints Church, Pittville 

Sunday 0800 Said Mass 

  1030 Sung Mass 

 1st & 3rd Sunday 1830 Choral Evensong 

 Last Sunday 1830 Choral Evening with Benediction 

Thursday 1115 Said Mass 

 

St Lawrence Church, Swindon Village 

Sunday 

 1st Sunday 1030 Together @ 1030 

  1830 Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday 0915 BCP Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

 Other Sundays 0915 Holy Communion 

  1830 Evening Prayer 

 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Elmstone Hardwicke 

Sunday 

 1st Sunday 1045 Holy Communion 

 2nd Sunday 1045 Family Service (no communion) 

 3rd Sunday 1045 BCP Holy Communion 

 4th Sunday 1045 Family service (no communion) 

 5th Sunday 1045 Celtic Communion 
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OneDiocese blog: “All children should have access to Jesus.”  

Ahead of the ‘Under five and flourishing’ conference on 

18 March, Sarah Major, Education Administrator for 
Jumping Fish Ltd at the Diocese of Gloucester, shares 
her calling to work with schools and churches to 

support children in their spiritual growth and 
development.  

 

“Looking at Matthew 19:14, Jesus says, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.’ He said let the 

little children come to me, determining all children. He didn’t invite only those that 
excelled in their Early Years Foundation Stage neurological markers, he said all. 

“My career started in the education field. I chose to dedicate my time working with 
families and their young people to assist them with accessing an education – that was 

often tailor-made for them and their needs. It was through this work that the family 
as a ‘whole unit’ was highlighted, alongside how this ‘unit’ was unable to ‘unite’ 
themselves with pre-determined sociological and environmental markers. 

“I felt a passion burning inside me to learn more about our young people who 
experience neurological uniqueness and I developed in this area at postgraduate level. 

With this wider learning, I felt empowered to apply myself within this field, ensuring 
that all children under my care could access education in a safe and appropriate 

manner. 

“I was able to transfer these skills, powered by the desire to encourage all children to 

have access to Jesus and the remarkable work that we hear about in the Bible. 

“I feel churches often struggle with knowing where to start in welcoming a family 

which includes diversity. Our brains are as unique as our fingertips and the task of 
incorporating this uniqueness into our churches is vast.” 

‘Under five and flourishing’ is a day conference aimed at anyone who has contact with 
under-fives, or any churches that want to learn more about ministry among this age 

group. The day offers bite-sized theory and a handful of ideas to take away to use 
within your setting.  

There’s still time to book your place: 
 www.gloucester.anglican.org/under-5s-and-flourishing 

Sarah Major 

Reproduced from The Messenger  March 2023 

   



 

 

Parish Directory continued 

Children’s Work 
Linda Biggs 510856 

linda.biggs@prestbury.net 

Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Biggs 07769 581822 

Parish Magazine 
Editor: (vacancy)  contact 515941 

magazine@prestbury.net 

Advertising & Sales: Richard Johnson 707729 
advertising@prestbury.net 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Schools 

Executive Head Teacher : Mr Matt Fletcher 
Junior School:  244387 

Infant School:  244054 

Hall Letting 
Prestbury Hall, Bouncers Lane 239590 

prestbury.hall@prestbury.net 

St Nicolas Hall, Swindon Lane  
hallhire@northchelt.org.uk 

Parish Giving Scheme 
76 Kingsholm Road, 

Gloucester GL1 3BD 0333 002 1260 
info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

 

Copy Dates and Themes for Future Magazines 2023 

 Issue Copy Date Theme 

 April Sunday 12 March Music 

 May Sunday 16 April Souvenirs 

 June Sunday 14 May Antiques 

 July Sunday 11 June Seaside 

 August Sunday 16 July Gardens 

 September Sunday 13 August Cycles 

 October Sunday 10 September Indoors 

 November Sunday 15 October Stars 

 December Sunday 12 November Clothes 
 

 

Prestbury Parish Magazine is usually published on the last Sunday of the month. The copy 

date is usually the Sunday 2 weeks before this, but there may be scope for some flexibility. 

Copy may be sent in a clearly marked envelope to ‘Prestbury Parish Magazine’ 

2 Honeysuckle Close, Prestbury, Cheltenham, GL52 5LN 

or preferably by email to magazine@prestbury.net 

April 2023 Magazine    Theme: Music 

Please send copy by Sunday 12 March 2023  
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